








N 





RAD 

















IO 











MUSIC 














STAGE 








“ARIET 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. 


Annual subscription, $10. 


Single copies 25 cents, 


Entered as Second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. 
COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVEP 





VOL. 140 NO. 8 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1940 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





—_—_—_ 











By WILLIAM SAROYAN 


San Francisco, Oct. 24. 

A Letter to Variety on the Ameri- 
can Theatre, the War, the Writing 
of Plays, the Drama Critics, and 
Other Allied Subjects. 

I have just returned to San Fran- 
cisco from New York where I spent 
exactly seven weeks, Nothing drew 
me to San Francisco except that I 
live there, and nothing sent me away 
from New York except my sinus and 
the fact that I could not borrow $15.,- 
000 from the Chase National Bank 
for the production of ‘Sweeney in 
the Trees.’ 

In New York I had the good luck 
of talking to George Jean Nathan, 
however, We met six or seven times. 





For the most part we talked about 
the theatre. I'll go on from where 


we left off. 

Theatre means more to me prob- 
ably than to anybody else in the 
world, I say theatre and not the 
theatre because there is a difference. 


$7;900,000,000 T 


William Saroyan Gives Brushoff To 
The Overly ‘Commercial’ Theatre 


_? 


- 





Rex Ingram to Tell All? 


4 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Rex Ingram, director of silent films, 
lis here editing his autobiography, 
| which is said to deal candidly with 
his early picture experiences, par- 
ticularly his feud with Rudolph Val- 
entino. 

A native of Ireland, Ingram is 
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DEFENSE CON 10 
MI ALL SHOW BIZ 


U.S. Army, Navy and Air 
Spending Over Period of 
Five Years — Nearly Half 
of Giant Appropriations 
to Be Spent In 12 States 


$601,000,000 IN N. Y. 





awaiting his final American citizen- 


ship papers, due in a few weeks. He } 


had been living recently in Honolulu, | 


JAPAN CANT 
BUY US. RADIO 
ie 


I am, in fact, bored with the theatre. | 


There is not enough theatre in it. 
I respect skill, accuracy, timing, bal- 


ance and all other good things as 
much as the next man, but I have 
ho patience with mechanics, except 


insofar as they are employed in 


transportation and manufacture. The 


(Continued on page 60) 


‘Student Prince’s’ German 
Motif Arouses Squawks 
But It Opens in St. Loo 


St. Louis, Oct. 29. 


Because ‘The Student Prince,’ Sig- | 


mund Romberg’; operetta, has a 


German tinge, efforts were made last 


week to nix its presentation by the | 


Light Opera Guild of St. Louis in 
the municipal auditorium. On the 
am. of the first of two perform- 
ances more than a score of persons 
besought Kenneth G. Schuler, Guild 
airector, to cancel the presentations 
Requests went unheeded because 
Schuler took the position piece i: 
purely American. ‘In these times of 
emotional tension, we feel it all the 
more important to present it, for it 
(Continued on page 46) 


Speakeasy Peephole To 
Curb Autograph Pests 


Peephole, of the speakeasy vintage, 
as been installed in the stagedoor 
at the Shubert theatre, N. Y., so 
the stagedoor man can spot auto- 


staph hounds trying to crash back- | 


Stage for ‘Hold On to Your Hats.’ 


Number of signature-maniacs pes- | 


ey Al Jolson and Martha Raye 

no greater than those who for- 
merly swarmed there nightly to 
wait for Katharine Hepburn after 


Performances of ‘Philadelphia Story.’ | 


Owever, the present crop seems to 
© more 


Hepburn fans, 


insistent than were the | 


The Japanese Government, prob- 
ably inspired by the example of Bra- 
zil and Canada, has attempted to buy 
radio time on the American net- 
works. The overtures were declined 
on the point that Japan could hard- 


ly solicit American tourist trade at 
this time with all Americans or- 
dered out of Nippon and no pass- 
ports being issued by the United 


States Department of State, 

Mexico is another country that has 
purchased commercial radio time in 
the U. S. A. 


FONOPOSTAL GAG A BIG 
BIZ IN BUENOS AIRES 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 29. 
Phonograph records, made in your 
own home over the telephone and 
mailed directly to the girl friend or 
great aunt are now being offered by 
the Argentine Post Office 
America’s ex-Postmaster 
Jim Farley was reported 
in the idea and even had details sent 
to Washington. Fonopostal is the 
pet project of Postmaster General 
cobar who has quite a 


General 


Adrian C. E 
local for showmanship. 
| Stunt is an elaboration of the 
Fonopostal system in use here since 
April, 1939, and widely popular. 
Making records at the postoffice 
has done far better here than in the 
States, tourists often being amazed 
when they learn it’s a U. S. idea 
using RCA equipment. 


rep 





|Miriam Hopkins May Play 
Hillbilly’s ‘Angels’ in N.Y. 


Miriam Hopkins will probably do 
‘Battle of the Angels’ for Theatre 
Guild this season. It’s a first play 
by Tennessee Williams who, like his 
name, is of hillbilly background. 

Miss Hopkins is due east from 
‘Hollywood in a week or so. 





Federal government’s defense 
| program, which hit an all time high | 
with the letting of contracts totaling | 
$7,900,000,000 in the three and one- | 
half months ending Oct. 1, 1940, will 
be reflected in enhanced boxoffice 
receipts in all types of amusements 
and professional sports, in the opin- 
ion of showmen. Coin 
|}pended for wages and 
lover a_ five-year 
spending plan. Nearly half 
giant appropriations will be spent 
| in 12 states, with every other state, 
| territory and island possession shar- 
| ing to some extent. 
In a breakdown of 
(Continued on page 62) 


| ao : : 
‘Sensation Cigarets Set 


To Sponsor Army Camp 
Quiz on Colonial Web 


Boston, Oct. 29. 

U. S. Army has permitted the 
Colonial Network to run a wire into 
|Camp Edwards on Cape Cod so that 
|the soldiers can participate in a 
| ‘Soldiers’ Quiz,’ contracted for by 
Sensation cigarets through the Len- 
nen & Mitchell agency. It starts 
| this Saturday night (2) and will be 
| scheduled for a half-hour. 
| Quiz will be conducted in 
camp’s recreation room. 


materials 








the 
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Axis Censorship Increasingly Irksome; 


Many Allusions to It On the Radio 





7’ 
a 


The Winnah? 





Theatre business in metropoli- 
tan New York, especially for 
films, was off as much as 50% 
in spots Monday night (28) due 
to President Roosevelt’s broad- 
cast address from Madison 
Square Garden. Some Broad- 
way showmen see this as an in- 
dication of the ultimate election 
results. 

They point out that Wendell 
Willkie has been talking almost 
every night, but hasn’t as yet 
appreciably dented grosses, 








PLAY AND PIX 


will be ex-| 


Governmental | 
of the) 


expenditures, 


lyears ago at Mt. Kisco, N. Y., 


| 
| 
| 


GLORIFYING 
TOUGHIES 


Day Tuttle and Richard Skinner, 
producers of ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ at the 
Cort, N. Y., are considering a script, 
‘Billy Kid,’ a drama about the 
notorious western bandit of that 
name. Play is by Chavez O’Rourke 
and was inspired by a conversation 
Skinner had with the author 
where 
Tuttle and Skinner operate a sum- 
mer theatre, 

O’Rourke is the pseudonym of 
Robert H. McKinney, wealthy in- 
justrialist whose home is at Morris- 
town, N. J. He is a direct descendant 
of a member of a frontier gang that 
had several gun fights with Billy the 
Kid. On one occasion, according to 
McKinney, his ancester had part of 


the 


two 


(Continued on page 59) 


Delicate Political Situation at Agency 
J. Walter Thompson Handles Willkie Clubs and It 


| Causes Some Incidents 


interested 


| Chicago, Oct. 29. 
J. Walter Thompson, 
the Associated Willkie Clubs of 


| America, was in a tough spot re- 
cently on a posed photograph of 
| Dorothy Lamour, set for the Kraft 
| show (NBC-red) this Thursday (31). 
|Miss Lamour had picture taken 
| which showed her wearing a Roose- 
ivelt campaign button. This was 
touched out of the photo before be- 
ing mailed to radio editors, 


Story is being told here that the 
same agency recently sought to get 


Gene Autry to go on Columbia for 

an interview by Kathleen Norris, 

‘who has been doing a daily commer- 
(Continued on page 12) 





Sun 
agency 4 New Sister Act; Sub-Debs 


Washington, Oct. 29. 
The de Boyd sisters, triplet daugh- 
ters of the Ambassador of Panama, 
will make their professional stage 
debut at Loew’s Capitol here week 
of Nov. 7 as headliners of special! 
‘Pan American Revue’ now in re- 


| hearsal. 


Girls, who sing and play guitars, 
are local sub-debs and are known for 
their impromptu entertaining in 
Latin American diplomatic circles 
here, warbling in both English and 


| Spanish, 





Overseas mikers as well as read- 
ers of radio news reports have made 
an unusually large number of ref- 
| erences to censorship within the past 





|week. This has been particularly 
| noticeable in broadcasts from Ber- 
|lin—also in stories ‘heavily cen- 
| sored’ from Vichy. In Naziland, net- 
work representatives have men- 
|tioned that censors and ‘foreign 
office spokesman’ forbade neutral 


correspondents from _ speculating 
about whereabouts of high Nazis, 
and of subjects discussed as well as 
conclusions reached by Hitler and 
Von Ribbentrop in sessions with 
Laval, Petain and Franco. Theodore 
Knause, one of NBC’s Berlin men, 
tated that most of time at one press 
was consumed in rebuk- 
ing a ‘neutral press agency’ for ‘spec- 
ulating.’ 
American 
capital also 


conference 


German 
underlined fact 
that German papers made no cors- 
ments upon these meetings. Some 
of late evening shots from Berli 

l have been eliminated since rule ban- 
ning broadcast of military news be- 
came effective. Recently Larry 
Laseur, CBS miker, stated that ‘cen- 
sorship has forced me to drop three 
minutes of my scheduled broadcast— 

am sorry.’ 


aircasters in 
have 


Fddie Dowling’s Rep 
Touring Plan For 7 
Key Cities; $1.50 Top 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. 
Touring repertory at $1.50 top is 
Eddie Dowling’s idea for next 
son, he told newspapermen here last 
week while playing at the Nixon in 
‘Time of Your Life.’ Pointing to de- 
creasing number of road shows every 


sea- 


season—Nixon will be lucky to get 
16 shows—and unwillingness of pro- 
jucers to continue tours after couple 
of bad weeks, Dowling said in his 
plan lies the hope of the theatre 
in the hinterlands. 

Idea, he stated, was to have a rep- 
lar company (mentioned himself, 
Laurette Taylor and Barry Fitz- 
serald as a nucleus) to stay in one 
key city for six or seven weeks and 
epresent that many shows, mixing 
possibly a couple of new ones with 
everal older favorite Dowling’s 
circuit would include about seven 


cities, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis 
(Continued on page 12) 


Harold Lloyd Has Yen 
To Star Once More 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Harold Lloyd plans to return as a 
star to take advantage of the present 


public demand for comedies. He is 
studying material for the first two 





pictures. His last appearance on 
the screen was in ‘Professor Be- 
ware,’ two years ago. 


Currently Lloyd is washing up 
‘Three Girls and a Gob’ as a pro- 
iducer at RKO. 
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The Revuers’ Version of ‘Variety Says 





The Revuers, on an NBC-blue sustaining buildup every Sunday at 
4:30, via WJZ, New York, did a satire on the theatre this past week 


(27). Among the materia], to Irving Miller’s music, was the follow- 
ing lyric: 
Variety Says 
All: There are many many types of foreign languages 
That are spoken in the city of New York. 
If you mingle with a lot of different people 
You will hear a lot of different kinds of talk. 
There is English, there is Gaelic, there’s Egyptian; 
There is French and Russian and Armenian— 
There is Persian, there is Greek, 
Siamese and Arabique— 
But. Variery has a language all its own. 
If a story is long and goes on for days 
Variety can tell it in one short phrase— 
Solo: Broadway is dead—and the season's a flop 
Receipts at the boxoffice start to drop. 
Deep in despair the theatre is— 
Variety says--Show biz fizz. 
All: Variery says—Show biz fizz. 
Solo: You open a show in Buffalo—you give out passes, 
But business is slow. 
You give out more passes till it’s full enough, 
Variety says—Buff on cuff. 
All: Varrery says—Buff on cuff. . 
Solo: An opera opens at popular price, 
But popular price does not suffice. 
The opera decides to close up shop, 
VARIETY says—Pop op flop. 
All: Variety says—Pop op flop. 
Solo: You open a picture out of town. 
The reviews come in—all thumbs down, 
You open five more but none of them clicks— 
Varigty says—-Hicks nix six pix. 
All: Varrery says—Hicks nix six pix. 
Show biz fizz— 
Buff on cuff. 
Pop op flop— 
(Music) 


Variety says! 


Cannes As Gay As Ever With French 
Film Folk, Michele Morgan Reports 


» 
- 











Group of top French film viewers! 
and writers, gathered at Cannes on| 
the Riviera with nothing to occupy 
their time, have pooled their collec- 
tive ability to turn out a film which 


$50,000 ‘B’ 





Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 
Change of one letter 
name is the basis of a $50,000 


' pes ‘ ++ wa.| Gamage suit filed by Rudy 
is now virtually completed, it was Robles, actor, against Edward | 
disclosed by Michele Morgan, French Small Productions, Inc. and | 


United United Artists. 

Robles charges his first name 
was spelled ‘Ruby’ in the screen 
credits for Small’s UA picture, | 


‘South of Pago Pago.’ | 


star, who arrived in the 
States Saturday (26). 
Miss Morgan said the story had 
been cleverly devised to give as 
many writers and players as possible = 
an opportunity to present their 
wares solo. Film is tagged ‘Seven 
Nights’ and is the life story of a dog 


| 
| 








| 


H’WOOD’S OWN AWAITS | 
CALL TO THE COLORS 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Twenty-two employes of the film 
industry checked in as members of 


at one time or another, 
seven femme owners. Each mistress 
is the subject of a portion of the 
film, each portion being written and 
played by a different scrivener and 


who has, 





actress, Characters are tied together the 22nd Battalion, Marine Corps 
by their interest in the dog. Reserve, commanded by Major W. S. 
Virtually all the important film,| Van Dyke II, director at Metro. 


Waiting for a service call to San 
Diego are Joel T. Ashley, Earl N. 
Kennedy, Colman W. Coalter, Harry 
W. Miller, Victor C. Horn, Clifford 
R. Lohr, Florian J. Klock, Warren 


legit and vaude players of France, 
in addition to many w.k. write 
gathered at Cannes, Miss Morgan 
said. Despite their vagueness about 
what the future holds, she declared, 


,» are 


they’re having a gay time. Theatres M. Mace, Jr., Edward Connolly, Fred 
(Continued on page 28) Hickerson Smith, Dean D. Farlow, 
—E Paul J. DuPre, Burt H. Dreyer, | 





James T. Dale, Donald E. Lewis, Wil- 
liam A. Rush, Milton T. Persinger, 
Harry W. Burdett, Jr., William R. 


HE DIDN'T RAISE HIS 
BOY TO BE AN ACTOR 


Benham, Robert L. Taylor, 
Hoffman and Clifford A. Wright. 


Welles Lectures to 5,000 


At $1 Per Admission 
Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 29. 

Orson Welles, after wild dash from 
RKO and ‘Citizen Kane,’ made the 
first of 13 appearances on lecture 
platforms here at the Coliseum (25) 
before 5.000 at $1 per. Although 
he didn’t touch on it in his lecture, 
he said he yenned for a fling at the 
stage to do Richard Wright’s ‘Na- 
tive Son’. He indicated negotiations 
were under way for rights to it. 

Welles said Hollywood ‘resented’ 
him for disturbing its ‘assembly line’ 
| technique, by his going into the film 
| town doing four big jobs by himself 
—that of writer, director, producer 
and actor. 

He said he had nobody in ‘Citizen 
Kane’ other than his own people 
from the air Mercury theater, be- 
cause there ‘are so many queer peo- 
ple in Hollywood’, he didn’t know 
who to pick. 

Last 
territory he was in ‘Barretts of Wim- 


Hartzell Spence, United Pres 
exec, has bowed out of the Warner 
Bros. role for which he was screen 
tested after 


wanted him 





last week seeing the 


WB 
part of his father in ‘One Foot in 


rushes. to play the 

Heaven,’ biography which he wrote 

of the elder Spence, who was a New 

England preacher. 

‘When I 
those pictures I knew I wasn’t cut 
out to be an actor. 
done by pappy and it'll take a real 
actor to do it... Warners, before giv- 
ing Spence the screentest, said they 
would leave the final word up to him 
as to whether he should play the 

m part, 


Spence declared: sa 


W 


I want justice 


Play Adaptation? 

George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart 
who are scheduled to make ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ for Warner 
Bros., are reported considering mak- 
ing a legit production out of ‘One 
Foot in Heaven,’ Hartzell Spence 
book. 


If the stage production is done by 
them, Kaufman and Hart may also 


make it as a feature for Warners. | That was seven years ago. 


in his | 


Jones, Harold A. Gibson, Marvin R. | 
Franklin, Jack H. Youfhg, Robert M. | 
Robert | 


time Welles went over this | 


pole Street’ with Katherine Cornell. 


’ BERLIN AND PAR AGREE 
ON FILMUSICAL DEAL 





! 
| 
| Irving Berlin and Paramount have 
agreed upon a deal for a top-budget 
poe and direct, with Bing Cros- 
by, Mary Martin and Fred Astaire 
(or Bob Hope) starred. It will be 
another song cavalcade, utilizing 
many of Berlin’s past hits, a la his 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ for 20th- 
Fox. 

Berlin is getting $75,000 for the 
chore, against a straight 10% of the 
gross, the same terms as when doing 
filmusicals for RKO and 20th. His 
| ‘Top Hat’ earnings from RKO thus 
exceeded $220,000. 


ity, but Hope as a Par contractee can 
be the alternate assignment. Berlin 
will utilize ‘Easter Parade,’ a new 
Xmas and New Year's song and kin- 
dred material. 

Deal is set in principal, although 
not officially pacted, despite Par’s 
formal announcement of the bare 
basic facts. 


N.Y. World’s Fair 
Finales to Top 








The world’s largest show—the 
N. Y. Fair—wound up its two years’ 
run with the biggest crowd of both 
|years last Sunday (27). Harvey 
|Gibson, chairman and actively in 
‘charge of operations this year, had 

waited all year for a 500,000 gate in 
; one day. He got it on the final day, 
| with 537,294 paid attendance. Ac- 
| tually, close to 600,000 people passed 
|the turnstiles, including passes and 
| special ducats the last day. 
| Eddie Cantor, official master of 
ceremonies the final day, called off 
his closing exercises because 
could not get either Mayor F. H. La- 





Guardia or Governor Herbert Leh- | Last time I was on the air I got the studio audience in such a receptive 


| mood before the program 


(Continued on page 28) 





Barrymore Gets His 16 


Weekly Allowance Back 


Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 
John Barrymore’s $1,000-a-week 
allowance, stopped several weeks 
ago, was restored by Samuel Miller, 





referee in bankruptcy, owing to a re- | 
| cent influx of $10,000 from film and | 


|}radio work. 

Actor petitioned the court June 5 
for an adjustment of his debts, listed 
at the time at $68,021. 


L. A. to N. Y¥. 


Muriel Angelus. 

Fred Astaire 

Ralph Austrian, 

Dorris Bowdon. 

Harold S. Bucquet. 

Earl Carroll 

Edward Chodorov. 

Lester Cole, 

Charlot Day. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 

Sonja Henie. 

Ben Holmes. 

Miriam Hopkins. 

| Nunnally Johnson. 

} Rouben Mamoulian 
Arch Oboler. 
Robert Riskin, 
Henry Rogers. 
Max Siegal. 
Moe J. Siegel. 
Simone Simon. 


m © woh A. 


Joan Bennett 
Frank Berle. 
Milton Berle. 
Connie Boswell. 
Lawton Campbell. 
Charles Chaplin. 
Rosemary Cox. 
William Dozier. 
S. Charles Einfeld. 
Gladys Faye. 
Flossie Freedman. 
Mark Hellinger. 
Mrs. Hal Kemp. 
Harry Leedy. 
Anatole Litvak. 
Robert Montgomery. 
| Harry Norwood. 
Leon Rene. 
James Roosevelt. 
Harry Takiff. 
Jack L. Warner. 


filmusical which Mark Sandrich will | 


Astaire is the preferred personal- | 


Gate of 537,294 


he | 


Ls, 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
++e 
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California, here I come. Next week's column will have a Hollywood 
| dateline—because 20th Century-Fox picked my name out of a fishbow] be- 
| fore the Draft Board did. Will appear in ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome: for 
which John Payne was originally scheduled, but Zanuck said, ‘Let's use 
Berle—he's a bigger pain.’ 

| Asked Louella Parsons backstage at Loew’s State if she read my column 
regularly. She said, ‘Yes—and I'm going to keep reading it unti) | like 
| it. I wonder what she means? 

| Told George Raft I would see him in Hollywood next week. 
tered, ‘There's no justice. Swallows go back to Capistrano 
to come back to California.’ 

Made one final deal with my laundry before leaving. Offered to give 
them back their pins if they gave me back the buttons for my shorts, 

Broadway Dept. 

All the Broadway mimics have pledged themselves to vote for Roosevelt 
| —they find it difficult to impersonate Willkie. 

Saw the revival) of ‘Blind Alley’ at the Windsor. The program should 
have listed the characters jp the order of their disappearance. 

Went to the Auto Shew with John Power, the beauty expert. 
the new models—especially the little platinum number with John. 
| Eddie (of Leon & Eddie’s) Davis has a sign over his bed, ‘No Minimum 
| and No Cover’. 

Spent an afternoon at the Empire City racetrack. One horse I bet on 
kept turning around to the jockey and saying,.‘What are you hitting me 
for—there’s nobody behind us.’ 

Dropped in’ backstage at the Winter Garden to see Olsen and Johnson, 
Ole confides that they are planning a road company with Lana Turner to 
be called, ‘Sweaters-a-Poppin’.’ 

Kay Kyser’s opening at the Waldorf-Astoria a terrific success. Suggested 
to Kay that he team up with Dorothy Lamour for his next picture and 
call it, ‘That’s Right—Sarong’. 

Holly woodiana 

Ear! Carroll in town to give Broadway the o.o. Carroll told me about an 
actor who got tired after making 20 screen tests, so he upped to the pro- 
ducer and said, ‘Look—pay me for the screen tests and I'll make the pic- 
' ture for nothing.’ 

An independent studio released an ‘epic’ last week. 
what have they got to be independent about? 

Out in Hollywood I live across the street from the Dead End Kids—and 
I have broken windows to prove it. 

Why doesn’t the Government put Hedy Lamarr’s picture on the dollar 
bill? Then you won't mind kissing your money goodbye. 

I’m very happy about my 20th Century-Fox contract—but I would feel 
better if it wasn’t written on dry ice. 

Music Dept. 
Instead of ‘The Breeze and I,’ the boys in the Brill Bldg. are singing, 
| ‘The Draft and You’, 
| Tin Pan Alley offers plenty of proof that you don’t have to be able to 


carry a tune to lift one. 


| Enric Madriguera was held up the other day by a ritzy holdup man. He 
said,“‘Give me your money—and I want it all in new bills.’ 

Freddie Coots tried to interest Harry Link in his new composition, 
| ‘There’s an Old Coal Stove in the Parlor.’ Link said, ‘Who has coal stoves 
these days?’ Coots replied, ‘The same people who have spinning wheels.’ 
Radio Dept. 

Just learned that Norman Foley switched his wedding from Wednesday 
to Thursday because he didn’t want to miss the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ program. 





Raft mut. 
but you have 


Enjoyed 





I saw the picture— 





the sponsor immediately signed me for 39 
| warmups, 

A certain bandleader says he can’t be called in the draft because of four 

dependents—three chorus girls and a bookmaker. 

Oscar Levant invited all his friends up to his apartment to toast the 
| new-born girl. He told them they could have all the Canada Dry they 
| could drink, 

Musical Hangnail Descriptions 
Abe Lyman: I'm Just Wild About Harry. Tommy Manville: Love Me or 
'Leave Me. Mack Gordon: Two Sleepy People. Eleanor Rooseveit: Baby, 
Won’t You Please Come Home. Alice Faye and Myrna Loy: Two Dreams 
| Met. My Gag Writer: Thanks for the Memory. 
Observation Dept. 

Romo Vincent knows he’s been gaining weight 
store and the scale walked inside. 

Jack Zero is wearing a new wrist watch which was given to him by a 
lower East Side cafe owner. Zero said, ‘It’s a present from my boss. He 
| took it from a fellow who couldn't pay his check—and gave it to me be- 
| cause he couldn’t pay my salary.’ 
| Eavesdropped at Club Treasure Island: ‘She’s popular because ‘Yes’ is 

nine-tenihs of her vocabulary.’ 

Eavesdropped Dinty Moore’s: ‘She’s the kind of a girl yo 

home to your mother—when your mother isn’t home.’ 

I would have had more news for you in this column, but the paper I 

was reading got off at 14th street. 

Whatever 

Claude & Fanny Usher 

Pulley & Gump Thirty Pink Toes 

Ray & Emma Dean The Flying Bartos 
Afterpiece 

Yesterday was the day the Government played bingo with my caree 


| 
| 


he passed by a drug 


at u'd take 


Became Of ? 


McLaughlin & Evans 





H. Mt. Warner Leads | re | 
| WB Execs’ N. Y.-to-L. A. Erika Mann Uses 


wos wom sway wer) SAGE AS Means 
To Fight Fascism 


on the Coast, having left from Wash- 
ington; Jack L. Warner departs to- | 
day (Wed.); S. Charles Einfeld on| 
Friday and Mark Hellinger on Sat- | 





urday (2), thus taking a sizeable} 
WB executive contingent back to| Erika Mann, daughter of Thomas 
Burbank, Mann and a writer in her own right, 


° . : 1 © 7. J b 4 « 
Hellinger w <sic —_— |Clippered in last week to N. 
oe ee ey ee eee ee La Guardian airport from a two- 


broadcasting the Notre Dame-Army | month stay in London, The war anc 
game this Saturday (2), and thence | Nazism have combined to transform 
home. her from a woman whose driving 
ambition was to go on the stage > 
one whose purpose in life is to work 
NANCY MONTEUX’S DATES for the rt | of dhcteberehips—v0 she 
Nancy Monteux, daughter of con- | will take to the stage as one way to 


. | : 
ductor-composer Pierre Monteux, | 90 it ; i 
| The young woman, who is married 


porary her debut last Thursday night ; to an English poet now in California, 
(24) as a nitery singer at a special | was a student of Max Reinhardt in 
party at the Cafe Pierre, N. ¥. She | Berlin, Munich and Hamburg. She 


: ‘ ~ $ ’ « 
will continue that kind of work. |wrote, and acted in, ‘Peppet = ; 
; |satirical revue which was playea 
Father conductor of the San |~* . a =e : 
: . _ ;more than 1,000 times in six nation: 
Francisco symphony orchestra. She | Ske plans to take to the lecture stag« 
is also a niece of Meyer Davis. | (Continued On page 42) 
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~ Films’ Plea for 


— 


National Unity’ 





‘A Plea for National Unity,’ 138-foot short, conceived by Harry M. 
Warner as an industry gesture, will be made available through all ex- 
changes for showing Election night, next Tuesday (Nov. 5) and for 
a full week thereafter. Cost is being split five ways among Paramount, 
Warner Bros., RKO, Loew’s and 20th-Fox. 

Trailer, running 14% minutes, goes out hooked on to features booked 


that week, necessitating a minimum of handling. 


It has a musical 


background, the text being a plea against the ‘divide and conquer’ 


plan. Text follows: 


‘The democratic process has functioned. 

‘We have just concluded months devoted to free and untram- 
meled discussion and debate of the problems confronting the nation 
and the qualifications of the respective candidates for the Presi- 
dency to meet and effectively deal with them. After the fullest 


consideration, a majority of our 


citizens have solemnly expressed 


their choice of the Chief Executive to lead the nation during the 


next four years, 


‘The election campaign has taken place during a period of re- 


curring critical national and world problems. 


It was inevitable 


that during the period of discussion and debate national unity 


would suffer. 


The great price which we have paid for our demo- 


cratic right makes the choice of our leader a sacred one. 
‘Whatever the differences were among us before election, there 
should remain no doubt that there are no differences among us to- 


day. 


We must not fall prey to the plan of ‘divide and conquer’. 


We must stand as one behind the man of the people’s choice. 


The 


Great Liberator has given us our rule of national life—‘united we 


stand, divided we fall’.’ 





Incidentally, this is something the picture people did as a patriotic 
gesture, without saying anything about it until ready, and accomplished 
before Robert Montgomery’s blasting speech last week at the New York 


Herald Tribune Forum (see below). 








Hwood Cool, But N. Y. Pix Bunch Quite 





Burned Up at Montgomery s Sound-Off 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Hollywood's executive phalanx is 
not going to answer Robert Mont- 
gomery’s challenging declaration be- 


fore the Herald Tribune Forum in 
New York last week to the effect 
that the industry’s leadership is in- 
capable of properly and courage- 
ously performing its basic functions 
in the present critical times. 
Important names, leaders and 
those who presumed to sound off for 
the tops, buttoned the lip tightly 
against any quotable reaction after 
the first furious resentment of 
Montgomery’s blanket indictment. 
Private comment still goes on, but 
there is a consensus against further- 
ing what spokesmen say would 
merely play into the actor’s ‘obvi- 
ous provocative efforts’ to ‘advan- 
tage himself at the expense of the 
industry.’ Nothing to say, was the 
word from the upper sanctums of 
the major studios, nor would repre- 
Sentatives of the producers. put 
themselves on record to comment 
on Montgomery’s charge that present 
Picture leadership not only was 
responsible for poor quality of 
average product out of Hollywood, 
but also will make it impossible for 
the industry to perform its legiti- 
(Continued on page 12) 


PIX EXECS’ DONATIONS 





TO DEMO WAR CHEST 





Picture people are open-handed 
again in the Presidential campaign, 
Particularly in the effort to help 


President Roosevelt get a third term 
reports filed with Congress | 


Latest 


show a number of film names among 
contributors to the Democratic war 
chest. The three Warner brothers 
kicked in $10,000 together—Harry 
Bave $3,300, Albert $4,400 and Jack 
$3,300—while Nicholas M. Schenck 
Was down for $5,000. 

Another big donor was Sol A. 
‘osenblatt, now the Democratic na- 
tional committee's general counsel, 
Who wrote a $4,000 check. 








Harmon’s Combo Bid 


Columbia and RKO are both 
understood negotiating for an orig- 
inal Story by Sidney Harmon, New 
aan legit producer. Labeled ‘Mr. 

Wilight,’ it treats satirically of the 

- S. Supreme Court. 


Pre being sought by Harmon is 





The Caffeine Touch 


Photograph and testimonials of 
Charles Laughton and Elsa Lan- 
chester, appearing in Beech Nut 
coffee ads in current issues of 
national magazines, is for the 
benefit of British refugee chil- 
dren. When Miss Lanchester first 
saw the ads she was startled to 
notice that in the picture a 
wedding ring had been painted 
in on her left hand. 

‘Charles and I have been mar- 
ried for 12 years without having 
a ring,’ she remarked, ‘but it 
took Beech Nut to make it legal.’ 


English Filmers 
Take Advantage 
Of Player Dearth 


London, Oct. 15. 
Jaunty filmites this side, wise to 
fact there aren’t so many players 
around here due to the war, are put- 
ting on the squeeze in salary matters 

















ithe one-picture assignment. 


to a degree drawing nasty comment 
lin the trade. One report has it recent 
demand of a mild b.o. thesp was 
|100% in its upping. Fellow had 
| been doing well at $10,000 a picture. 
| Another who’d never rocked ’em 
|}even mildly puts his John Hancock 
on a $4,000 contract whenever he 
feels like it. 

Money grab is not itself confined 
to the top ranks; bit and part play- 
ers are all getting in a nick at pro- 
| duction coin and playing havoc with 
budgets. With houses closing all 
'along the line and a corresponding 
drop in rental income, it’s a tank 
soon to be run dry. 


Rene Clair Will Get 


| 





Rene Clair, the French producer- 


with Myron Selznick’s agency, sold} 


He will handle the next Marlene 





Dietrich starrer. Goetz had Clair, 
lined up for English production un-| 


nclude his services as a producer. | til wartime conditions altered that. | 


director, whom E. Ray Goetz, now} 


EQUITY, VAF ASK 





Legit Union Urges Theatre 
Managers to Reopen for 
Matinees — Push Idea of 
Performances in Air-Raid 
Shelters 


GOV’T WOULD FINANCE 





London, Oct. 15. 

Seeking to alleviate distress in the 
player ranks, British Equity and Va- 
riety Artists Federation are jointly 
battling for a way which could prom- 
ise relief to needy pros as result of 
entertainment’s recent sideslip 
through the war. 

Such going is not easy, as VAF 
found when the government nixed 
its request for performers to be al- 
lowed facilities for travel to Ireland. 
Latter registered with the variety 
group as a natural for coin-needing 
acts. 

Equity pleaded to West End Thea- 
tre Managers Society to reopen for 
afternoon shows and give a break to 
thesps whom they are, unconsciously 
or not, depriving of a living. Actor 
group has already tossed in $8,000 
from its war relief fund, with even 
greater demands in the offing. 

In event managers are deaf to the 
request, Equity will then tackle gov- 
ernment’s home defense department, 
with the object of placing perform- 
ers in London’s large air-raid shel- 
ters, to do their stuff from this im- 
provised stage. It’s taking entertain- 
ment to the standees, and the attend- 
ance is a cinch. Shelter perform- 
ances would be paid for by Govern- 
ment. 


Kyser Set for N.Y. Roxy 
With His RKO Picture; 








Roxy, New York, has set an un- 
usual deal for Kay Kyser’s orch to 
come in the week of Nov. 14 with his 
latest RKO-produced film, ‘You'll 
Find Out.’ Roxy, now owned by 
20th-Fox, rarely plays other studios’ 
product. Theatre denies report, how- 
ever, that Kyser’s booking presages 
a regular bandshow policy for house. 
| It’ll be the first time for Kyser 
j at the Roxy, but the house can’t 
‘hold him more than one week be- 
lecause of the band’s other commit- 
ments. He’ll be doubling from the 
} Waldorf-Astoria hotel when he plays 
the theatre and the latter is cur- 








rently working out time schedules to | 


make that possible. It’s the first time 
'Lucius Boomer of the Waldorf 
|okayed doubling. 

| Roxy this week won’t open its new 


|'show until Saturday (2), two days | 


later than its usual policy. Reason 


for this is 20th-Fox’s scheduled pre- | 


view of ‘Mark of Zorro’ Friday (1) 
as the studio’s reluctant to have the 
picture play a regular theatre date 
before qa trade showing. Two acts 
in the current show go out on sched- 
uled time, however, the 
| trio being scheduled to open tomor- 
row (Thursday) at the Earle, Wash- 
ington, and Petch and Deauville go 
into ‘Streets of Paris’ unit in Boston 
| the following day. 

Kyser’s 3d RKO Film 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Jimmy Kern is doing a yarn, ten- 
tatively titled ‘In the Army Now,’ 
as a possible third picture to be 
made by Kay Kyser under the dicker 


seit & 


now in progress with RKO. 





if the deal goes through. 


Sid Marion’s Bkptcy. 


Sid Marion, vaudeville actor, filed 


listing $550 in assets and $2,535 in| 
liabilities. ; | 

All the money owed by Marion is | 
on rent claims, 





To Double From Waldorf 


Milt Herth | 


| 


Story will be turned over to David ‘*sque has been doing consistently | 


| 
$62,500 for U Chore sutier. who will produce and aie 
ne Oe Mrs. Schulberg’s N.Y. HQ | 








H wood Pic Slashes, First Expected 
ACTOR WAR Al); 10 Boost Vaude, Has Reverse Effect; 
Players Stick Close for Studio ‘Calls’ 





Paneless 





London, Oct. 15. 
VariETy’s London office is 
shattered. 
But not shuttered. 


M-G's Test Case 
Of Screen-Test 
Suit by Actor 


Suit was filed against Metro last 
week by legit actor Conrad Noles on 
charge that the company agreed to 
make a screen test of him and never 
had. Action in the City Court of 
New York asks $3,000, the sum that 
would have been due him had Metro 
tested him and picked up the option 
it held for 20 weeks’ services at $150 
a week. 

Noles was playing the lead in ‘The 
First American Dictator’ last year 
when Al Altman, Metro talent scout, 
had him sign an agreement to take 
the test. Copy of the agreement 














the test was to be made during April, 
11939, and Noles granted Metro an 
exclusive option from the date of 
the agreement, March 22, 1939, until 
four weeks after the test was to be 
fully completed. 

Point on which Noles’ attorney, 
Gustave B. Garfield, lays special 
emphasis is a clause reading: ‘Dur- 
ing the period of this option to you 
| I will not contract my services to 
| others or permit others to announce 
that I have done so.’ Garfield main- 
tains that inasmuch as the test has 
never been made, Metro has tied up 
; Noles in perpetum, not paying him 
and yet not allowing him to take 

(Continued on page 12) 


MADELEINE CARROLL 
PLANS RETURN TO ENG. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 29. 














|with ‘Northwest Mounted Police.’ 
Madeleine Carroll stated she plans 


ito quit this country shortly to 


)return to England to do her ‘bit’ on | 


je ground floor for her country. 


Her mother lives in England and a/| 


sister was killed in a London bomb- 
jing raid recently. 


GET TOGETHER KIDDIES 


Ann Corio Refutes Billy Rose on 


Burleycue 

} P si 

| Billy Rose, in a Hearst syndicated 
by-line story a few weeks ago, de- 
clared burlesque dead and duly 
buried it. Ann Corio, in a similar 


| page last Sunday (27), dug it up. 

| If sex is here to stay—and who 
; can doubt it?—so is burlesque, Ann 
| theorized. She claimed the only 
| difference between burley at a quar- 


“— 


Hollywood film studio economies, 
which caused a drastic cutting of 
the list of players under contract, 
has actually had a reverse-English 
effect on the number of Coastites 
playing vaude. It had been first an- 
ticipated that the studio cutting 
would result in a rush of film players 
into stage show houses. 


Instead, the lesser celluloid lights 
are more anxious than ever to stick 
close to the home of the klieg lights. 
Inasmuch as most of them are now 
free-lancing, they prefer sticking 
close to their firesides rather than 
chance being away when a call 
comes for a film role. There are 
some exceptions, of course, but not 
many. 

Most obvious effect is that less 
Hollwoodites are showing an inter- 
est in vaude tours than last year, 
when the economies in picture pro- 
duction, caused by the war and loss 

(Continued on page 22) 





Hope’s S.F. Auto Show 
Stand Unlikely to Break 
Chevalier’s 25G Record 


San Francisco, Oct. 29. 








filed with the complaint reveals that | 


Bob Hope and his radio unit, play- 
ing the Auditorium here two-a-day 


|On a booking by the Auto Show at 


| Passing through Minneapolis en| 
route to Chicago for a _ personal | 


ter and a Broadway musical hit at | 


$4.40 is that the musical is dirtier, 





Actually, in certain key cities, bur- | 


good business. 





Mrs. 
and 


Ad Schulberg, Coast talent 
story agent, arrived in New 


to Universal, is getting $62,500 for a voluntary petition of bankruptcy in| York last week with plans to trans- 
IN. Y¥. federal court Thursday (24) fer her activities east for the winter. 


She'll make occasional short trips 


to Hollywood, but will headquarter | 
in New York and will probably open | 
an office there, j 


| 
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VARIETY KADIO DIRECTORY 
(Published in N. Y. annually) 
$5 per copy 
DAILY VARIETY 
$10 a year—$12 foreign 
(Published in Hollywood by 
Daily Variety, Ltd.) 
—— 


55¢c top, got a slow start open- 
ing day and won’t come near the 
record coin paid Maurice Chevalier 
| here several years ago. Chevalier 
got $25,000 flat for an eight-day 
stand; Hope is in on a guarantee of 
| $15,000 for nine days against a per- 
centage of the gate. Chevalier’s sal- 
|ary, incidentally, was an all-time 
|high for a single performer, while 
| Hope must pay off his troupe. 
Hope opened Saturday (26) at 55¢ 
(Chevalier’s admish was 75c) with 
only 1,000 in the audience for the 
(Continued on page 42) 
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Film Industry's No 


. 1 Headache, 


The Gov't Anti-Trust Suit, Ends; 


Decree In Full Starts on Page 24 


The film 
gation, 


industry’s greatest liti- 


the Government anti-trust 


suit against eight major film com- 
panies, came partially to an end yes- 
terday (Tues.) when James V. Hayes, 
special assistant to the U. S. attor- 


ney general Robert Jackson, and in| 


charge of the consent decree depart- 
ment, announced to trial Judge 
Henry Warren Goddard in N. Y. fed- 
eral court that five major producer- 
distributors 


at which time the independent pro- 
ducers and Columbia Pictures Corp., 


the only major company apparently | 


to object, may be heard. 

Judge Goddard declared, when 
Jacob Schecter, representing Nation- 
ai Allied of New York, asked if in- 
dependents could expect a hearing 
on the 14th to voice their grievances, 
‘I propose to hear everything and 
anybody who has an interest in this 
ease.” Louis D. Frohlich, attorney 
for Columbia, announced his inten- 
tions of protesting the decree on the 
14th in behalf of his clients. Uni- 
versal and United Artists, the other 
members of the ‘big eight,” who have 
refused to have anything to do with 
the proceedings, will not attempt to 
hinder court approval. The case was 
postponed to the 14th as to Colum- 
bia, Universal and UA, at which time 
it is probable the amended com- 
plaint against these three companies, 
charging unfair trade practices, will 
be filed. 

Wasington’s OK 

Assurance that the interminable 
discussions, which have been termed 
a comedy of errors, were at an end, 
came late Monday (28) afternoon 
when attorney general Jackson ap- 
proved the decree in Washington af- 
ter Thurman Arnold, his trust-buster, 
had given his consent. Thus, aftér 
two years, three months and nine 
days, Paramount, Loew’s, Warner 
Bros., RKO and 20th-Fox are in the 
clear. Trial of the action which 
had started June 3 had been halted 
June 7, 1940, after opening state- 
ments, to allow for meetings be- 
tween major company counsel and 
the Government to attempt a settle- 
ment. 


After the hearing for independents, 
which may last from a day to a 
week, Judge Goddard is expected to 
sign the decree, and then the new 
action will start agalnst the three 
non-theatre owning majors’. based 
primarily on selling methods. Un- 
der the terms of the ‘escape’ “clause 
in the decree, signed by the ‘big 
five,’ the Department of Justice must 
obtain a ruling in its favor by June 
1, 1942, against the ‘little three,’ 
based on selling methods, or the Big 
Five may withdraw. Despite the 
terrific opposition expected to .be 
presented to the court on Nov. 14 by 
independents, Judge Goddard is ex- 
pected to pay little heed to the pro- 
tests, feeling, as he has declared in 
court, that the Government in its 
settlement was looking out for the 
best interests of the majority, and 
while small individual merit 
might exist in the protests, it is im- 
possible to secure a decree to satisfy 


some 


everyone, and the minority must 
suffer to do the most good for the 
majority This include the pres-| 
ent ‘obnoxious’ clause calling for sale 
of films in blocks of five, with the | 
country’s independent groups almost 
unanimously calling for cancellation | 


privileges in its place. 


Tracy and Rooney Repeat 
In ‘Men of Boys Town’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney 
repeat as co-stars in ‘Men of Boys 
Town,’ sequel to ‘Boys Town,’ start- 
ing next week at Metro. 

Norman Taurog repeats as direc- 
tor, and John W. Considine, Jr., as 
producer. 





‘Sleepers’ for Forde 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Eugene Forde gets the director call 
on the Sol Wurtzel production, 
‘Sleepers East,’ at 20th-Fox, s¢ripted 
by Lou Breslow. 
Filming is slated to start Nov. 19. 





had agreed to a con-| 
sent decree to terminate the action. | 
The court then set a date of Nov. 14 


Frisco Turf Club Lures 





Hollywood, Oct. 29. 





an executive job with the new 





Col. Settles With Rosen, 


Will Release His ‘Mad Dog’ 





Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 

Al Rosen and Columbia pictures 
|made an out-of-court settlement of 
their infringement suit involving the 
title, ‘Mad Man of Europe,’ which 
the studio produced. Rosen charged 
it was lifted from his title, ‘Mad 
Dog of Europe.’ 

Under the settlement, Rosen will 
produce ‘Mad Dog of Europe’ for Co- 
lumbia release. ~ 





Vote Nov. 12 on Final 


| Draft of Pact to Bring 
Pic Coin Back to B’way 


Final draft of the amended Dra- 
matists Guild basic agreement, which 
will regulate shows backed by pic- 
ture money, will be formally pre- 
sented to the Guild membership Nov. 
12. Upon its presumed acceptance, 


whether Hollywood is to stimulate 
legit production this season. Mon- 
day (28) the Guild’s council okayed 
additional suggestions submitted by 
the managers and advised Sidney R. 


effect. 


Known that there are no impor- 
tant points in the amendment that 
have not been straightened 
|} Most of the issues were agreed upon 
| by representatives of the film firms 
and the authors. More recently the 
managers participated in making re- 
visions, which however, are evident- 
ly acceptable to the other interests. 


‘FULL SPEED AHEAD ON 
TUNEFILMS AT 20-FOX 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
20th-Fox ordered a speedup on the 
| production of ‘The Great American 
| Broadcast’ to cash in on the current 
| demand for musicals. 

The other tunefilms, ‘Rings on Her 
Fingers’ and ‘Tall, Dark and Hand- 
some,’ are in preparation on the 
| Westwood lot. 




















Broadway will know soon thereafter 


Fleisher, film rights arbiter, to that | 


out. | 


Golden Gate Turf Club. 
| Sherman Harris 


Val Paul resigned as production; anti-trust suit in equity against five of the major film producin 
manager of the Richard Rowland | tributing companies, 
picture, ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ 
and moved to San Francisco to take! companies, 


takes over the 


ed 


| _— 
Val Paul From Fins| Consent Decree at a Glance 





Document filed yesterday (Tues.) by the Department of Justice, anti 
| trust division, halts for a period of at least three years the Government's 


r & and dis. 
Signatories are Paramount, Loew’s (Metro). a 


Radio, Warner Bros., 20th Century-Fox, and their subsidiary and affiliated 


Deny 


Judge Henry W. Goddard has set Nov. 14, at 10:30 a. m., as the time and 
the Federal court building, N. Y., as the place to hear interested persons 


berth Paul vacated at General Serv-| not parties to the suit voice objections to the terms. Anticipated that ob. 


ice studio. 





ITS PIX INTO 
MUSIC HALL 


With 





‘Dictator’ 





irun, Metro is offering its product to 
ithe Music Hall, N. Y., as films be- 
|come available. 


| ‘Bitter Sweet,’ which is slated for 
jnational release Nov. 8, and ‘Phila- 
| delphia Story,’ on which no release 
| date has been set, have been booked 
|with the Hall. Latter bought both 
|pictures without seeing them. Some 
| weeks ago it closed for ‘Escape,’ re- 
| lease date of which is Nov. 1. This 
film follows the current ‘Westerner.’ 


Hall has also closed for ‘Arizona’ 
| with Columbia. It bought ‘Thief of 
|Bagdad’ from UA a long while back 
‘and for a time it was questionable 
‘whether the house would play the 
film though now it’s definite. 





LITVAK SIGNS WB AS 


| Jack Warner has signatured Ana- 
tole Litvak to a two-year contract 
las a Warner Bros. producer-director. 
| Litvak, currently in New 
|planed to the Coast last (Tuesday) 
| night, 
Litvak will make ‘King’s Row’ as 
| first under new pact. 





Armetta’s Comedy Series 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Henry Armetta signed to star in 
four humorous films to be produced 
iby T. H. Richmond for the Producers 
Releasing Corp. 
First is ‘It Happened to Me,’ which 
starts Nov. 14 at Talisman. 








? 





Wobber of 20th-Fox Alone Specific 


— 





In connection with the consent de- 
cree, VARIETY prepared a list of 
| questions for the general sales man- 

agers of the five companies that are 
|party to the agreement, and asked 
| that they be answered ‘if that is pos- 
|sible; or an opinion rendered as to 
| hat might or might not be the case 


|in the event pictures are to be sold 
in blocks of five.” There is slight 
|doubt that the provision to market 
films in packages of five will not 
withstand the opposition of exhibi- 
| tion forces. 

Herman Wobber, general sales 
|head of 20th-Fox, writes as follows: 


‘I have your letter of Oct. 17 ask- 
ing various questions in regard to 
the selling of pictures under the pro- 
posed consent decree. The consent 
decree hasn’t actually been approved 
yet and my present understanding 
of its provisions might later be 
changed. However, I will answer 
your questions as best I can at this 
time. 

‘I think there will be an increase 
of cost in distribution overhead but 
I have no way: of knowing at this 
time what such an increase will 
amount to. 

‘I do not think that any additional 
exchanges will be necessary. 

‘As I understand the proposed de- 
cree the exhibitor does not have to 
see a picture or group that he may 
want to buy. The distributor, how- 
ever, must give him an opportunity 
to see the pictures before offering 
them to the exhibitor. 

‘I do not understand that the dis- 





° e . After playing a few scenes, Cregar | Brown is doing the adaptation, 
' stepped ouf of the cast for two weeks! [If it clicks, It will be the seventh 
CW ecreé ] @C 1X ing of added scenes in ‘Hudson’s Bay.’ | S€Ties or serial on the studio pro- 


+ 


'Nat’l Board of Review’s 
Salute to Disney’s Pic 


| Annual conclave of National Board 

of Review, which will draw dele- 
gates to New York from 37 states, 
for the first time in its history, will 
be fashioned uround a 
Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia’. Label on 
the convention is ‘New Frontiers in 
American Films,’ with the pen-and- 
ink entry introducing a new tech- 
nique in sound reproduction, as the 
prize example. : 








single 


Conference will be held Nov. 14- 
16, on one of which days the dele- 


gates will gander the Disney pic- | 


tures, 


(UA-Chaplin) in | 
| the Capitol, N. Y., for an indefinite | 


PRODUCER-DIRECTOR | 


York, 


film, | 


jections will be filed by exhibitor groups that are opposed to the five. 
picture group selling provision in the decree. 
>ema 


| | 
T | Government announces its intention to proceed forthwith, under an 
amended complaint, against Columbia, Universal and United Artists, ¢o. 


defendants in the original action but not signatories to the present decree, 
Failure of the Government to obtain, through agreement or decision, an 
order by which the three remaining defendants will adhere to the five. 
picture group selling plan, will result in releasing the five majors from 
such provisions after the full season of 1941-42. 

Dea 


Original complaint filed in June, 1938. Trial of action started June 3, 
‘40. Was adjourned after opening arguments on June 7, upon application 
of parties to suit that a consent decree could be negotiated out of court. 

Dye 

By winning consent of the film companics to adopt arbitration of trade 
disputes under supervision of the American Arbitration Association, which 
will set up branch offices in 32 cities for this purpese, the Government 
agrees to defer for three years’ action for divorcement of theatre properties 
from affiliated distributors, 

Sem 

Blind selling of films (licensing pictures for exhibition before the films 
are produced) is prohibited by the decree. Films may be licensed only 
after trade showings. 





ae aes 
Group selling shall be limited to five pictures in any single group, thus 
abolishing prevailing practice of seasonal bookings in large groups. 
>e<ma> 
Decree does not provide for any cancellation of pictures after exhibit- 
ing agreement has been entered into, although it does not prohibit any 
company from making individual cancellation agreement. Does prohibit 
any distributor from making the sale of one group of films dependent 
upon an exhibitor buying another group. 
<> @y 
Disputes subject to arbitration by local arbitrators, 
to a three-man board in New York, include: 
>e<—> 
1. Claims of unreasonable clearance of a theatre over a competing 
theatre. 
2. Allegations of discrimination in favor of large independent cir- 
cuits of theatres against small independent exhibitors. 
3. Refusing to license pictures under any terms to certain theatres. 
4. Forcing unwanted or un-needed short subjects on theatres as a 
condition for selling features. 
5. Arbitrary witholding of available prints for the purpose of giving 
adventage to competitors. 


>e—> 
National arbitration to be put in operation by Jan. 1, 1941. Small fling 
fees to be charged complainants of local actions and appeals. Major cost 
| of maintaining the arbitration system will be borne proportionately by the 
| film companies. Estimated that cost of arbitration will be approximately 
$200,000 annually. 


with appeal rights 





Demy 
During three year trial period of the consent decree and the arbitration 
plan film companies agree not to extend their theatre holdings beyond 
| reasonable requirements to maintain status quo, with Department of 
Justice established as the judge of permissible extensions. 


Now It’s Kikan For 
Comic in ‘Western Union’ 





a oF 


AR. D. A GIVES REPUB 
ITS 7TH ‘KEEP COMING’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Victor Kilian is the third actor ‘Mr. District Attorney’ is being 
assigned to the comic cowboy role | adapted at Republic from the radi 
| Originally meant for Laird Cregar in| program of that title, with the idea 
|‘We tern Union’ at 20th-Fox. | of turning it into a Kar! 








Hollywood, Oct. 29. 





= 


serial, 


George (Gabby) Hayes, second| stam. The 
| choice for the role, was forced to! Family, the 
| withdraw because of illness. the Autrys, 
- ci Don Barrys 


Jeanette’s Concert Trek : 


an Mr. Co-Ed’ Next for Wm. 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. Powell and Myrna Loy 


others are the Higgins 
Dick Tracy cliffhanger, 
the Roy Rogerses, the 
and the Three Mesqui- 











Jeanette MacDonald opens _ her 

| concert tour Nov. 11 in Little Rock, 

| 

Ark., and appears in 10 more cities 
ame , 9 

before returning to Hollywood. ‘ say wood, Oct. 3 

Mr. Co-Ed,’ a comedy with a « 


legiate background, is the next co- 





Second part of the tour starts Jan. 


13 and takes in a dozen southern tarrer for William Powell and Mv 
lowns, , See ali 
— Loy at Metro. ‘Thin Man’ story 
seaaiies originally slated for the pair, has 


Boles’ Concert Tour 


been shelved temporarily. 
J hn Boles 


‘picture deals. 


back from a concert Jack Conway directs ‘Co-Ed’ and 
tour of South America, is warming | Sam Zimbalist produces. 
up his pipes for a platform route of ——- - —_—_— 
two months In the U.S.A. ‘ . 
Meanwhne Boles is mulling two Beery as Bad Man 





British nix government aid to pix 
Nazis’ 150 pix..... 


Kyser testing non-ASCAP quiz.. 
More music for Kraft show 
Ritz Bros.’ radio possibility. . 
AFRA settlement.... 
ASCAP Day at N, Y. Fair 
Nazi runaround to newsmen 








(Continued on page 20) 


South American pie companies woo U. § 





“a Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
ee e Wallace Beery’s next starrer at 
Other News Pertainin {0 P t |Metro is ‘The Bad Man,’ starting 
g IC ures next week, with Richard Thorpe di- 
: recting and J. Walter Ruben pro- 
ducing. 
aid Page 12 | Picture is based on Porter Emer- 
eee ee Page 13 son Brown's play in which the late 
Bese 19 Holbrook Blinn starred. 
CoOCCEC COOH OS CEOS ape 13 
eed ee te ee Te ee ee Pave 13 ; 
ceantienende ‘iahiite bined Page 13 Wurtzel’s S.A. Tour 
rr ee ET TT Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
bhwiavwace Terry TTT Teer TTTTTTTTes OU Sol Wurtzel heads for South 
eke wee ea eee wcTeerriTr America in December to make @ 
0eSinntenadesdsbicscavcunl Page 38 three-month survey of conditions 
ciaica ch eas Pe and customer preference. 
ioamels SOI Eer TS Wants to gear his 20th-Fox pic- 
| tures for the Latin trade. 
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PIX OFFSET TO 


— 


PIX BIZ ON 


Radical revisions in the com 


ITS METTLE 


mercial and showmanship pro- 


cesses by which films are distributed to theatres—and the public 


—heretofore always have been 
from within the industry. Most 


brought about by experiment 
important angle of the consent 


decree, which was signed yesterday by the Government and 
five major film companies, is that a new, and untried method of 


licensing films to exhibitors is 


being set up by court ukase. 


Only a fair trial of the plan will prove its adaptability to the 


highly complicated distribution 


scheme. 


Elimination of blind selling of pictures, a trade term which 
describes the long prevailing practice of contracting for a whole 


season’s product in advance of 


production, inevitably puts the 


pressure on the selling organization of the majors to examine 


every picture on the lists for 


its particular boxoffice merit. 


Whatever the advantages of the present method it cannot be 


denied by its proponents that in 
try at large is the loser through 


the course of a year, the indus- 
exploitation neglect of much of 


the product output. On that account, among others, the new 
lan, by which sales are limited to blocks of five films, may 


justify itself. 


—_—-+—___—-. 


Any major change in operatio 


n methods of the industry to be 


successful must embrace two essentials. It must encourage the 
production of better product by returning higher film rentals 


and wider exhibition; and it 


must stabilize the exhibition 


branch of the business in a manner that will attract new capital 
for improving and extending the exhibition structure. 


It has been asserted by nume 





rous exhibitors that the fear of 


unfair competition from affiliated and larger independent cir- 
cuits has deferred plans both for new theatres, to replace obso- 


lescent houses, and extensive ph 


ysical improveinents in existing 


theatres. The consent decree terms, limiting expansion of the 
affiliated circuits within reasonable bounds of development, may 
be the assurance which independent theatre men have been 


seeking. 
It is not logical to assume tl 
stantly growing, in population 


lat in a country which is con-| 


and wealth, 


great room for future expansion for the film industry. 


Although the new sales 


requirements are 
within the trade, there is unanimity that the setup of national | air again tonight 


controversial 


» 


ELECTIONS 








K STRONGEST 
OWS NEXT WK. 


Sharp Dent in Business As 
Politico Campaign Whirls 
Into Its Finale 


il 











TOUGH OPPOSITION 





Theatre booking through Tuesday 
night (5), Election Day, is being 
guided by a determination to date 
the best shows possible as a means 
of offsetting the opposition against 
the boxoffice as a result of the in- 
tensity of the campaign in its final 


week, and by the big blowoff Nov. 
5 when a record number of Ameri- 
cans are expected to go to the polis. 

According to theatre men, busi- 
ness at night started to get a feel of 
the campaign last Wednesday (23) 
when the air offered President 
Roosevelt, Willkie and Al Smith, 
but over the weekend the figures 
showed amazing strength throughout 
the country. This may be due to 
the fact that the theatres scheduled 
dates for the better product avail- 
able in the exchange vaults, in an- 
ticipation of inroads by the pre- 
election opposition. 

Willkie and Smith were on the 
ether Saturday night (26) at the 
theatre hour (9:45), but on the two 
weekend days a check of the grosses 
across the country showed that they 
were better than for the correspond- 





ing two Saturday-Sundays last year. 
Roosevelt and Willkie were also 


that there is not | on again Monday night (28), plus a 


varied collection of others in the po- 
litical arena from 6:45 well into the 
late evening. Biz Monday (28) was 
off markedly. Roosevelt goes on the 
(Wed.), also on 


arbitration of practice disputes will be universally beneficial, | Friday (1) and finally Monday (4). 
Relations between film exchanges and theatres are highly | Willkie is on every night until elec- 


technical within the terms of the agreements under which films | 
are exhibited, and controversie 
nature that are difficult to solve in court actions. Time element,| this year one of exceptional! public | 


also, in involved. Record of the 


. . . | 
tion over the past two decades is a guarantee that the mediation 


scheme will be constructive. 


Heretofore neglected as ‘parti 


things will have an important bearing on the future status of | 


the creative talent—actors, wr 
higher premiums in sight for o1 
happy experience for those who 
year, under the blockbooking pl 


Hollywood will be put on its 


s, frequently arising, are of a 


American Arbitration Associa- 


es at interest,’ the new order of 
iters and directors. There are 
ttstanding work; a possible un- 
have had a free ride, year after 
an 


mettle. 


For a short period the open season for lawsuits is ended. An 
| | 


industry which has been unde 
pressure for more than two ye 


to work. 


eee 


CHRISTIE-McARTHUR 
BACKED BY STEELE 


Budget of $400.000 has been set for 
the first film of the new Al Christie- 
Charles McArthur unit which will 
produce under the banner and with 
the backing of Odessco Productions, 
of which Bernard J. Steele is prez. 
Christie and MacArthur will be co- 
Producers and co-directors of the 
first pic, for which MacArthur is 
now preparing the screenplay. 

Film is ‘Fathers of Madelon,’ com- 

edy-drama by Frank R. Adams, 
Which was published as a_ full- 
length novel in Red Book about six 
months ago. MacArthur is expected 
to take five or six weeks readying 
the Script, after which he and Chris- 
tie will shift to the Coast. Steele 
18 now working on a major release 
for the film and others which are ex- 
pected to follow. Two companies 
are interested, it is said. 
: Odessco last year turned out 
Back Door to~Heaven’ on an ar- 
rangement with William K. Howard 
Similar to that under which Christie 
and MacArthur are working. It was 
released through Paramount. 


r harassment, uncertainty and 
ars is about ready to get back 


Sperling’s New Deal 
As 20th Producer 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
yn Sperling drew a new pact 
ciate producer at 20th-Fox 
tore up the old one at the 


end of one option period. ‘Stand Up 
d Cheer’ is the first of four pro-|} 
yns on his slate for the current 
program, rolling Dec. 16, 
Three others on the Sperling | 


schedule are ‘Sun Valley,’ Whisper- 
ing Wires’ and ‘Dangerous Lady.’ 





The Ride Must Wait 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Cesar Romero’s next Cisco Kid 
starrer, ‘Ride On, Vaquero,’ was set 
back to a Jan. 13 start, owing to 
casting of the actor in ‘Tall, Dark and 
Handsome,’ a musical which rolls 
Nov. 12 at 20th-Fox. Milton Berle 
starts his new 20th pact in this one 
also. 

Fred Kohlmar is associate producer 


on ‘Handsome,’ Bruce Humberstone | player as a possibility to play Bette | that he was leaving RKO to join | 


| directing. 


+ 


10n., 
The theatres know of no way to 
cope with the election opposition, 
interest, except in the booking of 
the best shows obtainable and in 
the trailerizing currently of results 
| that will be provided election night. 

This has been done in previous 
election years through hookups with 
newspapers, 


| 
| 


through radio, and will be done 
again. Daytime business Tuesday 
(5) will probably be the slowest 
ever and for some states it will go 
beyond the 6 p.m. poll deadline 


for most of them. 


Time 
} 


among tne varli- 


| which exists 
| voting stops varies 
| ous states, but this year it will be 
lg p.m. for New York as against 6 
p.m. in prior years Pennsylvania 
has always be@én 8 p.n 


Firsco Pessimistic 
San Francisco, Oct. 29. 
Only election-night preparations 
being made by theatres here (aside 
from laying in extra 
| with regard to occasional flashes on 


| 





returns, phoned by newspapers or 
picked off the air. 

| Operators figure there won't be 
“very manv folks inside to hear ‘em 
and anyway those few are likely to 
be refugees seeking respite f n po- 


litical statistic 


| 
| 


Exonerate Frank Scuily 
Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 
| A ; 
| rank Scully was cleared by a 
jury in Superior Court of all 
charges in connection with the em- 
| bezzling of public funds as secre- 
| tary of the Department of Institu- 
| tions. 
The case involved $2,639 which 
Scully had sequestered in a Holly- 
wood bank. 


| 

| WB’S KATH LOCKE TEST 

| Katherine Locke planed out for 
the Coast last Wednesday (23) for 

| screen-testing by Warner Bros. 

| Studio is interested in the legit 


Davis’ sister in ‘January Heights.’ 


wire syndicates or | 


aspirin) are | 


vv 


British Coin Freeze 


Filmers Expires 








Archie Mayo Goes 20th 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Archie Mayo signed a two-year 
first assignment under producer 
director deal at 20th-Fox, with ‘The 
Great American Broadcast’ as his 
guidance of Kenneth Macgowan. 

Director recently settled his con- 
tract difficulties with Samuel Gold- 
wyn. 


Stiff Fines For 
Profiteering On 
Defense Taxes 


ee eet 








Detroit, Oct. 29. 

Evidence Uncle Sam wasn’t fool- 
ing when he warned theatre men, 
liquor dealers, amusement operators, 
et al, not to use the new defense 
taxes as a means of jacking up prices 
or deceiving the public on the 
| amounts collected, was given here. 
|Seven wholesale beer dealers in 
| Michigan were indicted by a Fed- 
| eral grand jury on charges of profit- 
|eering under the guise of collecting 
the defense taxes and face a maxi- 





| mum penalty of two years in prison, 
| $5,000 fines or both. 


At the time the new taxes went in, 
a caution went out that it was to be 
| made clear how much was being col- 
llected for Uncle Sam. Theatres 
throughout Michigan did a nice job 
'on the new taxes, running patriotic 
| trailers, showing how the money was 
to be spent and posting signs, as in 
World War days, showing how much 
was tax. Those which raised prices 


to round numbers were careful to| 
indicate the tax and the additional | 


|}penny price increase. 

| On the contrary, the liquor men 
began to earn plenty of abuse by 
jacking their prices up far above the 
price required. The Michigan indict- 
ment is one of the first issued since 
the taxes went in July 1 and will be 
followed by others throughout the 
nation, U. S. Attorney John C, Lehr 
said, 


| 20TH-FOX SCUTTLES 6 
FOR DIVERS REASONS 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Seven pictures previously an- 
nounced have been removed from 
the 20th Century-Fox 1940-41 slate. 





‘Rip Van Winkle,’ intended for 
Shirley Temple, has been dropped 
because the, moppet is no longer on 
the lot. ‘Andre Maginot,’ based on 
t 


t 
he French Maginot Line, has been 

uttled because of Hitler 

‘Highway 66’ is out as a,sequel to 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ because the story 
was ‘Fifth Avenue’ 
has been chucked by Zanuck as un- 
suitable under present conditions 
‘Down on the Wabash’ has been 
scratched as too similar in theme to 
‘Maryland.’ Also yanked are ‘Song 
of the Islands’ and ‘Khyber Pass.’ 
Unlikely that ‘Brooklyn Bridge’ will 
be done this season. 


unsatisfactory 





Sisk Back to RKO 


Robert Sisk, RKO producer, p!aned 
back to the Coast last week after 
four-day visit to New York to go 
over details of a story property which 
the studio is considering purchasing. 

Sisk categorically denied report 


| 20th-Fox. 


/some time this week. 


Treaty With U.S. 
Friday (Nov. 1): 


Kennedy Due to Report This Week 


Joseph P. Kennedy, America’s 
ambassador to England, who ar- 
rived by Clipper last Sunday (27) 
from Europe, will report newest de- 
velopments on the Great Britain 
coin freeze, as had been expected, 
He is due to 
confab with Will Hays when details 
of the distributor money situation 
likely will be revealed. 

American picture companies are 
striving to get not less than $12,- 
500,000 out of Great Britain in the 
12-month period starting next Nov. 
1, However, if the Johnson credit 
act of U. S. is repealed and credit 
allowed Great Britain on war sup- 
ply purchases, the $17,500,000 per- 
mitted out in remittances to seven 
American major companies (Univer- 
sal made a separate deal because of 
British affiliations) during the past 
year ending Friday (Nov. 1), may 
be retained. The British govern- 
ment, seeking to conserve its dollar 
exchange, is reputed as asking only 
$5,000,000 tg.$7,500,000 allowance to 
U. S. distribs, 

Decision must be made before 
midnight, Oct. 31, it was stated of- 
ficially in New York yesterday, but 
negotiations still were going on both 
here and in London late Tuesday. 
Actual ruling by the British gov- 
ernment may be held in abeyance 
|until after the Presidential election, 
Nov. 5, or until after it’s known 
|whether the Great Britain govern- 
|ment will be permitted coin for war 
|purchases. Despite these develop- 
j|ments, major companies continue 
| talking the $12,500,000 figure, should 
| the situation remain as is, because 
they contend this is the smallest 
;}amount they can operate on suc- 
i cessfully in the British Isles. 

Ambassador Kennedy’s radio ad- 
| dress last night (Tues.) was to have 
| confined itself to the international 
| political situation. 


‘Dave Chatkin Now 
| At Columbia Studio 








Another theatre operator who is 
prepping for a production post is 
Dave Chatkin, who is at Columbia's 
| studio on the Coast serving a two- 
months’ apprenticeship. If this de- 
velops to the satisfaction of the Col 
production executives, he will be as- 
signed to the Irving Briskin unit as 
a producer, it is understood. 

Chatkin went west two months 
| ago, first to look around, as he in- 
dicated. He stepped out of Monarch 
Theatres at that time and the cir- 
cuit, operating in Indianapolis, 
Youngstown and a couple other 
| spots, is now under the sole direc- 
tion of Harry Katz, brother of Sam, 
a Metro executive. 

For many years with Publix as a 
high theatre operating executive, 
Chatkin and Milt Feld, latter now a 


Universal production executive, 
tepped out to organize Monarch 
Theatres with which Harry Katz 
Iso became associated Chatkin 
previously had been in distribution, 


about 15 years ago. 


WANGER BREAKING HIS 
JUMP TO THE COAST 


Walter Wanger, after several 
months in the east, left last week 
to work his way Coastward making 
speeches. He'll arrive in Hollywood 
on Friday (1) after stops at Cleve- 
land, Chicago, Des Moines, Seattle 
and Portland. 


His next picture will be ‘Eagle 
Squadron,’ an original, which he 
bought while in New York. Story 
of the American unit which is fight- 


1 


ing with the RAF in England is by 
J. L. V. Shelley. William Wellman, 
who directed ‘Wings,’ is being talked 
; with by Wanger to handle the meg. 


To Learn Pix Prod. 
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Par in No Mood to Close Any 40-41 


Film Deals Unless the Price Is Right 





7? 


Paramount has not closed any. Geo. Skouras’ Gesture To 
deals to date on its 1940-41 product— | 
ee — yl + tle tages | A. Graham, owner of a small cin- 
—where it hasn’t gotten the terms | ema circuit in England, is a hap- 
which it has carefully laid down pier man today than when he first 
for its pictures this season. As a re-| sent his 


sult its highly-geared distribution 
department is making deals which 
may ultimately stack up as the best 
in Par’s history, with optimism run- 
ning high throughout the sales divi- 
sion in view of early deliveries and 
the looks of the films which are yet 
to be released. 


Company has taken an adamant 
stand in the matter, based upon a 
valuation of its product that is much 
higher than for the past two years, 
and is not compromising deals under 
strong resistance. The Warner deal 
which was long in negotiation. was 
ultimately agreed upon in principle 
for the entire circuit and a vast 
amount of detail is now being 
worked out between Par and WB 
covering the application 
agreement to all the houses, 


RKO Ahead 


RKO is claimed to be running sub- 
stantially ahead of last year on sales, 
its 1940-41 deals placing the com- 
pany in a better position than it was 
at this time last year on the ’39-40 
product. The New York branch, in- 
cluding sales in the Greater N.Y. 
area, is among those that are well in 
front of last year. 


During the past week RKO closed 
with the Kallet circuit, operating 15 
houses in upstate, N.Y. Deal was set 
by Bernie Kranze, exchange man- 
ager at Albany. 

The Mullin & Pinanski circuit has 
purchased the Republic product for 
its houses in Boston. J. R. Grainger 
went to negotiate the deal in asso- 
ciation with Rep’s Boston branch 
manager, M. E. Morey. Marty Mul- 
lin and his film buyer, Phil Seletsky, 
acted for the circuit. 

Republic has negotiated a _ sales 
contract for its 1940-41 pictures with 
the A. E. Lichtman circuit, operat- 
ing in Washington, D. C., and Vir- 
ginia. J. R. Grainger and Sam Flax, 
Rep’s Washington franchise holder, 
set the Lichtman deal. 

Paramount’s Miami circuit, headed 
by S. A. Lynch, and the Malco cir- 
cuit, operated by M. A. Lightman in 
partnership with Par, 
for the RKO product. Bob Mochrie, 
eastern-southern sales manager head- 
quartering at the home office, headed 
delegation in consummation of the 
deals. 

According to Neil Agnew, distribu- 
tion chief of the company, accounts 
on the books are volunteering to up 
admissions on the C. B. DeMille pic- 
ture. 

Grad Sears, Warner Bros. sales 
chief, starts on the longest sales 
trek of the current season some time 
next week. He plans covering the 
middlewest, southern and Coast ter- 
ritory before concluding this trip the 
middle of next January. 

Jose Raventos, principal exhibitor 
in Costa Rica, in New York this 
week on a buying trip. 

Because most of product deals are 
made on the spot in his own coun- 
try, present trip involves purchases 
of new equipment. He plans return- 
ing home Nov. 2. 





Par Northwest’s Deals 
Minneapolis, Oct. 29. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) 
has cormpleted 1940-41 product deals 
with all the major distributors, ex- 
cepting Columbia and United Artists, 
and it’s expected that the latter will 
be set shortly. 

John J. Friedl, the circuit’s head, 
just returned from New York, where 
the deals with 20th-Fox and Warners 
were signed. 

Northwest Allied districts are go- 
ing on record in opposition to ad- 
mission boosts for such special re- 
leases as ‘Boom Town,’ etc., claim- 
ing that the policy penalizes the 
smaller exhibitors whose releases 
are set back with the result that 
larger town houses having the same 
clearance take the cream off such 


pictures by playing them well ahead | 


at the higher scale, which is im- 
practicable in smaller situations. 





Following test dates in a half 
dozen opening engagements, during 
the past week, Paramount is seeking 
dates on ‘Northwest Mounted’ at in- 
creased admissions along the same 


lines as figured for ‘Boom Town,’ | Coliseum and was part owner of the | now has advised that such a guaran- 
| Circle theatre, 


‘Brigham Young’ and other films. 


of the} 


Have closed | 


wife,. two children, sister 
'and nephew to the U. S. for the 
| duration of the war. Also he feels 
'more kindly towards the American 
film business. All because George 
| P. Skouras 
| year’s pass to the Liberty theatre, 
Elizabeth, N. J., after being told of 
their desires by Metro. 

Under currency restrictions, each 
;member of the family was able to 
'take only about $40 with him w 
'U. S. Graham, Sr., sought some 
| plan whereby he could pay in Eng- 
land and have his family enjoy the- 
jatre entertainment in America. 
| Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro’s director in 


| England, communicated with Bill 
| Rodgers, Metro’s domestic _ sales | 
| chief, who referred the matter to 


| Skouras because he operates the 
Liberty, Elizabeth. The pass was 
immediately forthcoming. 


3 Warner Brothers’ 
Trust Funds Okayed 
By Revenue Dept. 








Washington, Oct. 29. 

| Ingenious trust fund arrangements 
by the three Warner brothers saved 
| Jack L. Warner approximately $5,000 
| last week when the U.S. Board of 
| Tax Appeals sided with him in an 
argument versus the Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau. The Federal agency 
was trying to collect gift taxes on 
amounts paid in 1932, 1933 and 1935 
to his son, Jack M., and to his form- 
er wife, Irmo, from a trust created 
by Albert Warner. 

Following the death in 1931 of 
Lewis Warner, Harry’s son, the WB 
proprietors established three funds 
in order to protect themselves and 
families in the future. Each brother 
named another as beneficiary, giving 
up all control over the fund. All 
trusts were set up simultaneously, 
on May 26, 1932, and each was for 
$2,000,000. 


The Government argued that there 
was a quid pro quo in the arrange- 
ment and that, in effect, the pay- 
ments from the various funds were 
gifts to other family members. This 
position was not sustained by the 
umpires, who said ‘it does not ap- 
pear that any one of the Warners 
would have created a trust for the 





British Exhib’s Family, 


issued the family a} 





‘Kent Promises 20th-Fox 


| Draftees Reemployment 


Coincident with the drawing of the 
first numbers under the draft, S. R. 
Kent, president of 20th-Fox yester- 
day (Tues.) announced its policy 
concerning men who are called into 
service. Every employee who has 
been with the company for one year 
or longer will be taken back into 
20th providing application for re- 
sumption of employment is made 
promptly on dismissal from training. 

Any group insurance carried by 
20th in behalf of employees will be 
continued on the cuff by 20th. Each 
employee called into military service 
will receive up to four weeks’ salary, 
the number of weeks to be deter- 
mined by the company. 


U.S. Okays 2506 - 
For Military 
Training Pix 





Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Initial outlay of $250,000 is being 


| made by the Government for the 
‘production of training pictures for 


| draftees here. 


Additional appropria- 


|tions will be forthcoming as work 


progresses. Gordon Mitchell, gen- 
eral manager of the Academy Re- | 
search council, who supervises pro- 
duction in collaboration with other 


army reserve officers, planed back 


‘for further discussions with the army 


benefit of his brother’s family had | 
not the other two agreed at the same | 
time to create similar trusts,, but, | 


on the contrary, the creation of each 
was dependent upon and in con- 
sideration of the creation of the 
other two.’ Decision noted that in 
each instance the individual creat - 
ing the trust gave the power to 
amend, alter, or revoke to his two 
brothers and their long-time legal 
advisor, Stanleigh P. Friedman, in- 
,dividually surrendering all control. 

Trust set up by Albert Warner 
provided that half of the income 
should go to Jack’s son and one- 
fourth to Jack’s former wife. In ac- 
cordance, amounts were paid out 
during the three specified years and 
the Revenue Bureau wanted a total 
of $4,586.15 in gift taxes. Theory 
was that Jack Warner had the 
power, if two other trustees went 
along with him, to change the agree- 
ment and consequently could have 
withheld the payments; ergo, the 
cash amounted to gifts. 

Dissenting opinion was rendered 
by three Board members, who took 
the slant that provisions of the 1934 
Revenue Act altering the gift levy, 
were not retroactive and _ taxes 
should be collected for the first two 
of the three years. 


Lazarus’ $193,997 Estate 


New Orleans, Oct. 29. 

Henry Lazarus, theatre operator 
who died recently, left an estate 
|} valued at $193,997, which will go to 
his widow and son, Isador, according 
to an inventory filed in civil district 
court here. The bulk of the estate 
| was represented by theatrical stock 
and properties. 
' Lazarus owned the Center and 








to Washington yesterday (Monday) 


OF PEOPLE AND PLACES 


By The Shirt 





The Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
LOUELLA O. PARSONS 
State Theatre 





Louvella Never Looked Better 


Buck that line. In football jargon that is what one has to do this week 
to get into the Variery office. A delegation from Hollywood holds away 
at the State Theatre and the autograph hounds are out in legion at the 
stage door which happens to be next to Variery. These enthusiasts have 
a new wrinkle—cameras. They take pictures, have them developed, then 
come around again and try to get the victims to autograph the snaps. 

The Hollywood visitors this week are Louella Parsons and party, It's a 
much better entertainment than last year’s probably because arranged and 
written by Edgar Allan Woolf. Louella never looked better than she did 
at the second show Thursday in a long wine red cocktail model. The neck 
line is a deep V with the skirt slightly gathered in front. An off-the-face 
round black hat has a band of red underneath the brim which is edged 
with curled aigrettes. For the finale a black fringed gown is a setting for 
beautiful jewels; Miss Parsons has them all on display. The necklace ig 
breath taking. 

Brenda Joyce wears a nice dress consisting of a long black full skirt and 
white top. She does a number in a blue skirt and white pullon. A gown 
of pale pink chiffon is heavily studded in brilliants with a sea green sort of 
bolero. Ilona Massey, pounds thinner, is sweetly pretty in a peasant cos- 
tume of white organdie and soon changes to an elaborate pale blue gown 
worthy of a prima donna, which happens to be just what Miss Massey is, 
And then there’s Binnie Barnes, more beautiful than ever. A white satin 
gown has a girdle of gold net with turban the same. Her comedy number 
is done as probably only an English woman can do such stuff. For the 
Conga finish a bluish grey gown is topped by French red jacket, embroid- 
ered on the edges in gold, 


At Jimmy Roosevelt's Peep Show 


Hundreds were invited, thousands came to James Roosevelt’s and Fred 
Mills’ first showing in New York of the Mills Panorama-Movie Machine 
and Soundies. The machine, about seven feet in height, has a screen 14x18 
inches, and the pictures are clear and the subjects interesting. There is 
‘The Parade of the Wooden Soldiers,’ with girls dressed in the well-known 
costumes and girls in short skirts as an added attraction. 


A hula number is costumed in true Hawaiian costumes and Victor 





Signal Corps chief. 

Revealed that the motion picture 
division of the Signal Corps reserve 
will have 26 officers and 304 men 
headed by Warners’ Major Nathan | 


| 


Levinson, who gets the commis- | 
sion of lieutenant-colonel. Other | 
officers are Major Sam _ Briskin, 

Major Bryan Foy, Capt. Robert 
Lord, Capt. Byron Haskins, Capt. | 
Edward Sutherland, Lieut. Ws G.| 
Hoch, Lieut. Roy Fernstron, Lieut. 


Jules Buck. 

During the production of training 
pictures, officers are liable to take | 
time off from studio duties. The | 
division is not to be called out unless | 
mobilized into service. Understood | 
Harry M. Warner is making avail- | 
able the old Vitagraph studios here | 
for the training pictures. First pic- | 
ture is expected by the 
initial group of draftees reach camp. | 


time the | 


Par Woos 2d Runs’ Co-Op 
In N.Y. (Meaning Loew) 
Via Passes to Managers 





With the thought of getting more 
out of its product in the Greater 
New York area, Paramount is plan- 
ning an experiment embodying an 
invitation to all of the Loew man- 
agers, assistants and press agents to 
view the Par product before it 
reaches this chain’s theatres. Loew’s 
plays all of the Par pictures on sub- 
sequent run following their showings 
at the Par, N. Y. . 

A total of 190 passes will he issued 
by Par to Loew operating forces en- 
titling them to view forthcoming Par 
films in the ‘A’ category on second 
weeks at the N. Y. Par. 

Passes to be issued to the 190 
Loewites will call for their signa- 
tures and in order to insure that the 
oakleys aren’t being given away, the 
signature will be asked for on pres- 
entation for verification. 

Plan is the first of its kind known | 
in the industry and if paying out so | 
far as results on Par pictures are | 
concerned after they leave the N. Y. | 
Par, it may become a regular policy 
in New York as well as elsewhere. 





SAME 10% GUARANTEE 


| Leila Leipsic with her staunch friends the Camps, 


| season and sprinkle with flour. 


Young blares forth with his band playing “Tiger Rag’. Joy Hodges does 


, a number in a pretty frock of white with a sequin bodice and there 


were innumerable others, as the show went on for hours. Each film ran 


| about three minutes and noted in them were many well known faces. 
| There is no limit to what can be done in the way of entertainment and 


it would be bad for the picture houses if the price of these machines 
could be gotten down to normal for the home. 


Among the thousands who milled through the many rooms of the Star- 


| light Room of the Waldorf were Lanny Ross, Sophie Tucker, Carol Bruce, 


Ella Logan, Shep Fields, Abe Lyman, Sam Strahl, Max Bear, Terry Lawlor, 
Francis Faye, James J. Walker, Eddy Duchin, James T. Mangan and Sam 
Roth, Virginia Smith, Ray Gallo, Dave Apollon and John Otterson, 
Lila Lee Lovely in Plain Brown 
‘Blind Alley’ now showing at the Windsor Theatre was in moth balls for 
some years. It is a play well worth reviving and with the deft direction 
of Jack Daniels makes for an engrossing study of*criminology. There 


| were raves for Roy Hargrave but James Todd should have shared in the 


honors. Lila Lee has developed into a lovely woman. She has little to 
do in this show but she adds to the picture. Her one dress was a ein- 
namon brown made very plain but for two ornamented pockets. Dodee 


| Wick a governess picked prints for her costumes and the moll gal, Berna- 
| dene Hayes, wore the sweater and skirt of her world. 


The Gamut From ‘B’ to ‘R’ 

Gary Cooper may draw a feminine audience to the Radio City Music 
Hall but the picture never will. The Skirt concentrates on the stage show. 
Firstly there is Henrietta Schumann, pianist for the week with the or- 
chestra. Her gown was of a solid red. The show proper, ‘In the Mood,’ 
runs the usual gamut from B (ballet) to R (Rockettes) with latter the 
customary wow. The ballet is a sort of Pierrot number with the coloring 
blue and white. The white satin of the Pierrottes is topped with blue eaps, 
of a pale shade. Girls are attractive in very short skirts made very full 
with overdresses of the blue. 

The military number of the Rockettes is done in short flamingo red 
cloth costumes made with short skirts and a touch of black running down 
the front of the jackets. Black boots and hats matched. 


Feeding the Famous 

Lunching at Frank Case’s Wayside Inn Thursday: Dennis King, Florence 
Reed, Charles Walters, Oscar and Estelle Alexander, Jessie Royce Landis, 
Marc Connelly, Ernest Pascal, Mischa Elman, Oscar Serlin, Ernest Cogsart, 
Peggy Wood, Jean Muir (who, by the way, has entirely new makeup much 
to her advantage), and Will Hays. 

Dinner at Toots Shor’s is doing capacity business: Bert Lahr, Jay ¢. 
Flippen, Ben and Sylvia Socolow, Johnny Broderick, Mill Pickman and 


The rest of the crowd 
was made up mostly of the City Athletic Club. 





Their Favorite Recipes 
(Lila Lee Stew) 


% Ib. suet 2 green peppers 

2 lbs. shoulder beef 4 carrots 

Salt 4 potatoes 

Pepper 1 cup tomato juice 
Paprika 3 cups of water 

4 onions 


1 celery stalk 


Melt the suet and then strain. Add onions cut small, shoulder of beef, 


Cook till brown. Remove to pot and add 


| seeded green peppers, three cups of water, one cup of tomato juice, one 


celery stalk cut small. Simmer until tender. 


. é Then add four diced carrots, 
diced potatoes and cook until tender. 





FOR CHAPLIN AS ‘GONE’| ——____-—__—_—- ™ 


| between distribution and account | 
concerning overhead. 

Decision has been reached by If the exhibitor does not want to 

| United Artists and Charles Chaplin} play ‘Dictator’ at the straight 70°; 

_to guarantee accounts a 10% profit| terms, he may make a deal for the | 
'on deals for ‘The Dictator,’ which is | 10% profit and reap at least this or 
being marketed at the same all-time | more in event that any ‘coverage’ | 
high of 70% straight from the first| above the 10% does ‘not exceed 

dollar as applied for ‘Gone With the | 30% of the gross. 
| Wind.’ | Playing so far only for Loew’s at | 
UA has held in abeyance for sev- | the Capitol and Astor, N. Y., the | 
;eral weeks its answer to buyers | Chaplin picture goes into 25 spots | 


| whether it would emulate the Metro|tomorrow (Thurs.). An additional 
16 have been set to date. These 


| policy so far as the 10% indemni- 
' fication of profit was concerned, but | include a majority of Loew situa- | 
tions, two houses for Balaban & | 


Katz, one for Publix-Shea, one for | 











'tee will be provided on agreement 


the M. A. Shea circuit; a couple for 
Warner Bros. and a couple for the 
Evergreen circuit in the north- 
west. 





London Hot for Chaplin 
London, Oct. 29. 
Bidding is continuing for the West 
End preem of Charles Chaplin's 
‘Dictator,’ with the latest develop- 
ment placing Gaumont’s Regal and 
the London Pavilion in line to get 
the film for simultaneous vpening. 
Oscar Deutsch has been outbid 
but is cabling Chaplin direct to get 
the preem for his Odeon circuit. 


ae 








ae 
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RIETY 


6,500 EXTRAS BEEF TO 


Browne Due to Meet Casey in N.Y. ] RS AT LOWEST Too Many Disappomtments on Pix 
Later This Week on New IA Pact 


Promised RKO by Its Indie Unit 


PICTURES 7 




















Pending the arrival of George E. 
Browne, president of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, in New York to present 
to Pat Casey the demands of the IA 
on jurisdiction and working condi- 
tions, it is ‘anybody's guess,’ in 
Casey's words, what may be ex- 
pected. Meantime, no advance indi- 
cations have been made to producers | 
as to IA wishes concerning an ap- | 
proximate 8,000 IATSE workers in | 





+ 





Skouras’ Family Huddle 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Spyros Skouras is here from New 
York for confabs with his brother, 
Charles, regarding their extensive 
holdings in Greece. 

Charles, as head of the family, re- 
cently made a trip to Greece to wind 
up the estate of another brother 
there. 





Want Voting Privileges In 
Screen Actors Guild—Also 
Authority to Negotiate 
Own Deals with Producers 





CENTRAL CUTS STAFF 


With employment in the film in- 





EBB IN YEARS 


Prods. Causes Schaefer's 


Axe-Swing 





Good for a Yarn, Anyway 


| Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
| 


Arthur Caeser and Bogart Rogers past 10 days. 


a 
> —_—_——. 


Backtrack on the policy of having 
ja large quantity of RKO’s product 
made by indie producers is seen in 
prez George Schaefer’s heavy axe- 
swinging on the Coast during the 
Largest major outlet 


|are writing a screen musical around for unit product, outside of United 
ja group of musicians who joined a= Artists, RKO is now understood to 


service band to beat the draft. 


|be convinced that for assurance of 


; Idea was inspired by the recent | quality pictures 1 delivery w 

a r) itm ; | quality pictures and delivery when 

the stud ; ; re dustry at its lowest mark in five plight of several musikers, who after | promised, there’s nothing quite like 
Casey was in Chicago last week | ¢ years, 6,500 Hollywood extras are |joining to keep up their local con- | direct studio control. 


but Browne was on his farm near | 
Chicago several days, Ostensibly in 
huddles with his own people on the 
matter, and Casey came on to New 


Fantasias Spot 


‘appealing directly to the American 
| Federation of Labor for aid in their 
|fight to force the Screen Actors 
| Guild to grant them full voting 


tacts, were ordered to Panama for 
nine months. 





Failure of a number of RKO’s in- 
dies to come throuch last season as 
scheduled, which has complicated 
the selling problem for 1940-41, has 


te ya pega ~ yng — bs Between [ATSE | privileges and authority to negotiate wd ? made Schaefer and other RKO 
end of Sy aus atains deen with i their ow. deals with the Producers. 1aZZa cS etout execs dissatisfied with the setup. : 
cussion On the studio § When the SAG board of directors ll : 


Casey, who is labor relations counsel 
for all the producing companies. Not 
unlikely that the powwows between 
Casey and Browne, as well as be- 
tween Casey and the producers, will 
consume weeks. In any event, 
Casey expects to be east for some 
time but it may be that final parleys 
will be held on the Coast, as fre- 
quently occurring in the past. 

The IA has a five-year contract | 
with the studios dating from Febru- | 
ary, 1939, under which it has subse- | 
quently received a 10% 





increase. | 
This was negotiated by Willie Bioff 


And IBEW Scrap 


Walt Disney is caught in the mid- 
dle of a union jurisdictional dispute 
which may not only delay the open- 
ing of ‘Fantasia’ at the 53d St. the- 
atre, N. Y., but threatens the pic- 
ture wherever it plays and may ex- 
tend to the cartoon-maker’s studios 
in Hollywood. Battle is between the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 


removed Class B members from the 
admittance committee which con- 
trols new admission to the extra 
ranks, several members of the Guild 
Council immediately contacted the 
office of Meyer Lewis, western di- 
rector of the AFL. 





told their beef would have to be 
forwarded to William Green, prexy 


evidence warranted it, could place 
the matter before the AFL Execu- 
itive Council with a request for an 
| investigation. The extras claim they 


It is understood the extras were 


of the AFL, who, if he thought the | 


Started Shakeup 


for ¢ 
rh @ of promised in the middle of last sea- 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 


Shakeup started by George J. 


Schaefer, president of RKO, in the | 


talent department, increases in mo- 


They feel that it does not reflect well 
on the company when promised pic- 
tures are not delivered. Among the 
| offenders on this score was Harold 
| Lloyd, who will leave the lot after 
|}completion of his one-picture deal 
‘Three Girls and a Gob.’ Pie, 





son, is only now before the cameras. 

Departure of the William Hawks- 
Ronald Colman United Producers’ 
unit, after completion of only one 
of the 10 pictures it was to make 
under a three-year arreement, is said 
to result from -a brush between 
Hawks and studio exees. It was an- 


eee saan i a" ai > rees - Pm > ‘ atens blors all 
several months prior to his removal | Stage Employees and the Interna eee sath ts ten denttion tone mentum and threatens temblors ant pe ; ras 
to Chicago to serve out an old term/| tional Brotherhood of Electrical are the only craft in the studio: over the Gower street lot. It began | 20Unced and fully publicized that the 


Workers over installation of the spe- 


have not received a wage increase, 


with Ben Piazza, who leaves the 


initial picture would be “The Swan,’ 


for pandering, now completed. Bioff } a ; : . 
; | aj : are 1at nothing has been done to : : ; . , Baye ie tihng este tcc : 
is back in Hollywood but thus far! cial sound equipment for exhibition etn their a 7 a per Ne studio Nov. 2 after being in charge after which the studio learned that 
K < . , . “ | ‘ . | Ta > r -Le 12 "One JTId. _2 . - | ¢ .— a . ° . he dee 
he has not resumed any active par- | of Fantasia.’ | iy . : ot 5 oneme’: | of talent for nine months. With Hawks and Colman had never a 
i ir | I : |A total of only 18,000 extra jobs j 55. g9 Oliver Hinsdell. dramatic | tually acquired the screen rights and 
ticipation in IA affairs. Local No. $ of the IBEW is a] waro nace 4 out by Central Casting |” m go Oliver insdell, dramatic . . . 
ing tra thic Ao . mera S'S | coach in charge of young RKO play- | "°W cannot obtain them, necessitat- 
Local Autonomy | building trades union which ordi- acn i large of y g play 


narily handles installation of equip- | 


Corp. in September, and indications 


ers, and Julius Evans, talent scout 


ing the substitution of ‘Palm Beach 


> esti “al autonomy in re that the figure will be even less | Limi ’ 
FE lle sagen acpi poe. Boor ment in new buildings, while the IA ~ Paces te eee one tase Eirertee, une Up I M 
S é é : . rere ’ . ‘ : — | 4 Marcu 
primarily takes jurisdiction over | In the production department, ee 


pated for discussion with Casey. 
Among other things, the producing 
fraternity is awaiting notification as | 
to the status of the American Society | 


| ment. 


maintenance and operation of equip- 
Difficulty is that while the 
Disney equipment for the 53d St. is 
new, the building is not 


and both | 


Voting Privileges 
The extras are insisting that they 
be given the same voting privilege 
as Class A members, which would 
control of 


Gene Towne and Graham Baker, who 
have had their own unit, move out 
after their next picture, ‘How to Get 
a Man.’ Harold Lloyd steps out when 


Another sore spot, it is said, is the 
fact that the indie product hasn’t 
lived up to expectations, Most of the 
big money winners for RKO have 


of Cinematographers, which has ap- | * : automatically give them iF : : bee : 3 ere P 

lied for harte sides have some points in their favor tas se the BA otal he finishes his one-picture deal, | >¢n medium-budgets, studio-mades 

plied for an IA charter. | d iiaiene : ; L the Guild. Tops in the SAG claim ‘Three Girls and a Gob.’ William | 224 it’s feared that the indies, unless 
under ordinary procedure. ocal | the Council does not represent the xirls ¢ r0b. iz , . 


Another matter for producer at-| 
tention concerns the drive of the 
Screen Office Employes Guild, which | 


No. 1 of the IA, which is the unit 


involved, points to the fact that it | 


desires of a majority of extras, and 
point out that when the extras were 


Hawks, reported to have a 10-picture 
| deal, checks out on completion of his 


the quality is excellent, will deterio- 
rate the company’s reputation. Move 
is reported whereby Lee Marcus, 


; ; installed equipment .in_ theatres | a canarata | RONald Colman - starrer. David 
claims an industry membership of| 7 ae “°| offered autonomy w ith a separate | H tead will ek ott fields | Who has long been chief of the stu- 
1.800 Balloting 5 inne indian when sound came in a dozen years local they turned it down over- empstead wi see other elds Ste aa aoe : 
800. allo ing as een s INS ago, as a precedent. rae MBrsie when his producer contract expires. | 195 +esser production, will be given 
among the various studios during | Bly. Reshuffle, according to Schaefer, is | bigger budgets and more pix to make 


the past week, which was completed, | 
it is understood, on Monday (28),| 
and it now remains for the National 
Labor Relations Board to determine 
whether it shall be the certified bar- 
gaining agent for these workers. It 
will probably be a month before this | 
is decided, in the opinion of Casey. | 

The scenic artists, under the juris- | 
diction of the Moving Picture Paint- 
ers, Local 644, have already served 


Hal Horne, Disney’s eastern rep, 
declared that it is immaterial to 
him which union does the job just 
so the preem on Nov. 13 does not 
have to be postponed. 
publicity campaign has been set in 
(Continued on page 22) 


PIC ENGINEERS SOC. 


Tremendous | 


The situation was aggravated re- 
cently when the SAG board of di- 
rectors ignored a request of the 
Council that they be permitted to 
elect a representative to work with 
the Producer-SAG standing commit- 
tee in carrying out its recommenda- 
tions, including elimination of 2,000 
extras who worked less than 10 days 
in 1939. The directors announced the 
standing committee 
tions would be submitted to a direct 


recommenda | 


not an economy wave but a move to 
' direct the studio’s finances toward 
(Continued on page 20) 


TOWNE AND BAKER MAY 
JOIN UNITED ARTISTS 


Murray Siiverstone, United Artists 





to compensate for departure of the 
indies, more of whom will go as their 
pacts expire. 

Long-rumored and no surprise to 
those in the know in the industry 
would be the departure of Harry Ed- 
ington, tKO’s 
who’s been with 
than a year 


production topper, 
the company less 
Big things which home 
office toppers expected of him have 
not materialized, they say, and could 


the producers with demands for a a : ~~. | chief, disclosed yesterday (Tuesday) | leave if an amicable. agreement on 
30% increase. Artists ask a 15% BREVETS WALT DISNEY vote of the Class B membership 10F | that a strong possibility exists that | his contract could be arranged. De- 
hike, retroactive from July 1, 1937} | approval after the Council had de- Gene Towne and Graham Baker’s | parture of Ben Piazza, RKO talent 
to Aug. 25, 1939 and an additional | Ggiries clined to okay it unless the extras | indie production unit will pact with | chief, whose association with the stu- 
15% boost from the latter date to} Hollywood, Oct. 29. (Continued on page 27) | UA. Silverstone said that negotia- |dio came almost simultaneously 


the present, bringing the minimum) 








Society of Motion Picture Engi- 


|tions are by no means in the con- 


with the naming of Edington, is fore- 


wage scale to $200 for foremen, $4) neers wound up its annual conven- | tract-signing stage yet, but if T. & B. en as a possible step in the di- 

an hour for gang bosses, $3 per hour} tion by awarding Walt Disney the | were leaving RKO under amicable | rection of Edington’s leave-taking. 

for journeyman scenic.artists, $2 an Progress Medal, highest cit&tion in | circumsances (so that UA could not Piazza, however, may eventually 

hour for assistants and $1.55 per/the field of film engineering. { possibly | conceived as niping | make pix indeper t] ind even 

hour for shop men. The honor, E. A. Williford, SMPE | them away), it appeared that an distribute throu RKO ccording 
oe _ - president, declared, ‘is in recogni- | — ent could be reached 0 Coast reports.] 

tion of his major contributions to Discussions, Silverstone said, will RKO's financial statement not be- 

N Yy STATE MPTO ASS’N motion picture l chnology in the es- take place when he arrives on the ne what it } ld e f f t 

* —_— Coast >» leaves by iy nex ’ + nf 

sha tablishment of correspondingly ad- | ast. He leaves by train next! year out of | od 

MEETING IN SYRACUSE cece che eels sid] punowing meetings with teat Rutan (1) ith Chater Scars, oe amarny Seheeer ahd esd 

methods in the photography and representatives of all the film com- UA attorney 1 . t trengthe ne } - 

am sound recording of feature and short panies during the past week, con- : np “y elc “F what ma} With 

, ,; cartoon fil! and in the evolution | ,.j,,Geq pby ; Metro pienty of financi problems gro z 

Crystallizing exhibitor we fe = = cluded by a s letro ‘ 

Dahl tpear ieee. exhibitor forces mh of outstanding adequate technique In | vactarday (Tues. ) the Jational ew —— ea re ac t of the long year n court ] 
New York state into an organization | ~~, , iid tea claiee, wuekiiedes (2 0 as oe ' . : . . « } thoug! had 1 
that will stretch from Buffalo east| COO? 4nd Diack-and-white caroon | Labor Relations Board With Engineers Union I t in be “the ! | 

. , iction ‘ha marit f a netit E ak art in ausing en waving ¢ 
to embrace Albany, leaving the apie , . , we feel es © eo = ; - to RKO long aft ie 7 ; 
lower part of N. Y. to Allied Theatre Accepting the medal, Disney paid | it by the Screen Publicists Guild for —__— we or : P “e > alter go iKruptcy 

+1 ipian awri hina ¢ ro ' y agent fi Si on 4) . havea » ¢ Sos rs -a—ocna " S ietermined TX 
Owners, a meeting has been called tribute to the artists and technicians | certification as bargaining agent tol Signatures have been affixed to a a t] ? = ~ ee ; 3 grycetey 
in Syracuse tomorrow (Thurs.) to; who had worked together to de- | publicity - advertising department two-year contract negotiated between oe studio working at peak ef 
" = ; . Se aie ye es +} ——— AY , eney 
take final steps in setting up the| velop cartoon photography. He | workers. A decision is not expected the Greater New York theatres and "cency. 


MPTO of the State of New York in| 
the Central N. Y. area. It has been 
Called at the suggestion of Syracuse 
exhibitors, headed by 


Sidney L.| 


fear for the future is 
that some day our technical evolu- 
tion will hit a stone wall and stop. 
And when that stops, our little en- 


added, ‘my one 





for a week or more. 

Meetings have been conducted in 
New York before Charles Kramer, 
local examiner for the NLRB, and 


the International Union of Operating 
Engineers, Local 30. 

It is retroactive to July 1 last and 
calls for a scale of $53.75 until March, 


| Sounds Like Flag-Waver 


Grossman, and will be attended by | tertainment medium can’t grow up | each film company has appeared be- 1941, while for the period extending | Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
A. Charles Hayman of Buffalo, vet-| any more.’ |fore him one at a time rather than from then until March 31, 1943, the ‘A Flagpole Needs a Flag’ started 
eran exhib and president of the | together. On Thursday and Friday scale will be $55. Men have been today (Tues.) as the first of eight pic- 
Western MPTO of N. Y., as well as} ™ ’ (24-25), 20th-Fox, Warners, RKO, getting $52.50 per week. tures to go into production by Nov. 
Sidney B. Pfeifer, counsel for the | SANDERS’ HOMECOMING | Paramount, Columbia and United Under the new contract, providing “20, by order of M. J. Siegel, Re- 
organization, also of Buffalo. Hollywood, Oct. 29. [Artists were called in, Universal for a maximum of 40 hours, the en-/ public’s president. 

Officers and directors of the Syra- George Sanders, currently starring was not asked in since it has a gineers will receive a week’s vaca- Second to go is ‘Bowery Boy,’ to 
Cuse area will be elected to the State|in RKO’s ‘The Saint at Palm union contract covering home office tion each year with pay. All large | be followed by ‘Lone Star Riders,’ 


organization at tomorrow’s session 
and aims-purposes of the newly- 


founded statewide outfit will be dis- 
cussed, 





Springs,’ gets the top spot in ‘Un- 

censored’ on his home lot, 20th-Fox, 

his second role there in two years. 
Filming starts Nov. 25. 


employees with the Office Workers 

| organization. 

According to legal sources, 
(Continued on page 22) 


the 


downtown houses, which employ 


three or more engineers, and neigh- | 


borhoods, which have one or two, 


lare affected. 


| 


‘Wyoming Wildcat,’ ‘Robin Hood of 
the Pecos,’ ‘Gangs of Kansas City,’ 
and an untitled Gene Autry to start 


‘Nov. 20. 
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H wood Junket-Minded for Its Big 


Bergman’s Successor At 
Powers-that-be at Columbia are 


‘as pub-ad head under wraps. There's 


Pix; All Hop on Einfeld’s Bandwagon '25<2"*, iirc sina 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 


The star-studded out-of-town pre- | 


miere, a Warners innovation that 
has gradually enveloped the whole 
film business, is here to stay. While 
the talker moguls are fully aware of 
the swollen grosses piled up by fea- 
tures given flash unveilings in the 
hinterlands, there is something more 
than immediate financial benefits 
generating their enthusiasm for these 
affairs. 


Shipment of a new picture to some 
distant point for its initial screen- 
ing, with accompanying personals by 
a bevy of players thrown in for good 
measure, is now looked upon by com 
pany heads as a proven method of 
building general industry good will. 
Then, too, they see in these affairs 
the most effective means yet devel- 
oped for breaking down the sales 
resistance of those 32,000,000 turn- 
stile-dodgers Dr. George Gallup un- 
covered while he was making his 
nation-wide survey of the dualer 
situation. 

Costs of the away-from-Hollywood 
preems are inconsequential, insofar 
as the production companies are 
concerned, except in those cases 
where an attempt is made to round 
up the press of the country for par- 
ticipation in the events. Bulk of 
the general expense is borne by the 
theatre or theatres sharing in the 
initial screening and the civic or- 
ganizations in the towns selected. 


| been little speculation, the only thing 
|appearing fairly positive being that 
the job will not be filled by a pro- 
motion from within the organiza- 
‘ ° y|tion. Bergman starts at 20th-Fox 
| To Bally 3d Finger | Nov. 1 as Arch Reeve’s successor 
under Charlie McCarthy. i 
| Most likely, it is thought, Col will 
Seattle, Oct. 29. | pring in a comparative stranger to 
An airplane wedding was solemn- the distribution field or an assistant 
ized as publicity buildup for “Third | at one of the other gone a 
Finger, Left Hand’ (M-G), currently | isn’t big enough to attract pub-a 


: head from any other major, as it is 
at the Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever-| more-or-less a nominal position, Nate 


|green), by Vic Gauntlett and Eddie | spingold being the actual chief of 
‘Rivers, the two p.a. sharpshooters the department. Close to the throne 
for the circuit. Judge Lawler of the! +o9m at Col, Spingold’s p sition with 


superior court went aloft in the air-| the company bears nothing but the 
| liner and local florists did the plane | nebulous tag ‘executive.’ 


‘with flowers, just like a church or} 
‘home wedding, while a local hoiel | 
‘man gave the newlyweds a bridal 
|party dinner. Advertising angle, of 
course, was stressed at every purr| 
'of the motor. 


Par’s Search For 
‘the motor, i Pix Ideas; Contests 
ewelry store tieups on wedding | 
‘rings, = Ma sealer displays and | Among Eastern Org. 
advertising, also were arranged. | 


REGINA WHOOPS IT UP 





‘Uses Plane Wedding 








} 











employees which might be of value 





Regina, Sask., Oct. 29. for which eligibles include all the 


This staid old burg let down its Personnel of the home office, also 
‘hair for three days (19-21) to put, that of the Paramount theatre, N. Y., 





Columbia Very Indef 


to the studio, Par: t is doling 
FOR ‘MOUNTED’ PREEM ou: a totat of $730 in the rst of a | 


By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 


| Film exploitation, at least that 
| part of it generated within the con- 
ifines of studio flackeries, is point- 
ling backward to the level where it 
started years ago—screwball stuff. 

Reason behind this sudden dip into 
the past is the cry of newspaper 
editors for Hollywood yarns in a 
llighter vein that will offset the drab- 
‘ness of the news pouring in from 
the theatres of war. 

Los Angeles and Hollywood dailies, 
the wire news associations, Coast of- 
lfices of the fan mags and radio 
chatterers, are hungry for anything 
that will provide a laugh for read- 
ers and listeners. Such things as 
20th-Fox accomplished in planting 
John Barrymore's profile alongside 
the footprints of the other greats in 
the forecourt of Grauman’s Chinese 
theatre as a bally stunt for ‘The 
|Great Profile’; Warners’ pigeons, 
lshipped from New York to the na- 








and Paramount's 
transportation via chartered plane of 
beetles from the Virginia hills in 
‘Hollywood to ‘match up’ location 


'From_ Reuter’s,’ 


studio for 
sold for 


‘Virginia,’ are all pre- 

countrywide press and 
penge? coverage. And in addition to 
all the printer’s ink and broadcast 


What Country Needs Is Good Laugh, 
So Hwood P.A.'s Dish Up the Gags 


——————— 


‘Standing Room Only,’ and put him 
on the Regina radio nightly preyj. 
ous to the initial screening there of 
‘North West Mounted Police.’ The 
same crowd also developed the 
‘North West Mounted Police’ cock. 
tail—‘take a sip and get your man'— 
which was featured in Chicago bars 
for nearly a month before the pre- 
miere of the De Mille feature in 
| the Windy City, 

Metro rounded up a_ successfy! 
campaign on ‘20 Mule Team,’ the 
Wallace Beery starrer filmed jp 
Death Valley, when it uncovereg 
Shoshone Johnny, whose age jg 
somewhere beyond the 100-year 
mark, and who had never been out- 
side the tribal reservation in Death 
Valley. Brought to town a few days 
before the preview of ‘20 Mule 
Team,’ Johnny was housed in a tepee 
on the Metro back lot, where an 
early comer among the newshounds 
asked him how he accounted for his 
extended span of life. He said it 
was because he had never taken a 





Seeking production ideas from its |tion’s editors bearing ‘A Dispatch | path. 


| Metro flacks went to town on his 
| words, and the newspapers and mags 
| followed suit. To further build the 
| idea, Metro roped off a whole sec- 


series of probable periodical contests |Shot sounds with those made at the tion of the theatre at the press 


| screening to give Johnny plenty of 
air. 

| Hal Roach got a far better break 

|; than his blurb experts figured on 


over the world debut of Cecil B. De| and the Netco Theatres circuit, up- | Wordage heaped upon ‘em, the ex-| for ‘Topper Takes a Trip,’ when they e 
| Mille’s ‘Northwest Mounted Police. ' state, N. Y., subsidiary of the com- |Ploiters have learned that the title | sent out letters written on perfumed 


It was Canada’s first world preem. 


pany, with the exception of top 


Blame It on Weaverville Town got its first real closeup of , 
While pictures had been opened in! dyed-in-the-wool film actors when a ©*®c¥lves. 

cities other than Hollywood andj| Hollywood contingent consisting of | In each of the three units separate 

New York previous to Jan. 18, 1938, | William H. Pine, associate producer, |prize awards are made, while for a 


when Warners’ S. Charles Einfeld | Madeleine Carroll, Preston Foster, | grand prize of $100, the competition 


of the picture, which is all important stationery in a femme hand to hun- 
in any publicity campaign, usually | dreds of L. A. males a few days be- 
| is tied up in a manner that insures | fore the opening of the picture at 


undertook to give the ghost town of Robert Preston and Lynne Overman 
Weaverville, Calif. which has nei- arrived for personal appearances. 
ther a picture house nor a hotel, 2] Event was : ; 
; 7 es yas planned during the five 
a tt ot “—— = Loe ig, Find | preceding weeks by George Fraser 
t, it —_ mn ory — st | and J. Maxwell Joice, Paramount 
cag einteld dag on i tea publicity men from New York, in 


however, with ‘42nd Street’. : 
, manager of the Capitol theatre and 
Einfeld bundled up players, news-| embers of the Regina Board of | 
paper and radio folks, transported | rade. ; 
them to the northern village via Premiere weekend saw theatres 
train and bus, and showed the na- | made over to resemble huge log | 
tives what motion picture stars if rts. false front nm - 
looked like in the flesh. The j 2 Se ae Oh Mee, Meee 


aunt | wind ti ‘ 
set Warners back $5,000, but won a | window ‘ieups, plenty of flags and 


| 





| cooperation with Larry M. Graburmn, | 


iis among the ‘firsts’ of the three 
|groups contesting. In the _ initial 
;search for ideas, which may bear in 
any manner on production and en- 
'tail suggestions, recommendations, 
|ete., the Adams Bros. Newark and 
Paterson circuit was also eligible but 
no prizes were awarded to em- 
ployees of this group. 

Following careful sifting of the 
ideas submitted, by a main home 
office and several sub-committees, 
the awards of $730 were revealed 
Friday night (25) at the annual din- 
ner-dance of the Paramount organi- 


nationwide bally for the production. | 
It was necessary to take along pro- | 
jection equipment for screening | 
‘Gold’ in the town hall, which hadn’t | 
been occupied for years, while spe- 
cial phone lines were strung for 
miles to give the ether chatterers 
an outlet. 

Trek made the boss flacks of 
Warners’ rivals sit up and take no- 
tice, but it wasn’t until Ejinfeld 
staged the trin to Dodge City, Kans., | 
April 1, 1939, for the preem of 
‘Dodge City’ that the rest of Holly- 
wood decided that maybe he had 
something in these exploitation 
stunts. Quick to hop on the band- 
wagon after that were Paramount 
and Republic, with Metro, 20th-Fox, 
RKO and United Artists’ indie pro- 
ducers following close behind. Now 
Universal, Columbia and Monogram 
are joining the parade. 

While Warners was nicked for 
little on the Weaverville stunt, the 
benefits were sufficient for Einfeld 
to get an okay from his superiors 
on a $75,000 budget for the Dodge 
City affair. He was allotted $85,000 


| 


for the Virginia City-Reno celebra- | 


tion in behalf of ‘Virginia City.’ The 
same outfit’s ‘Knute Rockne-All 
American’ shindig in South Bend 
last Oct. 4 ran up a bill of $35,000. 
Rep’s 65G for ‘Command’ 

Next biggest spender was Repub- 
lic, which put $65,000 on the line 
for its ‘Dark Command’ preem in 


Lawrence, Kans., April 4, 1940, at 
which it gathered newspaper and 
radio folks from all parts of the 


country. While Par gave the flash 
treatment to several pictures, its 
outlays were small in comparison to 
those of Warners and Rep, ranging 
anywhere from $3,000 to $10,000. 
20th-Fox shot $15,000 on its joint 
preems for ‘Lillian Russell’ in Pitts- 
burgh and Clinton, Ia., 
cost of its invasion of Salt Lake City 


for ‘Brigham Young’ hit the $10,000 | 


mark. Edward Small (UA) in- 
vested $12,000 in his Denver cele- 
bration for ‘Kit Carson.’ 

The outlay for Par’s Regina, Sask., 
and Chicago preems for ‘North West 
Mounted Police’ last week was less 
than $12,000. 

Warners estimates that its purse- 
dipping for the Dodge City and Vir- 
ginia City-Reno trips upped the final 
grosses on those two films by 

$500,000 each, 


|bunting displayed and even an In- 


while the | 


dian encampment pitched on a va- |2@tion. Winning ideas, which become 


‘cant lot in the heart of the business |the Property of Par, are not being 


section. Local radio stations CKCK |7¢vealed because then they might be 
and CJRM gave the event plenty of | lifted by competitor companies. 
advance publicity and the Regina In the contest just ended, the grand 
Leader-Post cooperated with art, |prize of $100 went to Paula Seligman 
lots of type and even a 40-page pic- |of the Artists Booking Office where 
ture supplement dealing with the|she is private secretary to Harry 
history of the Mounted Police from | Kalcheim. 
early days to the present. First prize of $50 for the home 
Flanked by a Mounted Police es- | office group as a unit was awarded 
cort during their stay in Regina, the |\to Miss Seligman, while Charles 
stars put in a busy three days of re- |Brouda of the legal department, 
ceptions, broadcasts, visits to notable |second in this division, received $25. 


spots and publicity stunts. At every | Additionally there were 60 separate 
stop they were mobbed by thou-|prizes of $5 each. A representative 
sands of wellwishers who repeatedly |number of these were won by per- 


broke police lines. Night of the 
preem saw members of the RCMP, | 
the air force and the arn 


sons in accounting or sales. 


rs ‘+>! For the N. Y. Par the top award of 
1y join with '¢59 went to Jack Bienstock, while 
the city police to help restrain the | coming in second was Joseph Kaplan 
mobs surrounding the four theatres,/95 There were 10 additional $5 
Capitol, Rex, Grand and Met, where | prizes for the theatre bunch. 

the stars were making personal ap- A total of 19 idesa submitted by 


earances. : ; se 
P |members of the Netco circuit were 


rated as worthy of pay. Mildred 
20th-Fox ‘Zorro’ Gets 





Davis of the State, Poughkeepsie, ran 
first for $50, Toni De Felice of the 


ff $5 each. 
| This year’s annual Par 
dance, put on under the auspices of 
the Par Pep Club, was attended by 
more than 700 Par employees, plus 
a few outsiders. A cocktail party, 
hosted by Barney Balaban, preceded 
the dinner. Balaban was unable to 
attend the dinner for the first time 
since becoming Par’s president, how- 





Cincinnati, Oct. 29. 

For its world premiere Fri- 
day (1) there will be simultaneous 
showings of ‘Mark of Zorro’ (20th) 
at the RKO Albee and Shubert, with 
personal appearances of native 
Tyrone Power, his mother and his 
wife, Annabella, and Kate Smith at 
both theatres that night. The same 


h 
nere 


: ever. 
night Power will guest on Miss| E “= 

ai entertainment, arrang y 
Smith’s 8 p.m. broadcast on the east- Weitman Dick hae gael 7. 
ern half of CBS stations for General =i 


’ “ : ° iS I ej She j 2. 
Foods’ Grape Nuts, with a midnight | chreiner, included the Tommy Rey 


oa inolds band, Frances Langford, Jon 

repeat to western outlets. Airings | yy : : 
| will originate in the indie, 2,500-seat | Pouns —_— a oe 
| Emery auditorium. ; 
After the first day, ‘Zorro’ screen- 


|ings will be confined to the Albee. 








Using Draft as Hypo 


Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 
From now until they 
Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 29. | scripted, all men between 21 and 35 
' Nine Rochester Schine houses | who produce their registration card 
played up the Sunday launching of | ani 25c. get two admissions for 
, ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ day-and-date | themselves and a girl friend at 
|in all houses, stressing inclusion of | Charles Goldfine’s Alden, 
|‘Baptism by Fire,’ Nazi blitz in | Falls. 
| Poland. The stunt is attracting wide atten- 
; All nine lobbies were dressed up j|tion. The draft card admissions are 
| with sandbags and signs, ‘Let's keep | only good on Monday and Tuesdays, 

ordinarily off-nights at the house. 


| ‘RAMPARTS’ BALLY 





isandbag shelters from our shores.’ 


‘ 7 Bardavon Poughkeepsie, placing for | 
Dual Teeoff in Cincy $25. There were 11 additional prizes 
Af 


dinner- 


are con- | 


;it remaining there until it reaches | Loew’s State theatre. Missives, 
jthe ultimate consumer, the prospec-| bearing the signature of ‘Marion 
itive theatre-goer. Kirby, a ‘Topper’ character, 


Few ideas perpetrated in the last 


| decade have garnered as much free, 


| space, with both stories and art, as 
|did the importation of Elsie, the 
Borden cow, by RKO for use in ‘Lit- 
;tle Men.’ Nice part of the undertak- 
|ing too, was that it did not cost 
ithe George Schaefer outfit one penny 
|beyond the salaries of the publicity 
j;men assigned to handle the under- 
| taking 
Cow Kicks Over the Script 
From the moment it 
nounced that Elsie, then on display 
at the New York World’s Fair, 
|would be shipped west in a private 
lear, all at Borden’s expense, the 
|daily press, wire services, fan and 
photo books and other spielers kept 
up a steady barrage. Even before 
Elsie reached Hollywood the pub- 
| licity had rolled into such huge pro- 
|portions that Gene Towne and Gra- 
jham Baker, producing the feature, 
|did a rewrite of the bovine role to 
| give the Borden prize-winner a 
|more w#nportant screen break. 
RKO blurbers played the whole 
| thing straight, leaving the humorous 


|side to the scribblers, who were 
|quick to size up its possibilities. 
Elsie was met at the station with 


|welcoming rites as dignified as any 
'that might have been showered upon 
|a reigning queen, was loaded into an 
auto and led a parade to the Am- 
bassador hotel here, where a lunch- 
eon was tendered in her honor. She 
was given a dressing room at the 
studio that would have satisfied Gar- 
bo. She was squired to the niteries 


| himself. 

Then, just as the Elsie to-do was 
petering out, Elsie herself came to 
| the rescue. She gave birth to a calf, 
| and the whole drive flamed anew. 

Nor did RKO lag on its Holly- 
wood preem for George Abbott’s 
celluloid version of ‘Too Many Girls,’ 
for which it erected bleachers on 
either side of the Pantages’ entrance, 
installing in one set some 40 U.C.L.A. 
and U.S.C. co-eds, in the other, a 
band. As members of the press 
straggled in, they were greeted by 
both cheers and music. The topper, 
however, came when 10 college 
Johnnies, riding in an ancient and 
| dilapidated flivver, pulled up to the 
| curb in front of the theatre by pre- 
| arrangement with RKO fixers, and 
got themselves pinched for blocking 
ao The whole affair made such 
good reading locally, that exhibs in 

the larger cities duplicated the stunt 
for their own openings of “Too Many 
| Girls,’ 

Paramount had all of Michigan. 
and a goodly share of the balance of 
U. S. laughing when it planed a 
so-called haunted mattress from Em- 
| poria, Kan., to Detroit for the world 


| ‘Ghost Breakers,’ then induced Hope 
to sleep on the thing. 

It was Par’s bright boys, too, who 
| Founded up that Indian in Regina 
several weeks ago, tagged him 


was an-| 


by none other than producer Towne 


asked the recipient, to meet the 
writer on Loew's corner. The stunt 
brought added business to the thea- 
| tre, but it also resulted in a $50,000 
;court action that carried the tale 
| across the nation just at a time when 
the offering was going inte general 
reiease. 

There happened to be a Marion 
Kirby in Los Angeles, and she got 
| hold of one of the letters. The court, 
however, ruled in favor of Roach. 





JOE ROSENFIFLD VICE 
FRED DANZ IN STERLING 


Seattle, Oct. 29. 

Joe Rosenfield has joined the Ster- 
‘ling Chain (John Danz) as super- 
|visor of its 20 houses, all but two 
being in Seattle. The two are in 
The Dallas, Ore. Eight of the others 
are downtowners with Palomar, 
Roosevelt and Winter Garden the 
| leaders. 

Rosenfield succeeds Fred 
who stays on as his assistant. 

Rosenfield was city manager for 
Publix in Kansas City prior to com- 
ing west five years ago. Since com- 
ing to the Northwest he was with 
Evergreen Theatres (Skouras) in 
Spokane, as city manager, and also 
manager of the Orpheum here for 
Hamrick-Evergreen. 


Bagdad’ to Open in 360 


Spots Simultaneously 





DanZ, 


Roadshow policy has been dropped 
on Alexander Korda’s “Thief of Bas- 
dad’ in favor of simultaneous preems 
of the picture on Christmas day in 
360 spots. Dec. 25 has been set as 
national release date 

Korda’s order for 360 prints is one 
/of the highest ever given for a Tech- 
nicolor picture. Usual number }s 
250 to 275 Black and whites cost 
about $125, while each tint print runs 
almost $500. In addition, 100 prints 


are being made for Great Britain. 
| Picture will play the Music Hall, 
my. ee 


Nazis Explain How 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 29 

Showing how they beat the British 
blockade with films intended for 
South America, UFA has set up 4 
| window display at the Cineac, one 
|of the few houses openly boasting 
| Nazi reels. 
| Spools, wrapped in wooden boxes, 
'go from Berlin to Rome, then across 





lto northern Africa, over the Atlantic 


|to Bahia, Brazil, on to Rio and then 


in East| premiere of the Bob Hope starrer, |here. All are roufed over Deutsche 


| Lufthansa, Nazi airline, and are ad- 

| dressed to the Banco Aleman Trans- 
atlantico (German Transatlantic 
Bank), Buenos Aires. 

| Standard-size film is used. 
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Mounted -Grable-Murray, $46,000, 
Chi’s Big Noise; Flames’ - Wyoming’ 
Good 116, ‘Gold’-McCoy Orch, 176 








Chicago, Oct. 29. 


Exploitation: Chi, State-Lake) 
eg moment of the week was the 
exploitation getaway Thursday night 
(24) of ‘North West Mounted Police 
in a double premiere at the Chicago 
and State-Lake at $1.65 top. B.& K. 
press department, aided by the 
newspapers and the State Street 
Council, turned in an excellent job 
of handling the local publicity. 


Chicago Herald-American went 
into the stunt with both feet. Not 
only cooperated with B.&K. and 
Paramount, but also gave plenty of 
help to the influential State Street 
Council, which, for the first time in 
its history, tied in with a film ex- 
ploitation stunt. Ann Marsters, spe- 
cial film feature writer for the H-A, 
was al] over the place and came up 
with some excellent coverage. 


Roosevelt has a double feature 
currently, twinning ‘Wyoming’ and 
‘World in Flames’ and selling the 
second item 
which was banned in Philadelphia. 
Getting business. 

Third money item of the week is 
‘Spring Parade,’ getting a good play 
at the Palace. On the stages are the 
Clyde McCoy band at the State- 
Lake, Tiny Hill’s orch at the Ori- 
ental, and Betty Grable and Ken 
Murray at the Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Carson’ (UA) (2d wk). Hoss opera 
sticking second session and may be 
satisfied with $3,500 currently, after 
taking good $5,900 last week. House 
goes roadshow Thursday (31) with 
the arrival of ‘The Dictator’ (UA), 
which will also grind in the Roose- 
velt day-and-date. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 44-55-85 )— 
‘Mounted Police’ (Par) and Betty 
Grable and Ken Murray headlining 
stage show. Picture got around 
$7,500 on its $1.65 premiere at the 
Chicago and State-Lake, and started 
regular grind Friday (25). On 
initial week looks for $46,000, very 
strong. Picture had been previously 
sneak-previewed for 4,000 people in 
this same house several weeks ago. 
Last week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) finished 


hard as the picture | 


‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th), 
second stanza to mild $3,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) — ‘North Weat 
Mounted’ (Par). Winning big $5,400. 
Last week, ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) 
and ‘Young People’ (20th), hearty 
$5,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 


closed 


40-50)—Third Finger’ (M-G) and 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), In 
line for strong $5,000. Last week, 


‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
el (M-G), second week, okay 


DICTATOR, 17146 
PANNED BY 
PITT CRIX 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. 
(Best Exploitation: Warner) 

Biz continues spotty and unusually 
warm weather for this time of the 
year can take some of the blame. 
Where takings are good, they’re just 
fair; where they're poor, they’re aw- 
ful. In point of coin, ‘Great Dic- 
tator,’ of course, is topping the town, 
but it’s not coming close to expecta- 
tions, and combination of pans from 
the crix and $1.10 top, without re- 
served seat policy town usually gets 
at that scale, believed to be the 
| reason. 

‘Spring Parade’ is giving Fulton its 
best biz since house reopened in 
August after two-month shutdown, 
and holds easily for another week, 
|while ‘Third Finger, Left Hand,’ at 
|/Penn, is only other winner. ‘Down 
| Argentine Way’ slipping sharply in 
| Alvin on second week, but will move 
to Senator for third, nevertheless, 
i while ‘Wyoming’ is doing just so-so 














First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Oct. $1 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(3d wk). 

Capitol—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(3d wk). 

Criterion — ‘Haunted Honey- 
moon’ (M-G) (30). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 7) 

Globe — ‘East of the River’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Escape’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed tn Current Issue) 

Paramount—‘Arise, My Love’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Mexican Spitfire Out 
West’ (RKO) (29). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rivoli—‘Long Voyage Home’ 
(UA) (4th wk). 

Roxy—‘Mark of Zorro’ (20th) 
(2). 

Strand — ‘Knute Rockne — All 
American’ (WB) (3d wk). ~ 

Week of Nov. 7 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(4th wk). 

Capitol—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(4th wk). 

Criterion — ‘Golden 
(M-G) (6). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 21) 

Globe—‘Night Train’ (20th) (9). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Music Hall — ‘Escape’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘North West 
Mounted Police’ (Par) (6). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 23) 

Rialto—‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par) 
(5). 

Rivoli—‘Christmas 
(Par) (5). 

Roxy—'Mark of Zorro’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Tugboat Annie Sails 
Again’ (WB) (8). - 


‘Xmas -J. Dorsey 
Orch Big $20,000 
To Lead Wash. 


(UA) 


(UA) 


Fleecing’ 


in July’ 

















‘Arise’ 2d, Strong 


Bway OK Despite Electioneering: 
Chaplin In 2 Houses Sock $94,000, 


466, Gary Mild 726 





(Best Exploifation: Music Hall) 

The orld’s Fair folded Sunday 
(27), playing to 538,000, biggest day 
the expo has had during its two-year 
run, On Saturday (26) a total of 
365,000 was clocked, thus making the 
attendance on the weekend over 
900,000. With plenty of out-of-town- 
ers on hand for the Flushing 
Meadows’ blowoff, the downtown 
New York theatres did a land-office 
weekend business, but on weekdays 
the pace has not been up to expec- 
jtations. This no doubt is due to the 
| election fever. Biz generally was hit 
last Wednesday (23) when Roosevelt, 
Willkie and Al Smith were on the 
air. Monday was also below nor- 
mal. Drawing of draft numbers yes- 
| terday (Tues.) was no help, either. 
| All the theatres are preparing to 
|go after as much of the election day 
|crowds next Tuesday (5) as they can 
get, with returns to be given out as 
|frequently from stages or screens as 
obtainable. While Times Square is 
expected to be jammed as never be- 
‘fore, the theatres do not believe they 
|will play to such large crowds. 
|They’ll probably be on the streets, 
in bars which have radios, or at 


home. 

‘Dictator’ moves into its third 
week today (Wed.) at the grind 
Capitol and the $2 twice-daily Astor. 
At latter it continues at virtual ca- 
pacity, but at the Cap it has dropped 
more than $25,000. 

The first full week at the Cap fell 
a little short of topping the all-time 
high of $105,000, established by an 
old Garbo picture. Gross was $104,- 
|000, while for the second stanza end- 
ing last night another $75,000 is 
clocked. This is still very socko 
business, but indicated that the run 
may be curtailed with a view to 
sending the Chaplin film into other 
dates in the N. Y. region. 
| Initial week at the Astor, where 16 
;}shows are being given, all seats re- 
| served, the take was $23,000, which 

is over capacity. Theatre sold con- 
siderable standing room the first 
| week. For the six days of the sec- 
|}ond week, through Monday (28), the 
| gate showed $19,000. 
| ‘Westerner’ goes out of the Music 








$10,000, fine, and will hold. Last 
week, ‘Captain Caution’ (UA), $7,- 
000, all right. 

Palace (1,700; 28-35-55)—‘No Time 
For Comedy’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Gay Caballero’ (20th) (lst run), 
dualed. This team straining the har- 
ness for a possible $7,600, mild. Last 
week’s twain, ‘Brigham Young’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Great Profile’ 
(20th) (ist run) $8,200. 

Paramount § (3,664; 35-55-85-99 )— 
‘Arise, My Love’ (Par) and, on stage 
Frances Langford, Jon Hall, Tommy 
Reynolds (3d-final week). Profits 
are piling up fast and high here, sec- 
ond week being $46,000, the first a 
sockful $58,000. Concluding round 
begins today (Wed.), with ‘North 
West Mounted’ (Par) and Glen Gray 
scheduled for Nov. 6. 

Radio City Musie Hall (5,960; 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65) —‘Westerner’ (UA) 
and stage show. Town doesn’t want 
westerns, as again evidenced by light 
play given the Sam Goldwyn pi:- 
| ture; only about $72,000 will be all. 





‘Escape’ (M-G), bought sometime 
ago, opens tomorrow (Thurs.). The 


|second week of ‘They Knew What 

They Wanted’ (RKO) represented a 
pretty sharp dip, gross being $66,000 
!as against first weel’s $85,000. 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—‘Meet the 
Wildcat’ (U) finished its week Mon- 
;day night (28) at okay $6,000 and 
‘Mexican Spitfire Out West’ (RKO) 
| was brought in yesterday (Tues.). 
‘So You Won't Talk’ (Col) was 
$5,200. 

Rivoli (2.092; 35-55-75-99)—‘Long 
Voyage’ (UA) (4th-final week). At 
$15,000 on the third tap ended last 
night (Tues.) not big stuff, but oke, 
following second week’s take of 
$20,000. ‘Christmas in July’ (Par) 
is next, opening Tuesday (5). 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-75) —‘Argentine 





Way’ (20th) and stage show (2d 
week). Holding its own satisfac- 
torily considering everything. Over 


$30,000 on the holdover and will re- 
ain two extra days, ‘Mark of Zorro’ 
20th) to open Saturday (2). First 
week was $45,000, very good. 
State (3,450; 28-35-55-75 )—‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA) (2d run) and 














or Hall tonight (Wed.) after only onej| Louella Parsons unit with Holly- 
bang-up fortnight to $36,800, with |at Stanley. Senator dying with Washington, Oct. 29. | week. It’s a disappointment at $72,- | wood film players. Going great guns 
Laurel and Hardy on the stage for! weakeroo twinner, and Ritz merely| Only two new bills this week, |000, in spite of all the advance fan- | for swell $35,000, or bit over. Last 
the second session. getting by with ‘They Knew What |both at vaude spots. One is mOp-| fare, special preem at Ft. Worth, and week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d run) 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | They Wanted’ on h.o. from Penn, ping up, ‘Christmas in July’ and the | other bally efforts extended. House | and the Benny Davis Revue, close to 
—Rockne’ (WB). Moved here from ‘Great Dictator’ got the works on|Jimmy Dorsey orch having opened | moves in ‘Escape’ tomorrow (Thurs. ). $30,000, good. 

NG the Chicago and headed for fine | exploitation, including dress-up, re- to broadsides of praise from critics. A rousing gross is being run up at Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99) — 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), | served-seat premiere. Friday (25), | Other, is dying, reviews panning | the State, which has ‘Foreign Corre- | ‘Rockne’ (WB) and Woody Herman 
fair enough $4,900. | followed by radio broadcasts and ali | Kit Carson and no name stage bill | spondent’ second-run and the Louella orch (2d week). Lack of femme 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— | the trimmings. Press advance biggest |®S_ little more than «name calibre| parsons unit. It looks like a big support is interfering a little, but at 

T- | ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) and Tiny thing here in years, and tieups are western. i h bi | $35,000, or a bit better, on the week. $30 000 on the holdover a good net is 

Hill orch. Fair session at $12,000.| numerous and from every angle. Tough angle is fact that two big| paramount’s special, ‘World in being shown. First seven days was 

ie Last week, ‘Money Woman’ (WB) Wetimates for Thie Week Loew's spots both are playing west-| Flames,’ which is at the Criterion, snare 000. PA Medill 4 third 

vO and Duke Ellington band, fine $16,- bas rs , erns, ‘Carson’ at Capitol and hold-! failed to turn in strong results, but + starting Friday (1) 

in 600. Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— | over of ‘Westerner’ at Palace. There | js good at $9,000 on the week ending week starting Friday ' 

™ Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66)— |‘Argentine Way’ (20th) (2d_wk). | may be enough downtown trade for | last night (Tues.). Among other ‘ a ae — , eae 

ar, ‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Men Sky’ | Dropping way below par for h.o. and | one shoot ‘em up; but never two at things, it opened on Broadway 

‘the (RKO). Combination looking for | Will hardly grab more than $4,800, } once. Strike Up the Band,’ now at| against fierce competition. 
satisfying $13,000, Last week, ‘Knew | after swell $11,000 opener. “Kit Car-| Columbia after week each at Palace| “arise, My Love’ goes a third 9 

, What Wanted’ (RKO), in second |S9n’ (UA) opens tomorrow (Wed.). | and Capitol, is only pic ever to play | week at the Par, starting today 

nZ, week, and ‘Margie’ (U) came previously scheduled ‘Great Profile’ | all ®hree local Loew’s houses. i(Wed.). It is getting a very sturdy 

, through to good $9,100. | (20) going to Senator. Estimates for This Week | play, aided by a stage show includ- 

or Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 98-39-55-66) ing Frances Langford-Jon Hall and ; 

n- ‘9)—‘World Flames’ (Par) and Spring Parade’ (U). This Durbin, |_<it Carson’ (UA) and vaude. It’s | the Tommy Reynolds band. Getting 

n- ‘Wyoming’ (M-G). Heading for good | like all the others, is set for big coin. | )) up to the pic, which won’t bet- | a smash $58,000 the first week, it 

th gee primarily on ‘Flames’ selling es — ne the biggest week \to, dismal $12,000. Last week, pounded past ithe wire last | night —— 

: Job. uast week, ‘Argentine Way'’| house has had since reopening in |« my? (MEGS) raude, light|‘(Tues.) on the holdover for a alti . 

- (20th), faded on h.o. 4g meek $7,200. | August. Last week, ‘Pastor Hall’ 933.000 —S) Gas vou, . rollicking $46,000, tremendous profit ‘onti Baltimore, Oct. ”. 

50 House goes to $1.10 top grind policy | (UA), slipped sharply in second week |" | ( +) (1.234: 28-44) on the 14 days so far played. A}}, oF panera wl a coe ye gen 

or Friday (1) with ‘The Dictator’ (UA). | to $2,800, after getting great $6,800 | , Columbia (Loew (M-G) (3d “sun) (Sneak preview of ‘Second Chorus’ | rin feng te r * Lo in feos 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44) _ | for starter. | ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G of aco was thrown in last night, but the | ne “ys &, gt oli en 


or 


ne 
ng 











‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and Clyde Mc- 
Coy band on stage. 


aiding for fine $17,000. Last week, 


‘Lady Question’ (Col) with Ramon | 


Navarro and J. Carrol 
Stage, so-so $12,300. 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35 - 55-65-75) — ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G) (4th wk). Set to snatch fine 


$7,000, following bright $8,500 last 
week, 


Naish on 


‘Reuter’s’ Nice $4,000 
In Healthier Portland 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 29. 

Flock of new films zipping the b.o. 
Up a little from slow last week. ‘A 
Dispatch From Reuter’s’ getting nice 
1Z for the Orpheum, while ‘Third 
Finger, Left Hand’ proving a draw- 
ing Card at the UA. ‘ 

Yfficers and cowboys are rival at- 
{ractions in ‘North West Mounted 
olice,” at Paramount, and ‘Wyoming,’ 
at Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 


so proadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
dare’ (M-G). “Going over nicely to 


$5,200. Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) | 


Split with ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), closed 
second week to good enough $3,000. 
PY, faytair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
7, 0-50)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 
R. Oung People’ (20th). Moveover 
om Paramount looks for nice $3,300. 
(Ua) eck ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
eh (3rd wk) and ‘City Conquest’ 
4 ) (2nd wk), satisfactory $2,900. 
a orem (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
00; 35-40-50 ) — ‘Dispatch From 
Cuter’s’ (WB) and ‘Great Profile’ 


(20th). Headi 
week, Heading for okay $4,060. Last 


Picture a} 
natural here and the McCoy band | 


‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. Kil- | 


‘Argenting Way’ (20th) and! 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Third Finger’ (M-G). 
'dication that they want to laugh 
these days. Heading for $14,500 at 


las starrer h.o. at Ritz. 
|‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO), around 
| $13.000, with help from one-day p.a. 
of Charles Laughton. 


Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘What 
Wanted’ (RKO). Moveover from 
Penn doing well enough for this 
small seater at $2.700 Last week, 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G), very good 


$3,100 after big fortnight at Penn. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Mummy's Hand’ (U) and ‘Yester- 
day’s Heroes’ (20th). House staff 


could have stayed in bed for all this 


twinner will do. Getting no atten- 
tion at all and will be extremely | 
lucky to get out with even $1,100, 
awful. Last week ‘Hired Wife’ (U), 


all right at $2,100 on heels of two 
weeks at Alvin. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 


‘Wyoming’ (M-G). Not a picture to 


ido anything at this big-seater on its | 


;own, Hardly $10,000 in sight. Last 
iweek, second, of ‘Knute Rockne’ 
(WB), fell away sharply to $9,500 


after big $21,000 getaway. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Great Dictator’ (UA). Chaplin film 


seat premiere to capacity and over 
weekend grabbed around $9,000. 
|That’s good, but nothing like capac- 
lity and expectations warranted. 
Crix without exception no likee. On 
| first- week maybe $17,500, not_much 
\to get very excited about. Policy 
lisn’t helping, that 
isteep locally for grind sans reserved 
j seats. Last week, ‘Haunted Honey- 
!'moon’ (M-G) and ‘Comin’ Round 
| Mountain’ (Par), under $4,000. 


Another in- | 


least, and that should win Loy-Doug- 
Last week, | 


opened Friday night (25) at reserved- | 


$1.10 being too | 


| Moved in after week at Capitol and 
see ade- 


‘World 


at Palace and will 

}quate $4,500. Last week, 
Flames’ (Par), light $3,200. 

| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Christmas in July’ (Par) and Jimmy 
Dorsey orch. Pic getting swell no- 
tices and word of mouth, and Dor- 
sey band getting the bugs for swell 
$20,000. Last week, ‘City Conquest’ 
(WB) and Buck and Bubbles, Mario 


| week 


and Floria slid slightly to oke 
| $15,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55) 
‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Holding to good $8,000. Last 
week, nice $12,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Knute 
Rockne’ (WB) (2d run). Back 


downtown after good week at Earle 
and will hit strong $6,500. Last 
week, ‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) (2d 
run), nice $6,300. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 
| ‘Westerner’ (UA) (2d wk). 
for oke $8,000. Last week, 
| $14,000. 
| 


39-535) — 
Staying 
average 











| Draft Nos. Dent B.O. 


In addition to electioneering 
as a current boxoffice setback, 
the drawing of draft numbers 
| yesterday (Tues.) sent listening 
| up throughout the country as 
| eligibles and their folks kept 
| close to radios to get the results. 
Ceremonies of the draw went 
| on the air shortly after 12 noon 
yesterday (Tues.), with numbers 
periodically announced by radio. 
| Early editions of newspapers also 
| published the first of the num- 
/ bers drawn. 


name of the film was not advertised. | 
‘Down Argentine Way’ and ‘Knute | 


Rockne,’ both on second weeks, are 
capably withstanding the competi- 
tion they face. ‘Way’ will top $30,- 
000 at the Roxy, following a very 
substantial first seven days of $45,000, 
while ‘Rockne’ looks about the same. 


The football film, with the Woody | 


Herman orch on the Strand stage, 
hit close to $44,000 the first week. 
Remains a third stanza. 


Roxy holding ‘Way’ an extra 
two days, with ‘Mark of Zorro’ to 
ypen Saturday (2). This deferment 
is due to the world preeming of the 
picture in Cincinnati Friday (1). 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65;- 
$2. 20)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d week). | 
Running virtual capacity, the first | 
six days of the second week through | 
Monday (28) having been $19,000. | 
Third week tees off today (Wed.). 
First seven days totaled $23,000, | 
which Is over capacity, standing | 


room having made that possible. 

Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10)—‘Dicta- | 
tor’ (UA) (3d week). On the second | 
lap ending last night (Tues.) off | 
about 25% to $75,000, but big profit. 
First seven days was a smash $104,- 
000, within a stone’s throw of the | 
$105,000 all-time high of the theatre | 
established in better times witk an | 
old Garbo picture. 





Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65) — 
‘World in Flames’ (Par). Competi- | 
tion on Broadway very keen, but | 


much over house average at $9,000 | 
on the week ending last night | 
(Tues.) but not being held. ‘Haunted 


Honeymoon’ (MG) opens __ today. | 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) got close to 
$7,000, o.k. a ne 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55)-—‘East of | 
the River’ (WB). Meller may get! 


'a stag dinner in 


|44)—‘Third Finger’ (M-Gy 


tury. Will only play six days, pull- 
ing out tomorrow (Wed) for open- 
ing of ‘Great Dictator’ at 85c and 
$1.10 for continuous performances. 
| Given a healthy advance ballyhoo 
| by Fred C. Schanberger, Jr., ‘Pastor 
| Hall,’ concludes a moderately steady 
|week at Keith’s tonight (Tues.). 
Managed to attract a fairly consiste 
ent play after nice opening spon- 
sored by p.a. of James Roosevelt and 
his honor by the 
local Variety Club. Drew a favor- 
able press and some helpful word of 
mouth, but no stubholders hurt try- 
ing to get in. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,000: 





15-28- 
Leading 
town very nicely with strong $11,000 
figured for six-day stay. Last week, 
‘Westerner’ (UA) attracted favor- 
able notices from crix but only mild 


| support, $8,800. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—K new What 
They Wanted’ (RKO) (2d wk). In 


h.o. with vaude, but not very excit- 


ing. Might manage a lukewarm 
$9,000 after rather disappointing 
opening round to $11,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.406: 15- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Want Divorce’ (WB). 
Opening tomorrow (Wed) after 
‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) drew moderate 


returns to $4,900. 


New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Hit Parade’ (Rep). Not faring 
so well as indicatrd $4,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Argentine Way’ 


(20th) added pleasing $4,400 to good 
initial sesh at $6,700. 

Starvey (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
55)—*‘Knute Rockne’ (WB (2d wk). 
Holding very steadily to $7,000 after 
chalking up a town leading opening 
round at $14,800. 
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Football Peps Mpls.; ‘Duley’ Big 166 


Via Glen Gray, ‘Argentine’ N.G. $5,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 29. 

With the Minnesota-Iowa football 
game attracting a record 64,000 
crowd, including a small army of 
out-of-towners, theatre grosses are 
showing some signs of life. The 
general situation, however, continues 
very unfavorable, although two of 
last week's __ attractions, ‘Knute 
Rockne’ and ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
barged through well enough to war- 
rant extension of their loop runs, 

After hitting close to $10,000 its 
initial session, ‘Rockne’ has moved 
over to the Century, where it’s still 
getting a play from the numerous 
football-minded folks hereabouts. A 
fine $5,700 take for ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ at the Century, caused it 
to be ensconced at the World for at 
leest one more week. 

For the first time in many a moon 
the town has no less than three stage 
shows, including the legit roadshow, 
‘Tobacco Road.’ Glen Gray’s Casa 
Loma orchestra and Cass Daley and 
other acts, holding forth at the Or- 
pheum, have the turnstiles clicking 
nicely. The Alvin comes through 
with Estelle Taylor. In neither case 
does the pictures, ‘Dulcy’ and ‘This 
Man Is News,’ mean much to the 
boxoffice, but the stage shows are 
sufficient in themselves, 

The sole important newcomer is 
‘Down Argentine Way,’ highly ac- 
claimed, but disappointing. Also- 
rans include ‘Rangers of Fortune’ 
and ‘The Villain Still Pursued Her.’ 

While the football game took the 
play away from the theatres Satur- 


nights had all the showhouses and 
niteries turning ’em away. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 28-44- 
55)—'This Man News’ (Par) and 
stage revue, including Estelle Tay- 
lor. Should reach pretty good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Melody Moon- 
light’ (Rep) and stage revue, includ- 
ing Little Jackie Heller, $3,500, mild. 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Men from Texas’ (Par) and ‘Cali- 
ing Husbands’ (WB), dual first-runs, 
in for five days, with ‘Wagon Train’ 


(RKO) and ‘Father Prince’ (WB) 
to follow, opening Tuesday (29). 
Looks like prefty good $1,300 for 


‘Men from Texas’ combo. Last week, 
‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G), okay $1,400 in five 
days. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
39-44, — ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Moved here after big week at 
State and still rolling to good $4,500 
after big $9,600 first week at. the 
State. Last week, ‘No Time Com- 
edy’ (WB), $5.700, big. 


Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Vil- 
lain Pursued Her’ (RKO). Unusual 
picture and having rather’ hard 
going despite cast names. Light $600 
indicated. Last week, “The Ape’ 
(Mono), mild $700. ‘Reefer Hound’ 
(Indie) out after two light days, 
$300. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 28)— 


‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par). Mild $2,000 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Young 
People’ (20th), light $1,300 in 
davs. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
44-55)—Dulcy’ (M-G) 
Gray’s orchestra and 


(2,800; 
plus 


te 
Stage 


ting lightweight film. Nothing but 
raves for stage show, and it’s respon- 
sible for customers’ influx toward 
big $16,000. Last week, ‘Return 
Frank James’ (20th), $4,600, bad. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th). Critics 
went overboard for this one, but b.o 
light at $5,000. Last week, ‘Knute 
Rockne’ (WB), big $9,600. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200: 28-39)— 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) First 
neighborhood showing for this one. 
Climbing to pretty good $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Rhythm on River’ (Par), first 
neighborhood showing, good $2,800. 


World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55) —- ‘No Time Comedy’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Moved here from 


Century. Very well liked and should 
reach good $2,000. Last week, ‘How- 
ards Virginia’ (Col) (2d wk), $1,500, 
fair. 


‘WANTED’ NIFTY $20,000 
IN B’KLYN; H.0.$ OKAY 





Brooklyn, Oct. 29. 


Last lap of World’s Fair dented | 
downtown deluxers somewhat over | 
the weekend. RKO Albee, however, 
with ‘They 
and 
‘Slight Tempted.’ Fabian Paramount, 
‘City Conquest’ 
mand ‘Earl of Puddlestone,’ looks to 
other 

Fox 
with ‘Howards of Virginia’ and ‘The 
Quarterback,’ and Loew’s Metropoli- 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ 


will come out 


on top 
Knew What 


They Wanted’ 
in third week with 


satisfactory conclusion. 
houses with h.o.s are 


Two 
Fabian 


tan with 
and ‘We Who Are Young.’ 


| stage 
{seems to be what the doctor or- 
‘Brigham | 
| Young’ is on the black side, but 
|things elsewhere are not especially 


- | fancy. 
day afternoon, Friday and Saturday 


| dered 


i‘Third Finger’ 


five | 
| 


39. | 
Glen | 
: show. 
Flesh entertainment tops and offset- | 





‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Quar- 
terback’ (Par) (2d wk). Nice $15,500. 
Last week, splendid $23,000. 


Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)- 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) and 
‘We Are Young’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


Pleasant $17,000. Last week, strong 
$24.000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Earl 
Puddlestone’ (Rep) (3d wk). Okay 
$14.500. Last week, good $19,000, 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 


‘Fugitive from Prison Camp’ (Col). 
Fair $5,000. Last week. ‘Mystery Sea 
Raider’ (Par) and ‘Before Hang’ 
(Col), ditto. 


1) FINGER’ OK 








Buffalo, Oct. 29. 


Turnstiles are quieter on 


,downtown front this frame. — 
| ‘Third Finger, Left Hand’ is reg- 


istering the town’s top tally and the 
show at the 20th Century 
this 


for spot. 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
(M-G). Looks 
move up to around neat $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Dulcy’ (M-G) and Glen 


‘Gray orch, dropped sharply after 
sensational start, winding up with 
| fair $19,000. 

| Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Dispatch Reuter’s’ (WB) and 
‘Hold Woman’ (Prod. Rel.). Geared 
for satisfactory $7,500.% Last week, 


‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (M-G), $9,500. nice. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Profile’ (20th). Riding toward about 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Argentine Way’ (20th) 
(2d run), trapped less than estimates 
but got punchy $8,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 


— ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and 
‘Military Academy’ (Col). Fair 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ 


{U) and ‘Leather 
wk), nice $7,000. 

26th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000: 
30-40)—‘Boys City’ (Mono) and 
‘Hollywood Hotel Revue.’ Unit help- 
ing toward $13,000, good. Last week, 
‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) and 
George Jessel unit fair at same 
amount, 


Pushers’ (U) (2d 


‘FINGER’ TOPS SEATTLE, 


$8,800, ‘ANNIE’ $0-S0 


Seattle, Oct. 29 
(Best Exploitation—Fifth Avenue) 

Blue Mouse still dark, as policy is 
being discussed. With the Warner 
Bros. pix deal between Sterling and 
Hamrick-Evergreen making the 
Roosevelt (Sterling) a moreover 
house for the big WB's that open 
first at the Orpheum (H-E), the B. 
M. was left out on a limb, as the 
M. B. is the other moveover house, 
and it got the call. 

Palomar is creating plenty of ex- 
citement over the ‘Daffy Auction’ 
with Jerry Ross proving a sensation 
as the auctioneer, with ‘all for fun 
and fun for all’ the slogan. 

Best exploitation is airplane wed- 
ding for ‘3rd Finger’ which opened 


at Fifth Avenue. This stunt got 
plenty of press attention with art. 
Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—‘Rhythm River’ (Par) 
and ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) (2d run) 
Fine $3,500. Last week ‘Lucky 
Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Round Moun- 
tain’ (Par) (2d run), very good 
$3,300 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 


green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Third Fin- 
ger’ (M-G) and ‘Yesterday’s 
(20th). Going great guns for $8,800 
in nine days. Chaplin film enters 
thereafter. Last week ‘Argentine 
Way’ (20th) and ‘Profile’ (20th) (2a 
wk), six days, nice enough $4,600. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergrzen) 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Argentine Way’ 
(20th) and ‘Profile’ (20th) (3d wk, 
on moveover from 
Aiming for $3,200 in nine days, okay. 
Last week ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) 
(4th wk), big $2,600, six days. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Howards’ (Col) (2d wk). Good 
$4,300 after opening $5,800. 
; Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen)— 
| ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and ‘Nobody’s 


$15,000 IN BUFF. 


the | 
| 40)—Argentine 
| ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB). 
| 700. Last week ‘Spring Parade’ (U) 


to | 


Heroes’ 


Fifth Avenue), 


Jerry Ross on stage. Big $5,000. 
last week ‘River’s End’ (WB) and 
'‘Money Woman’ (WB), plus vaude, 
big $5,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Dulcy (M-G) and 
‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par). Mild $4,500. 
Last week ‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G), so-so $4,900. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
‘City Conquest’ (WB). Moved 
Drawing okay 
(WB) 


oe 


50) -- 
over from Orpheum. 
$2,600. Last week ‘Rockne’ 
(2d wk), $2,900, big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Gold 
Rush Marie’ (M-G) (2d run). Slow 
$1,900. Last week ‘Pride Prejudice’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) 
(2d run), $2,300, good. 





‘HIT PARADE’ $6,800; 


‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Rep) and | 


OMAHA PRETTY WOBBLY 





Omaha, Oct. 29. 
Pre-election business took a slight 


dive downtown, excepting at the 
Brandeis, where ‘Hit Parade of 
1941’ and ‘Laddie’ will run up a 


nice $6,800. ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
and ‘Calling All Husbands’ at the 
Orpheum plus a stage Hallowe'en 
midnight spook show won't go much 
beyond $9,700. ‘Third Finger, Left 
Hand’ and ‘One Million B.C.,’ at the 


|Omah, will reach $9,500, only fair. 


Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
Way’ (20th) and 
Fair $9,- 


and ‘Money Woman’ (WB) $10,000, 


| pretty good. 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —"Hit Parade’ (Rep) and 
‘Laddie’ (RKO). Nifty $6,800. Last 
week ‘Knew What They Wanted’ 


(RKO) and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB), 
good $6,500. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 


40)—'Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Mil- 


lion B.C.’ (UA). Fair $9,500. Last 
week ‘Rockne’ (WB) (2d wk), and 


‘River’s End’ (WB), light $4,000 for 
five days. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Stayed 
Breakfast’ (Col) split with ‘Barber 
Fleet Street’ (Select), ‘Return Frog’ 
(Select) and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). 
Around $1,200. Last week ‘Turn- 
about’ (UA) and ‘Boys Syracuse’ 
(U) split with ‘Pride Prejudice’ (M- 
G) and ‘We Young’ (M-G), fair 
$1,100. 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 


—Texas Skies’ (Rep), ‘Alias Deacon’ | 


(U).and ‘Military Academy’ (Col), 
triple, split with ‘Millionaires 
Prison’ (RKO), ‘Sandy Lady’ (U) 


and ‘Heart North’ (WB), ‘Boys Syra- 
cuse’ (U) and ‘Love Back’ (U). Fair 
$1,100. Last week ‘Stage Chico’ 


(RKO), ‘Private Affairs’ (U), ‘Secret | 
split with “Valley | 
| enough for 
| holdover of ‘Knew What Wanted’ | 


1. ~ (eH, 
Lawless’ (Cap), ‘Girl Mexico’ 
(RKO) and ‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB), 
and ‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep) and ‘Four 
Sons’ (20th), a little over $1,000. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950-300-600; 25) — ‘Lucky 
Partners’ (RKO), ‘Stayed Breakfast’ 
(Col), split with ‘Return Frog’ (Se- 
lect’, ‘Barber Fleet Street’ (Select) 
and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). Neat 
$1,200. Last week ‘Pride Prejudice’ 
(M-G) and ‘Boys Syracus (U) split 
with ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col), good $1,300. 


‘MOUNTIES’ GREAT 126 


triple, 





| AT UPPED PRICES, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 29. 
Theatre row is considerably bright- 
er this week, with heavy drawing 
power on nearly every screen. Or- 
pheum took the spotlight early in 


the week with Charles Laughton’s | 
one-day personal appearance with 
the opening of ‘They Knew What 


They Wanted.’ 
Newman tvok spotlight rest of week 


with ‘North West Mounted Police.’ 
It’s first film in years to come in 
here with advanced prices, and re- 
vised cals creases possibilities 
about 30° Tl will likely bring 
the house around $12,000, unprece- 
dented in thi: 1,900-seater. Both 
Newman and Orpheum film good bets | 


for at least two week each. 


Deanna Durbin is bringing good | 
play ) the Fox twin-daters making | 
the trong front almost complete 
Midland is taking it easy for the time 
being, but still giving a good ac- 
eount of itself. Tower is also show- 
ing an improvement with consider- 


able name value in its film. 

Weather unseasonably warm and 
patrons can scarcely tell any differ- 
ence between summer and fall. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U). Combo aiming 
‘toward nice $18,500 on nine days. 
Last week ‘Argentine Way’ (20th), 
went six days into second week for 
good $4,400. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-28-44) | 
—‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ | 


‘GIRLS, $1650, 





| ‘The 


@Dulcy’ 
| $16,500. Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) 


| roped 


Election Blah Kills Philly B. 0.: 
Chaplin 286, ‘Parade -Vaude 23!,¢ 





tra prices will build up to extra high 
figure here; $12,000 tops everything 
of recent years. Last week ‘Knute 
Rockne’ (WB) played nine days on 
second week to register a solid $6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—What They Wanted’ (RKOQ and 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). Charles 
Laughton p.a. opening day got bill off 
toward $7,500, good but not up to ex- 
pectation. Last week ‘Kit Carson 
(UA) and ‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO) 
finished under expectations at $5,900. 

Tower (Joffee) ~ (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U) with vaude 
revue, good $6,700. Last week ‘Ride, 
Tenderfoot’ (Rep) with Major Bowes 
unit, nice $6,800. 


FINE IN BOSTON 


ey 


Boston, Oct. 29. 

Good all-around week here, with 
no prima donnas. “Too Many Girls’ 
and ‘Howards of Virginia’ are run- 
ning about even at the Keith Memor- 
ial and Orpheum, respectively. Hold- 
over of ‘Knute Rockne’ is staunch 
at the Met, and ‘Moon Over Burma’ 
is okay at the Par and Fenway. 
Blackstone magic show, penciled in 
for four days at the RKO Boston, 
was extended to full week on basis 
of hefty trade on early days. 

‘Streets of Paris’ comes into the 
Boston Thursday (31) fresh from the 
N. Y. Fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Queen Yukon" (Mono) and 
‘Marked Men’ (Prod), duel, with 
Blackstone magic unit on stage, run- 
ning for good $12,000. Last week, 
Ape’ (Mono) and ‘Drums of 
Desert’ (Mono), dual, with stage 
show topped by Mills Brothers, four 
days; and ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and 
‘Blondie Servant’ (Col) (both 2d 
run), double, three days, $7,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par) and 
‘World Flames’ (Par). 


and ‘Villain Pursued’ (RKO), $5,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55) —"Too Many Girls’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sandy Gets Man’ (U). Very 
good $16,500 indicated, but 
holdover. Last 


(RKO) and ‘Great Profile,’ 
$13,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
| 44-55)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 
‘Calling Husbands’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holdover aiming at very’ good 


$14,000. Initial stanza turned in big 
$24,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 


(Col) 
strong 


Virginia’ 
Fairly 


55)—‘Howards 
(M-G) 


and 
at 


| and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), same. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,787; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par) | 
and ‘World Flames’ (Par). Good 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Dispatch Reut- 
ers’ (WB) and ‘Villain Pursued’ } 


(RKO), $7,500. 


Scolley (M&P) (2.538: 28-39-44- 


50)—Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G) (both 3d run). Okay 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Rangers Fortune’ 


(Par) and ‘Quarterback’ (Par) 
2d run), $3,500 

State (Loew) (3,600; 
—‘Howards Virginia’ 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G). Ait 
okay. Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) 
and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col) $10,000. 


‘NW Mounted’ ail 


(both 


28-39-44-55) 
(Col) and 


ning 


$14,000 In Denver, 


Denver, Oct. 29. 

Best Exploitation: Denham 
_‘North West Mounted Police,’ at 
Denham, is copping top money. 
Broke all house records for Satur- 
day and Sunday, opening days of | 
film, and will stay at least three 
weeks, All first-runs are doing 
well. 


Denham’s manager, Dave Cockrill, 
ped off a vacant block, placed 
miniature figures of ‘Mounties’ on 


on other sticks, 
after school one day, with the 
invited children 


many of them with 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)—‘Ar- 








Good $7,000. | 
| Last week, ‘Dispatch Reuters’ (WB) 





nifty |—‘Hired Wife’ (U). 





at $10,500, | 


i\‘Knew What They Wanted’ 
ij and 
First 
| house 
$5,000. 


nast+ 
ace. 


50)—‘Rockne’ 


| ‘Kildare Goes 
| ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). 
ing 
‘Wyoming’ 





Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 
Philadelphians are staying away 
from downtown deluxers this week 
in droves, apparently preferring to 
be home and listen to the blasts of 
political oratory over loud. 
speakers. 


Only picture to withstand the pre. 
election radio bally is ‘The Great 
Dictator’ whose Opening coincided 
with the visit to Philly by the Presj- 
dent last Wednesday (23) to open 
his political campaign. Chaplin’s 
satire on European leaders is sailing 
to a hefty $28,000 at inflated prices at 
the Aldine. 


the 


Other newcomers. are farin 
poorly. ‘Third Finger, Left Hand’ 
‘Hired Wife’ and ‘Rangers of For- 
tune’ are in the so-so class. ‘Hit 


Parade of 1941’ with Gene Krupa’s 
orch onstage garnering okay gates, 
however. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 75-1.14)— 
‘Great Dictator’ (UA). Plenty of ex- 
ploitation, ptblicity and word-of- 


mouth is sending Chaplin’s opus to 
a sock $28,000 on an increased price 
policy. Last week, ‘Angels Broad- 
way’ (Col), fair $5,000 for four days 
of its second ride. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—'Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (3d run), 
Showing signs of wear downtown, 
and netting a medioere $3,500. Last 
week, five days of ‘Great McGinty’ 
(Par) a sad $2,200 for a third run go, 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G). Not up to ex- 
pectations with $14,600. Last week, 
‘Knew What They Wanted’ (RKO) 
yanked after only one week with a 
sub-par $14,000. ‘Arise, My Love’ 
opens Thursday (305. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) with Gene Krupa 
orch and Ray Bolger on stage. Will 
hit a neat $23,500 for the round. Last 
week, combo of ‘Gay Caballero’ 
(20th) and Jimmy Dorsey orch fared 
shade better with even $24,000 

Fox (WB) (2.423; 35-46-57-68) 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) (2d wk). Sing- 


|ing its way to a nice $11,000 for dual 


sesh. Opener last week drew a hefty 
$18,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
—Angels Broadway’ (Col) (2d run) 
Sagging along with the rest to pal 
$3,800. Last week, initial run of 
‘Outsider’ (Alliance), poor $3,700. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970: 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th) (2d run). 
Just over the profit margin with 


4 | $4,700. Last week’s second run show- 
not |ing of ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) netted 
week, | 


a sweet $5,800. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-45-57-68) 
Nothing to rave 
about with poor $14,200. Last week 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th) n.s.h. $10,300 
for second turn. ‘Moon Over Burma’ 
(Par) and ‘London Can Take It 
(WB) bows in tomorrow (Wed). 
Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57) 


| ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par). Neat $5.800 
| Last J) 
lokay $4,900. 


week, ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (| 





‘Mounties’ Gallop 
To Big 12G, Prov. 


29 


the 


Providence, Oct. 
‘Northwest Mounted’ is about 


biggest thing ever to fall to the lot 
of the Strand, and is standing them 


in the aisles despite a slight boost 
in admish fee. ‘Knew What The. 
Wanted’ is holding over nicely t 
RKO Albee, while ‘Knute Rockn¢ 


is enjoying a third downtown week 
with 
coin. 
session, 


shift. to Carlton for cleanu 
All in all it looks like a hap} 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50) 
(RKO) 
(2d wk) 


keer 


‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) 

week overflow still 
busy and promising 
Opening session gi 

$8,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) 

(WB) 


(1.400: 28-39 
and ‘Pier 13 


(20th) (3d downtown wk). Still 
crowd pleaser and heading for sw¢ 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Third Finger 


(M-G) and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col) (2d 
run), good $3,500. 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Hell : 


Angels’ (Indie) (reissue) and ‘Triple 
Justice’ 
for good $4,000. 
| Skies’ 
(20th), fair $3,500. 


Bill strong enough 
Last week, “Texa 
and ‘Night Train 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 


(RKO). 
(Rep) 


‘ eee . , « *‘Ccrec 
| Sticks struck in the ground, together | “sk ge: fg fe By A el 
| with many passes 
and 
aid of the police, 
| to rush the block and get the prizes. 
|The block was lined on all four sides 
(with kids, 
parents watching the proceedings. 


Profile’ (20th). Swell $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Pier 13 
(20th) (2d wk) had powerhouse 


$11,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50) — 
Home’ (M-G) and 
Hold- 
Last week, 
‘Peppers 


for so-so $9,000. 


(M-G) and 


Trouble’ (Col), fair $10,200. 








Estimates for This Week | Sweetheart’ .(U). Fair $4,700, but |(M-G). Average $7,700. Last week | Semtine Way’ (20th), after week at : - 35-50-65) — 

| Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— disappointing nevertheless. Last |‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Haunted | Denver. Nice $4,500. Last week, | Northwest Mowated: cear> ora Girl 

f ‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and Week ‘City Conquest’ (WB) and | Honeymoon’ (M-G), acceptable | Westerner’ (UA), $4,000, after week | from Havana’ (Rep). Heavy cam- 

i ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U). Nifty $20,- | Slightly Tempted’ (U), big $7,100. | $9,000. at Denver. |paign with emphasis on name stars 

sf 000. Last week, ‘Argentine Nights’ Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 15- Broadway (Fox) (1,040; | 25-35-40) showing plenty of return for town’s 
. (U) and ‘Chan Wax’ (20th), good 50 )—‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) and | 31-36-55) — ‘North West Mounted’|7Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and biggest. Sure bet for strong $12,000 
. $19.000. Diamond Frontier’ (U), plus five|(Par). Waited till Friday to open in | on see (RKO), after Last week, ‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘World 
; Fox (Fabian) (4.089; 25-35-50) acts vaude, and ‘Daffy Auction’ with. line with national release date. Ex- (Continued on page 22) > ’ 


} Flames’ (Par), good $6,500, 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES ii 





Bob Hope P.A. and Politics Murder 
Frisco; Burma ’-‘Mountain’ NSG 





+ opening day grosses, biz got off to a 
flying start here this week with the! 

San Francisco, Oct. 29. 2 impetus carrying through for the) 

Frisco theatres taking terrible Key Grosses seven days. Two flesh shows in the | 


gzing, with no relief in sight un- 
thes election (5). Boys are cling- 
ing to hold-overs, chopping ads to 
bare minimum and trimming corners 
wherever possible. As if the politi- 
cal opposish weren't enough, the 
auto show opened a nine-day stand 
Saturday (26) with Bob Hope and 
troupe doing an hour show twice 
daily at 55 cents. 





N. Y.) Loew’s is doing okay with ‘Wyo- 
| Total Gross Same Week ming’ and ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ for 
} Se SE 6440 bb00ss $1,639,100 six days with Thursday (31) set for 


Just what the Hope p.a. means in| 


terms of box office murder can be 
seen from his Saturday gross of 
$5,340—which meant so many cus- 
tomers that the fire department 
stopped the ticket sale to prevent 
overcrowding. This take sets a new 
opening day record, being $200 bet- | 
ter than Rudy Vallee’s draw on open- | 
ing day two years ago (Vallee holds | 
record for attendance, but due to} 
lower scale couldn’t break Cheva- | 
lier’s money figure). 
Worst film nights are those on) 
which Roosevelt speaks, b.o. traffic | 
coming to standstill. | 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— | 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Cherokee | 
Strip’ (Par) (2d wk). With things | 
as is, lucky to get $8,000. Last week, | 
below expectations for mild $14,000. 
olden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
635)—"Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) and 
vaude. One-day personal of Leon 
Errol helping this to $11,000. Last 
(2d-final) week, ‘Knew What They 
Wanted’ (RKO), okay $10,000. 
rpheum (F&M) (2,400; 35-40-50) 
—'Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Glamour 
Sale’ (Col) (2d wk). Studio helped 
on holdover ad space, nudging Dur- 
a =e $8,500. First week, fair 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- break all records, and should be a ‘ + 

50)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and ¢inch bet to hold three weeks. Around 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) (2d wk). Sell- {the corner at the Strand, a combo of = 
ing angles assure good $9,500. First fijrish pics ‘Dreaming Out Loud’ and 
week, pretty good $15,500. ‘Melody and Moonlight’ called for the 

» Francis (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- ropes to hold ’em out. This was 
50)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Girl rather a surprise along the main D | 
From Havana’ (Rep) (3d wk). Some- stem, and proves that Lum and Ab- 9 9 
thin, in the till. 


like $4,000 
week, $6,000, okay. 
United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 


Last 


on 
ood- 


“BN )__* ’ > as biographical yarns. Last week ‘City 
ae Lm beeen eng lg? a” Fir , Opposition at matinees is the brief | Conquest’ (WB), $8,500, fair. 

week close to $12.000 best in two race meet at Churchill Downs, | Lake (Warner) (900; 28-40)— 
ears except for ‘Mabecca.’ ~ where a record crowd packed all | ‘Ladies Must Live’ (WB) and ‘Mili- | 
y Warfiela (F-WC) (2.680: 35-40-50) “Vailable space Saturday (26). On oi bial _tary Academy’ (Col). Mild at $1,300, | 
—Burma’ (Par) and ‘Comin’ Reund the other hand, the flock of race Detroit. Oct. 29. if that. Last week ‘Blondie Servant | 


Mountain’ (Par). Ordinarily a sure- 

re combination, conditions holding 
this to poor $10,000. Jerry Colonna, 
featured in ‘Mountain’ is appearing 
in person at auto show with Bob 
Hope. Last week, ‘Flowing Gold’ 
(WB) and ‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep), 
mild $8,000. 


COOPER 636, ‘WANTED’ 
$5,000, MEMPHIS LAZY 








‘Rangers Cab, 


VAUDE BIG IN INDPLS. 


‘Melody’-Laurel & Hardy Sock $14,- 
500—‘Quarterback’-‘Scandals’ 111,G. 








; Indianapolis, Oct. 29. 
With 18,000 schoolmarms in town 
for annual convention to help swell 





downtown area are splitting the’ 
heavy coin, with Lyric topping the 
collections with Laurel and Hardy. 
Circle meantime is also running in 
heavy sugar with ‘George White's 
Scandals.’ Pix at both houses are 
just fill-ins between stage shows. 





Estimated Total Gross 

eee ee $1,605,500 
(Based on 26 cities, 176 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, including 


opening of ‘Dictator’ at advanced 
prices. Indiana is puny with ‘Ram- 


parts’ and ‘Mexican Spitfire Out 


(Based on 27 cities, 183 theatres) 











‘Strong Weekend Bolsters L. A.; 
‘Wyoming’, Only Newcomer, Mild 226, 
‘Bagdad 7146; Dorsey- Burma’ 17146 


Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 
Virtually all holdovérs this week, 
with only new comers being Wallace 
Beery in ‘Wyoming,’ supported by 








Broadway Grosses 





| Estimated Total Gross ‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home,’ at the 
Bes WR. oc ccccocnes $354,600 | State and Chinese for just fair re- 
(Based on 12 theatres) turns. 


Strong weekend biz helped vir- 
tually all houses this session. Con- 
tinued runs did especially well. All 


Tota] Gross Same Week 





West,’ house giving top space to war 
epic but booking not strong enough 
to buck competition. Teachers. who 
might be expected to go for ‘Ram- 
parts,’ passed it up also in favor of | 
the flesh houses. 


(Based on 12 theatres) in all, the town’s total first-run take 


reached $87,000, which is 10 or 12 
grand better than anticipated earlier 
in the week. 

Two-a-day run of ‘Thief of Bag- 
dad’ ends early in November, with 

















. 


Reuters’-Jessel 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40 )—‘Quarterback’ (Par) and ‘George 
White’s Scandals.’ Nice $11,500. 
Last week ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 
‘Money Woman’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Woman’ (WB) (2d wk.), okay $6,200. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Mexi- 
can Spitfire’ (RKO). Weak $5,000. 
Last week ‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘Want 
Divorce,’ off at $6,500. 


$10,000, L'ville: 
Rockne’ Huge 76 


Louisville, Oct. 29. 
Looks like prosperity has returned, 
at least from the viewpoint of down- 
town first-runs. Whether it is the 
high-class product on the screens, 
or patrons have more mazuma for 
film entertainment, is a tossup. 


Big grosser is the Rialto, where 
Cab Calloway’s band and revue on 
the stage is stacking ’em in. Next 
door, at the Mary Anderson, patrons 
were turned away, beginning at 7 
o'clock Saturday (26), with every 
indication that ‘Knute Rockne’ will 








(M-G) and ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (M-G). Good _ $7,200 
for six days. Last week ‘Third 
Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour Sale’ 
(Col), good $9,500. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1.900: 25-30-40)— 
‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) and Laurel 
and Hardy Revue. Socko $14,500. 
Last week ‘Father Prince’ (WB) and 
Bowes unit, not-so-hot $8,200. 


‘Wyoming’ 





ner have a sizeable following of radio 
patrons which is making itself felt at 
the wicket. 


DETROIT 





natrons on the downtown streets in 
the evenings is a real hypo to the 
film houses, so it looks like the gen-| yarts, for after a few weeks of de- 
eral activity is doing some good all | cline the boxoffices have started to 
around, |perk up again. Nothing sensational, 
Estimates for This Week but it appears the boys could stack 
(Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | up some cookies before the dull holi- 
(1,400: 15-30-40)—‘Argentine Way’|days roll around. 
|(20th) and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO).| This week, on the ir 
Catching some real biz on moveover, | vaudeville Detroit gets, it is the Fox’s 
and from indications should tally al-|turn after nine weeks without stage 
most double the average take, around | shows. Elsa Maxwell and her troupe 
$3.000. Last week ‘Third Finger’|of Hollywood youngsters combined 
(M-G) and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col),| with a natural picture ‘Public Deb 
good $1,800 on moveover. | No. 1,’ will cop the top spot, but ‘The 
Kentucky (Switow) 1.200: 15-25)— | Westerner’ combined with ‘Dancing 


(Best Exploitation: Fox) 
Things look a little better in these 


Brown 





Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.400; 25-30-46 )— | 


intermittent | 


Nudging $15,000, 
-Cleve.; ‘Finger’ OK 


Cleveland, Oct. 29. 

George Jessel’s stage unit is leg- 
ging it up the river with ‘Dispatch 
|/from Reuters’ fast enough to hand 
| the Pa 2ce a message full of shekels, 
despite a poor getaway. ‘Third Fin- 
| ger. Left Hand’ grabbing up what is 
| left for the State, but ‘Knute Rockne’ 
isn’t kicking any: field goals at the 
Hipp. Stillman’s ‘Kit Carson’ hold- 
}ing up nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘City Conquest’ (WB). Okay at $3,- 
509. Last week ‘Angels Broadway’ 

(Col) yanked after four’ days and 
replaced by ‘Prison Camp’ (Col) 
with both dragging only miserable 
| $2,500. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Knute Rockne’ (WB). Recent 
South Bend preem’s publicity carry- 
ing it to good $12,000, but hurt by 
| fact that natives don’t go much for 











| Trouble’ (Col) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th), 
also so-so, $1,100. 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 


—Reuters’ (WB) and vaude. George | 
Jessel’s stage revue plus Ed Robin- | 


son’s screen giving this bill heavy 
marquee value. Both Friday open- 
ing and Saturday matinee way off, 


$15,000, still fine. Last week ‘Hired 
Wife’ (U) with Lou -Breese’s orch 
and the Hartmans did nicely, $12,- 
500, but under expectations. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Third Finger’ (M-G). Perhaps 
$14,000, a very profitable figure. Last 
week ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) potted 


Memphis, Oct. 29. ‘Return Frank James’ (20th) and|0" @ Dime’ is running strong at the | 95099 not quite satisfactory. 
DeMille’s ‘North West Mounted ‘Young People’ (20th). Pacing for Michigan. the United Artists, hold- Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
Police’ is getting his man and | ajjright $1,500. Last week ‘Stayed |im& Over “Third Finger, Left Hand | 55) Kit Carson’ (UA). Drawing 
hig woman, too, along Main Street | Preakfast’ (Col) and ‘Comin’ Round | 49d _“Dulcy’ is threatening a — chiefly youngsters and a man’s pic- 
this week. Malco’s Technicolor ad-| Mountain’ (Par), okay $1,400. Prony to come close to matching its| ture, but worth it at $5,000. ast 
venture s is m's pace-set- ; Miva | first. d reek ° . » '(M-_G) 
ter ina pe thi one See . Loew's State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15-| The Fox helped build interest in pee Strike Up Band M-G) on 


Chief competition is from ‘They 
Knew What They Wanted,’ but Lom- 
bard-Laughton twosome proving 
something of a disappointment at 
Loew's State and may do no better 
than the Warner’s “Tugboat Annie 
Sails Again.’ 

: Fourth major entry is Metro's 
Duley,’ which is strictly average at 


30-40 )\—Kildare Goes Home’ (M-G) | the Maxwell appearance by posting 
and ‘Kit Carson’ (UA). Not much | prizes of $500 for the best party ideas 
expected from current stanza, which | qibmitted to her on the pretext she 
is being curtailed to six days. n!is running dry of ideas. With a first 


shortened week. aiming at light | prize of $250—and all suggestions | 
$5.500. Last week ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) | submitted with a ticket stub—this is 
and ‘Duley’ (M-G), pretty fair| bringing out mercenary repeaters. 
$7.000 | House also arranged some social and 


second frame rang up a great $8,000, 
enough sock to command a third 


week, but had to pass it by in favor | 


of the ‘Carson’ booking. 


‘NW Mounted’ Topping 





however, which may slow up biz to 


‘The Great Dictator’ replacing. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 
55c-83c-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Thief Bagdad’ 
(UA) (2d wk). Around $7,500. Run- 
ning ahead of first week on straight 
performances. First week, with $5 
preem, slim $10,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-44-55-75 )---‘'Wyoming’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare Goes Home’ (M-G). Okay, 
$8,200. Last week, Argentine Way’ 
| (20th) and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G), very 
good $11,600. 
|; Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart’ (U) (2d wk). 
Good $5,400 on five-day second week, 
after first week hit close to $9,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 55- 
75)—‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) 
(Sth wk). Around $3,600 against 
$3,700 last week. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 
—Snow White’ (RKO) and Disney 
Academy Winners shorts (3d wk). 
Displaying strength at around $3,800 
and likely holds fourth week. Last 
| week almost hit $4,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘City Cenquest’ (WB) and ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart’ (U) (2d wk). 
Five-day second week brought $4,500 
after first week’s fair $8,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Knew What They Wanted’ (RKO) 
(2d wk) and ‘Meet Wildcat’ (U) 
dual. After just a fair first week 
‘Wanted’ being sold from love angle 
and house hopes to hit $6,000 on 











holdover. Last week, ‘Wanted’ with 
| ‘Spitfire’ (RKO), slightly under 
$8,200. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Burma’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘World in Flames’ (Par) added, with 
| Tommy Dorsey ork held over. 
| Should add big $17,500 after first 
| week ended with lucrative $24,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 

‘Knew What They Wanted’ (2d wk) 
and ‘Meet Wildcat’ (U). Radical de- 
| parture in newspaper ads for second 
|} werk of ‘Wanted’ likely heading for 


| $6,400. Last week, ‘Wanted’ with 
emg (RKO), not so forte at 


$7 

| State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-44- 
| 55-75) —Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
|dare Goes Home’ (M-G. Weekend 
biz helped for $13,500. Last week, 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th and ‘Sky Mur- 
| der’ (M-G), neat $14,800. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
| 30-44-55)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) 
and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G). Disap- 
pointing on moveover with around 
$4,200 in sight. Last week, ‘West- 
erner’ (UA) and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ 

(20th), not so good at $3,400. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 





(20th) and ‘Sky 


Mary Anderson (Lisbon) (1,000: 15- 


club ties which caught attention. 


Murder’ (M-G). Looks like fair 
, $6,400 on this brace of moveovers. 
| Last week, on moveover, ‘Westerner’ 


| —'Argentine Way’ 


Montreal With $11,000 





w’s Palace. 30-40)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB). Per-| Estimates for This Week 
Football is hitting the grosses a fect setup here, with football season| Adams (Balaban) (1.700: 30-40)— 
heavy lick this week at its height, and widespread eX- | ‘argentine Way’ (20th) and ‘Diamond 
i ' vloitation prior to it’s local showing. | Frontier’ (U). Former pic moved 
Estimates for This Week Wickets are really humming, and | over after a fair week at the Fox 
Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- | nlenty of biz turned away Saturday | and expectations are for an o.k. 
44)\—‘Knew What They Wanted’; (2%) after 7 o’clock. Other houses | ¢5 900. Last week, ‘Knew What They 
(RKO), Expected pull failing to! profited from the overflow. and main | wanteg’ (RKO) and ‘Great Profile’ 
materialize though crix did nipups. stem was swarming with activity.| (99th) also moved in from Fox, nice 

Will do well to nab average $5,000.; Aiming for hourse mark of great $5,200. 

Last week, ‘Dreaming Out Loud’ ;$7909. Last week ‘City Conquest’ Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
(RKO) and ‘Men Against Sky’| (WB) bn second week turned in|55)_<pyblic Deb’ (20th) and Elsa 
(RKO), split, $4,500, much better »%kay $3.400 Maxwell, Marjorie Weaver, Mary 


than anticipated 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 15- | Beth Hughes, Mary Healy, Kay Ald- 


Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-**. %9.49)—‘Rangers Fertune’ (Par) plus| ridge on stage. Although this show 
—'Tugboat Annie’ (WB) Dre Cb Callowav’s orchestra and revue/is going along without the usual 
memories appear to be nudging th) on ctave. Second of a series of stage | name band used in stage shows here, 
One along, maybe to $4,500, g0do shows. and proving a real hypo to! it looks headed for a big $22,000 
under circumstances. Last week. biz at this house. Sharine in the|Last week, ‘Argentine Way’ (20th ) 
Reuter’s (WB), $3,600, weakish after seneral upward zooming of biz. andj and ‘Won't Talk’ (Col), fair $15,000. 
800d start. should easily turn in the town’s top| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 

New Malco (Lightman) (2.800; 10- ross, nrobably fine $1000. Last | 30-40-55) — ‘Westerner’ (UA) and 
33-44)-—‘Northwest Mounted,’ (Par). week ‘Arcentine Way’ (20th) and|‘Dancing Dime’ (Par). Indications 


Gary Cooper appeal and current 
trend to excitement are getting 
Swell reaction for DeMiller. Likely 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Burma’ (Par), 
$4,800, another disappointment after 
strong opening. 


are for a big $16,000. Last week, ‘No 
Time Comedy’ (WB) plus Russ 
Morgan orch and Ken Murray on 


‘Still Alive’ (RKO), chalked up sweet | 
$9990 and moveover. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- | ; 
30-40)—‘Dreaming Out Loud’ (RKO) | stage, slick $23,000. 4 tetren) 
and ‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep). A| _Palms-State (United Detro/ 
rea} surprise. and hbroucht the ropes (3,000; 30-40-55 )—‘Ramparts (RKO) 





Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2.200: 10- out Soturday (2b). Heading for | and ‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono , a 
33-44)—'Dulcy’ (M-G). No real enlendid $4500. Last week ‘Ram-|up with a new bill pose ye ‘ith ae 
SOON eames Lucky if reaches parts’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ | customary — gp Bocce yf es 

000. Last week, ‘Ar ine Way’ i na }early pull among nue = 
(20th), $6200 i Argentine Y (RKO) fine $4,000. lborn in Detroit on picture which is 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000: 10-22- 
33)—‘Mad Men Europe’ (Col), three 
days; ‘Saps at Sea’ (UA), two days: 

Men Texas’ (Par), two days. 
Goodish week, probably $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Return Frank James’ (20th) 
(24 run), three days; ‘We Young’ 
M-G), two days; ‘Courageous Dr. 


Christian’ (RKO), two days; $2,000. 
socko, 


| advertised as one that ‘scared hell 
| out of Europe.’ this is indicating a big 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G), which had three weeks previ- 
iously at United Artists, and ‘Mystery 
| Sea Raider’ (Par), $7,000, okay. 

United .Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-55) — ‘Third Finger’ 
(M-G) and ‘Duley’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Nice $10,000 after good $11,000. 


COAST’S DRAFTEES 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 


Jim Brennan, in publicity depart- 
ment at Universal, held the second 
number pulled in the draft and won 
the studio’s $92 pool. He’s in Naval 


Reserve. 





Montreal, Oct. 29. 
Major b.o. fiilm currently is ‘North 
West Mounted Police’ at Loew’s, 
which got extra hypo by p.a. of 
Madeleine Carroll Monday (28). 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G). 
000, good. 


Probably $7,- 
Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ 


(U), nice $6,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U). Nice $7,000 in sight 
Last week, ‘It’s in Air’ (Emp) and 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), good $5,500 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60) 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par). Pack- 


ing ’em in for smash $11,000. Third 
h.o. of ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) last week 
good enough $5.000. 

Princess (CT) (2.300: 25-34-50)— 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Father 
Prince’ (WB). Pacing for good $5.,- 
500. Last week, ‘Married Adventure’ 
(20th) and ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col), aver- 
age $4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100: 35-40-50)— 
‘Hit Parade 1941’ (Rep) and ‘Girl 
God’s Country’ (Rep). Will be around 


$3.000, n.g. Last week, third h.o. of | 


‘Westerner’ (UA), down at $2,200. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 

(600; 25-50)—‘Battements de Coeur.’ 

Shaping for good $1,800. Last week’s 


third of ‘Sans Lendemain’ faded to | 


$800. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300: 25- 


| 34)—'Terre d’Angoisse and ‘Le Fan- 


1 


tome.’ Pacing for average $5,000. 
Last week. ‘Charme de la Boheme’ 
and ‘Une Femme per interim,’ hand- 
‘some $6,000. 


25-45-55 )— | 


|(UA) and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ 
| (20th), just fair $4,600. 





| 


“WESTERNER’ $14,000, 
BUT CINCY BIZ BLAH 


Cincinnati, Oct. 29. 

Prolonged spell of summer warmth, 
plus National, state and county elec- 
tion blah are throwing aggregate 
take of front-line cinemas for a se- 
vere loss. 

Fresh product in four houses cur- 
rently, but only b.o. ringer is ‘West- 
erner,’ which is hitting a bullseye 
for the Albee. ‘Moon Over Burma’ 
is casting season’s worst darkness 
{over the Palace. Keith’s is down 
under on ‘Christmas in July’ and the 
dualed ‘Quarterback’ and ‘World in 
| Flames’ are missouts at the Shubert, 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee. (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50) — 
| ‘Westerner’ (UA). Excellent $14,000. 
|Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par), 
fairly good $11,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par). Transferred 
from Albee for second week. Mild 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Third Finger’ 
(M-G), okay $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28) — 
|‘Gay Caballero’ (20th) and ‘Military 
|Academy’ (Col), split with ‘River’s 
| End’ (WB) and ‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep). 
|All right $2,200. Ditto last week on 
'“Triple Justice’ (RKO) and ‘Who Is 


(Continued on page 22) 





*VARIETY'S’ 
Y R St. 
taken on so much momentum that 
|these staffs have had to be doubled 
and this personnel is beginning to | 
worry that if the feverish pace con- | 
tinues to increase at the same rate) 


LONDON OFFICE 
Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 
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_ American Pic Cos. Woo U.S. Aid 


‘ARI 


Miggins Carries On 
At 20th’s Home Office 


Ben Miggins, 20th-Fox manager in 








Montgomery 


Continued from page 3 
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But Would Compete With Yank Films; 


16% Local Use 


of H'wood Product 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 29. | 

Number of film studios in South 
America is decreasing, but with the 
Gecrease has come a_ resultant 


strength in those remaining. South 
American films, which means Ar- 


ested in the possibilities of Spanish- 
language pix 


contract to return for four more. 
Chief stars include Amanda Le- 
desma. who ranks next to Libertad 


|Lamarque as leading femme draw 
(she was in Hollywood a year ago} 


but made no films); Nina Marshall, 


made here that he| 
bought a flock of stock. Now under | 


Europe, is carrying on operations 
from the New York office, with no 
‘change in his status likely for the 
time being. Reported that the com- 
pany at one time considered the like- 
lihood of placing Great Britain and 


Europe under one director but noth- | 


ing has been done so far pending 
‘further developments on the war 
| front. 
| Reginald Armour, RKO European 
|manager, who arrived Saturday for 
|huddles with Phil Reisman, RKO 
‘foreign chief, may not stay in U. S. 
'more than a week before clippering 
| back to Lisbon. 





| they will be cutting paper dolls by 
election day. 





GOP Pressure on RKO 
Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 

Republicans last week put pres- 
sure on RKO to release its ‘In- 
formation, Please’ short which stars 
| Wendell L. Willkie before election in 
lorder to help swing votes to the 
GOP candidate. 

Mrs. Humbert Borton Powell, 
|president of the Pennsylvania Coun- 
| cil of Republican Women, sent let- 
ters to all heads of clubs in the 
council and publicity chairmen of 
all women GOP groups urging that 





;mate requirements for national de- 
|fense purposes, 


Montgomery, in a private outburst 
ifrom film folk, was himself charged 
with having made his New York 
utterances purely for personal pub- 
|\licity, since he was at the Herald 
, Tribune Forum as an individual, not 
/as a representative of Screen Actors 
Guild or any other organization, 





Bitterness in the’ East 
‘Biter of the hand that feeds him,’ 
Was a term fumingly hured at Robert 
_Montgomery this week by toppers in 
| the motion picture industry in New 


| 
| . iar 
in af , . their members bombard managers of | York. Montgomery, at the N. Y, 
gentine pix, since no other country. wo looks Tike Una Merkel and bas| War Nixes Importation | err “iscartheatres. with requests| Herald Tribune Form lat Wetne 
é cul ’ | create severa opula é $ ‘a ‘ 4 : i da (23) charged among other 
largely concentrated in half a dozen! on the radio: Tito Luisardo, who d ] that the film be shown, i : = ; 
companies. 'does city slicker comic material; Of Foreign Vau evi'le The letter said: ‘This must be done | things that ‘under present leader- 


The industry has been on the up- 
beat along with a conscidusness of 
the entire South American market, 

it that of this country alone. Lead 
ers say they are not only looking out 
for trained help from the States, but 
aiso have an eye open for possibili- 
ties in other countries, the former for 
technical value and the latter for 
good will and a desire to broaden 
outlets. 


This survey of the industry here is 
worth study, for, while South Ameri- 
can films have a long way to go, and 
no one is more willing to admit it 
than South Americans, they repre- 
sent competition for the Hollywood 
product. Of all imported films, U. S.- 
made pix represent 76°, and Euro- 
pean the rest. South American pix 


Augusto Codeca, another popular 
comic, and Papita Munoz, character 
roles, 

ther companies: 

Lumitone, whose specialty is mu- 
sicals with a mass appeal; Pampa 
Film, essentially a one-man outfit, 
with the man being Olegario F. Fer- 
rando, wealthy son of a cattle baron 
and real estate owner; Sonofilm, with 


'a schedule of 12 to 15 pix a year, is 


one of the oldest and largest, headed 
by Angel Mentasti and his brother, 


Atilio, whose father was a picneer | 
exhib. Their chief asset is Libertad | 


Lamarque, rated best 
singing dramatic actress. 


Argentine 
She not 


only sells here but in the rest of | 


Central and South America. 


Talent to South Africa 


Cape Town, Sept. 25. 
The war has closed the doors on 
oversea vaudeville shows for South 
Africa, with the British government 





refusing permits for British vaude- | 
In the | 


ville artists to leave England. 
past, many well-known American 
vaudeville acts have come to South 
| Africa, then going to Australia for 
further dates. 

To make up the void of imported 
artists during the duration of the 
_war African Consolidated is conduct- 
ing talent contests throughout the 
country. Trial shows are given to 
j}local acts in the principal towns, 


lat once as the theatres claim there 
is no demand for the film right now.’ 

RKO is withholding the release of 
the short until after election in 
order not to appear to be favoring 
either side. 








Dowling’s Rep. 


Continued from page 1 











‘and perhaps Boston, giving the com- 
/pany a 42-week season and theatres 
‘there just enough extra time to 
‘round out a pretty full year with 
ithe regular and higher-priced tour- 
|ing productions. 

| According to Dowling, experiment 
|probably would result in the perma- 


| ship’ the industry’s function in na- 
| tional defense in the present crisis 
/ cannot be ‘properly and courageously 
performed.’ 

| Not only was the actor’s general 
|derogation of the film industry 
| deeply resented, but plain failure of 
Montgomery to look about him and 
recognize what studio after studio 
, has done was termed ‘malicious.’ 


RKO execs, in particular were 
doing plenty of burning, inasmuch 
as the studio, at its own expense, 
had permitted Montgomery time off 
to come to New York to make the 
speech. He is working in ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ with Carole Lombard 
and, it is said, an expensive readjust- 
ment of schedule was required to 
give the player the necessary time 





There are a number of other | with the winners placed by public {nent establishment of several such | out. 
hope to cut into both and, at the studios which turn out an occasional | yotes. Topliners are handed en- | companies, each with several stars | ‘Weakness of leadership in the in- 
same time, develop’ new markets. It film, but they are disappearing. | gagements at African Consolidated in the line-up, which would give : 


is in this latter phase that South 
Americans hope for cooperation from 
the States. 


Shorts are not attempted. Sonofilm | houses. 


also produces its own newsreel as 
does 





playhouses in key spots a full sea- 
son at $1.50 and wouldn't make it 


dustry,’ Montgomery declared, ‘stifles 
and thwarts the creative elements 


Cine Argentino, a fan mag. necessary to depend on pickings out | “ hich it employs in producing sone 
Best estimates put the number of Both concentrate on local material CALDERON BROS PUT UP of Broadway. entertainment. I believe we oe g° 
theatres in the Latin-American mar- —S0¢ial, sports, government and | . | While still in a nebulous state, | °° far as to say that any roetanranee 
ket at 5.400. with Arcentina. Brazi], Make no bones about selling space | 356 FOR MEX PICTURES Dowling said he had spoken to between the motion picture industry 
and Mexico leading with more than 25 ‘news.’ They even sell footage for | several money men about the idea and creative oe & purely cence 
1,000 each. background. nae land they were interested way be- | Gentel, Gendentehinnes 
Biggest and best equipped studio Laboratory facilities have also ; Mexico City, Oct. 29. lyond the talk stage. Actor-producer | a a esi i i 
In South America has vet to turn out Pee 8Towing with many studios de-| Mexican pic production has re-|claimed he would have no trouble | , As to his charge oe ee a 
a single pic. It’s the Baires Films pending on outside help, Largest is ceived a $35,000 advance for the | getting necessary financial backing Papen leaders pomted out the nen 
headquarters now under construction Alex Laboratories, operated by completion of 10 features before the |when ready to go. Hopes to get degree of cooperation pirracd = ; 
in suburban San Fernando and rev- Cark s _Connio, an Argentine for-| end of this year from the Calderon | started in the fall and is already go- | PY Warner Bros. and other —_ 
resents the continent’s closest thing wey sad Spain. Handles _develop- mrs, Spetawrs of a chain of cin- |ing over list of suitable plays. poveneone me ng ha no = meet oo 
to a Hollywood-type lot. Colonial ing, printing and release print biz of emas for Spanish-language releases Dowling, who'll produce Sean partments in een _eagiote W _" 
Spanish—they call it California style many studios. U.S. equipment used in the southwest U. S. This coin, |O’Casey’s latest play, ‘Purple Dust,’ those services desire be made. Ss 


in South America—it looks a little 
like the Warner setup or Universal 


almost exclusively. 


Music, like labs, is an expensive 


| it is expected, will enable the pro- | 


ducers to finish these 10 pix in con- 


said script had just been completed 
and that he would begin 


readings, | 


for courage, a score of pictures are 
named on which the industry knew 


° ¢ i i ar , ; H : . . . 7 wry " ; r¢ . ; ‘Tr ohh e 
City except for a kind of monumen- | item and therefore few studios have tract ume. Pix are to be exhibited | using several members of ‘Time’ cast . 7 — a re oo romgew 0 
- ¢ I c a | i = ° “ ™ ‘. oY 2tPR1W—~I P ° i atl ‘ ar : _ >. . s _ ar \ m 
tal Are de Triomphe out front their own. Usual method is to hire | °™ the Calderon circuit. in Chicago this week. ‘Dust’ won't the ».0 ) cause of lukew arm public 
Buildi fo 1 Y ap a musical director, let him pick his This is the most important money | be done, however, until Dowling’s support for anything outside the 
uilding for Twe Years ; 


Building for the past two years, 
skedded to open again and again, it’s 
the dream of Antonio Botana, owner 


own music. Dubbing is done as in 
Hollywood. Most music is especially 
composed. Among the leaders are 
Rodolfo Sciammarella, Luis Rubin- 


that has been put into Mexico pix 
in some time. 


Aveerican Pix Boom 


present tour ends, since he’s going to 
'act in the O’Casey piece, too. 





usual, and yet on which they went 
ahead. In this category are in- 
cluded ‘Escape,’ ‘Mortal Storm,” ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy’ and ‘Great 


“eee ae ee il a ? " Ks Mm a E a = 4 » ® f 5 “t < Si . , 
of Critica, leading afternoon sheet | stein and Albert Soifer. Music fol- M-G Test Ca e Dictator. As for art and s ee : 
here. He’s the Hearst of South/| lows a more regular pattern. Large Py . e 4ase there were ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ ‘Emile 


America. Owns no theatres, but got 
interested in pix as a way of using 


number of good musicians available | 


from the Colon—the local Met—and 





In Rio de Janeiro 


Continued from page 3 


Zola,” ‘Pasteur’ and 
Home,’ among others. 


‘Long Voyage 


up some of his spare cash. Mel | elsewhere makes quality of accom- ; - ‘ another job, which, he claims, 1s| ‘No man or group of men,’ Mont- 
Schauer, a producer in Hollywood , paniments extremely high. to ae sanero, ev 9 , | illegal. gomery concluded, ‘has the right to 
end husband of Rosita Moreno. U. § ee tl _American pictures, — the blitz J. Robert Rubin, Metro v.p. and | place himself in complete control of 
Spanish-language star, got Botana'! clamped down os much of Europe's attorney, has agreed to let the case any medium as pow erful as that of 
worked up on the idea and was BRIT PROD product, — shee Sock business wgrtted go to trial to get an opinion for fu- the motion picture until such time 
asked down supposedly to head the . UCERS, LABOR experienced before in Brazilian his- ture guidance of film companies in| as he may realize the tremendous 
outfit. Climate got him, however— TY. W tag exchanges used to com-' similar situations. It’s an unusual good and tremendous evil that the 
he has asthma—and he had to give PARLEY ON AGREEMENT — wen aims noes by ate cenassit da point and the closest case that Gar- medium exercises and until such 
up. Who will take over is still un- | : France ote poeta haachioyg the hn field is able to cite to make his point | time as he is Capable of complete in- 
known. Subject has caused more ee leases way ate raga all Holly- is one in which a man ordered a suit | tellectual honesty and by virtue of 
local talk than F. D. R.’s third-term London, Oct. 15. wood, bsiraed the public responding 4S of clothes, agreeing to accept it if|a strength given through that hon- 
decision Mentioned as likely is New deals for studio workers are ret before to the antics of the U.S satisfactory. He turned it down, | esty be willing to fight off whatever 
Daniel Tinea, one-time indie pro- | basis of current talks between re-|~ ‘oe seen everywhere met , | however, without trying it on, which subversive influences may attempt 
ducer in France. cently formed British Producers sine with English nn A By the court held was unfair to the | to control that medium.’ 

Botana is the showman of the news CO™mittee and labor reps George ing hee entrain Seosiiie 4tten es = tailor. Answer to that was, ‘Does Mont- 
field here. He’s been responsible for Elvin and Tom O’Brien. Get-to- Yank se Pai ns sancti f| Metro’s reply to Noles’ action was’ gomery think the film industry op- 
many of the U. S. style innovations | S¢ther is seen as forerunner to course " aePetunbossce ©" that it was ‘ready, v illing and able | erates in a vacuum? He talks as if 
in newspapers. Expects to make 12 blanket wage-hour agreement for a to make a screen test’ of him but he does, although 12 years in Holly- 


or 14 pix a year. They'll be plugged 
not only by his own sheet, but 
through the backing of fellow capi- 


British studios as against individual 
tieups now effective. Group arrange- 
ment has been long sought by unions 








Willkie Situation 








that he was 
such a test.’ 


‘wholly unprepared for 
Also that the company 


wood would appear to be sufficient 
to wake any normal human to what 


but f was later likewise prepared to make | the industry faces. Everything we 
; 1: . but found unattaing nder revime } st bu Iolec won 7 ’ . oe 7 1 
talists. Studio is the talk of the con- - p ind unattainable under regime Sintinan . the test, but Noles would consent to! do is not only subject to approval 
: ’ Bs re oducers / . wr defunc ontinu : age ly . ak ae . . ‘ 
tinent’s trade. Will have four stages, roducers Assn., now defunct. a oe +|it only upon terms and conditions | of the American public by its sup- 
a pool for water scenes and plenty of Along with wage-hour talks are cial series in behalf of the Willkie at val lance with those in the orig- | port or lack of support at the bo» 
U. S. imported equipment. Only the @iScussions on protection for work- Clubs and that Autry turned down | @"%! 38reement, office, but by a hundred officials anc 
labs will be French. Pol cy will be ers during air raids, since studios are the request. Autry, it is said Noles’ co inter-reply is that Metro non-official cen oring bodies, boaras 
to pav less attention to stars. Botana following government plea to keep, pointed out that he was under the "eV knew whether he was ready organizations, women’s clubs and 
says he wants a half-dozen stories on | 80/8 35 Industry, impression that gumchewers in-|°' "0t or whether he wanted dif- | groups of every kind. Let fr. Mont 
hand before he starts shooting, and cluded both Republican and Demo-| férent terms because they never in- gomery be courageous in the face 0! 
is in no rush. Prefers to get every- m . crats and that he couldn’t see how formed him, orally or otherwise, that | that.’ 
° * . . } + U0 - + } 
thing just so first. Mismanagement Suit his air employer, P. K. Wrigley,| the test was to be made. Appended wii 
EB y ‘ > his heir gee Ee ATs -e quote hee 
EFA—Empresa Filmadora Argen- : cage get his being owned in the +i yr ae 7 os quote 4 by New Montgomery's Ads 
ina—is rather o of t] rents: annie spot o avoring a particular can- ‘ : oul-oOf-town critics prais- ; 
tir is ¥ her one of ve more active Must Go to Trial didat I ar can ing Noles’ work ji h I Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
and enterprising of the S. A. majors. = he ke te en tt ee Huey Lang Robert Montgomery took a dou- 
. P . } Ste TH en al . ‘ tpiatar’? welac x 4 y A 
It is the sole outfit tied up with -- | Stanley Resor, Thompson prez, role in ‘Dictator’ play. | ble-naee reed in the Coast trade 
*xhibitors, < g vit] am- arry Silverstein’ : an’ and his wife were liste j — xg : : Pag ne jah 
exhibitors. and, together with Pam Harry Silverstein’s action against dailies last Saturd: (on d “ the | dailies defending his New York talk, 
pa, the only one with a special de- the French Cinema Center. Inc aes Jast saturday (26) as having | 
’ ” 


Loew’s Scores Point 


labelling the ad. interests 


. ‘In the 
partment to handle French films, French Film Import Co., Inc.. Andre pa array v20.000 between them to of accuracy.” Montgomery says he 
hic] P ct . . . ' ” ated? oO! : 2 y <j 7 aig aie > acy: 4 & Made be 
eae h long have been strong here. and Gerry Heymann was upheld ne of the Willkie campaign funds. In Austrian’s Suit, as partially misquoted in newspa- 
o-owner and president of the board by N. Y. Supreme Cour ti Sn ai oe ‘ é is i 
a j ‘ ul stice | : : ers ¢ Y jistortion 
~ is Clemente Lococo, partner in the Julius Miller’ Tne tl wry Glad When It’s Over | Loew's, Inc., won a point in a $10.- | aa pula * Gaus te wail, 
operation of meny big houses in Ar- | claimed there was no eause of ns One corner of the broadcasting 900 breach of contract action in N. Y. | ‘What I had hoped would be a 
gentina. Also in with cash are Al- tion stated in the Pele ey business that will be glad when the Supreme court against it by Kurt thoughtfully “constructive contribu- 
4 berto Lautaret, a big exhib. ar , aise epapaaineg political campaign comes to an end Pilzer, when on Friday (25) Justice | tian 3 : i cee pat Ee - 
wutaret, a big e: , and the Appointment of a receiver for is the service staff j ' le Charles B McLauohli: ; tion in a time of national crisis has 
Llauro Brothers, soap manufactur- French Sinema Case tek be » service staff in the network Charles McLaughlin denied Pil- | been interpreted falsely as a thought- 
ers. Started by Adolfo Wilson, for- : 12 rp. ha peen organization. For the past two or zer’s plea for 


merly with UFA, the German con- 
cern, EFA was reorganized about 
three years ago. Still works in rent- 
ed quarters, but is considering build- 


Sought by the plaintiff, stockholder 
of the company. Among charges of 
mismanagement charged to the Hey- 
manns, Silverstein asserted Andre 
, Heymann, president of both 


three weeks it’s been a mad merry- 
go-round for this contingent. 

| Last minute calls for time and 
hookups have been far more this 


an examination of 
Loew officials before trial. 
'is the assignee of Walter 
Filmgesellschaft of Austria. 
It is claimed that Metro purchased 


Plaintiff 
Reisch 


less attack upon the industry,’ and 
then gives the full text of his speech 
in the page advertisement. 

Other page is a copy of letter from 
Thornton Delehanty of the Hera!d 


com-'! ige 9 ar e clic} | - Yecmalk - . a ' 

ing. panies, formed French Films I t campaign than ever before. The the English rights to a re-make of; Forum in which the writer says he 
Gui Inter es a . ims Import service staff is required not only the film, ‘Silhouetten,” produced by} has b ‘struck b ‘] eame tO 

uizar Interested jto divert the profits of fil being : ~ : y|has been ‘struc y what seems 1 

Tito Guizar, who recently did a/ distribut ib a a, t sscine! eing| to ‘clear with the network's affili-|the plaintiff's assignor in 1936, but! have been a widespread misconcep- 

t rulzar, x ently di ustribputec y tne rst named com-' ates but with the agencies and ad has failed to > th . : 4 : : } 
Shes 2 Ahiyl: ; ate: vil 1 : ad- ay the $10,000 agreec -oncer ‘ircumstane f 
Picture for them, became so inter- pany. Action must now go to trial./ vertisers 7 i pa) agreed tion concerning the circumstances < 


‘he rush has already 


upon, 


your speech,’ 
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New Curbs Prevent U.S, Pic Cos. 


From Profiting by Anzac Upbeat 





Australia’s picture business is 
pooming, but new restrictions and 
the threat of additional taxes and 
coin freezing against U. S. distribu- 
tors undoubtedly will keep Ameri- 
can film companies from realizing 
on this improvement, according to 
latest word received in New York, 


- Remittances received by American 


companies from Australia are run- 
ning 8-14% ahead of last year, but 
in New Zealand are slightly off. With 
Australian exhibitors depending on 
U. S. film product almost exclusive- 
ly, increase in revenue in the last 
six months comes as a natural de- 
velopment. 

Freezing of approximately half of 
all rental coin is the biggest handi- 
cap for American distributors, par- 
ticularly companies with no theatre 
outlets which can put little of the 
frozen money to use, 

A few of the companies may at- 
tempt to launch some production in 
Sydney providing the Australian 
government modifies present re- 
strictions against employes taking 
their salary out of the country. 
This has been the stumbling block 
thus far in the proposal to interest 
American producers in turning out 
a few pictures on Aussie soil since 
VU. S. technicians and players would 
have to be used in key spots and 
none is willing to make the trip if 
their salaries are frozen in Aus- 
tralia. 


REISMAN CAUTIONS ON 





LATIN-AMERICAN MKT. 


Phil Reisman, RKO foreign chief, 
urged care in handling the Latin- 
American market by U. S. compa- 
nies yesterday (Tuesday) 
talked to the press in New York for 
the first time since returning last 


week from a tour of the Latin-Ameri- | 


cas. Reginald Armour, company’s 
Furopean chief, who arrived from 
Europe the same day (Saturday), 
also attended the press huddle. 
mour is in 
man for about a week. 

Reisman said American companies 


must avoid stepping on the toes of | 


South American and Central Ameri- 
can patrons if they would improve 
business in these countries. Instance 
where a U, S. release bore an Ar- 
gentina title and locale, but featured 


music from other Latin-American 
lands was cited as recent glaring 
example of such manhandling of 


South American nationalistic feel- 
ings. 

Business conditions are normal in 
South America, he said. He also 


Stated that Argentina is experiencing 
a production boom with three 
dios presently making features. 

Michele Morgan, recently signa- 
tured an RKO contract by Ar- 
mour, came in on the Saturday boat 
also, The 20-year-old French cin- 
ema player will stay in New York 


to 


abot a week before going to the 
Coast. She speaks excellent Eng- 
lish, and probably will not be de- 


layed in being assigned to her first 
production 


Ex-Extra (With a Beard) 
Now Mexican Biggie 


Mexico City, Oct. 29. 
An ex-Hollywood extra has be- 
come director of Mexican 
iree public libraries, He 
is Prof. Aurelio Manriguez who 
dwelt in Hollywood during his po- 
litical exile in 1929 to 1935 and dur- 
ing that time eked out a living by 
extraing and teaching languages, of 
Which he is a master of 10 
When he back to Mexico. 
the professor, whose swell beard got 
him plenty work in pix, got in so 
Tight with the government that he 
got his library job. 


general 
national f 


came 


Jap Culture Would Be 
Modeled After Nazis 


; Tokyo, Oct. 1. 
‘ Cultural activities promoted by 
‘ne new Cabinet Information Board, 
expected to be formed shortly with 
the consolidation of various infor- 
mation and publicity bureaus, the 
former as the nucleus, will be pat- 
terned closely after the system 
Operated by the Nazis. 

Under the tentative plan, a ‘peo- 
ple's theatrical company’ will be or- 
ganized. Company also would tour 
‘Ne provinces. Bureau also mulling 
ng film troupe. 


ivell 
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Mexico City, Oct. 29. 
Further demonstration of the gen- 


and pro-American, away from the 
Nazist inclinations that were rather 
strong a while.ago, is the featuring 
by local cinemas of the British 
Olympic News. 

Reel, getting a big play here, al- 
ways inspires applause. 


NAZIS’ 150 PIX 
DURING 1940-41 


. 





Washington, Oct. 29. 

Germany hopes to keep its film 
output in 1940-41 up to the same 
level as planned last year, around 
150-odd_ pictures, the Commerce 
Department has been informed. 
Nazi trade press announced re- 
cently that 153 features have been 
offered, a drop of four under the 
number originally skedded for the 
past season. Only 126 of the 157 
intended for 1939-40 actually were 
delivered, ’ 

Included 





when he | 


Ar- | 
for huddles with Reis- | 


stu- | 


total are 142 German features, two 
long ‘cultural’ pictures and nine for- 
eign features, eight of them in 
Italian, according to Vice Consul 
|Paul H. Pearson in Berlin. Ufa and 
|Tobis each is due to turn out 34 
|pictures. Report said five Ufa films 
‘actually are being screened and four 
of the 18 planned by Bavaria Film 
Co. are done with 50%. either 
finished or in production, 


‘Wedding’ Winds Up 
This Week in England 
Despite Fatal Bombing 


London, Oct. 
Despite the Nazi bombing raid on 
the Denham studios last week, which 


29. 


killed two workers, ‘Quiet Wedding,’ 
] 


feature which Paul Soskin is pro- 
ducing for Paramount release, likely 


will be completed this week. This 
means that it will have taken more 
than nine weeks to turn out this 


British quota picture, 
three weeks more time than planned 
in the original budget. 

The direct hit on the Denham 
plant, about 15 miles from London, is 


representing 


| the first fatality on any Paramount- 
ponsored production since the Ger- 
mans started bombing on a whole- 


However, the Olympic 
Labs were struck twice several 
weeks ago by Naziincendiary bombs 

Margaret Lockwood, in Hollywood 
t a year ago working in ‘Rulers 


about 
of the Sea’ for Paramount, is starred 


‘Wedding.’ John Ojerholm, fo! 
merly in charge of Paris laboratory 
in N. Y., who now runs the Olympic 


Laboratory here for the company, is 
associate producer, Those killed were 
merely listed as people working in 
the unit on this picture, according to 


David EF. Rose, managing director in 
England for Paramount. Company 
will follow its old policy on quota 
films for this one of only distributing 

U. S. if the picture measures up 
{ x e standards in America 

Outlook for any considerable 
umount of future quota film produc- 
tir by American film companies 
continues pessimistical] with the 
p pect of additional bombings. 


PARRISH CHAIRMANS 


London, Oct. 29. 


George Parrish, prominent banker, 


has been appoinied chairman of 
British National Films, succeeding 
John Corfield. Corfield has formed 
his own film company with product 
to be released through Anglo- 
American Films. 


a director, has 


Robert G. Simpson, 
been appointed chairman of Asso- 
ciated British, as expected. Eric 


Lightfoot named managing director. 


He formerly was secretary. Wil- 
liam Douglas Scrimgevur appointed 
deputy chairman First two posts 
created by death recently of John 


j Maxwell. 


in the coming season | 


| BRITISH NAT'L FILMS 


Mexico Veers Anti-Nazi — 


| Anthony Ireland, and Vera Bagatti. | 


eral and sweeping trend pro-British | 





In London Studios 


London, Oct. 15. 











| Warners new subject, ‘An Empire 


| Is Built,’ bolstered by important cast 
| additions, including Fay Compton, 
Owen Nares, Stephen Murray, 
Frederick Leister, Irene Browne, 


| Film rolled Sept. 23 and stars John 
|Gielgud and Diana Wynyard. 


Paramount’s ‘Quiet Wedding’ add- 
ed Margaretta Scott, Peggy Ash- 
|croft, Arthur Seyler, Jean Cadell, 
| Hay Petrie, Frank Cellier and Felix 
|Aylmer. Pic is in production at 
' Sound City Studios under Paul Sos- 
kin, 


Michael Balcon announces a fol- 
lowup to ‘Convoy,’ coin-grabber for 
his Ealing Studios company. 
| feature will fictionize navy's fighter 
pilots, and will have admiralty co- 
'operation. Roy Kellino is director 


| ‘Convoy.’ 





J. B. Priestley’s ‘Portrait of a 
| British Foreman,’ an original, pur- 
|chased by Michael Balcon and 


| 





handed to Cavalcanti as first pro- 


tract with Ealing Studios outfit. 


MEXICO CITY 
AMUSEMENT 
BILL 


Mexico City, Oct. 








29. 


New | 


| 
|of photography; he guided lensing of | 
| 





Large-Scale Joint Selling to Be 
On Hollywood-S. American Pictures, 
Distrib Takeover Part of 7006 Deal 


Tried 


+ 





| ULS’s Greek Loss Small | 


| Outbreak of hostilities between 
| Italy and Greece is expected to wipe 
| out the Greek market for U. S. com- 
panies because of actual fighting and 
the naval blockade. 

Greece always has been rated a 
negligible market for U. S. distribu- 
tors, however, being listed as less 
than one-half per cent of all foreign 
business, 





BRIT. GOVT AID 


ON FILMS NIXED 


| duction chore in latter’s recent con- | 


London, Oct. 15. 

| Chances of a credit bank for Brit- 
|ish film producers have been ruled 
'as hopeless here by government 
| spokesmen, Attitude was explained 
that though Board of Trade, spon- 
soring the plan, is unrelaxed in its 
enthusiasm toward getting such a 
measure before Parliament, the plan 
is ‘impossible and irrelevant under 
existing war conditions.’ 

Rumors had been plenty that 
forthcoming report of BOT would 
include arrangements for the financ- 
| ing measure, 








Public treasurer’s report for year | 


ended July 31, showed public paid 
25,847,267.15 pesos (some $5,000,000) 
for entertainment. 
about $3,500,000 was copped by the 
cinemas. Stage theatres, concerts and 
various sporting events, including 
bull fighting and football, took the 
rest. 

The local regular paid public 
amusements going folk here are esti- 
mated to number 125,000 The 
population is around 1,000,000. 


CAMACHO’S BROTHER 
AS FILM PERFORMER 


Mexico City, Oct. 29. 

For the sake of official and state- 
boosting publicity, Maximino Avila 

governor of Quebla and 
of President-elect Manuel 
Avila Camacho, has turned picture 
actor. 

He did 


fighting 


brother 


wel] in a publicity bull 
four-reeler which has an 
h besides a Spanish narration 


version 


Of this outlay | 


Mex Show Biz Fears 
Abate As Labor Czar 


Quits Political Scene 


Mexico City, Oct. 29. 

Fears the amusement biz enter- 
tained that Prof. Vicente Lombardo 
Toledano, the rabid leftist, would 
continue as a red factor in Mexican 
politics when he steps down in No- 
vember as boss of the Confederation 
of Mexican Workers, seem to have 
been eliminated with the prof’s own 


statement that he definitely with- 
draws from the political picture 
when he relinquishes his job as 


Mexico’s labor czar. 
Toledano declares that he will not 


accept a cabinet or any other job 
in the government of President- 
elect Gen. Manuel Avila Camacho, 


which is scheduled to begin Dec. I, 
should he be offered any. Observ- 
ers see the prof completely out of 
any further Mexican government or 


labor act 


London in Wartime 


London, Oct 


‘Murder at St. Michaels,’ sched- 
uled by Michael Balcon at Ealing 
Studios as next Will Hay laugh ve- 
hicle, postponed till air blitz steers 
a less lively course. 

George Smith, one-time produce! 
taking on liaison duties betwee 
ENSA, the show biz volunteer enter- 

ments group, and factor mili- 
c ) et here ws are 
d 
: 7s anno? f ture 
Clive Films announce é ] 
xund metropolis’ st ing up to ail 
t I fed ‘C Or Ly ] 
) Ast ia xf A 
VI is said to cover ty lice 


from city’s populi 


ot iifte 


Ann Terry (Mrs. Bud Flanagan) In 


stage reappearance after eight yea 
at special Royal Air Force concert 
at Blackpool. 

Ministry of Shipping has com- 


mandeered Billy Cotton’s yacht and 
speed boat. 


Gene Gerrard’s house has 
hombed. Likewise Lawrence Wright 
which his $40,000 organ was de- 


The George Fosters and daughte1 
Ann from Blackpoo! to Windermere 


t ° 
Lat 


left his flat 
ets, 


William Mollison re- 


to get some cigar 


and when | 


° 
he returned found his 


jemoll 


entire apart- 
shed by a bomb. 


Val Guest joining the Navy. 


Government has taken over Sound 


City studios and dickering with Sam 


Smith for British Lion studios, 
Harry Foster out of } apartment 
to the ee ¢ k 
>» 7 " ) . 
Jack Hylton, Bud Flanagan ar 
Duggie Wakefield signing autograph 
{ Blackpool's Spitfire Fund. 
Joshua Lowe's VA cY) tailor 
pombed ) ine book were 
ve! A 
Du Calien, once notable on both 


ides of the Atlantic as the ‘Loqua- 
cious Laddie on the Tottering Lad- 
der,’ now doing a heavy in Lawrence 
Wright's revue at Blackpool. 


Biggest vaudeville attraction in 
Eng] 1 at present is London Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, sponsored by 
Jack Hylton. Broke house record at 
Empire, Glasgow, with gross of $10,- 
400. 


} 
ball 





Monty 
Force, 


Berman in the Royal Air 


William Mollison holding record 
among showfolk with three bomb- 
ings out of three London flats in 
less than four weeks. 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 29. 
First large-scale joint selling of 
| Hollywood and locally made films, a 
move long sought and much dis- 
| cussed by many in the South Ameri- 
|can film industry, will be tried as the 
result of a deal completed here. 
Move is being closely watched by 
U. S. pix representatives centered 
here as well as continental producers 
as a test of whether such handling is 
possible. Advocates insist some sort 
of tieup would be mutually beneficial 
while opponents declare there is no 

necessity or reason for such action. 
Arrangement involves investment 
of some $700,000 (pesos) in Pampa 
Films, one of the largest South 
American producers, by Jacob Hu- 


berman. Huberman is owner of 
Ariston Internacional Films, which 
distributes Republic pix in Argen- 


tina and Uruguay. In return for the 
cash, heaviest bankroll to go to any 
one cOmpany in years, Huberman 
gets a percentage and exclusive dis- 
tribution of Pampa. Studio wil! dis- 
solve its distribution department. 

While Republic is not financially 
interested in the deal. Huberman has 
indicated that he will follow a joint 
sales policy. Since most houses, 
| especially in the interior, play a 50- 
| 50 bill of Hollywood and Argentine 
| films, Huberman should be able to 
| benefit by increased volume, lower 
distribution costs (often a red-ink 
maker because of distances and slow 
| transportation) and balance between 
U.S. and Argentine pix. 





U. S. Handling Not Favored 
Although tried with individual 
local films, distribution of South 





| American reels by U. S. companies 
| has never been favored by home of- 
fices. None of the local outfits has 
the offices and tieups outside Argen- 
tina that the North American firms 
| possess and so they usually make in- 
| dividual deals for specific pix with 
indie operators elsewhere. Coinci- 
dent with the investment disclosure 
was the news that Mario Soficci, 
rated among the five top directors, 
had re rom Argentina Sonoe 
film to become Pampa’s director gen- 
eral. 

Soficci, a 
tract to mak 
Sono, is 
free 


e 


igned f 


free-lancer under con- 
ea of pix for 
said to have been offered a 
hand to supervise Pampa’s prod- 
uct and to spend more liberally for 
‘stars and production. Under him 
will be Lucas Demarre, whose recent 
comedy, ‘Chingalo,’ is doing big, and 
Leopoldo Torres Rios, specialist in 
low-budget comedies. Mecha Ortiz, 
a leading boxoffice gr with a 

stage following, has also been 
signed, together with Tito Luciardo, 
comic, and Muino, a 


matic heavy 


number 


sser 


large 


Enrique dra- 


Ariston outfit has not only lone 
| distribution but produced indies in 
| France, Mexico and Spain. A large 
eal estate owner, Huberman. ac- 

cording to associates here, is ex- 
pected to eliminate waste and in- 
flated production costs which have 
caused Pampa to 7) Into the red 
Busine men and bankers here have 
| been yw to become interested in 
local film production, many explain- 
ing they felt it needed more im- 
yrovemen t and stabilit 


Defer Hoyts-G.U.T. Deai 
Until Next January 


Melbourne, Oct. 9. 


ivé no peen 
“oned it betweer Ho and 
Greate Union Theatre ) merger 
7 

Dians, aithough up to the pi nt 
i0othing ha actually been igned. 
Hoyts will have seven directors on 
board of General Theatre which, 
under the plan, would book for both 
chains, with GUT. holding two 
spots. It’s intimated that it will be 


impossible to compiete det 
mit a start as of thi: 
had been 


ils to per- 


month, which 


exepected of late, with 
date, following signaturs set as 
from Jan. 1, 1941. 


Following an okay by 


20th-Fox, 
which controls Hoyts, the merger 
sticks for 20 years, with the 20th- 
Fox product assured of release in 
the main centres via theatres com- 


ie control of G.T. 


ing under t 

On year’s trading, mainly with 
U. S. product, Hoyts has turned in a 
profit of $475,000, and despite war- 
time conditions, this is held to be a 
record. 
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ESCAPE 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 


lease. Stars Norma Shearer and Robert 
Taylor; features Conrad Veidt and Nazi- 
mova. Directed by Mervyn LeRoy. Screene- | 
play by Arch Oboler and Marguerite Rob- 
erts, from the novel by Ethel Vance; 
camera, Robert Planck; film editor, George 
Boemler. Previewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., Oct. 28, '40. Running time: 105 
MINS. 

Countess Von Treck........ Norma Shearer 
Mark Preysing..... eeeeeeee RODert Taylor 
General Kurt Von Kolb.......Conrad Veidt 
Bmmy Ritter. .....ccccesceevecscNASIMOVA 
SE) MEE a 5 sc bbeccscucepand Felix Bressart 
Dr. Arthur Henning Albert Bassermann 
Bs POs contserrensecoatseeas Philip Dorn 
REE Scan ecedeibannesenats Bonita Granville 
Commissioner. ......--se8. ..-Edgar Barrier 
Mise. Benning. oocscccccss Elsa Bassermann 
MEN: c.cccnwe baeseeoenecee ss Blanche Yurka 


Ce FFE OCTET CT TUTE TTT Lisa Golm | +, 


Authorship of one of last year’s | 
best selling pieces of fiction, a novel | 
entitled ‘Escape,’ was ascribed to a 
mysterious Ethel Vance, whose iden- 
tity was shrouded in mystery under | 
the promotional idea that the reve- | 
lations of her (his?) plot might in- | 
spire Nazi reprisals. It was good | 
salesmanship and there is a large 
audience of those who read the book | 
waiting for the film version which | 
comes from the Metro studio as an 
exciting melodrama, a Mervyn Le- 
Roy-directed picture starring Norma 
Shearer and Robert Taylor. It’s a} 
wicket spinner -and a_ boxoffice | 
grosser in all types of theatres. | 

In the unreeling of the yarn, | 
which concerns the weird escape | 
from execution of a famous Ameri- | 
can actress, German-born, LeRoy.| 
and the adaptors have been more | 
frank in identifying the locale and 
the nationality of the oppressors 
than in the original story. ‘Escape’ 
is laid in Germany, near the Swiss 
border, and the action takes place 
soon before the start of the present 
war when the secret police were 
terrorizing natives and _ foreign 
visitors. 

It is excellent, suspenseful mate- 
rial and LeRoy succeeds admirably 
in sustaining throughout the pic- 
ture a tense atmosphere of impend- 
ing danger to the lives and limbs of 
his actors. In this respect he has 
most capable assistance from a 
group of earnest supporting players, 
including Nazimova, long absent 
from the screen, Conrad Veidt, Felix 





Bressart, Philip Dorn, Albert Bas- 
sermann, Bonita Granville 
Henry Victor. 


Robert Taylor is the heroic young 
American who naively’ brushes 
against Nazi officialdom while on a 
search for his mother, lately re- 
turned to Germany. She has disap- | 
peared after participating in a real | 
estate deal, the treasonable aspects 
of which being that she tried to re- | 
claim her hard-earned cash in dol- | 
lars. After a secret trial she is to | 
be erased within a few days. Taylor | 
gets his information through mys- 
terious sources. 


Aid is furnished by Miss Shearer, 


| 
| 
| 


who plays the Countess Von Treck, | Dietrich 


school mistress and just plain mis- 


tress of the cultured Veidt, a Ger- | 
man general, who tempers cruelty | 


with love for Wagnerian music. 
Comes the message. that 


| performance, 


the | 


SEVEN SINNERS 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 


Universal! release of Joe Vasternak pro- 





duction. Stars Marlene Dietrich: features 
John Wayne, Albert Dekker, Broderick 
Crawford, Mischa Auer, Billy ‘tsilbert, 
| Anna Lee, Samuel S. Hinds. Directed by 
Tay Garnett. Original by Ladislass Fodor 
and Laslo Vadnal; screenplay, John Mee 
han and Harry Tugend; camera, Rudolph 
Mate: editor, Ted Kent: songs. Frederick 
Hollander, Frank Loesser and Nick Coch- 
rane; musical director, Charies Previn. Pre- 
viewed at Pantages, Oct. 28, 1940. Running 
time, 85 MINS. 
DIAG. 6 cksccescdonisiccesstareene Districn 
IMCD. cccacenssceuges John Wayne 
Little Ned Bro« lerick Crawford 
Pe vccccessdcecsoasede ...Mischa Auer 
Dr. Martin. cccccceccccecsesed Albert Dekker 
DN nn cocnesseseuneeeces Billy Gilbert 
Ee eae ea Oscar Homolka 
TIOTOURT oo cccccccccccccescceseseeed Anna Lee 
GOVETROP. cccccceccserscece Samuel 8S. Hinds 
Capt. Church... .ccceccesses Reginald Denny 
BIOPROMGOL. ccccccccveneteseccs Vince Barnett 
| Paeet PERC... pecccecocsise Herbert Rawlinson 
fT errr tr rr James Craig 
BGM cccccccccccccicess Willlam Bokewell 
PE cetcepdsteedsennd caved Antonio Moreno 
Piget GOVOTROP. occccccccceces Russell Hicks 
| eee ere William Davidson 


This is one of those typical ro- 
mance-in-the-tropics numbers, with 
plenty sex appeal, that have period- 


lically appeared for two decades. 
| Nothing new in_ either background 
jor story setup. Marlene Dietrich is 


the free-wheeling cafe singer with 
sex lure, and John Wayne a fine, 
upstanding naval lieutenant. There’s 
the hot romance and obvious ‘Ca- 
mille’ twist of her giving him up 
for his standing and brilliant career. 
With two top names as draw, pic- 
ture will hit nominal biz in regular 
runs directed at adult trade. 

Picture looks like it underwent 
intensive cutting, and as result is 
decidedly episodic. Lacking smooth- 
ness of telling, it also prevents 
proper foundations for various 
characters, many of whom suddenly 
appear without suitable introduc- 
tion, and fade out same way. Sev- 
eral topnotch performers are sub- 
merged in brief roles. Miss Dietrich 
is made sexually glamorous as the 
lady-of-leisure blonde who wanders 
from one settlement to another in 
the East Indian island. She sings 
three songs, ‘I’ve Been in Love Be- 
fore,’ ‘I Can’t Give You Anything 
But Love, Baby,’ and ‘The Man’s in 
the Navy,’ in unimpressive torchy 
style. (I Fall Overboard,’ pro- 


and | §rammed, was cut out.) 


There’s little spontaneity in her 
which holds to hard- 
ened type and, as such, too fictitious. 
Wayne is okay as the naval officer 
who falls hard for the tarnished 
article, but finally accepts fate. 
Broderick Crawford plays’ the 
rowdy former sailor who attaches 
himself to Miss Dietrich as body- 
guard for indicated casual favors, 
while Mischa Auer is a lightfingered 
magician, also under the blonde’s in- 
fluence, who gets moderate laughs 
with his lifting episodes. Albert 
Dekker is briefly shown as the 
ship’s doctor who finally nabs Miss 
, while Billy Gilbert gives 
out with typical routine as cafe own- 
er. Oscar Homolka is a mysterious 
heavy, never clearly defined. 

Story is along familiar lines, with 
Miss Dietrich deported from one is- 


doomed woman has been given a|land after another while plying her 
drug and is to be removed from the | double trade of cafe entertainer and 


concentration camp with a 


death 
certificate serving as 


a passport, | 


lady of leisure. Back at the Seven 
Sinners cafe in Boni Komba, she’s 


Therefter the action swiftly relates |the toast of patrons and makes the 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Escape’ (M-G). Exciting melo- 

rama in a Nazi setting, starring 
Norma Shearer and_ Robert 
Taylor. Smash b. o. 

‘Seven Sinners’ (U). Marlene 
Dietrich in formula love-in-the- 
tropics theme. 

‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G), Better 
than average program comedy 
with songs. Notable for unearth- 
ing some new talent. 

‘Night Train’ (20th). British- 
made spy thriller a worthy twin 
to ‘Lady Vanishes.’ 

‘East of the River’ (WB). 
Pretty fair meller of New York’s 
lower east side, although rather 
draggy. 

‘Slightly Tempted’ (U). Hugh 
Herbert’s comedy wears too thin 
in this minor effort for lower- 
deck dualling. 

‘Mexican Spitfire Out West’ 
(RKO). Dull Lupe Velez-Leon 
Errol starrer, with latter’s com- 
edy the only redeeming feature. 


‘Meet the Wildcat’ (U). Un- 
important lower-bracketer co- 
starring Ralph Bellamy and 
Margaret Lindsay. 

‘The Trail Blazers’ (Rep). 
Three Mesquiteers use tried 


western formula for above aver- 
age meller returns, 


‘Blondie Plays Cupid’ (Col). 
Stereotyped slapstick issue for 
support in the family houses. 

‘Mercy Plane’ (PDC). Hot 
plane racket makes an interest- 
ing theme but the telling pro- 
duces few high peaks. A dialer. 








young Negro, who displays a rich 
and trained tenor voice that is a fine 
subject for the film sound track. 
Holland scores for applause in de- 
|livering two songs, ‘Carry Me Back 
jto Old Virginny,’ and an excerpt 
| from ‘Il Pagliacci.’ Youth was caught 
|at a benefit by Louis B. Mayer, and is 
| under radio contract to NBC, accord- 
| ing to the studio. 

| Virginia O’Brien, tagged by Metro 
to a termer via the Coast’s ‘Meet the 
| People’ show, delivers two songs in | 
her unusual deadpan delivery. She’s | 
in for specialties in future filmusi- | 
|cals, Third of the newcomers is | 
| little Leni Lynn, who sings one tune | 
i|to good advantage, while Virginia | 
| Grey is on for a brief tap dance rou- 
tine. 

Morgan is in his element as the 

| veteran actor who turns to radio as 
| the last resort for displaying his his- 
|tronic abilities. His impersonations 
of film celebs are generously 
|sprinkled throughout the picture, 
|and do much to maintain interest in 
the lightly constructed yarn. His 
impersonations include Jolson, Ted 
| Lewis, Beery. Robert Taylor, Mickey 
| Rooney and Hedy Larnarr, topned by 
| radio performance of a Gable-Tracy- 
|Colbert scene,.from ‘Boom Town.’ 
| Its entertainment results are top- 
| notch. 





| 








this picture is such a potent thriller 
that it can hardly fail to draw en- 
thusiastic reviews, comment and at- 
tendance. ' 
Made by the same British studio 
that turned out ‘Lady Vanishes,’ the 
film also has the same general sub- 
ject matter, the same screenplay 
writers, again has Margaret Lock- 
wood in the femme lead, and even 
makes similar use of Basil Radford 
and Naunton Wayne as two tourist 
Englishmen with a ludicrous interest 
in cricket. The picture thus gives a 
kind of constant transmigratory ef- 
fect. as if the spectator had seen it 
all somewhere before. Even so it 
carries so much suspense and such a 
stunning climax that it should click 
despite its dubious originality, 


Much of the film’s merit obviously 
stems from the compact, propulsive 
screenplay by Sydney Gilliat and 
Frank Launder, and the razor-edge 
direction of Carol Reed. Story by 
Gordon Wellesley opens in the tense 
days of August, 1939, with a Nazi 
espionage agent in London recaptur- 
ing two Czechs who have escaped 
from a concentration camp, an aged 
armor-plate inventor and his pretty 
daughter. A British Secret Service 
onerative follows them to Berlin and, 
after an exciting sequence of events 
during which war is declared, es- 
capes with them into Switzerland. 

Yarn is not only told without a 
single letdown, but it actually con- 
tinues to pile up suspense to a nerve- 
clutching pitch. Picture also catches 
an extraordinary degree of atmos- 
phere and characterization. Scenes 
in London carry a kind of mysteri- 
ous undertone, while the Berlin se- 
quences (including some excellent 
stock shots) have a terrifying sense 
of impending danger. Scenes of 
troop movements and war prepara- 
tions as news of the outbreak of war 
is received during the train trip to 
Munich add more color and excite- 
ment, while the headlong chase and 
escape at the end is a timetested 
melodramatic device superbly han- 
dled. 

Carol Reed’s direction is worthy 


of the best thrillers of Edgar 
Wallace, for whom he was for 
many years stage manager. It is 


every bit as good as Alfred Hitch- 
cock’s job on ‘Lady Vanishes.’ Mar- 
garet Lockwood is an appealing 
heroine and her performance is di- 
rect and persuasive. Rex Harrison 
is properly suave as the ubiquitous 
British operative, while Paul von 
Hernreid is rightly cold as_ the 
treacherous Gestapo agent, James 
Harcourt is believable as the in- 
ventor, and Felix Aylmer is convinc- 
ing as a German spy in London. 
Radford and Wayne repeat their 
goofy Britisher performances of 
‘Lady Vanishes’ and again click. The 
various Nazi officials in Berlin are 
excellently drawn and there are 
countless touches of atmosphere and 





|comedy that add immeasurable fla- 


vor and zest to the picture. 

The English are traditionally mas- 
ters of melodrama, and ‘Night Train’ 
is a representative achievement. 
| And, incidentally, it should prove 
| better propaganda than a truckful of 
exhortative pictures. Hobe. 


| EAST OF THE RIVER 





how her escape is effected by a fake | 


burial, and the prospect of liberty 
and peace at the fadeout 
mother and son are safely aboard an 
airplane fiying due west 

It is good make-believe and not 
without a number of. situations 
which come close to curdling and 
hair-raising. Miss Shearer’s part in 
the proceedings call for poise and 
calm in the face of danger to her- 
self and her friends, an illusion 
which she maintains skillfully. 

The character rolés are stand- 
outs. Philip Dorn, 
lander, makes his initial appearance 
in an American film in the part of 
the accomplice, Dr. Ritter, and im- 
presses asa player of whom much 
will be seen in the future. Bres- 
sart is the old family friend and at- 
tendant, and although Bassermann 
has only a brief bit to do, he does 
it excellently. 


That Nazimova is seen again in a | 


topical film with militaristic back- 
grounds recalls her sturdy success 
during the first World War in ‘War 
Brides.’ ‘Escape’ has the same set 


of villains, a couple of generations | 


younger. 
Production is of the highest me- 
chanical perfection. Robert Planck’s 


photography is excellent. An Alpine 
exterior is effective and visually | 


appealing. Fine craftsmanship would 
indicate that LeRoy as a director has 
profited from his tenure as a super- 
vising producer. ‘Escape’ is a re- 
lease from conventional formulae. 
Flin. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
‘Escape t8 Glory’ is the new tag on 
‘Passage West’ at Columbia. 
‘Caribbean Holiday’ became ‘Moon- 
light in the Tropics’ at Universal. 
Monogram switched from ‘Triple 
Threat’ to ‘West of Pinto Basin.’ 
‘Sandy Gets Her Man’ is release 
titie for ‘Fireman Save My Child’ at 
Universal. 
Mongram’s ‘Oklahoma Bound’ be- 
came ‘Take Me Back to Oklahoma.’ 
20th-Fox switched from ‘Sleepers 
East’ to ‘Sleepers West.’ 
‘Should Dr. Kildare Tell?’ became 
‘Dr. Kildare’s Crisis’ at Metro, 





when | 


pitch for officer Wayne. 
there on it’s the usual amorous se- 
quences between the pair, and nat- 
ural opposition. After a wild and 
slapsticky battle that wrecks the 
cafe, boy goes to sea and girl joins 
the ship M.D. for another episode. 
Cafe battle is fast and furious 
wrecker of joint, with bodies flying 
through air from all directions. Di- 
rection of familiar situation is han- 
dled for comedy effects, which fresh- 
ens the routine considerably, other- 


| wise the direction is ordinary. along 
a young Hol- | with story and ‘script. 


Walt. 


HULLABALOO 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 23. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Louis 
| K. Sidney production. Stars Frank Mor- 
| gan; features Virginia Grey, Dan Dailey, 
| Jr. Directed by Edwin L. Marin. Screen- 
play by Nat Perrin, based on idea by 
Bradford Ropes and Val Burton; camera, 
Charles Lawton; editor, Conrad A Ner- 
vig; songs, Earl Brent, Jack Lawrence, 
Ted Shapiro, Ted Koehler, Sam Stept. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, Oct. 22, '40. 
| Running time, 77 MINS. 


| Frank Merriweather Frank Morgan 


Laura Merriweather... . Virginia Grey 
| ee WON, scccccacces Dan Dailey, Jr. 
Penny Merriweather....... Billie Burke 
BoE PPOPRINS. cccccecctsce Nydia Westman 
2 aes Ann Morriss 
| Clyde PENNS 64:64.00 608040048 Donald Meek 
| ‘Buzz’ OO 60550 05ee eee ws Reginald Owen | 
en Gc DG3%s cchacckeecehe Charles Holland 
Judy Merriweather.............-. Leni Lynn 
io cu! B.S e Virginia O’Brien 
Pe Be eee ee Curt Bois | 
Sue Merriweather..........sec; Sara Haden 
Terry Merriweather............ Larry Nunn 
I 0454064005 42-040068 Barnett Parker 
Arthur SOF NOCtOR. ccc cicdes George Lessey 
clone oie eT OTR PTET ee Cy Kendall 


cerhea’s Connie Gilchrist 
‘Hullabaloo’ is a program comedy 
with music that makes up in pep 
and tempo what it might lack in 
originality of story. Frank Morgan 
carries the major burden of the piece 
on his own shoulders with a contin- 
ual display of deft mimicry and im- 
personations but is aided consider- 
ably by several film newcomers who 
indicate they will be seen aplenty in 
the future. 
Picture is good light entertainment, 
above program average, lightly con- 
cocted in tune with present audience 
requirements. Most important film 








From | 


debut is that of Charles Holland, a/ 


P Warner Bros. release of Harlan Thomp- 
Story details the efforts of an old ag 


‘ son production. Stars John Garfield, 
|trouner, beset by three divorced | Brenda Marshall, Marjorie Rambeau; fea- 
| wives and children, to secure a foot- | a A . Tobias, a iwiam Lasdions. 
$ M sioro Olse ouglas *o ley Jac ai 2. 
held in radio. He essays a Man |Tioted Ge Ri Bw den ‘thom 
from Mars’ broadcast as his first! John Fante and Ross B. Willis: adapta- 
sponsored effort, and is promptly | tion, Fred Niblo, Jr.; editor, Thomas Pratt; 
£ P | photoerat Sj cke t Globe, N. F 
fired for the public furore created. | Photestaphy, Sid Hickox. At Globe, N. Y. 
. ; | week Oct, 26, 40. Running time, 73 
Yarn then goes through the discour- | yyns. 
|agements encountered until he final- | Joe Lorenzo............0002+0: John Garfield 
|ly clicks with his impersonations and | Laurie Romayne.......... Brenda Marshall 
ith forming abilities of his thr e | Teresa Lorenzo..........Marjorie Rambeau 
|the performing abilities o is ci... SEATS . George Tobdlas 
| youngsters. Bo ee ae William Lundigan 
| Picture is the first production ef- | Judge Davis............... ..Moroni Olsen 
fort of Louis K. Sidney, veteran ging ESE tPesRheHEA Sees mn peed peo 
| Loew theatre exec who has been 0n | ‘No Neck’ Griswold....-... Levees Jack Carr 
the Coast for the past two: years | Balmy..........ccccssccceces Paul Guilfoyle 


handling the Metro radio shows, | Warden 
Sidney’s effort is focused on achiev- 
ing audience entertainment rather 
than the technique of logical story, 
and he easily hits the intended mark. 
| Edwin Marin directed at a fast pace, 
|which partially overcomes the story 
| deficiencies. Supporting cast is 
neatly selected, and includes Dan 
Dailey. Jr., Billie Burke, Nydia West- 
man, Donald Meek, Ann Morriss and 
Reginald Owen. Walt. 


i sults. 


NIGHT TRAIN | _ The story deals with the lower east 
(BRITISH-MADE) | side of New York which has spawned | 
la lot of tough guys, but in the title, 


TSAR RRR Russell Hicks 

Considerable talent has figured in 
| the production of ‘East of the River’ 
land in many respects the picture is 
imuch better than average melodrama 
|of a familiar Warner Bros. cut, but 
lit’s rather slow. John Garfield, 
Brenda Marshall and Marjorie Ram- 
beau, billed above the title, plus the 
general excellence of Harlan Thomp- 
}son’s production supervision, should 
|make for satisfactory boxoffice re- 


Ss 


| 20th-Fox release of Maurice Ostrer (Gau- 


mont-British) production, Stars Margaret |‘East of the River,’ there may be | 
Lockwood, mes bedi oy P ey some confusion. although apparently 
von ernreid. irected by Caro eed. | “on : . 
Screenplay, Sydney Gilliat and Frank | the Hudson river is meant. New 


Launder; from original by Gordon Wellesley; 
camera, Otto Kanturek; music, Louis Levy; 


| York’s eastside slum area is hard by | 


) ' the East river but to the west of 

rat me ow E. tog a pw Pro- | it 

ection Raom, N, Y. t. 23, °40. R i ate 

ltime, 90 MINS, van'?§ | John Fante’s and Roos B. Willis’ | 

Anna Bomasch......... Margaret Lockwood yarn is built around an_ Italian 

| Gus Bennett....seeseeeeeseeee Rex Harrison | mother and her two sons, one of 

| oe anne $cseeuevesee we Se te them adopted. At the outset the two 
a fee 06000063 40% asi a : ; 

f CRPMICHEE. ccs ccsccsvescsees Naunton Wayne | Lads get into trouble by slugging S 

| Axel Bomasch.....ccessees James Harcourt | Tailroad detective. They are relieved 

Dr. Fredericks bee eens coceress Feltx Aylmer | of reformatory time when Marjorie 
YGOCN . cccceccscccsccecece } t roldle ; of j 

| En bs 00s ence bs sb beau Roland Cuiver | Rambeau agrees to discipline her 

| Schwab... .sssccccssccesees Eliot Makeham |9WN son and take the other boy un- 

| Kampenfeldt............ Raymond Huntley |der her wing also since he has no 

| ¢ —_ tage seer cesseceeeeseed Austen Trevor | home 

| CONN 6p b5666u 560 0500090" Kenneth Kent | = * 

Admiral Hassinger........... C. 2 Pecaee | John Garfield 1S the blood son, 

Gestapo Officer.......seeeeceees: Fritz Valk | While William Lundigan plays the 

Teleferic Attendant....... Morland Graham 


‘role of the adcpted lad. Garfield 
_ Senne | goes west and gets into stir, but 

A taut, gripping melodrama of Lundigan, whose record as a boy is 
steadily-mounting intensity, ‘Night worse, becomes a respectable citizen. 
Train’ may prove a sleeper. It may|He goes th-ough college on money 
suffer because of the inevitable com- | supplied by Garfield, but is ignorant 
parisons that will be drawn to ‘The | of the fact, even to the end, that it 
; Lady Vanishes,’ with which it has/was an ill-gotten gain. 








Garfield’s moll, Brenda Marshal}, who 
shifts her affections from him to 
Lundigan after Garfield has brought 
her into his mother’s eastside h¢ 


following his release from jail. She 
undergoes regeneration under the 
kindly Rambeau roof. Away for 


awhile, Garfield returns after learn. 
ing his girl friend of criminal days 
is going to marry Lundigan. He at. 
tempts to upset this but his mother 
in the film’s most dramatic scene 
bulldozes him out of it. , 

The charcterizations drawn are 
more interesting than the story jt. 
self. Miss Rambeau gives a glowing 
performance as the Italian mother, 
owner of a restaurant. * Perfect for 
the type he plays is Garfield, and 
Miss Marshall shades her job nicely 
in conversion from the tough gir] 
to the nice lady, 

A light touch of comedy, very ef- 
fective, is supplied by George Tobias, 
An evenly-played role, partly on the 
romantic side, is carried out by Lun- 
digan. Among those of lesser im- 
portance but okay are Moroni Olsen, 
Douglas Fowley and Jack LaRue. 
Alfred E. Green directed against 
backgrounds that reflect authentic 
settings. Some of the montage shots 
are excellent and the opening se- 
quence dealing with a bus tour of the 
eastside, with a corking good spiel, 
is effective. Sid Hickox headed the 
camera crew. Char, 


SLIGHTLY TEMPTED 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 





duction, Stars Hugh Herbert; features 
Peggy Moran, Johnny Downs, Gertrude 
Michael, George E. Stone, Elisabeth Ris- 
don. Directed by Lew Landers. Original 
story, Max Marcin, Manuel Seff; screen- 
play, Arthur T, Horman; camera, Charles 
Van Enger. At Albee, Brooklyn, Oct, 25, 
‘40, dual. Running time, 60 MINS, 

Prof. Ross..... cece eeevece «+-Hugh Herbert 
Judy Ross......6+.-. eccscoees- Fegey Moran 
Jimmy Duncan......eseeeee> Johnny Downs 
Duchess......-. eccscceses Gertrude Michael 
Petey. cccoccaseecs ooccesee taeeeee Stone 
Ethelreda Knox......- -+.-Biisabeth Risdon 
Gentleman Jack......> -..-Robert E, Keane 
Cartwright. ......ccsseees Harry C. Bradley 
Mayor Ammerson.......+++-+ Harry Holman 
Findiggle.....eccsccsseees Walter Soderling 
Warcross..... ecccccccce »+». William Newell 





As a minor-budgeter for the sec- 
ond spot on dual bills, ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ just about gets by. It’s an 
anemic comedy, 

Hugh Herbert is starred as the 
goofy confidence man, pickpocket 
and kleptomaniac who is released 
from jail, promises his daughter to 
go straight, immediately works up a 
big swindle among her small-town 
friends and finally straightens every- 
thing out by marrying a wealthy 
widow and fixing his son-in-law 
with a prosperous factory. It’s all 
strictly lightweight stuff and, after 
the first couple of laughs out of Her- 
bert’s light-finger antics, pretty un- 
funny. 

Script, after the initial 
laboriously crammed with all the 
standard film gags, while the pro- 
duction and direction are merely 
the required routine sort. Herbert's 
particular brand of drollery makes 
an amusing minor characterization 
in a picture, but is inclined to be 
anesthetizing when piled on for 60 


joke, is 


minutes. Peggy Moran and Johnny 
Downs are stereotype juvenile ro- 
mantic _ stuff. Gertrude Michael, 


who's done numerous better things, 


lis acceptable in the slim part of a 


swindling gal, while George E. 
Stone, Elisabeth Risdon and Robert 
Emmett Keane are satisfactory in 
supporting roles. Hobe. 


Mexican Spitfire Out West 


RKO release of Cliff Reid productior 
executive producer, (Lee Marcus. Stars 
Leon Errol, Lupe Velez; features Donald 
Woods, Elisabeth Risdon, Cect]l Kellaway. 
Directed by Leslie Goodwins Screenplay, 
Charles E. Roberts and Jack ‘Townley; 
story, Charles E, Roberts music, Roy 
Webb; camera, Jack Mackenzie; editor, 
Desmond Marquette. Reviewed In Projec- 
tion Room, N. Y., Oct. 24, ‘40. Running 
time, 76 MINS, 

Carmelita... ccccsces Oeoecccccccoces Lupe Velez 
Uncle Matt i Leon Errol 
Lord Epping § ee ee 

Ps 6.0 cea S obeKnaeacs 6oe-ks Donald Woods 
AUNE DOUR.cccessscccesecs Elisabeth Hisdon 
CN s ob 00008 eb ccercoeese Cecil Kellaway 
NG 5 -4:6:4 s:e0: 6 b50050654808 Linda Hayes 
Ei DEG cc ccspnccoehees Lydia Bilbrook 
hoe: Ee Charles Coleman 
POOPED: oc cccwsoccececcceace Charles Quigiey 
BRIMMOT. cccceccovcccccccscons .Eddie Dunn 
WH EMOEB. ccc ccccccecesecccces Grant Withers 
Taxi Driver. ccccccccceticccens Tom Kennedy 














| several factors in common. However,i The plot, rather obvious, involves 


Another in a series that has starred 
Leon Errol alongside Lupe Velez. 
The secondary rung of the duals is 
the only hope for this one. 

It’s a mad yarn about switched 
identities, with Errol setting as merry 


la pace as the dull script would allow, 


playing alternately an English peer 
and an American who impersonates 
the former in order—and this also 
calls for further involved circum- 
stances—to snare a distilling contract 
from the peer. ; 

Errol gives a smash characteriza- 
tion as ‘Lord Epping,’ garnering 
plenty of laughs with his interpreta- 
tion of the typically eccentric Eng- 
lish peer, bandy legs and all: but it 
isn’t sufficient to allow ‘Mexican 
Spitfire Out West’ to emerge as over- 
all entertainment. , 

Lupe Velez, as the wife of Errols 
nenvhew (Donald Woods), is consid- 
erably subordinated to Errol, though 
starred with him. Her marital m!x- 
up forms the secondary plot and 1}s 
linked none too adroitly to the films 
major one. As the ‘Mexican Spitfire, 
Miss Velez is her typical self, a part 
obviously tailored to her screen per- 
sonality. Woods, Elisabeth Risdon 
and Cecil Kellaway contribute satis- 
factory performances, 
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MEET THE WILDCAT 


of Joseph G. Sanford 
Ralph Bellamy, Marga- 
Schildkraut, 


tniversal release 
yduction Stars 
a Lindsay; features Joseph 


is the use of the bandits in old army 
cavalry garb. 


Direction is uneven, it being a bit 


| difficult to digest the quickie shifts 
Directed | from heavy pathos to outright slap- 


| stick generated for comedy scenes. 
| Dialog is a study in the usual] stilted 


western patter—just now no western 


| is complete without the stern com- 


il Jenkins, Jerome Cowan. 
gg oo Lubin. Story and adaptation, 
alex Gottlieb; editor, Artur Hillton,; 
asnera, Stanley Cortez. At Rialto, N. Y., 
cake. Oct. 22, ‘40. Running time: 61 
MINS. 
Brod, ..ceccesece ee ll, 
ce ea maeene soekeeeees Margaret Lindsay 
PUMO@rAY.+eeeeeeeereeees Joseph Schildkraut 
Max see auwss babes es eeneeer Allen Jenkins 
Digby Peo esseccces+--derome Cowan 
Moral. ..scrccoeke eeeeee- Robert O. Davis 
Chief of Police.....+- eoeeeess Frank Puglia 
Mordaunt....--e+eeeeereeeees Guy D'Ennery 
MarlcO. .cccrcccvccccccsseesees Hans Herbert 
PPiV@CLOM... se eeeeeecescece Juan De La Cruz 
PASSO. ..--- ser eececcecvecs ....Reed Hadley 
Annabelle Lee@...-ereccee ..-Gloria Franklin | 
Blande@.....--++eeeceecceeeeeeres Iris Adrian 





‘Meet the Wildcat,’ which belongs 
in the lowest price bracket, is a 
hackneyed and somewhat fantastic 
tale of an art thief in Mexico City 
who conceals his identity in the best 
fictional manner. It is poor enter- 
tainment, produced in regulation 
fashion by Joseph G. Sanford and 
directed with equal lack of enthusi- 
asm by Arthur Lubin. 

The story is by Alex Gottlieb. Lib- 
erties he takes are legion and some 
of the action is too absurd to be 
taken with any sense of seriousness. 
Carelessness in story preparation, 
plus the utter disregard for con- 


mand, ‘Fan out men.’ 


Robert Livingston continues as the 
active leader of the Mesquiteer out- 
fit, likely because he is the most 
rugged individual of the trio. Bob 
Steele, who’s been featured solo in 
many cactus epics, acts, looks and 
talks like a cowboy. Third member, 
Rufe Davis, is in there largely for 
the laughs. He is clicko with some 


| larynx gymnastics, a holdover from 


his vaudeville act. Pauline Moore 
makes a creditable femme romantic 
interest with no place to go. Wel- 
don Heyburn, Tom Chatterton, Car- 
roll Nye, oldtimer Rex Lease and 
Mary Field head the support. Wil- 


| liam Nobles contributes some swell 





sistency and plausibility, sometimes | 


nearly provide the laughs which a 
lack of genuine comedy 
doesn’t produce. 

The way the girl reporter, on the 
trail of the art thief, works is one 
thing, but how she is permitted into 
“a guy’s cell without 
watch is another. At one point, 
where she trips the detective sus- 
pected of being the art thief, she is 
credited with catching him. When 
the gal is in the cell with the man 
she suspects is the elusive ‘wildcat,’ 
he makes her shed her dress that he 
might effect an escape. Imagine 
Ralph Bellamy trying to get into 
Margaret Lindsay’s dress! It later 
develops that the cops let him escape 
because he’s a cop himself. The 
whole thing is still a joke anyway. 
The newspaper office of the Mexico 
City Associated News bureau looks 
anything like such an office should 
be. It could almost pass for a film 
producer’s sanctum. 

It seems Bellamy, a N.Y. detective, 
is on the trail of the thief billing 
himself as the wildcat and that Miss 
Lindsay mistakes the said Bellamy 
for the said wildcat. Joe Schild- 
kraut, who’s very stagey, is the art 
dealer whom they nab in the end. 
There is the usual police rescue at 
the finish when things 
blackest. 

Bellamy and Miss Lindsay do fair- 
ly well with poor parts. Allen Jen- 


look their | of Baby Dumpling and ear-elevating 


value | 


anyone on)! 


Columbia release of Robert Sparks pro- 
duction Stars Penny Singleton, Arthur 
Lake, Larry Simms, Daisy Directed by 
Frank R, Strayer. Screenplay by Richard 
Flournoy and Karen DeWolf; story by 
Karen DeWolf and Charles M. Brown; 
|} camera, Henry Freulich; editor, Gene Mil- 
ford; asst. direcior, Abby Berlin Pre- 
viewed at Pantages, Oct. 24, ‘4. Running | 
time: 67 MINS, 
| PPro Tye TT ee rer eT Penny Singleton 
eee re erry ee Arthur Lake 
IS | res oe Larry Simms | 
EGE ccctaseedesrerecsnepestaneseé Himself 
bee €, DORR eriwas cossvscias Jonathan Hale 
EVA. PUID. oo coe we scneer Danny Mummert | 
PEE. c's0esconctéonsneesten Irving Bacon 
Sb n6 6600 600eseens6esatnn ee Glenn Ford 
i i SPT PeSPETTL TTT Terres Luana Walters 
BOCES. cccccvecsccoesseesenese Will Wright 
Dc AVM ccs cceccnsecs Spencer Charters 
Atnt BaGRas acces aesens eds Leona Roberts 





| order that the series survives. 


kins, a cab driver from the Bronx, | 


is in for comedy relief, but finding 
the laughs are difficult. It’s 
poorest laugh assignment he’s yet 
had. Lessers include Jerome Cowan, 
not a good type as a newspaper 
bureau’s head, pnd Frank Puetlia, a 
chief of police who's okay. Char. 


THE TRAIL BLAZERS 


of Harrv 





Republic re 
tion Stars Robert 
hitufe Davis; features 
Weldon Heyburn. 
Sherman, Original 
based on characters 
MacDonald; screenplay, 
camera, William Nobles; 
Martinelli; music, Cy Feuer Previewed in 
Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 24, °40 Run- 
ning time: 58 MINS, 

Stony Brooke 
Smith 


Joslin 


Grey produc- 
Livingston, Bob Steele 
Panline Moore and 
Directed by George 
story by Earle 
created by William 
Barry Ship- 


slease 


Colt 


Tucson 
Lullaby ..-Rufe Davis 
a, ar rer Pauline Moore 
OO DORIS oc ccncccatacs6e Weldon Heyburn 
Jim Chapman Carroll Nye 
Major Kelton from Chatterton 
The Dentist Srere rr Tiere Si Jenks 
A ARMOR. os 5 0d6es sue vees Mary Field 
Mason John Merton 
\ T.ease 
Blats 


TEETTTTTTE LETT Robert 


Pattern of this outdoor adventure 
meller has been employed so often 
before that even the switch to differ- 
ent motivating characters 
remove the sameness. Despite the 
familiar plot, it measures up to 
others in the Mesquiteer series, with 
Bob Steele, Robert Livingston and 
Rufe Davis overcoming hokey situa- 
tions and lines. 

Principal difference from the cus- 
tomary outlaw-versus-honest  pio- 
neers theme is that this time the 
£00d folks out Fort Dodge way are 
convinced that telegraphy will be a 
means of combatting the fast-riding 
cowboy  banditti. Yarn has the 
prairie bandits fighting the new 
means of communication because it 
threatens to bring out the U. S. cav- 
alry swiftly instead of giving them 
sevéral hours’ start to make a get- 
away after a raid. 

Peculiar part about the cow-coun- 
try town of Jackson, about which 
the action revolves, is that the fight- 
Ing is left to the small cavalry troop 
and the outlaw cowboys. The ranch 
Owners and their cowhands are 
noticeable by their absence. 

As per usual, the Three Mes- 
quiteers as pals of the pioneering 
telegraph expert carry the fight 
right into the enemy camp despite 
all odds. 
S9 insurmountable that only the 
typical western scenario pulls them 
through safely. And as usual there 


doesn’t 


the | 


Snell, } 


editor, Tony | 


tion Room N Bas 


'of course, are getting it first. 


Generally these odds are | 


photography. Wear. 


Blondie Plays Cupid 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 


All the familiar routines of the 
Bumpstead family are repeated here 
in a decidedly episodic story con- 
structed only to hold together the 
slapstick situations paraded continu- 
ously. Picture will be mildly di- 


verting support in the program and 
family houses and will have to de- 
pend on the Blondie following to 
make that grade. 


Situations and incidents in the 


family life of the Chic Young car- | 


toon characters need revamping in 
Little 
change is made in the routines of 
Dagwood and Blondie from previous 
issues of the series, and the cuteness 


of Daisy dull through constant re- 
peating. Blondie needs some inten- 
sive story hypoing. 
After a lengthy first half in the 
Bumpstead home, the group goes 
through numerous vicissitudes in 
trying to reach country relatives for 
a holiday rest. Blondie essays to 
help an eloping counle, and finally 
succeeds. That’s all there is to it. 
Frank Strayer utilizes many old- 
time slapstick gags of the Sennettian 
era to string the picture out to 
necessary length. Trouble is that 
all of them are too familiar and lack 
spontaneity in presentation. Walt. 





LONDON CAN TAKE IT 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Warner Bros, Release of British Ministry 
of Information production Commentary 
Written and spoken by Quentin Reynolds, 
London correspondent of Collier's No 
other credits Previewed tn WB Projec 


Oct. 25, °40. Running 


time: 9 MINS, 

VaRIETY'S rule of not reviewing 
shorts is abrogated in this case in 
deference to the job done by the 
British Ministry of Information, 
Quentin Reynolds and Warner Bros. 
English propaganda service did its 
bit in conceiving the idea of ‘London 
Can Take It’; Reynolds did his—and 


more—by making it both impressive 
and presentable to the American 
public via his excellently written 


and spoken commentary, and War- 
ner Bros. did theirs by releasing it 
to theatres throughout the country 
as rapidly as prints could be turned 
out 


Deal whereby WB agreed to han- 
dle the briefie was arranged in a 
phone call from the Minister of In- 


formation, Alfred Duff-Cooper, to 


Harry M. Warner—which is one way 
of getting things done All profit 
above actual cost of handling are 
being turned over by WB to the 
British War Relief “kane i 1 
being sold separately from the regu 
lar shorts product, with general 
rules of clearance being ditched in 


favor of a policy of getting it into 
as many houses as possible as quick- 
ly as possible. Downtown houses, 
New 
York preem found it opening in 
eight first-rums at once; 600 prints 
are being used. 


Purpose of the film is to show 


what a drubbing London is taking, | 
without despair, | 
upheaval of | 


yet continuing on 
without too great an 
the normal conduct of its business— 
and ‘London Can Take It’ tells that 
story eloquently. It’s 
edited by some unsung and unbilled 
expert to interlard scenes of bomb- 


' ings and air-raid shelters with those 


are the series of overhead shots 
showing the traveling telegraph | 
Crews train. Also the standard 


closeup of the emoting secondary 
femme lead. A change of procedure 


of London going about its normal 
business. 

Such shots as that of tHe house- 
wife coming through an all-night 
air raid to find her quart of milk at 
the back door as usual are even 


skillfully | 


|more impressive than those of the | 
flashings of bombs and anti-aircraft | 


McNerney Resigns As UA, Frisco, — 


guns through the total blackout. 

Reynolds’ story is told 
fancy verbiage, no hysterical 
| Zuage, but with powerful simplicity. 


with no; 
lan- | 


rele re lees mesa Head; Other Exch 
ied Ue solos artiicios tate tas plies | ead; Uther Exc alge Briefies 


| lacks punch, that it doesn’t sell the 
| idea strongly enough to the Ameri- 
can public that England needs all 
| possible help. Whether or not it is 


| Strong enough is open to question, | 


on America England’s ability to ab- 
| sorb punishment, rather than to be 
apleaforaid. Reynolds’ voice is that 





San Francisco, Oct. 29. 


branch manager during absence of 


D. J. McNerney, veteran manager | Mack Goodman, who was ordered to 
| although it must be taken from the|of United Artists exchange, has re-| take a two month rest after heart 
| title that the purpose is to impress! signed, but will stick around for an- 


other month or so before taking his | 


first vacation in 25 years. 
McNerney probably will devote his 


of a man tired from lack of sleep, | time to theatre interests, being part- 
| but who’s ready to go on forever for | ner with Joe Blumenfeld in some of 


a cause he thinks is just. ‘This has 


the latter’s houses, including one now 


| attack. 


Theatre’s Charity Co-op 
Regina, Sask., Oct. 29. 
Harry A. Bercovich, manager of 
Regina’s Rex (indie), being com- 


| been a quiet day for us,’ he says, ‘but | building in Sacramento. Blumenfeld | mended around Regina for his nice 


it won't be a quiet night. 


more than five weeks. 
—probably some of the people you 


are watching now.’ 
‘Some of the people you are 





afternoon for air raid shelters to 
open. Even a Hitler must: get a 
| twinge from that. 
all is the ‘wail of the banshee’ an- 
nouncing ‘they’re coming,’ the drone 
of planes seen as specks in the sky, 
| the ‘long, white, inquisitive fingers’ 
of the searchlights, the 
shells, the rumble of bombs and, 
| without Reynolds’ words, you know 
‘these are not Hollywood sound ef- 
fects.’ 

There’s very little blood to be 
seen, plenty of battered buildings, 
| letting you well know that ‘London 
,is taking it... Through it all, Rey- 
nolds sees a touch of humor. Just 
as he says, ‘In the center of the city 
the shops are open as_ usual,’ a 
| woman walks into a shop via the 
| place where a plate glass window 
;Should have been. Reynolds re- 
marks: ‘Even more open than usual.’ 
| And you hope that Reynolds is 
right when he says: ‘A bomb has its 
limitations. It can only destroy 
buildings and kill people. It cannot 
kill the unconquerable spirit and 
courage of the people of London. 
London canetake it.’ Herb. 


MERCY PLANE 


Producers Pictures production and_re- 
lease Directed tw Richard Harlan.” Story 
by William Lively. At Central. N. Y.. 


week Oct. 23, '40, dual. Running time: 72 
MINS. 


Speed Leslie. 


TTT TTT TTT TTT James Dunn 


Brenda Gordon...........> Frances Gifford 
Ere ere : Matty Fain 
rrr eee William Pawlev 
ee ene ey ME, 
OMNI s cco ceceseccvapecdes lorbes Murray 
| 

|} Only thing about this opus that 


might tickle the fancy of meller ad- 


They'll be | 
|over tonight and they'll destroy a!Artists gets modern quarters under 
| few buildings and kill a few people ; newly 


Backgrounding it | 


| 


} 
| 
j 
| 


We | circuit now numbers about 20 situ- 
haven't had a quiet night now for ations. 


Resignation comes just as United 


remodeled Paramount 
change, moving in Nov. 2. 


ex- 


| Dave Williams Upped 
watching now’ happen to be mothers | 


| 


David R. Williams, manager of the 


with babies waiting in line in late Embassy newsreel theatre, on Broad- 


way, has been prompted to become 
assistant to Major A. G. Rudd, pub- 
lic relations head for all Newsreel 


| Theatres, Inc., in the metropolitan 





| 


N. Y. area. Dan Moriarity, of the 
Embassy house staff, made manager 


'of the Broadway operation. 
whine of | eames 


Carolina’s New Houses 
Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 29. 

Wilby-Kincey’s fourth local house 
scheduled to start by Jan. 1. 

New Rex, Galax, Va., nearing 
completion, E. J. Baker to manage 
the 750-seater. J. F. Norman has 
opened new Star at England, Ark. 
Gem, DeQueen, Ark., dark all sum- 
mer, reopened. Franze Taylor is 
manager. W. L. Spicer named as- 
sistant manager of Conway and 
Grand, Wynne, Ark. C. R, Hawkins 
plans new Cashiers, N. C. house. S. 
M. DeBakey plans 2,000-seater at 
Lake Charles, La. 

New South Carolina houses _ in- 
clude State, owned by F. A. Greene, 
recently opened at Timmonsville; 
Pix, R. E. Bryant's second Rock Hill 
layout; Thomas Jacobs’ Simpson- 
ville theatre, sold to M. B. Good- 
enough soon after opening. 

Recent Tennessee units opened in- 
clude Strand, 
Maynes, manager; also 
theatre, Savannah, Tenn., has been 
renovated, reequipped, and 150 seats 
added to Sunset, Knoxville. Ritz, 
Brucetown, Tenn., is getting 40-feet 
extension, due to better biz. 


Lucas & Jenkins opened new Ritz, | 


Brunswick, Ga. L. H. Halloway and 
associates, Cordele, Ga., announced 
new 700-seater in Murray Hill sec- 


| tion, Jacksonville, Fla, for Jan. 1 


dicts is its theme, and that’s the hot | opening. 


plane racket. Here the mob lifts 
‘em with the greatest of ease, doctors 
‘em in its own factory and sells ’em 
to foreign nations. 
gets spectacular, the romantic tangle 
is quite tepid and the plot hardly 
gets suspenseful. Also the telling is 
windy and slow. Nevertheless, the 
film should go nicely with the kids. 

Weaving through the exposition of 
the hot plane racket is the counter- 
theme of brother and sister love. 
The head mobsman loves his sister, 
a speed flier in her own right, more 


than anything else in life, and it’s 
this affection that proves his un- 
doing. The inanimate center of all 
the pother is a_ hospital ship, | 
equipped with all sorts of secret | 
contrivances, chief of which is the | 
something which makes the plane 


capable of landing, as the film de- 
' scribes it. on a quarter. 

Narrative unfolds at a flying ex- 
hibition where Speed Leslie (James 
Dunn) finds himself again forced out 
of a race because of a tampered- 
with engine and his chief rival, the 


pretty Frances Gifford, again the 
winner. She's the sister of the plane 
racket boss (William Pawley). 


Leslie later gets the job of testing 
the ‘Mystery Plane’ and when this is 
stolen suspicion centers in Leslie 
and he’s grounded. The girl induces 
her brother to give Leslie a place in 











his plane-doctoring factory. As sus- 
picions of the shop's real operations 
mount, Leslie concocts a kidnaping 
plot involving the ter He flie 
her to the top of one Of the Sier 
When the brother comes to the res- 
cue with the hospital ship he and 
h righthand mobster (Matty) cut 
loose with their artillery and the 
shin is left to Les! and the girl. 
Dunn tosses off his usual flip char- 
acterization, M Gifford’ look 
makes it ea v to overlook the acti! “4 
deficiencies, and the others turn in 
either stock or wooden perform- 
ances. The humor is limited, but 
welcome. Odec. 
. 
Studio Contracts 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 


| RKO picked up Charles Quigley’s 
player option 

20th-Fox applied for court approval 
lof a minor contract with Sheila Ryan. 

Alexi Smith drew a player con- 
tract at Warners. 

Monogram handed a six-picture 
acting ticket to Mantan Moreland. 


to a player deal 


The action never | 


Highland Theatre, Inc., Lakeland, 
Fla., incorporated, 20 shares, $1,000 
par value, H. L. Nadeau and others. 
Court was to get Hattiesburg 
Law” cases Oct. 29. 
| Robert Sigler, Harry Casles, H. D. 
Bowers and Thomas Hartman, en- 
tered not guilty pleas when ar- 
raigned Oct. 6 on charge of violating 
Sunday laws. 

Safe of Imperial, Brinkley, Ark., 
burglarized and receipts taken Sat- 
urday night. Accounting underway. 
Insured. Louis Haven, Sr., is man- 





ger, 
Horns’ Bad Accident 
Des Moines, Oct. 29 
Fred Horn, salesman with RKO, 


and Mrs. Horn in an automobile ac- 


| cident near Muscatine, Ia., last week, 


and Horn is at Iowa Methodist hos- 
pital in Des Moines. 

Marvin Godwin, RKO, returned to 
his job after four weeks’ bout with 
pneumonia. 

Earl Kerr of the Broadway, Coun- 
cil Bluffs, has taken over the Rialto, 
Lineville, Ia. Lineville slated as a 
boom town on the rearmament pro- 
gram. 

Central States has taken over the 
Cresco at Cresco, Ia., formerly oper- 
ated by F. R. Puffer 


Julius Geertz, who operates the 
Uptown and the Zenith at Daven- 
port, remodeling the Zenith, which 
Wl be called the Sunset in the 
future 

The Strand, Cedar Rapids, taken 


Over DY H. A. Sodini. 


RKO Managers’ Banquet 
Annual banquet for RKO manage 


Wa given Monday night (28) il 
Toot Shor’ restaurant, with the 
Wive and sweethearts being guest 
of RKO at any legit show they chose. 
After the show, the latter joined the 


RKO men at the Hurricane. 


John J, O'Connor, RKO’s theatre 


head, and other execs attended. 


| raise 





No Longer a ‘Surprise’ 
Cleveland, Oct. 29 
Exhibs collabing in tossing a testi- 
monial dinner Nov. 30 for Dave Mil- 


ler, Universal’s’ district manager 
here, on his 20th anniversary in the 
film business. At $6 a plate, com- 


mittee in charge of it 
$1,000 for 


expects to 
‘surprise’ gift’ for 
him. 

Bill Gillam made manager of Shea 
circuit’s new house in New Phila- 
delphia, O., named the Quaker, 
which is having its preem Nov. 1. 
Gillam also supervising the Shea's 


Metro signed William Murphy, Jr., | Union, same town. 
Norman Levin, top city salesman | 


James Craig inked a pact at RKO.' at United Artists exchange, acting as 


Millington, C. W. |} 
Savannah | 


| (Miss.) Sunday motion picture “Blue | 
Four managers, | 


gesture in conjunction with the 
| world preem of ‘Northwest Mounted 
Police.’ In order to bolster the con- 
|tribution of Regina theatre-goers to 
|the Candian Red Cross, he joined 
| with three Famous Player houses— 
| the Capitol, Grand and Met—in pre- 
senting the picture. 

| His house, with every seat sold, 
| Sosountes for $660 of the $4,000 col- 
lected by the four theatres and 
‘turned over to the Red Cross by 
| Madeleine Carroll. 


Wolfe’s Double Duty 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 29. 

| Floyd Wolfe, Lynch, Neb., is the 
state’s only exhib whose house does 
|doukle duty, but stays in show biz. 
| His seats are fastened in sections, 
| but not to the floor. He moves ’em 
back against the wall once a week 
and holds a dance. 

Buster McCarty, who was burned 
out of Lebanon, Neb., just opened 
the Indian-Ola., at Indianola, Neb. 

Oscar Johnson started out to build 
what he was going to call the New 
Rivoli, in Falls City, Neb., before 
the recent oil strike, but he’s now 
reordered the marquee, and it’li be 
named the Oil City theatre, opening 
about Dec. 1. 

Charlie Williams, head man of 
MPTOA of Nebraska and Iowa, is 
now 73. 


Ladd Booking Miami 
Miami, Oct. 29. 
Kenneth Ladd has replaced Eddie 
Atkinson as booker for Paramount 
here. 








Condon’s Reacquisition 
La Feria, Texas, Oct. 29. 

R. P. Condon has repurchased the 
Rialto here from the Hall Industries 
which he sold several years ago. He 
plans to change name to ‘Alto’ and 
| will build a house for the Spanish 
talking people in this area which are 
plentiful during harvest time and 
cotton picking time: 


McLaughlins’ New House 


Denver, Oct. 29. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. McLaughlin 
opened their new 400-seat Ritz, Las 
Animas, Colo. 

J. J. Goodstein has reopened his 
Mines theatre at Idaho Springs, 
| Colo., following remodeling necessi- 
‘tated by a fire some time ago. 


Rocky Mountain Screen Club 
formally opened its clubrooms for 
the winter season, and committees 


are working on parties and other 
events to take place in the next few 
months 

Arthur Gould, who also operates 
in Hill City, S. D., opened new 300- 
seater in Lance Creek, Wyo. It 
represents a new town in which to 
sell films, there having been no 
| theatre there previous. 


Brown’s Berth 
Glens Falls, N. Y., Oct. 29. 
George E. Brown, for several years 
manager of the Paramount here, and 
formerly with Paramount in N. Y., is 


now city manger of the Westland 
Theatres, Inc., a group of three 
houses in Pueblo, Col. About 10 
years ago Brown was advertising 


manager for the L. L. Dent Circuit of 


theatres in Texas with headquarters 
in Dallz Dent being president of 
the Westland which operates through- 
out Colorado, Nebraska and Okla- 
noma 
Kinsley to Times, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Oct. 29. 

30b Kinsley, former assistant of 
Keith’s, is manager of the Times, 
664-seat second-run downtown 
cinema which onened Friday (25). 
His assistant is Clarence E, Hesford, 
former Keith’s doorman. Leonard 
Rafferty transferred from the Gift’s 


to Keith’s as assistant manager. All 
three houses operated by Ike Libson, 
Cincy’s leading indie exhib and also 
general manager of RKO Theatres 


|in Dayton and this town. 


Times is owned hy the Taft estate 
and occupies the old Times-Star 
building site at Sixth and Walnut. 
Its scale is 20-33c. 

Feigley’s Air-Service Yen 
Toledo, Oct. 29. 

Howard Feigley, Jr., who is asso- 
ciated with his father in managing 
the Rivoli and Palace in downtown 
Toledo, has applied for entrance in 
the Canadian Air Corps and will 
take tests in Canada. F 

No one is being considered for his 
| managerial post in the Palace, how- 
ever, until it is known whether he 
has officially been accepted. 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Major studios have production for 1940-41 well ad- 
vanced, with only 312 features remaining to be filmed 
during the next 10 months. Production has started to 
ease up with five of the studios putting no pix in works 
during the past week. Warners, with three new ones 
and severul ready to start, were in the vanguard. More 
than 100 films are ready for release or in various stages 
in the cutting rooms. 





Paramount and RKO leads the majors with pictures 
in production, with six each. Columbia and Warners 
have five each and Metro and Universal follow with 
four each. Republic.and United Artists have two pix 
in production and Monogram and 20th one each. 
Majors to date have completed 162 of their promised | 
quotas for the current season, figure not usually | 
reached at this time of the year. 





Columbia 





Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Features ...... 44 10 4 4 30 
Westerns ...... 16 7 0 3 & 
EE bos ose e 4 0 1 0 3 
ae 64 17 5 7 41 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

PINTO KID, western with songs; prod., Leon Barsha; 
dir., Lambert Hillyer; orig. screen play, Fred Myton; 
camera, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Lenore 
Currie, Sons of the Pioneers, Paul Sutton, Hank Bell, 
Jack Rockwell, Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer, Ben Taggart, 
Ernie Adams, Francis Walker, Dick Botiller. 

THUNDERING FRONTIER, western; asso. prod., 
Jack Fier; dir.,,D. Ross Lederman; screen play, Paul 
Franklin; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Star- 
rett, Iris Meredith, Raphael Bennett, Alex Callam, Carl 
Stockdale, Fred Burns, Bob Nolan, John Tyrell, Fran- 
cis Walker, John Dilson. > 

OUTLAWS OF THE PANHANDLE, formerly BLAZ- 
ING THE OKLAHOMA TRAIL, western; asso. prod., 
Jack Fier; dir., Sam Nelson; no writing credits; camera, 
George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Francis Rob- 
inson, Sons of the Pioneers, Stanley Brown, Richard 
Fiske, Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer. 


ARIZONA, western drama (1939-40); prod.-dir., Wes- 
ley Ruggles; screen play, Claude Binyon; original by 
Clarence Budington Kelland; eamera, Joseph Walker. 
Cast: Jean Arthur, William Holden, Warren William, 
Porter Hall, Paul Harvey, Regis Toomey, Edgar 
Buchanan, George Chandler, Uvaldo Valera, Earl 
Crawford, Colin Tapley, Byron Foulger, Wade Crosby, 
Syd Saylor, Raiph Peters, Frank Darien, Nina Cam- 
pano, Frank Hill, Earl S. Dewey, William G. Lomax. 

NOBODY’S CHILDREN, drama: asso. prod., Jack 
Fier; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits; camera, 
Ben Kline. Cast: Edith Fellows, Lois Wilson, Lillian 
West, Billy Lee, Janet Chapman, Cynthia Crane, Walter 
White, Georgia Caine. 

BEYOND THE SACRAMENTO, formerly GHOST 
GUNS, western; asso. prod., Leon Barsha; dir., Lambert 
Hillyer; orig. screen play, Luci Ward; camera, George 
Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Evelyn Keyes. 

BLONDIE PLAYS CUPID, formerly BLONDIE 
GOES TO THE COUNTRY, comedy; asso. prod., Robert 
Sparks; dir., Frank Strayer; screen play, Richard Flour- 
noy, Karen DeWolf; camera, Henry Freulich. Cast: 
Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Danney 
Mummert, Daisy. 

GIRLS UNDER 21, formerly THE LITTLE PRO- 
FESSOR, drama; asso. prod., Ralph Cohn; dir., Max 
Noffeck; no wpiting credits. Cast: Paul Kelly, Rochelle 
Hudson. 

GHOST GUNS, western; asso. prod., Leon Barsha; 
dir.,.eLambert Hillyer; no writing credits; camera, 
George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Evelyn Keyes. 

PASSAGE WEST, melodrama; asso. prod., Samuel 
Bischoff; dir., John Brahm; orig, story, Sidney Biddell 
and Frederick Frank; screen play, P. J. Wolfson; cam- 
era, Frank Planer. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Constance Ben- 
nett, Edgar Buchanan, John Halliday, Alan Baxter, 
Melville Cooper, Marjorie Gateson. 

THE LONE WOLF KEEPS A DATE, formerly RE- 
VENGE OF THE LONE WOLF, formerly ALIAS THE 
LONE WOLF, melodrama: asso. prod., Ralph Cohn; 
dir., Sidney Salkow; orig. screen play, Earl Felton and 


Sidney Salkow; camera, Barney McGill. Cast: War- 
ren Williams, Frances Robinson, Eric Blore. 
THE WILDCAT OF TUCSON, formerly THE 


ROUNDUP, western; assoc. prod., Leon Barsha; dir., 
Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; camera, George 
Meehan, C&st: Bill Elliott, Walter Taylor, Evelyn 
Young. 

ELLERY QUEEN, MASTER DETECTIVE, formerly 
JOHN BRAUN’S BODY, drama; orig., Ellery Queen; 
screenplay, Eric Taylor; camera, James L. Brown, Jr. 
Cast: Ralph Bellamy, Margaret Lindsay, Charles Grape- 
win, James Burke, Marsha Hunt, Michael Whalen, 
Katherine DeMille. Fred Niblo, Morgan Wallace. 

ACROSS THE SIERRAS, western: asso. prod., Leon 


Barsha; dir., D. Ross Lederman; no writing credits; 
camera, George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Luana 
Walters. 


Columbia Pix in Production 

THIS THING CALLED LOVE, comedy; asso. prod., 
William Perlberg: -dir., Alexander Hall: no writing 
credits; camera, Joseph Walker. Cast: Rosalind Russell, 
Melvyn Douglas, Binnie Barnes, Gloria Dickson, Allyn 
Joslyn, Lee J. Cobb, Joan Storm. 

LEGACY, drama; asso. prod., Robert Shrewood; dir., 
Gregory Ratoff; original, Charles Bonner; camera, 
Peverell Marley. Cast: Warner Baxter, Ingrid Berg- 
man, Fay Wray. 

PHANTOM SUBMARINE, formerly OCEAN GOLD, 
meller; asso. prod., Ralph Cohn; dir., Chardes Banton; 
no writing credits; camera, Barney McGill. Cast: Anita 
Louise, Bruce Brand. 

THE GREEN ARCHER, serial; Larry Darmour pro- 
ducer; dir., James Horne; no writing credits; camera, 
James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Victor Jory, Iris Meredith, 
Forrest Taylor. 

PENNY SERENADE, drama: asso. prod.-dir., George 
Stevens: no writing credits; camera, Franz Planer. 
Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary Grant, Edgar Buchanan, Ann 
Doran. 


Metro 


Prom- 


Com- Shoot- Now ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Features ....50-52 15 4 1l 33 
Totals ....50-52 15 4 ll 33 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

_ESCAPE, drama; producer, Lawrence Weingarten; 
director, Mervyn LeRoy: from novel by Ethel Vance; 
camefa, Robert Planck. Cast: Norma Shearer, Robert 
Taylor, Nazimova, Felix Bressart, Paul Lukas, Bonita 
Granville. 

STARS LOOK DOWN, drama; produced in England; 
original by A. J. Cronin; director, Carroll Reed. ‘Cast: 


. 














Emlyn Williams, Margaret Lockwood, Michael Red- 
grave. , 
THE PHILADELPHIA STORY, drama; asso. prod., 





Joseph L. Mankiewicz; director, George Cukor; orig- 
inal by Philip Barry; screenplay, Donald Ogden Stew- 
art; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Katherine Hep- 
burn, Cary Grant, James Stewart, John Howard. | 

HULLABALOO, musical; asso, prod., Louis K. Sid- 
ney; dir., Edwin L. Marin; orig. screen play, Nat Perrin | 
and Dorothy Yost; camera, Charles Lawton. 
Frank Morgan, Billie Burke, Virginia Grey, Ann Mor- 
ris, Leni Lynn, Sara Haden. 


| 
BITTER SWEET, musical; asso. prod., Victor Saville; 


director, W. S. Van Dyke: novel by Noel Coward; screen | 
play, Lesser Samuels: camera, Oliver Marsh. Cast: | 
Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Paul Lukas, Fay 
Holden, Edward Ashley, Lynn Carver. | 

LITTLE NELLIE KELLY, musical; asso. prod., 
Arthur Freed; dir., Norman Taurog; orig., Greorge M. | 
Cohen; screen play, Jack McGowan; camera, Ray June. | 
Cast: Judy Garland, George Murphy, Charles Win- | 
ninger, Douglas McPhail. | 

SHOULD DR. KILDARE TELL?, formerly DR. 
KILDARE No. 6, drama; Gen. Office prod.; dir., Harry 
Bucquet; original screen play, Max Brand; camera, | 
John Seitz. Cast: Lionel Barrymore, Lew Ayres, Rob- | 
ert Young, Laraine Day, Samuel S. Hinds, Emma Dunn, | 

FLIGHT COMMAND, meller; asso. prod., J. Walter | 
Rubin; dir., Frank Borzage; original by Com. Harvey | 
S. Haislip and John Southerland; camera, Hal Rosson. | 
Cast: Robert Taylor. Walter Pidgeon. Ruth Hussey. 

GALLANT SONS, formerly FIGHTING SONS, 
drama; asso. prod., Frederick Stephani; dir., George 
Seitz; no writing credits; camera, Sidney Wagner. 
Cast: Jackie Cooper, Gene Reynolds, Ian Hunter, | 
Bonita Granville, June Preisser, Edward Ashley, Gail | 
Patrick. 

GO WEST, fomedy; asso. prod.. Jack Cummings; dir.. 
Eddie Buzzell: no writing credits; camera, Leonard 
Smith. Cast: Marx Bros., John Carroll, Walter Wolf 
King. 

COMRADE X, melodrama: asso. prod., Gottfried 
Reinhardt; dir., King Vidor; screen play, Ben Hecht and 
and Charles Lederer; camera, Joe Ruttenberg. Cast: 
Clark Gable, Heddy Lamar, Sigmund Rumann, Vladi- 
mir Sokoloff. 

Metro Pix Now in Production 

COME LIVE WITH ME, comedy; gen. office prod.; 
dir., Clarence Brown; no writing credits; camera, 
Gearge Folisey. Cast: James Stewart, Hedy Lamarr, 
Vera Teesdale, Donald Meek. 

KEEPING COMPANY, comedy: asso. prod., Sam 
Marx; dir., S. Sylvan Simon: no writing credits; camera, 
Karl Freund. Cast: John Shelton, Ann Rutherford, 
Frank Morgan, Irene Rich, Virginia Weidler. 

MAISE WAS A LADY, comedy; asso. prod., J. Wal- 


ter Rubin: dir.. Edwin L. Marin; no writing credits; | 
camera, Charles Lawton. Cast: Ann Sothern, Lew 
Ayres, Maureen O’Sullivan, Rita Johnson, Edward 
Ashley. 


WILD MAN OF BORNEO, comedy drama; asso. prod., 
Joseph L. Mankiewitz; dir., Robert Sinclair; no writing 
credits; camera, Oliver Marsh. Cast: Frank Morgan, 
Billie Burke, Virginia Grey, Dan Daley, Jr. 


Monogram 





Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Features ...... 36 6 0 2 29 
Westerns ...... 24 2 1 2 20 
MOU cécccc 60 8 1 4 49 


Pictures in the cutting room: 


a 


| Knute Rockne—All American (WB) 


| Nobody’s Children (Col) 





DRUMS OF THE DESERT, meller; asso. prod., Paul 
Malvern; dir., George Waggner; screen play, Dorothy 
Reid, Joseph West; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: 
Lorna Gray, Ralph Byrd. 

SIX-SHOOTING SERENADE, western; prod. George 
Weeks; dir., Roy Luby; orig., George Plympton; adapta- 
tion, Oliver Drake; camera, Ed Linden. Cast: Roy Cor- 
rigan, John King, Max Terhune, Lita--Conway, Roy 
Barcroft, Jack Rutherford, Tom London. 

PHANTOM OF CHINATOWN, meller; 
Paul Malvern; dir., Phil Rosen: 
West; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. 
Lotus Long, Grant Withers. 

OKLAHOMA BOUND, western: asso. prod., Edward 
Finney; dir., Al Herman; screenplay, Robert Emmett: 
camera, Marcel A. LePicard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Slim 
Anderson, Bob Wills and Texas Playboys. 

ARIZONA FRONTIER, western; asso. prod., Edward 
Finney; dir., Al Herman; screenplay, Robert. Emmet: 
camera, Marcel A. LePicard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Slim 
Andrews, Frank LaRue, Tristram Coffin, Richard 
Cramer, Gene Alsace, Jim Pierce, Jim Thorpe, Hal 
Price, Evelyn Finley, Art Wilcox and Texas Rrangers. 

Monogram Pix Now in Production 

TRIPLE THREAT, western: asso. prod., George | 
Weeks; dir., Roy Luby; screenplay, Elmer Clifton: cam- 
era, Edward Linden. Cast: Ray Corrigan, John King, 
Max Terhune, 


asso. prod., 
screenplay, Joseph | 
Cast: Keye Luke, 


Paramount 





Prom- 


Com-, Shoot- Now ToBe 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Studios ....... 33 iS 4 15 ll 
H. Sherman... 9 5 1 5 3 
Morros-Stillman 2 0 0 1 1 
G. Markey..... 1 0 1 0 0 
Motals . 45 20 6 21 15 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

DANCING ON A DIME, drama: GMO production; 
director, Joseph Santley; script, Maurice Rapf, Anne 
Morrison Chapin, Allen Rivkin: based on story by Jean 
Lustig and Max Kolpe, camera, Charies Lang. Cast: 
Robert Paige, Peter Hayes, Eddie Quillan, Frank Jenks, 
Grace McDonald, Virginia Dale, Carol Adams, Lillian 
Cornell, William Frawley, John Gallaudet, Phillip 
Terry, Tom Collins, George Meader, Charles Lane, 
James Flavin, Jerry Fletcher, Frank C. Shannon, Snow- 

(Continued on page 20) 


| Escape to Glory (Col) 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—9/13/40 


D 115 


a 


C. Grant-M, Scott 


Howards of Virginia (Col) 9/4 

Wyoming (M-G) 9/l1l W %s84 W. Beery-L. Carillo 

The Ape (Mono) M_ 62 Boris Karloff 

Girl from Havana (Rep) 9/11 RD 69 D. O’Keefe-C. Carleton 
Dreaming Ovt Loud (KKO) 9/18 C 8: Lum and Abner-r. Langford 
Public Deb No. 1 (20th) 8/28 Cc 2 G. Murphy-B. Joyce 

Hired Wife (U) 9/11 CD 95 R. Russell-B. Aherne 

Leather Pushers (U) Cc R. Arlen-A. Devine 

No Time for Comedy (WB) 9/11 Cc & 








WEEK OF RELEASE—9/20/40 


J. Stewart-R. Russell 





4 Karloff-E. Keyes 


Before I Hang (Col) 10/2 M 62 B 

Haunted Honeymoon (M-G) 8/7 D 99 R.Montgomery-vc. Cummings 
That Gang of Mine (Mono) M B. Jordan-L. Gorcey 

I Want a Divorce (Par) 9/4 D 91 J. Blondell-D. Powell 
Triple Justice (RKO) 10/9 Ww 65 G, O’Brien-V. Vale 
Colorado (Rep) 9/4 W: 57° R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Yesterday's Heroes (20th) 10/9 CD 6v RK. Sterling-J. Rogers 
Mummy’s Hand (U) 9/25 M 65 D. Foran-P. Moran 
Ragtime Cowboy Joe (U) 10/2 w 68 J.M. Brown-N, O’Day 
Thief of Bagdad (UA) 10/16 D WS C. Veidt-Sabu 

The Westerner (UA) 9/25 w 97 G, Cooper-W. Brennan 
City for Conquest (WB) 9/11 D 15 J. Cagney-A, Sheridan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/27/40 





—_——= 








Angels Over peseOneg (Col) 10/9 D 
Glamour for Sale (Col) 10/23 D 
Prairie Schooners (Col) w 
Strike Up the Band (M-G) 9/18 MU 
Sky Murder (M-G) 9 25 M 
Drums of the Desert (Mono) M 
Rangers of Fortune (Par) 9/11 D 
I'm Still Alive (RKO) 10/2 RD 
Under Texas Skies (Rev) 9/18 Ww 
Brigham Yeung (20th) 8 28 RD 
Spring Parade (U) 10/2 MU 
East of the River (WB) 10/30 M 


So You Won’t Talk (Col) 10/23 * c 


Duley (M-G) 10 2 Cc 
Ole Swimmin’ Hole (Mono) Cc 
Quarterback (Par) 10/2 cD 
Wagon Train (RKO) Ww 
Gay Caballero (20th) 9/25 Ww 
| Diamond Frontier (U) 10/9 M 


10/9 D 


78 D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Hayw’rth 
58 A. Louise-R. Pryor 
B. Elliott-E. Young 
115 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
71 RK. Johnson-W. Pidgeon 
64 LL. Gray-R. Byrd 
79 =F. MacMurrav-P. Morison 
70 K. Taylor-L. Hayes 
57. A. Mesquiteers-L. Ranson 
112 «T. Power-L. Darnefl 
89 D. Durbin-R. Cummings 
73 J. Garfield-B. Marshall 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/4/40 





J. E. Brown-F. Robinson 


68 

67 A. Sothern-l. Hunter 
30) M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
71 W. Morris-V. Dale 

60 TT. Holt-M, O'Driscoll 
58 CC. Romero-S. Ryan 

71 =V. McLagilen-A. Nagel 
97 ~P. O'Brien-G. Page 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/11/40 


Third Finger, Left Hand (M-G) 


10/16 CD 

Trailing Double Trouble (Mono) w 
| Cherokee Str’o. (Perr) 10,2 w 
| Villain Still Pursued Her (RKO) 17/24 Cc 
Melody and Moonlight (Rep) 10/16 cD 
Frontier Vengeance (Rep) 10/9 Ww 
Down Argentine Way (20th) 10/9 MU 
Father Is a Prince (WB) Cc 
10/16 cD 


Little Bit of Heaven (U) 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/18/40 


D 
West of Abilene (Col) Ww 
Moon Over Burma (Par) 10/16 D 
Night Train (20th) 1030 M 
Laddie (RKO) 9/18 D 
Slightly Tempted (U) 10/30 Cc 
Dispatch from Reuters (WB) 9/25 D 


Girls Under 21 (Col) D 
Hullabaloo (M-G) 10 (30 MU 
Phantom of Chinatown (Mono) D 
Christmas in July (Par) 9/18 cD 
Knew What ‘They Wanted (RKO) 10/9 cD 
Young Bill Hickok (Rep) 10/2 w 
Great Profile (20th) 8/21 D 
| Tugboat Annie Sails Again (WB) 10/23 flog 
10/30 RD 


Seven Sinners (U) 


Escape (M-G) 10 30 
Blondie Plays Cupid (Col) 


10/30 Cc 


Take Me Back to Oklahoma (Mono) Ww 
Dancing on a Dime (Par) 10/16 D 
Too Many Girls (RKO) 10/9 MU 
| Li’l Abner (RKO) Cc 
Who Killed Aunt Maggie? (Rep) M 
I’m -Nobedy’s Sweetheart Now (U) Cc 
| Devil’s Pipeline (U) M 
Always a Bride (WRB) Cc 


Bitter Sweet (M-G) 


MU 
Arise My Love (Par) 10/23 D 
Friendly Neighbors (Rep) Cc 
Mexican Spitfire Out West (RKO) 10/30 Cc 
Trail Blazers (Rep) 10/30 w 
The Mark of Zorro (20th) D 
Sandy Gets Her Man (U) Cc 
Pony Post (U) w 
Son of Monte Cristo (UA) D 
Lady with the Red Hair (WB) D 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/15/40 


Lone Wolf Keeps a Date (Col) M 
Beyond the Sacramento (Col) w 
Gallant Sons (M-G) D 
Three Men from Texas (Par) Ww 
Remedy for Riches cD 
Melody Ranch (Rep) Ww 
Street of Memories (20th) 17/3 D 
Moonlight in the Tropics (U) MU 
South of Suez (WB) D 


M 
| Little Nelly Kelly (M-G) MU 
North West Mounted Police (Par) M 
| The Fargo Kid (RKO) Ww 
| You’ll Find Out (RKO) MU 
Texas Terrors (Rep) Ww 


Youth Will Ro Served (20th) Cc 
Meet the Wildcat (U) 10/30 D 
The Long Voyage Home (UA) 10/30 Dd 
The Letter (WB) D 





Ellery Queen—Master Detective (Col) 


Little Men (RKO) D 
This Thing Called Love (Col) Cc 
Comrade X (M-G) M 
Meet the Missus (Rep) Cc 
Tin Pan Alley (20th) MU 
| The Bank Dick (U) Cc 
East of the River (WB) RD 


M. Loy-M. Douglas 


Yo 

56 C, Corrigan-J. King 

84 =R. Dix-V. Jory 

66 A. Louise-R. Cromwell 

73 J. Downs-J. Frazee 

57. D. Barry-B. Moran 

92 D. Ameche-B. Grable 
G. Mitchell-L. Patrick 

85) «6G. Jean-H. Herbert 


E. Fellows-L. Wilson 
C. Starrett-M,. Cooley 


74 DD. Lamour-P. Foster 

90 M. Lockwood-R. Harrison 
69 T. Holt-S. Byington 

60 H.Herbert-P. Moran 

%Y ~=CE. Robinson-E. Best 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/25 


77 


66 
yu 
59 
79 
75 
85 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/1/40 


67 


73 
84 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/8/40 


100 


76 
58 


oa 
eC 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/22/40 


61 
103 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/29/40 


40 


P. Kelly-R. Hudson 
F. Morgan-B. Burke 
K, Luke 

D. Powell-E, Drew 
C. Laughton-C, Lombard 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 
M. Rambeau-A. Hale 
M. Dietrich-J. Wayne 


D 105 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 


P. Singleton-A. Lake 
T. Ritter 

G. McDonald-R, Paige 
L. Ball-R. Carlson 

G. Owen-M, Ray 

J. Hubbard-W. Barrie 
D. O’Keefe-C, Moore 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 

R. Lane-G. Reeves 


J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
C. Colbert-R. Milland 
Weaver Bros. and Elviry 
L. Velez-L. Errol 


R. Livingston-B. Steele 
T. Power-L. Darnell 
S. Erwin-U. Merkel 


J. M. Brown-F. Knight 
L. Hayward-J. Bennett 
M. Hopkins-C. Rains 


/, William-F. Robinson 
. Elliott-E. Keyes 
Cooper-J. Preisser 

. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Hersholt-D. Lovett 
. Autry-J. Durante 

L. Roberts-G. Kibbee 
A. Jones-V. Bruce 

G. Brent-G. Fitzgerald 


BSS 


as 


P. O’Brien-C,. Bennett 

J. Garland-G. Murphy 

G. Cooper-M. Carroll 

T. Holt-J, Drummond 
K. Kyser-RP. Karloff 

D. Barry-J. Duncan 

J. Withers-R. Conway 
M. Lindsay-R. Bellamy 

J. Wayne-T. Mitchell 

B. Davis-H. Marshall 


. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
. Francis-J. Oakie 

. Russell-M. Douglas 

. Gable-H. Lamarr 

. Karns-R. Donnelly 

. Faye-J. Oakie 

. C, Fields-F, Pangborn 
. Garfield-B, Marshall 
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If Your Customers Like 


DANGER 


. . they’ll storm your theatre as the crowds are storming the 
RIVOLI, NEW YORK CITY, where John Ford’s greatest 
production is now in its 4th BIG WEEK. Never has any 





picture, any time received such acclaim. ‘‘Best sea story since 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty’!’’ says Louella Parsons. ‘A superb 
picture!’’ raves Walter Winchell. ‘‘Unquestionably one of the 
greatest of all time!’’ writes McCall’s critic, Pare Lorentz, to 
his nine million readers. While the New York Daily News and 


Liberty Magazine recommend it to their mighty public with 
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THE LONG 
VOYAGE HOME 


Will Be Released On 
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Phonovision-Par Shorts Deal 


Stalls; Jas. 


—_—___—_—_-_~> 


Frank Orsatti-Sam Sax Phono- 
vision outfit will determine by to- 
morrow (Thursday) whether it will 
use Paramount shorts in its nickel- 
jn-the-slot film machines or make 
its own product. Decision will de- 
pend on how favorable a deal Par 
is willing to offer in a series of con- 
fabs this week. 

Number of the Par briefies, fea- 
turing various. name bands, which 
have already gone through regular 
theatre release, have been edited 
down to the three-minute length re- 
quired for the jukers and are now 
being demonstrated at Phono’s New 
York headquarters. 

More than 100 of the Par band 
shorts are available to Sax and Or- 
satti and they could be edited to get 
at least two juke strips out of each 


reel. Par is also constantly making 
more, which means a supply of 
earlier ones becomes continually 
available. 


If the Par deal is nixed, Sax said, 
Phonovision will immediately begin 
production on its own to be ready 
when the machines begin coming off 
the assembly line in about a month. 
Number of cabinets have already 
been delivered and are awaiting 
their innards, 





Out As Soundies Prez 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

James Roosevelt, who gave up his 
chores as president of the Soundies 
Distribution Corp. because of a call 
to military service, returned to town 
with his assistant, N. H. ‘Jack’ Brow- 
er, and explained the changes made 
in the production setup. 


Fred Mills assumes the presidency | 


of Soundies, with Roosevelt as v.p. 
and member of the board, effective 
Nov. 7 and continuing during war 
service. Meanwhile, Henry Henig- 
son is preparing 25 soundies for im- 
mediate production. 


Frisco’s First Jukebox 





Films, the Photogram | 


San Francisco, Oct. 29. 

First dime-in-slot jukebox pix, the 
Photogram, to make its bow in Frisco 
now grinding at the Bal Tabarin. 
Product of Cinematic Sound Co., 
Hollywood, and fitted with Bell- 
Howell equipment, it’s being han- 
dled by M. G. Thompson, B. F. Mur- 
tha and Howard Addleston of Crown 
Specialty Co., a local group. 

Test run has brought orders for 
100 machines, but Addleston figures 
he will do well to place 50 in next 
six months due to shortage of prod- 
uct to feed visual jukes. Currently 
using four dramatized subjects from 
Techniprocess, Hollywood, including 
‘Playmates’ and ‘Man Who Comes 
Around’ backgrounded by Tommy 
Tucker's band. Machines job at $440, 
retailing here at $550. Running time 
from moment dime is slotted until 
fadeout is two minutes, 55 seconds, 
permitting $2-an-hour gross. Test 
box works about four hours nightly. 

Two more machines due in this 
week and probably will be spotted 
in situation opening at 10 a.m. to see 
how they stand up on all-day-and- 
nite grind. 

Initial experience here has con- 
vinced Addleston that cost of ma- 
chines will have to be kept down be- 
Cause of the upkeep necessary due 
to rapid depreciation of film, neces- 
sity for changing of subjects and 
mortality of tubes. Big money end 
of the biz he contends will be in the 
film production end. Looks for most 
of stuff to be shot 35 mm. and 
knocked off on 16 for distrib. 


Guaranteed Picts Sues 
To Restrain 10 Westerns 


Guaranteed Pictures, Inc., filed suit 
Thursday (24) in N. Y. federal court 
against Screen Attractions Corp. and 





Morris Kleinerman seeking an in- | 
Junction to restrain the defendant | 


from distributing 10 westerns in the 
N. Y. area. Plaintiff owns the>dis- 
puted pictures. 

It is claimed that the defendants 
acquired the films without permis- 
Sion of the plaintiffs, and are show- 
ing them at lower rentals than plain- 
tiff receives from its usual distribu- 
tion sources. The pictures are ‘Fero- 
Clous Pal,’ ‘Jaws of Justice,’ ‘Song 
of the Trail,’ ‘Phantom Patrol,’ ‘Val- 
ley of Terror,’ ‘Whistling Bullets,’ 
Wild Horse Road, ‘Wild Cat 
Trouper,’ ‘Galloping Dynamite’ and 
Fighting Texan,’ 


Roosevelt's Stance 
Loach’s H.0. West Also 


T. P. Loach, treasurer and business 
manager for Monogram, has switched 
his plans and will make his home on 
the Coast, only coming east on pe- 
riodical visits. He originally planned 
to make his headquarters in New 
York and commute to Hollywood. 

Eddie Golden, general sales man- 
ager, presently on the Coast, so far 
has kept his home in New York, but 
until be on the road most of the time. 











Mono’s Cal, Charter 
Sacramento, Oct. 29. 


Monogram Pictures, which recent- 
ly moved its home offices from New 
York to Hollywood, applied for a 
California charter. Originally incor- 
porated in Delaware, the company 
listed its capital stock at $1,000,000. 

Papers were also filed by Asso- 
ciated Productions, headed by Sally 
Eilers, Ralph F. Murphy and William 
M. Chapero. It listed stock at 100 
shares, no par value. 


SHOWMAN DEUTSCH IN 
SPOT ON ‘OBSCENE’ PIX 


Cleveland, Oct. 29. 

A county grand jury indictment 
against Richard D. Deutsch for 
possessing obscene motion pictures is 
bouncing the prez of Pioneer Film 
Exchange and sports promoter back 
into courtrooms again although he 
had been fined $100 and discharged 
after pleading guilty to the same 
charge in police court last week. 

Although he escaped a six month 
jail rap, after a municipal judge re- 








misdemeanor, Deutsch will have to 
fight it out once more in a higher 
court to dodge a one to five year pen 
stretch under the felony code. 


In-again-out-again case, a prece- 


as political circles into a state of 
hullabaloo with its far-reaching im- 
plications. Reported that Film Bldg. 
owners planned to cancel his ex- 
change’s lease but they deny it. 
Furore is also turning such unfavor- 
able publicity on promoter’s new 
sports arena, now being built, that 
syndicate backing it is in a dither. 

Friends of Deutsch and his attor- 
ney are charging that Prosecutor 
Frank T. Cullitan, who reopened the 
case, is using it as a publicity-catcher 
to further his campaign in coming 
elections. Capt. Michael Blackwell, 
| head of police anti-vice crusade, tes- 
| tified that he confiscated six reels of 
|obscene motion pictures in a raid on 
ithe Deutsch Printing Co. In defend- 
|ing his client, Louis Fernberg argued 
ithat the felony section of state code 
| dens not apply to motion pictures, 
contending that the misdemeanor 
section covers operation of a movie 
projector showing obscene pictures, 


$16,500 in Legal Fees 
Allowed in GN Washup 


Final allowances in the Grand Na- 
tional Pictures liquidation proceed- 
ings were handed down by Judge 
Murray Hulbert in N. Y. federal 
court Thurs. (24) approving a report 
and recommendations by referee 
Peter B. Olney, Jr. Allowances 
| made to over 30 applicants totaled 
| approximately $16,500, with about 
| $20,000 having been sought, 

Report of the referee disclosed 
that the trustee, Harry G. Fromherg, 
/now has on hand $72,401 and a 60% 
dividend to wage creditors will be 
‘paid of $9,000. These people will 
also receive $6,000 more on other 
claims, with tax claims taking an ad- 
ditional $30,000. 

Allowances of the larger variety 
were $2,100 to Fromberg, who had 
sought $2,500; $6,500 to Dannenberg 
| & Hazen, attorneys for Fromberg; 
and $1,250 to the same firm for serv- 
ices to the creditors’ committee. 
Radin & Goldstein, accountants, re- 
ceived $3,000 which is whdt they 
sought, and Saul E. Rogers, attorney 
ifor GN, under Chapter XT in reor- 
ganization, received $2,250 out of 
$5,000 requested. The referee had 
only allowed Rogers $1,250 but Judge 
Hulbert boosted the ante. Approxi- 
mately $1,500 was paid to 27 others 
whose claims ran from $5 to $500. 














duced the original felony charge to a} 


dent-setter, is throwing film as well | 


Zukor Tees Off Par 
Pep Club’s Talkfest 


With a view to acquainting all its 
home office employees with the op- 
eration of each department of the 
company in their relation to it and 
the picture industry, Paramount last 
night (Tues.) inaugurated a series of 
talks at headquarters in New York. 
They will be given each Tuesday 
evening from 6 to 7 p.m. and will 
be arranged under the auspices of 
the Paramount Pep Club, of which 
Arthur Israel, Jr., executive as- 
sistant to Barney Balaban, is pres- 
ident. 

Adolph Zukor, chairman of the 
board, teed off the talks last night 
(Tues.). 


United Detroit 
Circuit Under 
‘3 District Mors. 


Detroit, Oct. 29. 

Creation of three district man- 
agers to supervise the entire chain, 
brought on a series of manageria! 
changes in the United Detroit The- 
atres extensive group here. Under 
the change, Robert Corbin, who. had 
managed the Michigan, takes over 
the supervision of all UDT’s first 
run houses (Michigan, United Art- 
ists and Palms-State) and the Madi- 
son, all in the downtown district. 

Joseph Busic, recent manager of 
the Fisher, takes over that house 
and additional supervision of Rivi- 
era, Annex, Regent, Norwest and 
Varsity. The third district manager 
is Asher Shaw, who will have under 
his wing the Broadway Capitol, 
Vogue, Cinderella, Alger, Ramona, 
Rosedale and Birmingham, some in 
suburban Detroit. 

Falling in line wtih these changes 
was the appointment of Rufus Shep- 
herd, manager of the Vogue, to man- 
age the Fisher; Frank Upton, from 
the Riviera, to manage the Films 
State; Donald Dunne from manager 
| of the Ramona, to the Riviera; Rob- 
|ert Salters from the Annex to the 

Ramona; Cassius Smith from the 
| Norwest to manage the Annex; Sey- 
mour Gruber, assistant of the Ra- 
mona, to manager of the Norwest; 
Don Kuhn, who managed the Palms 
State, now will manage the Broad- 
way Capitol. 

Dow Thompson, manager of the 
United Artists who resigned to open 
a theatre of his own in California, 
will be succeeded by Frank Perry, 
manager of the Regent; Gil Green, 
manager of the Varsity, will now 
manage the Regent; Grand Hawkins, 
assistant manager of the United Art- 
ists, will take Green's place as man- 
ager of the Varsity, while Leo Ward, 
assistant manager Birmingham, will 
take Joe Bonino’s place as man- 
ager of the Rosedale. Bonino takes 
over the post as manager of the 
Alger, while James Easson, who 
managed the Alger, goes to the 
Vogue to fill the shoes of Rufus 
Shepherd as manager. 


OHIO ITO CONVENTION 
OPENS TODAY (WED.) 


Columbus, Oct. 29. 
Annual convention of the Ohio 
iITO opens tomorrow (30) 
|Deshler Wallick Hotel, speakers 
ifor initial session to be Abram F. 
'Myers, counsel for National Allied; 
| Sidney Samuelson, Philadelphia 
jmember of A.I.D. 
|Arthur W. Kelly, general sales 
manager for United Artists. In the 
levening a testimonial dinner will be 
| tendered Martin C. Smith, Toledo, 
|president of the ITO, and for the 
|past 20 years one of the most active 
lof independent exhibitors in the 
istate. Toastmaster will be Judge 
Arthur A. Day of the Ohio Supreme 
{Court. Universal is sending a print 
‘of ‘Seven Sinners’ for special show- 























‘ing to the convention following the | 


| banquet. 

| Secretary P. J. Wood’s Question & 
| Answer Forum, one of last year’s 
‘most popular features, will take the 
spotlight Thursday (31). Metro’s H. 
1M. Richey is scheduled to speak, 
|Thursday night the convention will 
'move to the Broad theatre as guests 


at the | 


committee, and | 


Rep. s Stringent Economy Reins 
May Be a Model for Other Studios 
On How to Control Prod. Budgets 





Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Eyes of major film company execs 
are momentarily trained on Repub- 
lic, which, apparently, has developed 
a system of insured profits on its 
product. The Herbert Yates eutfit 
in other words, nowadays knows ap- 
proximately what each picture will 
gross even before the cameras start 
turning. 

Plan was. originated = several 
months ago by Yates and has yet to 
register its first failure. It has 
James R. Grainger, Rep sales chief 
as its pivotal figure, and provides 
him with an important voice in all 
production confabs. 

Therein, however, lies the very 
stumbling block that might make the 
scheme unfeasible for the bigger 
setups, where jealousies between 


loom as bars for bringing the two 
factions together in the close work- 
ing harmony that link Rep’s lensing 
and selling forces. 

The whole thing, insofar as Rep is 
concerned, goes back to October, 
1939, when Yates came west for his 
first visit to studio following the 
outbreak of hostilities between Eng- 


BOSTON TO BE 23D 
- VARIETY CLUB LINK 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. 

John H. Harris, national head of 
Variety Clubs of America, has just 
received a charter application from 
Friars Club of Boston, six-year-old 
organization of showmen in Hub. 
|Group reorganizing as Variety Club 
| of Massachusetts and will make Tent 
No. 23 in the growing Variety Club 
chain. 

Understood there’ll also be appli- 
cations from Los Angeles, Chicago 
and possibly New York before con- 

















Stearn Heads Cleveland Variety 
Cleveland, Oct. 29. 

Retirement of Nat Lefton and elec- 
tion of Bert Stearn, division manager 
of United Artists here, as chief 
barker of Variety Club for 1940-41 
to take his office was highlight of a 
session Saturday (26) that brought 
out every voting man in the club. 

Lester Zucker coasted in easily to 
become first vice-prez.; Frank Drew 
second vice-prez; Frank Boyd sec- 
| retary and I. J. Schmertz treasurer. 
To the board of directors were ap- 
pointed Stearn, Boyd, Jerome Fried- 
lander, M. B. Horwitz, Drew, Dave 
Miller, Schmertz, John D. Kalafat, 
| Harry H. Goldstein, Zucker and P. E. 
| Essick. Installation of new officers 
taking place Jan. 1, 








Jackson Heads Columbus Tent 

Columbus, Oct. 29. 
Newly elected chief barker of the 
Columbus Variety Club (Tent No. 
2) is Virgil Jackson, president of the 
Central States theatre circuit. On 
Jan. 1 he will replace C. Harry 
Schreiber, city manager for RKO. 
Other officers for 1941 will include: 





president; Leo Yassenoff, F. & Y. 
| Theatre Division, second vice-presi- 
| dent; J. F. Luft, Grand, treasurer; 
iP. J. Wood, secretary, ITO of Ohio, 
| secretary. 


Directors will be: Russ Bovim, 
Loew’s Ohio theatre; Milt Staub, 
Gustav Hirsch Organization; Bill 


Cunningham, dramatic critic for the 
Citizen: Max Stearn, Southern Thea- 
|tre; Tom Jones, Club 37: George 
Anagnost, Greystone Skateland; Bill 
Pullin, sr., Linden theatre, the offi- 
cers and retiring chief barker. Jack- 
son and Schreiber will be delegates 
| to the national convention, Jones and 
{Cunningham alternates. 

| Pullin was again named national 
| canvasman., 


20th’s Realty Tax Beef 


20th Century-Fox Film Corp. has 
| filed a squawk with the N. Y. su- 
preme court against the N. Y. City 
Tax Commission, claiming it was 
| overassessed $210,000 on two pieces 
|of property in New York for 1940. 
One is the 20th-Fox office building 
at 444 West 56th street, while the 
|other is not identified other than by 








production and distribution divisions | 


Harold Eckert, dramatic critic for | 
the Ohio State Journal, first vice~ Rep’s huskier brothers, 


land and Germany. Rep’s British 
market, Yates knew, would mean 
little in the future in the way of ac- 
tual cash returns. Continental coun- 
tries, where Rep had been garnering 
small, yet helpful takes, had already 
been blacked out. There was no use 
in building false hopes, Yates ad- 
mitted, but rather the thing to do 
was to put Rep on a war-time basis. 


Sample the Public Taste 


His first move was to revamp the 
studio’s production schedule, which 
had been announced the previous 
May for the entire 1939-40 season. 
He called sectional meetings of his 
franchise-holders and exchange man- 
agers, obtained their views on what 
the public would go for and what it 
would spurn. Then he set his pro- 
duction slate for the next three 
months, leaving Rep free and ready 
to meet changing trends in customer 
tastes. 

His next step was to bring Grain- 
ger, who had been presiding over the 
distributor sessions, into the produc- 
tion council, which is now comprised 
of himself, Grainger and M. J. Siegel, 
Rep’s production chief. But there’s 
more to the Yates take-the-gamble- 
out-of-talker-making-idea than the 
staging of mere gabfests by this trio 
of production lords. Its actual oper- 
ation begins much farther down the 
ladder. 

Alfred Cohen, Rep’s story editor, 
buys the yarns or hires the writers 
to develop originals around ideas 
submitted by himself, Yates, Grain- 
ger, Siegel or by Rep’s individual 
producers. Material is then turned 
over to scenarists working under the 
supervision of Cohen and the pro- 
ducer to whom it is assigned. 


Pick It to Pieces 


When the script is completed it 1s 
sent to the three-man production 
council. Yates, Grainger and Siegel 
get together either in New York or 
on the Coast, and, to use their own 
words, ‘pick the screenplay to pieces” 
They decide on the strength of es- 
timates submitted by Grainger how 
much they can afford to spend for 
mounting, for a director and for 
players. Perhaps the vehicle was 
|designed for a low bracket budget, 
| but Grainger sees possibilities of exe 
panding the investment, through 
script changes and buildups, that 
will permit added outlay for the 
signing of name players for the top 
roles. Perhaps, after the production 
board hag threshed the matter out 
from all angles, a bit of rewriting 
will make the screen play worthy of 
a high-salaried director. It is not 
| unusual for the body to boost a script 
aimed at a $200,000 to $250,000 appro- 
| priation into a $500,000 feature. 

No production allotment, though, 
is set until after Grainger has as- 
sured Yates and Siegel that he can 
bring it back in rentals, plus a profit. 
Result is that all guesswork has been 
eliminated from Rep’s production 
activities. 

The Yates method is tough on per- 
sonal ambition, another angle that 
could easily serve to make difficult 
its inauguration in the plants of 
Often a Rep 
| producer has a pet story he’d like to 
|see made into a high budgeter. He 
| has tentatively penciled in the name 
of an outside director who would de- 
|mand considerable coin. He also 
has some notions on star personal- 
ities. But unless Yates, Grainger 
and Siegel decide that the vehicle is 
| worthy of the extra outlay, he is 
| forced to swallow his pride and 
| being in the picture at a much 
; Smaller cost than he had been fight- 
jing for. 

Dressing Down for Flareups 

Temperament is banned from the 
Rep lot. Decisions of the production 
council are final. Producers are 
aware that they may take ’em or 
leave ’em, and they usually do the 
former—and do it with a smile. 

Scope of the major companies’ in- 
terest in Rep’s forward march was 
|driven home to Hollywood two 
| weeks ago, when Paramount reached 
/out and signed Sol Siegel, brother 
|of Moe Siegel, and the Yates lot’s No, 
1 producer. He reports to Par within 
10 days. 
| Meanwhile, his unfinished chores 
'at Rep are being split up among pro- 
{ducers already on the payroll, 











‘of Loew's in viewing ‘The Dictator.’|a statement that the building con-|They’ve been trained to make pice 


|Opening date was moved up one 
| day so as to enable out-of-town ex- 
|hibitors to catch the Chaplin pro- 
| duction. 


| tains a loft. 
20th was assessed $1,145,000 for the 
buildings, while it claims their value 
| to be $935,000. 


|tures the Yates-Grainger-Moe Siegel 
| way, which means the burying of 
| individualism for the benefit of the 


| organization as a whole, 
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Cooper Inspired Par to Buy 
His Pal Hemingway's ‘Bell Tolls 


Chicago, Oct. 29. 

Gary Cooper's persuasive sales- 
manship on Y. Frank Freeman, 
Parmount v.p. in charge of produc- 
tion, is understood to have brought 
about the purchase by Par last week 
of Ernest Hemingway's novel, ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls.’ Cooper, who 
is available to do the picture for Par, 
will probably be started in the Hem- 
ingway story. 





part serial, for which several mag- 
}azines are now negotiating. It'll 
|probably go to the Satevepost or 
| Ladies Home Journal. Price hinges 
On magazine sale, although it was 
written primary with screen in 
| mind, 

Other Story Buys 
20th-Fox last week paid $25,000 for 
‘Replenish the Earth,’ a novel of 
|'Wall street, by Stephen Longstreet. 
{Title is only tentative, as book, to 
|be published by Random House, 
i}won’t be out until next spring. Fox 

Player and author are personal | pought it from the first draft. Ken- 
friends and, it is said here, talked neth MacGowan will produce. 

; raV’"c oi | Apparently to stifle rumors that 
ned ernay ign e — ye Op oak Nugent, former N. Y. Times 
Cooper in the part at Sun Valley, | sim crick, was leaving the Fox lot, 
where the writer is vacationing.! ji, was promptly announced that he 
Cooper came here from the resort to had been assigned to do the treat- 
attend the preem of ‘North West! ment and screenplay on ‘Replenish.’ 
Mounted Police’ and put the bug on/ Deal is in the making for the author 
Freeman during the fiesta. ;also to work on it. 

Freeman, it is understood, did | 20th-Fox purchased Vareen Bell’s 
some hurried telephoning, including |nOvel, ‘Swamp Water’. 2s 
a talk with Hemingway himself, and| Metro bought ‘The Vanishing Vir- 
ordered the book purchased after |Sinian,’ by Rebecca Yancey Williams. | 
groundwork for the deal had been| Columbia acquired ‘Pack Up Your | 
laid with Maurice Speiser, author’s | Troubles,’ by Carleton Brown and | 
attorney, by Par’s production and |Taylor Caven. 
story heads in New York. 











Total Price for Book | Wobber | 
Likely to Be $150,000 —— | 


itributor must give all competitive | 
|buyers the opportunity to bid for | 


‘each group. 
Need Sell in Group of Five 
‘We do not have to sell im groups 
of five but we cannot sell or offer | 
'to sell any group of more than five. 
‘I should think that in the interest 
of convenience and economy as 
}many pictures as possible would be 
screened at one time. Their group- 
ing, however, would be a matter for 
the distributor to decide. | 
‘I can’t tell at this time whether 
more pictures will be sold individu- 
ally. There are so many factors in- 
volved that I don’t think any posi- | 
tive opinion could be hazarded 
‘As to franchises, I understand that | 
|franchise agreements entered into | 
prior to June 6, 1940, will not be af- | 
fected by the decree.’ 
(Signed) Herman Wobber. | 
Agnew, Rodgers Away | 
Out-of-town recently, and also} 
pressed by important distribution 
matters, Neil F. Agnew, in charge of 
sales for Paramount, has not indi-| 
|cated his position or views but re- 
ported he has already determined on 
the distribution machinery and meth- | 
ods that will govern Par in the sell- | 
ing of film for 1941-42 under the con- 
sent decree, 











Continued from page 4... ] | 


Paramount last week paid the all- 
time record price for screen rights to 
a book in purchasing Ernest Hem- 
ingway’s ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 
Deal was for $100,000 cash, plus 10c. 
for each copy sold. There is no 
time limit within which the books 
must be disposed of, but there is a 
top figure of $150,000 set on what 
Par must pay. 

On the basis of book sales, Hem- 
ingway starts right off with approxi- 
mately $20,000 in addition to his 
$100,000 cash, inasmuch as about 200.- 
000 volumes have already been sold. 
Book-of-the-Month Club has taken 
about 150,000 while almost another 
50,000 have been sold over the coun- 
ter, virtually using up the original 
200,000 print order. Second edition 
is now on the presses. 

Informed sources in New York are 
certain that the 500,000 copies neces- | 

| 
| 


sary to bring Par’s purchase price 
to $150,000 will be sold. That’s de- | 
spite the fact that only one book in 
recent times has gone to a half-mil- 
lion copies, ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
‘Anthony Adverse’ soid 300,000. 
Only one other book has ever been 
purchased by films on a sliding-scale 
based on copies sold. That was ‘Es- 
cape,” by Ethel Vance, which Metro 
purchased last year. When the time 


came, however, to work out details Opinion of William F. Rodgers, | 
of the contract, it became so in-| general sales manager of Metro, 
volved that a flat price of $60,000 | awaits his return from the Coast. 

Was agreed upon and the sliding- Grad Sears, Warner distribution 


scale thrown out. 

Possibility that the same thing may 
happen on ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ 
is foreseen as no agreement has been 
reached on whose figures to be 
used for books sold. If they are the 
the wholesaler’s, then they don’t ac- 
curately reflect copies in the hands 
of the public, for books may sit on 
shelves of shops all over the coun- 


chieftain, says that ‘in spite of the 
excellent opportunity offered me, I 
do not care to stick my neck out.’ 
After the decree is signed, he adds, 
‘there will be plenty of time for | 
study and planning film distribution | 
undee the terms of the decree.’ 

RKO’s v. p. in charge of distribu- | 
tion, Ned E. Depinet, considers that | 
questions concerning the consent de- 


are 








try for years. On the other hand, cree ‘are premature at this time’ 
to get figures from thousands of book | and, for that reason, he wishes to 
stores is virtually impossible. withhold any comment at this time. 
RKO’s $110,000 for ‘Cimarron’ wa 
revious high for screen rights to a 
save Sacond tov was $10 tr r a 
orig _ nd top was! har gale i RK QO Shakeup 
Rave LO! Fannie Hursi’s Great 
Laughter,’ which it has never made. Continued from page 7 
Running up the ‘Tolls’ price, of 
course, was desire of virtually all | more essential screen fare. One of 
companies to buy it. Donald Friede | its res ults will be the diversion of | 
of Myron Selznick office was han- | more money into the program super- 
dling Coast end of transaction and | vised by Lee Marcus, executive pro- 
Maurice Speiser, Hemingway’s at-| ducer, whose output will be in- 


torney, the eastern angle. 

Gary Cooper in New York yester- | 
day (Tuesday) admitted his interest 
in working in the ‘Tolls’ filmization. 
He said he had read the book while 
at Sun Valley with Hemingway and 
is very much impressed with it. 
He also admitied his availability. | 
When he returns to the Coast from | 


creased to 14 features for the balance 
of the 1940-41 season, with heavier 
budgets. 

One of the beneficiaries of the | 
budget-upping ‘is ‘They Met In Ar- 
gentina,’ originally bracketed at! 
$250,000 and raised to $475,000. | 
Slated to start Nov. 18, it carries a | 
complete musical score by Rodgers | 


8 two- or three-week vacation in| and Hart, with Lou Brock producing. | 
the east, he said, there’s nothing; Currently the studio has five fea- | 
definite on his slate, although he | tures in work, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith,’ | 
may go into ‘Sergeant York’ at | ‘Kitty Foyle,” ‘Three Girls and a| 
Warners. Cooper declared his ap-| Gob,’ ‘Debutantes, Inc.’ and added | 
pearance in Hemingway's earlier! scenes on ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
story, ‘Farewell to Arms,’ had| Towne and Baker have completed | 


worked out so pleasantly he’d look three features for KRO. Hawks, who | 


| camera, Victor Milner. 


| Goddard, 
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flake, Russell Coller, Fred Seatley, Jack Kenny, Fay 
Helm, A. S. ‘Pop’ Byron, Herbert Vigron. 

TEXAS RANGERS RIDE AGAIN, formerly TEXAS, 
formerly TEXAS RANGERS RIDE AGAIN, western 
drama; GMO production; director, James Hogan; script, 
William R. Lippman and Horace McCoy; camera, 
Archie Stout. Cast: John Howard, Ellen Drew, May 
Robson, Broderick Crawford, John Miljan, Charley 
Grapewin, Anthony Quinn. 

A NIGHT AT EARL CARROLL'S, musical; GMO 
production; asso. producer, Earl Carroll; director, 
Kurt Neumann; orig. screen play, Lynn Starling; cam- 
era, Leo Tover. Cast: Ken Murray, Rose Hobart, 
Blanche Stewart, Elvia Allman, Earl Carroll, J. Carroll 
Naish, Russell Hicks, William Davidson, Forbes Murray, 
Ralph Emerson, Allen Cavan, George McKay, Lillian 
Cornell, Jack Norton, Truman Bradley, Beryl Wallace, 
Ruth Rogers, Betty McLaughlin, John Laird, Sam Ash, 
Kay Sutton, Mary Lou Cook, Florine McKinney, Wanda 
McKay, Jean Phillips, Lela Moore, Emory Parnell, Ray 
Walker, Billy Gilbert, Vera Lewis. 

A DATE WITH DESTINY, formerly DESTINY, 
drama; producer, George Arthur; director, Tim 
Whelan; screen play, Howard J. Green; camera, Ted 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Basil Rathbone, John Howard, Martin 
Kosleck, Ellen Drew, Barbara Jo Allen, Ralph Morgan, 
Kitty Kelly, Hugh Sothern, Howard Mitchell, Charles 
McAvoy, Billy Benedict, Henry Victor, Douglas Ken- 
nedy, Frances Raymond, Harry Hayden, Harry Bailey, 
John Laird, James Seay, Ben Taggart, Ned Norton, 
Max Wagner, Edward Earle, Hugh O’Connell, Jean 
Phillips, Kay Stewart, Wanda McKay, Betty McLaugh- 


| lin, George Chandler, Norma Varden, Jacques Vanaire, 


Laura Treadwell, William J. Kline, Larry McGrath, 
Billy Wayne, Johnnie Morris, George Walcott, Paul 
Kruger, Phillip Morris, Eddie Dunn, Dorothy Dayton. 
THREE MEN FROM TEXAS, western; producer, 
Harry Sherman; director Lesley Selander; screen play, 
Norton S. Parker; based on characters created by 
Clarence E. Mulford; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: 
Bill Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy Clyde, Esther Estrella, 
Thornton Edwards, Morris Ankrum, Dick Curtis, George 
Lollier, Glenn Strange, Neyl Marx, Lucio Villegas, 
Davison Clark, Morgan Wallace. : 
VICTORY, drama; producer, Anthony Veiller; direc- 
tor, John Cromwell: script, John L. Balderston; based 
on novel by Joseph Conrad; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: 
Fredric March, Betty Field, Jerome Cowan, Margaret 


| Wycherly, Sig Rumann, Fritz Feld, Rafaela Ottiano, 
|Lionel Royce, William Stack, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 


Tommy Lee, Luke Chan, George Rosenor, Chester Gan, 
Jack Winn, Gus Reed, Alan Ladd, Sam Ash, Major 
McBride. 

THE NEW YORKERS, comedy-drama; prod., Paul 
Jones; dir., Preston Sturges; script, Preston Sturges; 
Cast: William Powell, Ellen 
Drey, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Alex- 
ander Carr, Ernest Truex, Franklin Pangborn. 

THERE’S MAGIC IN MUSIC, musical drama; 
dir.. Andrew Stone; no writing credits; camera, e0- 
dor Sparkuhl. Cast: Allan Jones, Susanna Foster, 
Grace Bradley, Irra Patina, Richard Bonelli, Margaret 
Lindsay, Tandy Mackenzie, Lynne Overman, Fay 


rod.- 


| Helm, Hermo Haitto, Kaye Connor, William Chapman, 
| Dolly Loehr, Patricia Trevers, Baby Maxy Ruth, Astrid 


Allwyn, Rosella Towne, Hobart Cavanaugh, Ruth 
Rogers, Esther Dale, Bert Roach, Emmett Vogan, 
Charles Bimbo, Sid D’Albrook, Russ Coller, Jane 
| Keckley. 


SECOND CHORUS, musical; Borris Morros-Robert 
Stillman production; dir., Henry C. Potter; orig. story, 
Fraitk Cavett; screen play, Elaine Ryan, Frank Cavett; 
camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Fred Astaire, Paulette 
Artie Shaw and ork; Burgess Meredith, 
Charles Butterworth, Frank Melton. 

VIRGINIA, drama, in Technicolor; prod.-dir., Edwara 
H. Griffith; orig. story, Eaward H. Griffith; screenplay, 
Virginia Upp; camera, Bert Glermon; Technicolor cam- 
era. William V. Skall. Cast:"Madeleine Carroll, Fred 
MacMurray, Stirling Hayden, Paul Hurst, Tom Ruth- 
erford, Marie Wilson, Carolyn Lee, Louise Beavers, 
Leigh Whipper, Darby Jones. 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR, comedy; prod.-dir.. Mark 


Sandrich: no writing credits; camera, Ted Tetzlaff. 
Cast: Jack Benny, Fred Allen, Mary Martin, Eddie 


(Rochester) Anderson, Vera Teasdale, Theresa Harris, 
The Merry Macs, Richard Denning, Russell Hicks, 

THE ROUND UP, western; prod., Harry Sherman; 
dir., Leslie Felander; screen play, Harold Shumate, 
based on story by Edmund Day; camera, Russell Har- 
lan. Cast: Richard Dix, Preston Foster, Patricia Mor- 
rison, Ruth Donnelly, Don Wilson, Douglas Dumbrille, 
Jerome Cowan, Betty Brewer, Dick Curtis. 

D. O. A. (tentative title), melodrama; asso. prod., 
Jack Moss; dir., Stuart Heisler; orig. screen play, Stuart 
Anthony; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Ellen Drew, 
Rod Cameron, Phil Terry, Onslow Stevens, Paul Lukas, 
Frank Thomas, Sr., Minor Watson, Joseph Calleia, 
Robert Paige, George, F. Meader, Marc Lawrence, Wil- 
lard Robertson, Gerald Mohr, George Zucco, Matty 


Fain, Tom Dugan, Corbett Morris, Cliff Edwards, Knox 
Manning, Sammy Blum. 
DOOMED CARAVAN, western; asso. prod., Harry 


Sherman; dir., Leslie Selander; screenplay, Johnston 
McCulley and J. Benton Cheney: camera, Russell Har- 
Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy Clyde, 
Minna Gombell, Morris Ankrum, Georgia Hawkins, 
Trevor Bardette, Pat O’Brien, Ray Bennett, Jose 
Portosa, Martin Garralaga. 


le 
jan. 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


I WANTED WINGS, melodrama; asso prod., Arthur 
Hornblow; dir., Ted Reed; orig., Lieut. Beirne Lay, Jr.; 


screenplay, Lieut. Com. Frank Wead; camera, Leo 
Tover. Cast: Ray Milland, William Holden, Wayne 
Morris, Brian Donlevy, Veronica Lake, Constance 


Moore, Phil Brown, Harry Davenport, Richard Webb, 
Herbert Rawlinson, Hedda Hopper, Richard Lane, 
Charles D. Brown, Jack Chapin, Charles Drake, Alan 
Hale, Jr., Renny McEvoy, Harlan Warde. 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS, drama; in Technicolor; 
asso. prod., Jack Moss; dir., Henry Hathaway; orig. 
Harold Bell Wright; screen play, Stuart Anthony; 
camera, Charlies Lang, Duke Green. Cast: John 
Wayne, Betty Field, Harry Carey, James Barton, John 
Qualen, Billy Gilbert, Ward Bond, Beulah Bondi, Mar- 
jorie Main, Samuel S. Hinds, Tom Fadden, Dorothy 
Adams, John Harmon, Carl Knowles. 

REACHING FOR THE SUN, drama; asso. prod: and 
dir., William W. Wellman; no writing credits: cam- 
era, William Mellor, Cast: Joel McCrea, Ellen Drew, 
Eddie Bracken, Albert Dekker, Billy Gilbert. 

YOU’RE THE ONE, comedy; asso. prod., Gene Mar- 





wee Bretherton; no writing credits; camera, Russel] 
arlan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy 
Clyde, Dana Dale, 

E LADY EVE, drama; asso. prod., Paul Jones: dir 
Preston Sturges; no writing credits; camera, Victor 
Milner. Cast: Henry Fonda, Barbara Stanwyck, Charles 
Coburn, Eugene Pallette, William Demarest, Eric Blore 
Janet Beecher, Luis Alberni, Robert Creig. Martha 





O'Driscoll. 
RKO-Radio 
Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToRBe 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Studios ....... 37 15 5 6 24 
Westerns ...... 6 2 0 2 4 
The Play’s the 
re 0 0 0 4 
Harold Lloyd., 1 0 1 0 0 
Stephens-Lang.. 3 1 0 1 1 
Walt Disney... 1 0 0 0 1 
Totals nee ae 18 6 9 34 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

WILDCAT BUS, meller; asso. pro., Cliff Reid: dir, 
Frank Woodruff; script, Lou Lusty; camera, Jack Me- 
Kenzie. Cast: Fay Wray, Charles Lang, Paul Guilfoyle. 

YM STILL ALIVE, comedy, asso. prod., Frederic 
Ullman, Jr.; dir., Irving Reis; original story and screen 
play, Edmund North; camera, J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Kent 
Taylor, Linda Hayes, Howard da Silva, Ralph Morgan, 
Alec Craig, Don Dillaway, Edith Wilson. 

THE FARGO KID, western; asso. prod., Bert Gilroy; 
dir.,. Edward Killy; screen play, Morton Grant, Arthur 
V. Jones; camera, Harry Wild. Ca&t: Tim Holt, Ernest 
Lynn, Jane Drummond, Cyrus W. Kenball, Ernie 
Adams, Paul Scardon, Glenn Strange, Mary McLaren, 
Paul Fix, Dick Hogan. 


LITTLE MEN, drama; prods., Gene Towne and Gra- 
ham Baker; dir., Norman McLeod; story and screen 
play, Gene Towne and Braham Baker; camera. Nick 
Musuraca. Cast: Kay Francis, Jack Oakie, George 
Bancroft, Jimmy Lydon, Ann Gillis, Charles Esmond, 
Richard Nichols. F 

LY’L ABNER, comedy; prod., Lew Ostrow; dir., Al- 
bert S. Rogell; from comic strip by Al Catt; screen 
play, Charles Kerr, Tyler Johnson; camera, Harry 
Jackson. Cast: Granville Owen, Mona Ray, Johnny 
Morris, Al St. John, Eddie Borden, Reini Riano, Wal- 
lace Reid. 

REMEDY FOR RICHES, comedy drama: asso. prod., 
William Stephens; dir., Erle C. Kenton: orig., Lee Loeb. 
Cast: Jean Hersholt, Dorothy Lovett, Edgar Kennedy, 
Billy Gilbert, Reine Riano, Barry McCollum, Maude 
Eburn. 

NO, NO, NANETTE, musical; asso. prod. and dir., 
Herbert Wilcox; adaptation, Ken Englund; camera, 
Russell Metty. Cast: Anna Neagle, Richard Carlson, 
Victor Mature, Roland Young, Helen Broderick, ZaSu 
Pitts, Eve Anderson, Tamara. 

YOU’LL FIND OUT, musical comery; prod.-dir., 
David Butler; orig. screenplay, David Butler, James V. 
Kern; camera, Frank Redmond. Cast: Kay Kyser ork, 
Boris Karloff, Peter Lorre, Dennis O’Keefe, Bela Lu- 
gosi, Helen Parrish, Alma Kruger. 

LET’S MAKE MUSIC, formerly LET’S FIND A 
SONG, formerly MALVINA SWINGS IT, musical; 
asso. prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Les Goodwins; 
screenplay, Nat West; camera, Jack McKenzie. Cast: 
Bob Crosby, Jean Rogers, Elisabeth Risdon, Joseph 


Buloff, Joyce Compton, Benny Bartlett, Louis Jean 
Heydt, Frank Orth, Grant Withers. 
RKO Pix Now in Production 
CITIZEN KANE, drama; prod., dir., story, Orson 
Welles; camera, Gregg Toland. Cast: Orson Welles, 
Dorothy Comingore, Ruth Warrick, Joseph Cotten, 


Everett Sloane, Richard Baer. 

KITTY FOYLE, drama; asso. prod., David Hempstead; 
dir. Sam Wood; novel by Christopher Morley; adapta- 
tion, Donald Ogden Stewart and Dalton Trumbo: cam- 
era, Edward DeGraffe. Cast: Ginger Regers, Dennis 
a Ernest, Cossart, Gladys Cooper, Edouard Cian- 
neiil. 

MR. AND MRS. SMITH, comedy: exec. prod., Harry 
Edington; dir., Alfred Hitchcock; screen play, Norman 
Krasna Cast: Carole Lombard, Robert Montgomery, 
Gene Raymond, Adele Pearce, William Tracy, Charles 
Halton, Esther Daie. 

PLAY GIRL, formerly DEBUTANTE. INC., rom. 
drama; prod., Cliff Reid; dir., Frank Woodruff: 
screen play, Jerry Cady; camera, Nick Musuraca. Cast: 
Kay Francis, James Ellison, Mildred Coles, Nigel Bruce, 
Margaret Hamilton, George P. Huntley. Katherine 
Alexander, Charles Quigley, Georgia Carroll. 

THREE GIRLS AND A GOB, comedy; Harold Lloyd, 
prod.; dir., Richard Wallace; adaptation, Grover Jones; 
camera, Merritt Gersted. Cast: George Murphy, Lucille 


asso. 


Ball, Edmond O’Brien, George Cleveland, Kathleen 
Howard. 
THE SAINT AT PALM SPRINGS, formerly THE 


SAINT’S VACATION, drama: asso. prod., Howard 
Benedict; dir., Jack Hively; screenplay, Leslie Char- 
teris. Cast: George Sanders, Wendie Barrie, Paul 
Guilfoyle, Jonathan Hale, Arthur Loft, Frank O’Connor, 
Linda Hayes. 


Republic 


Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Features ....... 26 27 1 6 18 
Westerns ...... 32 9 0 7 16 
BOVE ncscccca & 1 1 1 1 
Totals ...... 62 17 2 14 35 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

TULSA KID, western; producer-director, George 
Sherman; no writing credits; camera, John MacBornie. 
Cast: Don ‘Red’ Barry, Luana Walters, Noah Beery, 
David Durand. 

KING OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED, serial: asso. 
prod., H. S. Brown, Jr.: co-dirs., Jack English, Wm. 
Witney; no writing credits; camera, Wm. Nobles. Cast: 
Allan Lane, Herbert Rawlinson, Bob Kellard, Lita Con- 
way, Robert Strange, Bryant Washburn, Harry Cording. 

YOUNG BILL HICKOK, western; asso. prod. and 
dir., Joseph Kane; orig. screen play, Norton E. Parker; 
camera, Bill Nobles. Cast: Roy Rogers, George Hayes, 
Jacqueline Wells, Sally Payne, John Miljan, Hal Talia- 


forward to being in ‘Tolls.’ | has a partnership deal with Colman, | Key; dir., Ralph Murphy; no writing credits; camera, 
Robert Sherwood is reported being | is slated to move to 20th-Fox. Lloyd | Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Orin Tucker, Bonnie Baker, Albert 
sought for screen adaptation. has no immediate deals for the fu- | Dekker, Edward Everett Horton, Lillian Cornell, Renie 
_ Another purchase, although of con-| ture but plans to continue making | oe eer ee Teddy Hart, Marie Blake, June 
siderably lesser scale, by Par last| pictures. Piazza is likely to form a ieee Eddie p an gf Rete nang Smith, Sammy 
week was Katharine Brush’s story,| production unit of his own with} ~ IN OLD COLORADO. formecty MULE ETS AND 
"You Go Your Way.’ It’s a three-| RKO as a distribution outlet. | BANDITS, western; Harry Sherman production; dir., 


fero, Archie Twitchell, Jack Ingram, Monte Blue, Monte 
Montague, Fred Burns. 

HIT PARADE, musical; asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
dir. John H. Auer; orig. screen play, Bradford Ropes, 
F. Hugh Herbert, Maurice Leo: camera, Jack Marta. 
Cast: Frances Langford, Kenny Baker, Mary Boland, 


(Continued on page 22) 
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THEY WON THE SERIES! 
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MORE EXCITING FOR THE BOX- 
OFFICE THAN ANY PICTURE THIS 
GREAT STAR EVER MADE! 
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Hugh Herbert, Ann Miller, Patsy Kelly, Borah Mine- 
vitch, Jan Garber ork. 

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS, comedy; asso. prod., Ar- 
mand Schaefer; dir., Nick Grinde; screen play, Dorrel 
and Stuart McGowan; camera, Ernie Miller. Cast: 
Weaver Bros. and Elviry, John Hartley, Lois Ranson, 
Spencer Charters. 

WHO KILLED AUNT MAGGIE?, melodrama; asso. 
prod., Albert Cohen; dir., Arthur Lubin; orig by Me- 
dora Field; screen play, Stuart Palmer; camera, Reggie 
Lanning. Cast: John Hubbard. Wendy Barrie, Edgar 
Kennedy, Elizabeth Paterson, Walter Abel, Willie Best, 
Tom Dugan. 

TRAIL BLAZERS, western: asso. prod., Harry Grey; 
dir., George Sherman; no writing credits; camera, Bill 
Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston, Bob Steele, Rude Davis, 
Pauline Moore, Weldon Heyburn, Carroll Nye. 

MELODY RANCH, western: asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
dir., Joseph Santley; no writing credits; camera, Joe 
August. Cast: Gene Autry, Jimmy Durante, Ann Mill- 
er, George Hayes, Mary Lee. 

MEET THE MISSUS, comedy; asso prod., Robert 
North; dir., Malcolm St. Clair; camera Efnie Miller. 
Cast: Roscoe Karns, Ruth Donnelly, Polly Moran, Lois 
Ranson, Dorothy Ann Seese, Spencer Charters, Alan 
Ladd, George Ernest. 

TEXAS TERRORS, formerly TWO-GUN SHERIFF, 
western; asso. prod. and dir., George Sherman; orig. 
screenplay, Doris Schroeder and Anthony Coldewey; 
camera, John MacBurnie. Cast: John ‘Red’ Barry, 
Julie Duncan, Arthur Loft. Al St. John, Eddie Waller, 
William Rhul, Ann Pennington, Fanny McKim, Reed 
Howes, Robert Fiske, Fred (Snowflake) Toomes. 

BORDER LEGION, formerly IN OLD CHEYENNE, 
western; asso, prod. and dir., Joseph Kane; no writing 
credits; camera, Jack Marta. Cast: Roy Rogers, George 
Hayes, Carol Hughes, Maude Edburne, Joe Sawyer, 
Jay Nevello, Hal Taliafero. 

BARNYARD FOLLIES, rural comedy; asso. prod., 
Armand Schaefer; dir., Frank McDonald; orig. screen- 
play, Dorrell and Stuart McGowan: camera, Ernie 
Miller. Cast: Mary Lee, Pappy Chesire, June Storey, 
John Archer, Rufe Davis, The Kidoodlers, Isabelle 
Randolph (Mrs. Uppington), Caroline DeZurik and 
Mary Jane DeZurick (The Cackle Sisters), Dorothy 
Harrison, Joan Woodbury, Jim Jeffries. 

Republic Pix Now in Production 

MYSTERIOUS DR. SATAN, serial; asso. prod., H. 
S. Brown, Jr.; dirs., William Witney and Jack Eng- 
lish; no writing credits; camera, Wm. Nobles. Cast: 
Robert Wilvoz, William Neweil, Dorothy Herbert, Ella 
Neal, Walter McGrain, Paul Marion. 

A FLAGPOLE NEEDS A FLAG, drama: asso. prod., 
Robert Nirth; dir., Joseph Santley: orig. by Dore 
Schary and Allen Rivkin; screenplay, Isabel Dawn and 
Boyce DeGaw; camera, Jack Marta. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, 
Doris Davenport, Frank Albertson, Robert Armstrong, 
Paul Harvey, Charles Halton. 


20th Century-Fox 


Prom- Com- Sheot- Now ToBe 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
UGNEE 6 ccccsue 52 24 1 10 28 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

FOR BEAUTY’S SAKE, comedy-drama; prod., Lucien 
Hubbard; dir., Shepard Traube; screen play, Wanda 
Tuchok, Ethel Hill, Walter Bullock; camera, Charles 
Clarke. Cast: Ted North, Marjorie Weaver, Richard 
Lane, Lenita Lane, Ned Sparks, Joan Davis, Pierre 
Watkin 

CHARTER PILOT, comedy-drama: ex. prod., Sol 
Wurtzel; dir... Eugene Forde; screen play, Stanley Rauh, 
Lester Ziffren; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Lynn 
Bari, Lloyd Nolan, Arlene Whelan, George Montgom- 
ery, Hobart Cavanaugh. 

YOUTH WILL BE SERVED, comedy with music; 
asso, prod., Lucient Hubbard: dir., Otto Brower; screen 
play, Wanda Tuchook: camera, Edward Cronjager. 
Cast: Jane Withers, Robert Conway, Jane Darwell, 
Elyse Knox, Lillian Porter, Joyce Bryant. 

MURDER OVER NEW YORK, formerly CHARLEY 
CHAN IN NEW YORK, meller; ex. prod., Sol Wurtzel; 
dir., Harry Lachmann; no writing credits; camera, Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler, Marjorie Weaver, Sen 
Yung, Joan Valerie, John Sutton, Donald MacBride. 

JENNIE, comedy drama; prod., Sol Wurtzel; dir., 
David Burton; no writing credits: camera, Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Virginia Gilmore, Dorris Bowdon, George Mont- 
gomery, Rand Brooks, Joan Valerie, William Henry. 

THE MARK OF ZORRO, formerly THE CALIFOR- 
NIAN, drama; asso. prod., Raymond Griffith; dir., 
Rouben Mamoulien; based on story by Johnson Mc- 


Culley; screenplay, John Tainter Foote; adaptation, 
Garrett Fort; camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Linda Darnell, Basil Rathbone, Gale Sonder- 


gaard, Eugene Pallette, J. Edward Bromberg, Monta- 
gue Love, Janet Beecher. 

HUDSON’S BAY, drama: asso. prod., Kenneth Mac- 
gowan; dir., Irving Pichel: orig. by Lamar Troth; cam- 
era, Peverell Marley. Cast: Paul Muni, Gene Tierney, 
John Sutton, Virginia Field, Nigel Bruce, Vincent Price, 
Laird Cregar, Chief Thundercloud. 

CHAD HANNA, drama: in Technicolor; asso. prod., 
Nunnally Johnson; dir., Henry Kind; screenplay, Nun- 
nally Johnson, story by Walter D. Edmunds; camera, 
Ernest Palmer, Ray Rennahan. Cast: Henry Fonda, 
Linda Darnell, Mary Beth Hughes, John Carradine, 
Guy Kibbee, Jane Darwell, Eddie Collins, Ted North, 
Olin Howland. 

ROMANCE OF THE RIO GRANDE, western: asso. 
prod., Sol Wurtzel; dir., Herbert I. Leeds; no writing 
credits; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: Cesar Romero, 
Ricardo Cortez, Patricia Morison, Chris-Pan Martin, 
Lynne Roberts, Pedro de Cordoba, Aldrich Bowker, 
Joseph MacDonald, Raphael Bennett, Inez Palange. 

GOLDEN HOOFS, drama; asso. prod., R. Dietrich and 
Walter Morosco; dir., Lynn Shores; camera, Lucien An- 
driot. Cast: Jane Withers, Charles Rogers, Katharine 
Aldridge, Robert Conway, Robert Shaw. Cliff Clark, 


. Edward McWade, Philip Hurlich. Buddy Pepper. 


CORNCOB KELLY’S BENEFIT, comedy; asso. prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir.. Norman Foster; camera, Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Marvin Stephens, Rita Quigley, Eugene 
Pallette, Richard Lane, Dorothy Peterson, Charles D. 
Brown. Frank Burke, Lee Murray. 

MICHAEL SHAYNE, PRIVATE DETECTIVE, for- 
merly PRIVATE PRACTICE OF MICHAEL SHAYNE, 
drama; exc. prod., Sol Wurtzel; dir.. Eugene Forde: 
screenplay, Stanley Rauh and Manning O’Connor: 
based on novel hy Bret Halliday; camera, George 
Schneiderman. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Morjorie Weaver, 
Donald McBride, Elizabeth Patterson, Walter Abel, 
Bouglas Dumbrille. 

TIN PAN ALLEY, musical; asso. prod., Kenneth Mac- 
Gowan; dir., Walter Lang; screenplay, Robert Ellis and 


| Helen Logan; based on story by Pamela Harris; camera, 
Leon Shamroy. Cast: Alice Faye, Betty Grable, Jack 
Oakie, John Payne, Allen Jenkins, Ben Carter, 

| 20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 

ZANE GREY’S WESTERN UNION, drama, in Tech- 
nicolor; asso. prod., Harry Joe Brown; dir., Fritz Lang; 
no writing credits; camera, Edward Cronjager and 
Allen Dabey. Cast: Robert Young, Randolph Scott, 
Dean Jagger, Virginia Gilmore, John Carradine, Laird 
Cregar, Slim Summerville. 


United Artists 


Prom- Com- Shoot- Now To Be 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Goldwyn ..... 1 1 0 0 0 
Selznick ion a 0 0 (') 2 
Wanger ....... 4 2 0 0 2 
Chaplin ...ccoe 3 1 0 0 6 
0 ee 0 t') 0 5 
ON Sree . a tt] 0 Ci) 3 
Edw. Small.... 1 1 0 0 0 
Lesser-Lubitsch 2 0 0 & 2 
Loew-Lewin .. 2 6 1 0 1 
Bronson ..... _ = 0 6 0 3 
R. Rewland.... 1 @. 1 0 0 
er s © 6 0 Qo 1 
Wetahe ..ccce 26 5 2 0 19 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE LONG VOYAGE HOME, sea drama; producer, 
the Argosy Corp. (Walter Wanger-John Ford); director, 
John Ford: screen play, Dudley Nichols suggested by 
four one-act plays by Eugene O'Neill; camera, Gregg 
Toland. Cast: John Wayne, Thomas Mitchell, Ian 
Hunter, Barry Fitzgerald, John Qualen, Arthur Shields, 
Joseph Sawyer, Ward Bond, Wilfrid Lawson, J. M. 
Kerrigan, Jack Pennick, Harry Tenbrook, Rafialo Ot- 
tiano, Constantine Romanoff, Carmen Morales. 

THE SON OF MONTE CRISTO, costume drama; 
prod., Edward Small; dir., Rowland V. Lee; script, 
George Bruce, from Alexandre Dumas novel; camera, 
Guy Robinson; music by Edward Ward. Cast: Louis 
Hayward, Joan Bennett, George Sanders, Florence 
Bates! 

UA Pictures in Production 

FLOTSAM, drama (Loew-Lewin) dir., John Crom- 
well; screenplay, Talbot Jennings; camera, William 
Daniels. Cast: Frederic March, Margaret Sullavan, 
Frances Dee, Glenn Ford, Anna Sten, Erich Von Stro- 


heim. 

CHEERS FOR MISS BISHOP, drama; Richard Row- 
land, pro.; dir., Tay Garnett: no writing credits; camera, 
Hal Hohr. Cast: Martha Scott, William Gargan, Ed- 
mund Gwenn. Sterling Holloway, Donald 
Mary Anderson, Marsha Hunt, Sidney Blackmer. 





Universal 


Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Peatare’ ... ss 40 13 3 6 19 

Arlen-Devine 

Actions ..... 17 2 0 2 3 
Westerns ...... 7 4 0 2 1 
Serials se aeuse 2 1 2 1 
Frank Lloyd... 3 e 0 0 3 
, er 61 21 4 12 27 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

WINNERS OF THE WEST (1940-41 serial); producer, 
Henry MacRae; directors, Ford Beebe, Ray Taylor; 
original screen play, Charles R. Condon, George 7. 
Plympton, and Basil Dickey; camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: 
Dick Foran, Anne Nagel, James Craig, Tom Fadden, 
William Desmond, Harry Woods, Ed Keane, Charies 
Stevens, Charles Morrison, Edgar Edwards, Edmund 
Cobb, Roy Barcroft, Bill Hunter, Slim Whitaker, Rob- 


Jim Farley, Vyola Vonn. 
MARGIE, comedy with songs; asso. prod., Joseph G. 


Sanford; co-directors, Otis Garrett and Paul Ge rard 
Smith; original and script, Scott Darling and Erna 


Lazarus: camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Tom Brown, 
Nan Grey, Joy Hodges, Mischa Auer, Edgar Kennedy, 
Allen Jenkins, Eddie Quillan, Richard Lane. 

JUNIOR G-MEN (1940-41 serial); asso. prod., Henry 
MacRae: co-dirs., Ford Beebe and John Rawlins; orig. 
screen play, George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey and 
Rex Taylor; camera, Jerome Ash. _ Cast: Billy Halop, 
Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, Bernard Punsley. 

LAW AND ORDER, formerly MAN FROM 
CHEYENNE, western; dir., Ray Taylor; screen play, 
Sherman Lowe: camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell ODay. 

DANGER ISLAND, formerly ISLE OF MISSING 
MEN, formerly SOUTH OF SAMATRA, formerly THE 
DEVIL’S PIPELINE, comedy; asso. prod., Ben Pivar; 
| dir., Christy Cabanne; orig. screen play, Paul Huston; 
camera, John Boyle. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy De- 
vine, Jeanne Kelly, James Flavin, Francis McDonald, 
John Eldredge, Eddy Waller, Dick Botiller, John Rog- 
ers, Jay Novello, Mala, Harry Fleischman, Nestor 
| Paiva. 

THE PONY POST, western; asso. prod., Joseph G. 








| Sam Robins; camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny 
| Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell O’Day, Dorothy Short, 
Kermit Maynard, Tom Stanley Blystone, 
Ray Teal, Eddie Cobb, Lane Chandler, Jack Rockwell. 

GREEN HORNET STRIKES AGAIN, serial: asso. 
prod., Henry MacRae; dirs., Ford Beebe and John Raw- 
lins; screen play, George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey, 
Sherman Lowe; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: Warren 
Hull, Anne Nagel, Wade Boteler, Keye Luke, James 
Seay, Harry Fleischman, Robert Blair, Fred Cliff, Ken- 
neth Rhoades, 

FIREMAN SAVE MY CHILD, comedy; asso. prod., 
Burt Kelly; dirs., Otis Garrett, Paul Gerard Smith; 
screen play, Jane Storm, Sy Bartlett; camera, Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Baby Sandy, Stuart Erwin, Una Merkel, 
Edgar Kennedy, William Frawley. 

GIVE US WINGS, melodrama; asso. prod., Ken Gold- 
smith; dir., Charles Lamont; orig. story, Elliott Gib- 
bons; screen play, Arthur T. Horman: camera, John 
Boyle. Cast: Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Bernard Punsly, 
Gabriel Dell, Bobby Jordon, Wallace Ford, Anne 
Gwynne, Milburn Stone, Shemp Howard. 

BOSS OF BULLION CITY, formerly TRAIL TO 
PARADISE VALLEY, formerly PARADISE VALLEY, 
western; asso. prod., Joseph G. Sanford; dir., Ray Tay- 
lor; orig. screen play, Arthur St. Claire, Victor McLeod: 
camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Fuzzy Knight, Nell O’Day, Maria Montez, Harry Wood, 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Douglas, | (750; 


ert Long, Grace Cunard, Ed Cassidy, Trevor Bardette, | 


Sanford; dir., Ray Taylor; orig. story and screen play, | 





SPG Petition 
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NLRB presented claims of the SPG 














$80,000 ALL-CHINESE 
400-SEATER IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Oct. 29. 








‘concerning an appropriate unit for 
negotiation, with a majority of home 





NLRB is whether these 


' 
by the 
Paramount has | 


claims are correct. 
| 


in the SPG, it is reported. Another | 


this will be one for the NLRB or not, 
is whether members of art depart- 
ments should be qualified as mem- | 


aren't. 

Union has set up a list of persons | 
in publicity-advertising-art depart- | 
ments that are not eligible to its 
membership and has informed all 
film companies in this connection. | 
These are those who have the right | 
to fire -or hire; clerical workers, | 
office workers, office boys, etc., at- 
tached to publicity departments; all | 
field and theatre publicity men. 

Eligibles are publicity writers, ad- | 
vertising copy writers, press book 
writers, editors and artists, contact | 
men, placers of stills ‘and publicity | 
material, exploitation men, produc- | 
tion men and artists who participate | 
in the production or creation of the 
above work, 


Plenty Folks, But No Coin 
In Lincoln; ‘Girls’, $3,000 


Linceln, Neb., Oct. 29. 

With 3,000 school teachers and 
1,000 bankers here for the first three 
days of the weekend, plus the annual | 
old grad roundup for homecoming | 
Nebraska-Missouri football game, ac- | 
counting for around 35,000 visitors in | 
all, there was money in town. But 
it wasn’t being spent at the theatres. | 

‘Strike Up Band’s’ h.o. hasn't the 
zip it had on the first stanza, ‘Too 
Many Girls’ is average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
10-15) ‘Rainbow Range’ 
|(Mono) and ‘Saint London’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Affairs Annabel’ (RKO) 
land ‘Gentleman California’ (Indie). 
| Fair $800. Last week, ‘Doodle Kicks’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mexicali Rose’ (Rep), 
split with ‘O’Malley Mounted’ (RKO) 
and ‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO), ditto. | 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 








(1,503; 10-25-40)—‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). First did about 
$4.300, okay. Appears on way to 


$2,900 on second stanza, fair. 





Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Para- 
mount) (1,236; 10-20-25)—"We Are 
Young’ (M-G) and ‘Magnificent 
| Fraud’ (Par), split with ‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB) and ‘Calling Husbands’ 
|(WB). Not bad, $2,500. Last week, 


‘Chan Wax’ (20th) and ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (20th), split with ‘Young Peo- 
ple’ (20th) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th), okay 
$2,400. 
Stuart 
(1,884; 


(J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 

10-25-40)—‘Golden Fleecing’ 
(M-G) and Major Bowes’ ams on 
stage, three days, with ‘Wyoming’ 
(M-G) started Monday (28) for four 
days. Stretch will do about $5,200, 
lokay. Last week, ‘Moon Burma’ 
(Par), poor $3,100. 

Variety (Noble-Federer) 
10-20-25)—‘Mad Men Europe’ 
and ‘Military Academy’ (Col), 
days, split with ‘Father Is 
1(WB) and ‘Orphans of North’ 
(Mono), five days. Full run, $2,800, 
so-so. Last week, ‘Lady Question’ 
(Col) and ‘I'm Alive’ (RKO), six 
days, light $1,900. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100: 10- 
25-40)—‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) 
This is one of 16 college towns se- 
lected for the Abbott pic fo open in, 
and it had heavy exploitation ties 
with both daily and college news- 
papers, as well as extensive ad cam- 
paign. May get $3,000 on the week, 
which is average. Last week, ‘Drive 
; Night’ (WB), $2,900, fair. 


(1,000: 
(Col) 

five 
Prince’ 


~ DENVER — 


(Continued from page 10) 


| week at Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last 
| week, ‘Strike Up Band” (M-G) and 
“Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), after two 
week at Orpheum, gobd $3,000. 


| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
140)—‘North West Mounted’ (Par). 
|Smash $14,000 and holding indefi- 
nitely. Last week, ‘Dancing on 


;Dime’ (Par), weak $3,000. 
| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40) — 
'‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Great | 
Profile’ (20th). Fine $11,000. Last 
| week, ‘Argentine Way’ (20th), nice 
| eaeon 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
—‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Laddie’ 
|(RKO), Fine $11,500. Last week, 


|‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and 
|‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO), fair 
| $8,300 

| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— | 


‘Little Bit Heaven’ (U) and ‘Night | 
| Train’ (20th). Okay $4,500. Last 
| week, ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and 
| ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par), nice $4,000. 

| Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘West- 
erner’ (UA), after week at each the | 
Denver and Rialto, and ‘Glamour 


Sale’ (Col). Nice $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Howards Virginia’ (Col), 
‘after week at each Denver and 
Broadway, and ‘Girls Road’ (Col), 
| $2,200, 


| 


office workers in publicity-advertis- | 
ing departments on its membership | playing Chinese and America, a 
| rolls. The question to be determined uct. House 


the lowest percentage of employees | 


question to be decided but whether | 


bers of the SPG. On the Coast, they | 


Grand View, $80,000 400-seat Chj- 
nese cinema now under construction 
here, opens middle of November 


is neoned both in 
English and Chinese. 
Located on Jackson Street, in 


heart of Chinatown, deluxer will be 
first modern palace built exclusively 
for Chinese patronage. House is be- 
ing built by Grand View Film Co of 
Hong Kong, owned by a group of 
San Francisco Chinese and turning 
out an average of 18 films per year 
which have regular bookings in 
Frisco, Chicago, Boston, Seattle 
Portland, Los Angeles and New 
York. Prints also are released in 16 
mm. versions, The new Grand View 
will become the Frisco showhouse 
for the studio’s output. Joseph Sun 
is president of the firm and person- 
ally will operate the new house 
during its initial months. 

Policy calls for Chinese flicks 
Saturday through Tuesday with U. 
S. shorts, and Hollywood double- 
bills Wednesday through Friday, 
American patronage will be wel- 
comed but not encouraged, house 
being designed to supply film needs 
of Frisco’s 16,000 to 20,000 Chinese. 

P. S. Fong, head of the Rice Bow] 
Campaign and prominent in the Chi- 
nese Six Companies, is chairman of 
the board, which includes D. w, 
Low, Chew Fock, James Jue, Quan 
Soong Jun, Dere Dipsong, Huy Yip 
Chung, Jung Chuk Poy and Chin 
Park, 





‘Fantasia’ 


Continued from page 7 | 
motion, with the opening to be a 
society benefit for British War Re- 
lief. It’s important to Horne to have 
the jurisdiction settled to prevent 
recurrence of the fight in each town 
the picture plays. Two unions, be- 
tween which there has long been 
bad blood, also extend into the 
studio and repercussions there from 








the present contest could cause a 
serious tieup. 

Sound equipment for the 53d 
Street was involved in another ju- 


risdictional fight on Saturday (26) 
when it was delivered from the Erie 
station. Local 816, of the Teamsters’ 
Union, theatrical unit, claimed they 
had jurisdiction and a slugfest took 
place back of the theatre with the 
union repping the American Express 
nen who delivered the equipment. 
Horne settled that by paying standby 
wages to the 816 members. : 
Meantime William Garity, of the 
Disney plant, and Watson Jones. of 
RCA, both of whom came 
the Coast to supervise the installa- 
tion, are left with nothing to do. 


in from 








Filmites’ Vaude 
| Continued from page 3 


of foreign markets, had not yet taken 
full effect. Aside from the Louella 
Parsons, Elsa Maxwell and George 
Jessel units currently touring, film 
personalities in vaude are currently 
few and far between. 

All of the agencies are telling vir- 
tually the same story, although the 
William Morris office has set a date 
for Rosemary Lane at the N. Y. 
Paramount for some time next 
month, and is also agenting Edmund 
Lowe, who has been touring for the 
past few weeks and plays the two 
Brandt houses in N. Y., starting Oct 





31 at the Flatbush, Brooklyn, and 
the Windsor, Bronx, Nov. 7. 
(Continued from page 11) 
Guilty’ (Mono), divided with ‘Man 
from Monterey’ (WB) and ‘Sailor's 


Lady’ (20th). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 
‘Rockne’ (WB). Moveover from 
Palace for second week Good 
$4.500. Last week, ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G), second week of second run, 


33-40-50) 


33-40-50) - 


| big $5,500. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 
— ‘Christmas July’ (Par). Poor 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), 
slow $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50) — 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). Third 
mainstem spot for this pic, following 
fortnight’s second run at Grand and 
initial week in the Palace. Forte 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Bit of Heaven’ 
(Ue), terrible $2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Burma’ (Par). Theatre’s worst b.o. 
eclipse of the season at $5,000. Last 
week. ‘Rockne’ (WB), very good 
$12,060. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) and ‘World in 
Flares’ (Par). Crix hot for 10-year 
newsreel flashback and cold on foot- 
ball feature. No dice at $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Argentine Way’ (26th) (2d 
run), nice $4,000. 
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Film Consent Decree In Full 





The United States of America hav- 
ing filed its petition herein on July 
20, 1938, and its amended and sup- 
plemental complaint on Nov. 14, 
1946; the defendants: Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc.; Paramount Film Dis- 
tributing Corporation; Loew’s, Inc.; 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp.; RKO 
Radio Pictures, Inc.; Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum Corp.; RKO Proctor Corp.; 
RKO Midwest Corp.; Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc.; Vitagraph, Inc.; War- 
ner Bros. Circuit Management Corp.; 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp., and 
National Theatres Corp.! having ap- 
peared and severally filed their an- 
swers to such petition and to such 
amended and supplemental com- 
plaint and having asserted the truth 
of their answers and their innocence 
of any violation of law; and no tes- 
timony having been taken, but each 
of the consenting defendants having 
consented to the entry of this de- 
cree without any findings of fact, 
upon condition that neither such 
consent, nor this decree itself, nor 
the entry of this decree, nor any 
statement, provision or requirement 
contained in this decree, shall be or 
shall be construed as being (1) an 
admission or adjudication that the 
allegations of the petition or of the 
amended and supplemental com- 
plaint, or any of them, are or is true, 
or that such defendants, or any one 
or more of them, have or has vio- 
lated or are or is iolating any 
statute or law, or (2) evidence that 
such allegations, or any cf them, 
are or is true, or that such defend- 
ants, or any one or more of them, 
have or has violated any statute or 
law, or (3) an admission or adjudi- 
cation that the doing of any of the 
acts or things hereinafter enjoined 
or the failure to do any of the acts 
or things hereinafter directed to be 
done would constitute a violation of 
any statute or law, and upon the 
further conditions hereinafter set 
forth; and the United States of 
America, by its counsel, having con- 
sented to the entry of this decree 
and to each and every provision 
thereof upon such conditions, and 
having moved the court for the 
entry of this decree; 

Therefore, It Is Ordered, Adjudged 
and Decreed as follows: 





1The above named defendants are 
referred to hereinafter as the consent- 
ing defendants. 


Tradeshowing Required 
Before Pic Can Be Sold 


The court has jurisdiction of the 
parties hereto; and for the purposes 
of this decree and of proceedings for 
the enforcement thereof, and for 
no other purpose, the court has jur- 
isdiction of the subject matter here- 
of and the complaint states a cause 


of action against the defendnts un- | 


der the act of Congress of July 2, 


state the title of the picture and the 
date and the time when and the 
place or places where it will be 
trade shown. 

IV. 


No Distrib Can Offer 
| More Than 5 Pix in Unit 


(a) No distributor defendant shall 
loffer for license or shall license 
|'more than five features in a single 
'group. In offering its features for 
llicense to an exhibitor a distribu- 
| tor may change the combinations of 
features in groups as it may 
‘time to time determine, and may 
| license or offer for license as many 
‘groups of features as it may from 
‘time to time determine, provided 
that the license or offer for license 
of one group of features shall not 
be conditioned upon the licensing 
'of another feature or group of fea- 
| tures. 

| (b) No distributor defendant shall 
require an exhibitor to license short 
| subjects, newsreels, trailer, or serials 
| (hereinafter collectively referred to 
| as shorts) as a condition of licensing 
‘features. No distributor defendant 
shall require an exhibitor to license 
jreissues, westerns,?7 or foreign® 
(hereinafter collectively referred to 
as foreigns) as a condition of licens- 
ing other features. 


Arbitration 


Where a license has been entered 
into, controversies arising upon a 
complaint by an exhibitor that the 
licensing to him of-one group of 
features was conditioned by the dis- 
tributor upon the licensing of an- 
other feature or group of features 
or the licensing of shorts or foreigns 
shall be subject to arbitration. An 
exhibitor shal] have no right to as- 
sert any such claim unless he shall 
have mailed to the distributor at 
its Home Office a notice in writing 
of such claim and of the ground 
thereof, not later than two days after 
receipt by the exhibitor of the dis- 
tributor’s written approval of the 
exhibitors’ signed application or ap- 
plications for such features, shorts 
or foreigns. The power? of the arbi- 
trator in deciding any such contro- 
versy shall be limited to making (1) 
a finding as to whether or not the 
licensing of such features was so 
conditions; and, if the finding be in 
the affirmative, (2) an award can- 
celling the license for (or to the 
|}extent that it may relate to) such 
other feature or group of features, 
}or such shorts or forcigns. 


Distrib Must Be Notified 

| Where no license has been en- 
| tered into, controversies arising upon 
a complaint by an exhibitor that a 
distributor defendant has offered for 
license to him more than five fea- 
tures in a single group or that the 
offer of a license to him of one 
group of features was conditioned 
upon the licensing of another fea- 











from | 


upon the licensing of a ieature 





\tion. The power!? of the arbitrator 
|in deciding any such controversy 
‘shall be limited to making (1) 
finding as to whether or not the li- 
censing of features for exhibition in 
| theatres located in one exchange dis- 
ltrict was so conditioned upon the 
llicensing of a feature or group of 
|features for exhibition in theatres 
‘located in another exchange district; 
and, if the finding be in the affima- 
jtive, (2) and award imposing upon 


ithe distributor defendant so _ li-| 
|censing features a penalty in an 


}amount not to exceed $500.00, pay- 
lable into the arbitration fund re- 
| ferred to in subdivision 8 of Section 
XXII hereof. 

VI. 


‘Distrib Cannot Refuse 
Pix to Reputable Exhib 


No distributor defendant shall re- 
|fuse to license its pictures for ex- 
hibition in an exhibitor’s theatre on 
some run (to be designated by the 
distributor) upon terms and condi- 
tions fixed by the distributor which 
are not calculated to defeat the pur- 
| pose of this Section, if the exhibitor 
ican satisfy reasonable minimum 
standards of theatre operation and is 
| reputable and responsible, unless the 
i granting of a run on any terms to 
}such exhibitor for said theatre will 
i have the effect of reducing the dis- 
tributor’s total film revenue in the 
competitive area in which such ex- 
hibitor’s theatre is located. Con- 
troversies arising upon a complaint 
| BY an exhibitor that. contrary to 





the provisions of this Section, a dis- | be limited to making (1) a finding 


tributor defendant has refused so to 
' license its pictures shall be subject 
to arbitration. The power!’ of the 
|arbitrator in deciding any such con- 
|troversy shall be limited to making 


or | clearance!6 applicable to 


ere |; sons be 
roup of features for exhibition in| is unreasonable shall a“ 
eaibes located in another exchange | arbitration under the following pro- 
| district shall. be subject to arbitra- | visions: 


a| essential in the distribution and ex- | 
| 
| 


——. 


shall enter an award directing th 
distributor to _ discontinue her 
policy. 

X 


—. * 
\Exhibs Can Arbitrate 
Refusal of Run Asked 


A. Controversies arising upon a 
}complaint by an independent ex. 
| hibitor*! that a distributor defendant 
| has arbitrarily refused to license its 
{features for exhibition on the run 
‘requested by said exhibitor in one of 
said exhibitor’s theatres which was 
in existence or which replaced2? g 


‘is theatre 
subject to 


| It is recognized that clearance, 
\reasonable as to time and area, 1s 


hibition of motion pictures. 
| In determining whether = any 
clearance complained of is unreason- 
able, the arbitrator shall take into 
consideration the following factors 
and accord to them the importance 
and weight to which each is entitled, 
regardless of the order in which 
they are listed: 

(1) The historical development of 


clearance in the particular area theatre in existence at the date of 
‘wherein the theatres involved are a shall be subject to arbi- 
located; — * ene 

| (2) The admission prices of the | B. In any such arbitration no 


|award shall be made against a dis- 
tributor defendant unless the arbi- 
trator shall first find the following 
facts: 

(1) The complainant is an inde- 
pendent exhibitor and the theatre 
| operated by him and specified in his 
| complaint Was in existence at the 
date of the decree or replaced such 


theatres involved; 
| (3) The character and location of 
ithe theatres involved, including size, 
type of entertainment, appointments, 
| transit facilities, etc.; 
(4) The policy of operation of the 
‘theatres involved, such as the show- 
‘ing of double features, gift nights, 
| give-aways, premiums, cut rate 
| tickets, lotteries, etc.; a theatre; and wie 
(5) The rental terms and license! (2) Such refusal of the distributor 
‘fees paid by the theatres involved | to license its features for exhibition 
land the revenues derived by the dis- |in the complainant’s theatre on the 
'tributor defendant from such thea-|run requested by the complainant 
tres; continued during a period of not less 
(6) The extent to which the thea- | than three successive months; and 
tres involved compete with each | (3) The distributor during such 
other for patronage; and | period has liNnsed the features re- 
(7) All other business considera- | quested by the complainant on the 
tions, except that the arbitrator shall | run requested by him to a theatre 
| disregard the fact that a theatre in- (sometimes hereinafter referred to 
| volved is affiliated with a distributor |as a circuit theatre) which was in 
|or with a circuit of theatres. competition with the theatre speci- 
Arbitrater Limited fied in the complaint and which was 
| The power!? of the arpitrator in | a component of a circuit of not less 
deciding any such controversy shall/|than 15 theatres or which was af- 
filiated either by stock ownership, 
common ownership, common buying 
or otherwise with a circuit or not 
less than 15 theatres or the licenses 
for which were negotiated by a 
buying combine or common buying 


| as to whether or not the clearance 
| complained of is unreasonable; and, 
if the finding be in the affirmative, 
| (2) an award fixing the maximum 
| Clearance between the theatres in- 


! 


|(1) a finding as to whether or not, | volved which may be granted in li- 
‘contrary to the provisions of this|censes thereafter entered into by the 
Section, the distributor has refused/ distributor defendant which is a 
to license its pictures to the com- | party to the arbitration. Subject to 
plainant for exhibition in said thea-|the provisions of Section XVII 
tre: and, if the finding be in the hereof, the award may fix such 
'affirmativé, (2) an award directing |maximum clearance under any then 
‘the distributor to offer its pictures | existing franchise or any license en- 
|for license to the complainant for | tered into pursuant to such fran- 
|exhibition in said theatre on a run | chise between such distributor de- 
to be designated by the distributor 
and upon terms and conditions fixed | by this decree. 
\by the distributor which are not cal-| Any distributor defendant or any 
|culated to defeat the purpose of this | exhibitor affected by such an award 
|Section. The burden of showing that | may institute a further arbitration 
|granting a run on any terms to the 
| complainant will have the effect of | upon the ground that since the mak- 
|reducing the distributor’s total film | ing of the award the conditions with 
lrevenue in the competitive area in;respect to the theatres involved 
|which the complainant’s theatre is|therein have so changed as to war- 
jlocated shall be upon the distribu-| rant modification, and, in the event 
| tor. |that the arbitrator finds that there 
| Any distributor defendant affected | has been such changel7, he shall 
|by such an award may institute a|make a _ redetermination cof the 
|further arbitration proceeding to be |maximum clearance. 
irelieved therefrom on the ground Doesn’t Apply to Specials 
| that since the making of the award| Nothing contained in this Section 
ithe granting of a run in compliance | shall be deemed to restrict, and no 
\therewith has had the effect of re-|award made in any arbitration 
ducing the distributor’s total fiim | under this Section shall restrict, the 
}exhibitor’s right to license for any 


lrevenue in the competitive area in 


fendant and any other party bound ' complainant 


proceeding for a modification thereof | 


agent negotiating for not less than 
15 theatres; and 
Must Have Sufficient Pix 

(4) The complainant's theatre has 
not available to it features sufficient 
;in nature and quanfity to enable it 
_to operate on the run requested by 
the complainant; and 

(5) (a) Subsequent to July 20, 
1935, and prior to July 20, 1940, the 





operated the theatre 
specified in his complaint on the 
'same run as or on an earlier run 


| than that enjoyed by the circuit the- 
jatre specified in the complaint: or 

(b) Subsequent to July 20, 1940, 
and during the two consecutive mo- 
tion picture seasons?3 immediately 
| preceding the filing of the complaint, 
| the complainant operated the theatre 
specified in his complaint on the 
Same run as or on an earlier run 
than that enjoyed by the circuit the- 
etre specified in the complaint and 
, during such period exhibited on 
such run substantially all the fea- 
tures released during such period by 
the distributor complained against; 
or 

(c) Subsequent to July 20, 1935, 
and prior to July 20, 1940, the com- 


' 

| 
1890, entitled ‘An act to protect trade | ture or group of features, or the li- 
and commerce against unlawful re- | censing of shorts or foreign, shall 
straints and monopolies.’ | be subject to arbitration. An ex- 
hibitor shall have no right to as- 
IT, | sert any claim that an offer so to 
Each consenting defendant, its | license such features was so made 
successors, officers, directors, agents | OF conditioned unless he shall have 


and employees, and all persons and} mailed to the distributor at its 
corporations acting under, through, | Home Office a notice in  writ- 
or for it, hereby is and are en- | ing of such claim and of the grounds 
joined from doing the acts pro-|therefor not later than five days 


hibited by this decree, and is and | after the exhibitor claims the al- 

are directed to do the acts thereby | leged offer was made. The powerlé@ 

required. of the arbitrator in deciding any 
IIT. 


such controversy shall be limited to 
| making (1) a finding as to whether 
No consenting defendant engaged | or not the“offer to license such fea- 


in the distribution of motion pic- 5 eee was so made or conditions; 
tures (hereinafter referred to as a | and, if the finding be in the affirma- 
distributor defendant) shall license | tive, (2) an award imposing upon 


or offer for license! a feature mo- | the distributor making such offer a 
tion picture? (hereinafter sometimes penalty in an amount not to exceed 
referred to as a feature) for public | $500. Such penalty shall be payable 
exhibition within the United States | into the arbitration fund referred to 
of America at which an admission | in subdivision 8 of Section XXII 
fee is to be charged, until the fea- | hereof. Vv 


ture has been trade shown’ within | 4 

the exchange district*# in which the a 

public exhibition is to be _ held. | Qualify Proper Use 

Every trade showing shall be pre- | - . 

ceded by a notice, published in a Of Feature Licenses 

trade publication5 having general ai . a Tee 

circulation among _exhibitorsé in pitted he ae ee ~ panel 

such exchange district, which shall exchange district! shall include the- 

r- }atres located in another exchange 

| district, nor shall the licensing of 

1 License means (as a verb) to make | features for exhibition in theatres 

an aprosment, oF (23 6 et fig a located in one exchange district be 

ment, O21 OnRiLC a ais LO oT ¢ its oases : . 

right to exhibit a motion picture in uny | conditioned upon the licensing of a 

theatre engaged in the exhibition of | feature or group of features for ex- 

motion pictures for profit. | hibiton in theatres located in another 
2A feature motion picture is a mo- | exchange district. 

tion picture approximately 5,000 feet, Controversies arising upon a com- 

or more, in length. |plaint by an exhibitor thereby af- 


3A trade showing is an exhibition of | : “8 = 
a feature at a theatre or projection |fected that the licensing by a dis- 


room for the benefit of exhibitors gen- |*ributor defendant of features for 
erally. | exhibition in theatres located in one 
4 Each distributor defendant shall file |exchange district was conditioned 
with the Department of Justice a map} 
of-each of its exchange districts, show- aes 
ing the. territorial limits thereof. | = bad 
Changes in the territorial limits of an| 7 Westerns are those western pictures 
exchange district shail be made only | Which are not of the usual character 


which the complainant’s theatre is 
located. and, 
arbitrator finds that the granting of 
a run in compliance with the award 


in the event that the) 


| theatre any run which he is able to 


negotiate with any distributor, nor 
the distributor’s right to license for 
any theatre any run which it desires 


has had the effect of reducing the|to grant. 

distributor’s total film revenue in Nothing contained in this Section 

said prea. he shall vacate the!and no award hereafter entered in 

award.14 .any arbitration in accordance with 
VIT. its provisions shall apply to licens- 


Arbitrate Controversies 
On Exhibitor Complaints 


ing the exhibition of any special fea- 
turel8, provided such special feature 
is licensed under an exhibition con- 
tract applicable only thereto, or to 
the right of a distributor defendant 


Controversies arising upon the to include in such contract and to 
complaint of an exhibitor that a make a part thereof such special 
feature licensed to him bya dis- , 


tributor defendant for exhibition in 
a particular theatre is generally of- 


terms and conditions, including such 
special clearance provision or pro- 
visions, aS such distributor shall fix, 


as 7 the i aes by | establish and enforce for and in con- 
such theatre on moral, religious OF | nection with the exhibiti _ 
; ; exhibition of ; 
racial grounds shall be subject to such 


larbitration. An exhibitor shall have 


no right to assert any such claim un- | 


less written notice of his election to 
cancel such feature, together with a 
statement of his reasons therefor, 


Special feature. 


IX, 
‘Shall Not Withhold 


Prints for Competish 


shall have been mailed te the dis- . : Wigs 
tributor defendant at its Home Of- In booking prints for exhibition by 
fice not later than ten days after ©xhibitors competing on the same 


the receipt by the exhibitor of the 
| distributor’s written approval of the 
exhibitor’s signed application for 
such feature. In such event the li- 
cense in so far as it relates to the 
{exhibition of such feature in the 
theatre specified in the notice shall 
be deemed cancelled unless within 
five days after receipt of such no- 


run in the same exchange district,19 
a distributor defendant shall not 
withhold delivery of prints ayailable 
in its exchange from one exhibitor 
in order to give a competing ex- 
hibitor a prior playing date not pro- 
vided for in his license. It is recog- 
nized that distributors must be per- 
mitted discretion in the ordinary 


tice. the distributor shall have course of booking and distributing 
mailed to the exhibitor a notice in| films in an exchange district when 
writing of its denial of such claim| too few prints are available in the 


and of its intention to arbitrate the 
controversy. The powerl5 of the 
arbitrator in deciding any such con- 
troversy shall be limited to making 
(1) a finding as te whether or not 
| the feature is generally offensive in 
| the locality served by the exhibitor’s 
theatre on moral, religious or racial 


grounds; and, if the finding be in | policy 


\the affirmative, (2) an award can- 


jcelling the license in so far as it} 
such ° 


relates to the exhibition of 
feature in said theatre. 


after two weeks’ notice to the Depart- | and type of, and are inexpensively pro- | 


ment of Justice. 
Section and in Sections V and IX | tor’s general line of features. 

hereof to exchange districts are to ex-| ,8% Foreigns are features produced out- 
change districts of each distributor de- | Side of the United States except such 

fendant, as constituted from time to |S are produced in the English language 

time. !by the distributor or a subsidiary or 
5 Trade publication means a daily or | “ffiliate thereof. 

weekly newspaper or magazine which| , 9 When, in any arbitration under this 

is devoted primarily to news concern-| decree, the finding of the arbitrator 

ing the motion picture industry. shall be that the complainant has not 
6 Exhibitor means any individual, | Sustained his complaint, the arbitrator 


partnership, unincorporated association | Shall enter an award dismissing the | 


or corporation engaged in the public | complaint. 
exhibition of motion pictures in a the- 10 See footnote 3 to this Section. 
atre or theatres for profit. i I1See footnote 4 to Section III. } 


' Mi. oe. Melee ome 


References in this | duced as compared with, the distribu- | 


| VIII. 
'Clearance Recognized 


| As Industry Essential 


| Controversies arising upon 
complaint of an exhibitor that the 


12 See footnote 9 to Section IV. 
13 See footnote 9 to Section IV. 
14 See footnote 9 to Section IV. 
15 See footnote 9 to Section IV. 


exchange for the playing date de- 
sired by two or more theatres. In 
such cases this Section shall have no 
application, 

Violations of this Section shall be 
Subject to arbitration and, 
arbitrator finds2@ that the distributor 


} 


if the | pendent of any circuit of more than 


plainant demanded in writing24 fea- 
tures for the theatre specified in his 
complaint from the distributor com- 
plained against on the same run as 
or on an earlier run that that en- 
joyed by the circuit theatre specified 
in the complaint; or the complainant 
had filed with a Local Clearance and 
Zoning Board or a Local Grievance 
Board under the Code of Fair Com- 
| petition for the Motion Picture In- 
(dustry approved pursuant to the 
| National Industrial Recovery Act 
such a complaint which was not 
| finally disposed of by administrative 
| decision under said Code prior to 
| May 27, 1935; or 


Circuit Discrimination Out 
(d) The complainant operated the 
| theatre specified in his complaint for 
at least one year prior to the entry 
|Of this decree, and subsequent to 
July 20, 1935, and prior to July 20, 
| 1940, a prior operator of said the- 
atre had demanded in writing25 fea- 
tures from the distributor com- 
plained against on the same run as 
or on an earlier run than that en- 
joyed by the circuit theatre speci- 
fied in the complaint; or the com- 
plainant had filed with a Local 
Clearance and Zoning Board or a 
Local Grievance Board under the 
Code of Fair Competition for the 
Motion Picture Industry approved 
pursuant to the National Industrial 
Recovery Act such a_ complaint 
which was not finally disposed of 
by administrative decision under 
said Code prior to May 27, 1935; and 

(6) Such refusal to license the 


_ 21 An independent exhibitor, as used 
in this Section, is one wholly inde- 


five theatres and not affiliated either 


| complained against has pursued a) 0Y stock ownership, common ownership, 


I of withholding available 
| prints from the complaining exhib- 
itoi in violation of this Section, he 


16 Clearance means the period of time | 


| fixed by agreement between a distribu- 
| tor and an exhibitor, prior to the ex- 
piration of which a feature licensed for 


| 


| 


| 


junless erected in the same 


prior exhibition in a theatre may not | 


be exhibited in another theatre or the- 


the | atres. 


| 17 See footnote 9 to Section IV. 
| 18 For the purposes of this Section, a 


i for a period of time 
| generally 


| special feature means a feature which 
advanced first-run admis- 
sion prices. 


19 See footnote 4 to Section III. 
20 See footnote 9 to Section iV. 


| 


is exhibited at | 37 of the ne 


| 


common buying or otherwise with a 
circuit of more than five theatres and 
whose licenses are not negotiated by a 
buying combine or common buying 
agent negotiating for more than five 
theatres. 

22 A theatre shall not be deemed to 
have replacéd such an existing theatre 
neighbor- 
hood as one which was destroyed or 
permanently abandoned as a theatre, 
for the purpose of succeeding to its 
patronage, and with a seating capacity 
not more than 25 percent greater than 
that of the theatre replaced. 

23 A motion picture season means the 
period from Sept. 1 of one year to Aug 
xt year. 

24 Demands in writing shall be deemed 
to include complaints in writing to the 
Dent. of Justice. 

25 See footnote 24 to this Section. 
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exhibition of said features in the; Department of Justice on or before 
complainant's theatre specified in his| the tenth day of each month the 
complaint was in fact because the|changes in its theatre position, if 
theatre licensed to exhibit them on/any, that have occurred during the 
the run requested by t#e complain- | preceding month, as follows, together 
ant was a circuit theatre. with a statement of the reasons for 

C. In determining whether the | Such changes: 
exhibitor’s complaint is established b m4 Theatres contracted to be 
by the evidence, the arbitrator shall “(b} oF eager construction; F 
take into consideration, among other (dD) eatres lost or disposed 

ings. the following factors and ac- = , : ' 
at to them the importance and | yt papaees Somes 

isht to which each is entitled, re- , nterests in theatres ac- 
weight | - b | quired, with a statement of the 
gardiess of the order in which they! ature and extent of such i 
are listed: the terms, if any, offered! jorcqe ° . such in- 
in respect of each of the two com-|_ 
peting theatres; the seating capacity | 3) ; : 
of each of said theatres; the capacity|, ‘3) If upon receipt of such in- 
of each for producing revenue for formation the Department of Justice 
the distributor; the character, ap- requests any such defendant to fur- 
earance and condition of each, in- | nish further information with respect 
Puding its furnishings, equipment |‘, 2%yY of the above transactions in 
poe conveniences: the location of | Which it is involved, such defendant 
each of said theatres; the character. will make a reasonable effort to sup- 
and extent of the area and popu- | Ply such information promptly. 
lation each serves; the competitive | Information Confidential 
conditions in the area in which they| (4) No information furnished 
are located; their comparative suit-| under subdivision (1), (2) or (3) 
ability*6 for exhibition of the dis- hereof shall be divulged by any rep- 
tributor’s features on the run re-|resentative of the Department of 
quested; the character and ability of Justice to any person other than a 
the exhibitor operating each and his duly authorized representative of the 
reputation generally in the industry | Department of Justice, except in the 
and in the community for showman- course of legal proceedings to which 
ship, honesty and fair desting; the the United States is a party, or as 
policy under which each of the the- | otherwise required by law. 
atres has been operated and the, (5) For a period of three years 
policy under which the complainant | following the entry of this decree, 
proposes to operate his said theatre no consenting defendant shall enter 
if he obtains the run requested; the upon a general program of expand- 
financial responsibility of the ex-|ing its theatre holdings. Nothing 
hibitor operating each of said the-' herein shall prevent any such de- 


of 





atres; and the distributor's prior re- fendant from acquiring theatres or | 


lations with each of the two theatres interests therein to protect its in- 
involved and with their owners and | ¥¢Stment ‘wr its competitive position 
operators and any equities arising °F for ordinary purposes of its busi- 
therefrom. |ness. Proceedings based on a viola- 
ee oe tion of this subdivision (5) shall be 
Findings Not Retroaciive ‘only by application to the Court for 
D. If in any such arbitration the | injunctive relief against the con- 
arbitrator finds?7 for the complain- | senting defendant complained against, 
ant, he may enter an award against| which shall be limited to restrain- 
the distributor which shall not affect | ing the acquisition, or ordering the 
the license to exhibit any feature! divestiture. of the theatres or in- 
then under license to the circuit the- | terests therein, if any, about fo be 
atre but which shall prohibit such | acouired. or acquired, in violation of 
distribuior from thereafter licensing | this Section. 
its features for exhibition either in > 
the a theatre specified in the XII. 
complaint on the run requested by | 
the ccpmmainan, on Ba the complain- Tradeshow Clause Out 
ant’s theatre specified in the com- e 
Unless UA, U, Col Sign 


plaint, on such run, otherwise than 
(a) If. prior to June 1, 1942, a 


by a separate contract or agreement 
which shall not be a part of any 4 be > 
contract or agreement for the licens- » wer heel — Pine Boe in pe gy = 
ing of features for exhibition in any te Cor Barone Corp. and Co- 
other theatre or conditioned upon aoe he ug Tne Corp _ uiring 
the licensing of features for exhi- h of tt t < d h its fea- 
bition in any other theatre ee ee oe ee eee 

RB. Aller a Seel Geeeed tb dices tures before licensing the same La 

= KP hangs ad exhibition, Section III of this de- 
—. x —— cree, after said date, shall be inp. 
hibitor may institute a further ar-|enect. ~ ti the — i po 
bitration proceeding (to be held be-| fendants, or any of them, except with 
fore the arbitrator who entered the | respect to. licenses entered into 
Bote cet IE cen of Ose bE ot to September 1, 1942, for the 
been complied with in good faith by|to such date and subsequent to Aug. 
the distributor against which it was| 3) 1941. 
entered. If in any such proceeding| (hb) If, prior to June 1, 1942, a 
the arbitrator shall find?? that the | decree shall not have been entered 





distributor las not complied in good | against the defendants United Art- | 


faith with the original award, the| jsts Corp., Universal Corp. and Co- 
arbitrator may award damages t0|]umbia Pictures Corp., limiting the 
the exhibitor for loss resulting from!nuymber of features which may be 
the distributor’s failure to comply/licensed in a single group, subdi- 
with the original award but any|vision (a) of Section IV of this de- 
such award of damages shall be| cree, after said date, shall be inop- 
purely compensatory. erative and of no binding force and 
_ Any further arbitration proceed-/effect upon the consenting de- 
ing for an award of damages for vio-|fendants, or any of them, except 
lation of the original award must be| with respect to licenses entered into 
commenced within sixty days after| prior to September 1, 1942, for the 
such violation has occurred, by filing | exhibition of features released prior 
a statement specifying the facts con-| to such date and subsequent to Au- 
stituting each alleged violation for} gust 31. 1941. 

which damages are sought and the! (c) If, prior to June 1, 1942, a de- 
exhibitor’s alleged damages result- | cree shall have been entered against 
ing from each such alleged violation. | the defendants United Artists Corp., 
No award of damages shall be made | Universal Corp. and Columbia Pic- 
in any such proceeding for any vio- |} tures _Corp., containing provisions 
lation of the original award not oc-|requiring each of them to trade 
curring within said sixty day pe-| Show its features before licensing 
riod, but prior violations may, in|the same for exhibition, any con- 


any such proceeding, be considered senting defendant may at any time | 


by the arbitrator as evidence bear-|thereafter file herein a written no- 
ing upon the question of the dis-| tice of its election to be relieved 
tributor’s good faith from further compliance with Sec- 
; tion III of this decree and to com- 
, !ply with said provisions of such de- 
XI. cree against said defendants en 
y | Artists Corp., Universal Corp. an 
Three-Y ear Clause On |'Columbia Pictures Corp., and there- 
y 2 ene upon an order or supplemental de- 
Theatre Acquisitions cree shall be entered herein on the 
application of the defendant or de- 
fendants so electing which shall sub- 
ject said defendant or defendants to 
such provisions of such other decree 
and entitle it or them to the bene- 
fits of any terms thereof providing 
for the suspension, modification or 
vacation of said provisions, and re- 
lieve it or them from further com- 
pliance with the provisions of Sec- 
tion III of this decree. 


— Equal Terms for All 


(1) For a period of three years 
after the entry of the decree herein 
fach of the consenting defendants 
will notify28 the Department of Jus- 
lice immediately of any legally bind- 
Ing commitment for the acquisition 
by it of any additional theatre or 
theatres. 

(2) During such period each such 
defendant will also report' to the 


—— 


26 In considering this factor in situa- 
tions where the exhibitor customarily cree shall have been entered 


exhibits features in two or.more thea- against the defendants United Art- 
tres on the same run in the same situa- ists Corp.. Universal Corp. and Co- 
tion as a unit by contracting for groups ]Jumbia Pictures Corp. containing 
een ttn aC oneoy Goo oats ander provisions limiting the pumber of 
fied theatres) all of such theatres may nage nhl bo hich —, plan a Pa 
be considered collectively as a unit, (2 Single group, any C¢ ig 
=? See footnote 9 to Section IV. : . w ti i 

. *%The notification and report shall file herein a written notice of its 
include such commitments and changes | election to be relieved from further 
as may have been made by corpora-|compliance with subdivision (a) of 


fons not parties to this decree which Section IV of this decree and to | 


are controlled by such defendant. They 


Shall also include such commitments comply with said provisions of such 


or changes as may have been made by decree against said deiendants 
corporations in which such defendant United Artists Corp., Universal 


owns a financial interest but which it Corp. and Columbia Pictures Corp., 
poco not control, if such defendant has and thereupon an order or supple- 
waeee knowledge of such commit- mental decree shall be entered 
request en yinges. Each defendant will herein on the application of the de- 
“quest such corporations to notify it defendants so_ electing 


immediatel ment fendant or 
oF change J of any such commitmen which shall subject such defendant 


|exhibition of features released prior | 


(d) If. prior to June 1, 1942, a de- | 


fendant may at any time thereafter | 


| Or defendants to said provisions of | Persons not selling exclusively in 
/Such other decree and entitle it or , accordance with said provisions of 
them to the benefits of any terms | said Sections, or of either of them,30 


thereof providing for the suspen- | compliance by the applicant defend- | 


| Sion, modification or vacation of said | ant with such provisions of said Sec- 
| provisions, and relieve it or them | tions, or of either of them, has sub- 
| from further compliance with the stantially and adversely affected the 





XIV. 

Nothing contained in this decree 
shall be construed to limit or af- 
fect the right of any distributor de- 
fendant, prior to the general release 
of a motion picture, to~road ‘show 
such picture or to license or other- 


| provisions of subdivision (a) of Sec- applicant defendant’s business. 
'tion IV of this decree. 
(e) If, prior to June 1, 1942 (1) a XIII. 
decree containing the provisions re- " 
eurres to } subdivision (c) hereof, Decree Applies Only 
or (2) a decree containing the pro- Se - 
| visions referred to in subdivision (ad) Within Continental U.S. 
ereof, or (3) a decree containing ; , . : 
ithe provisions referred to in both of Nothing contained in this decree 
‘said subdivisions, shall have been Shall apply to operations or activities 
‘entered against the defendants | Of, any consenting defendant out- 
United Artists Corp. Universal Corp. Side of the continental United 
'and Columbia Pictures Corp., but an States! or to operations or activilies 
appeal therefrom has been taken or ®f any consenting defendant with- 
any of said provisions have not be- | i the continental United States in 
come operative and of full force and 5° far as they relate to the distribu- 
‘effect, then the operation of the pro- tion or exhibition of motion pictures 
visions dealing with the same sub- O©Utside of the continental United 
|ject matter contained in Section IIT States. 
'or subdivision (a) of Section IV of 
ithis decree shall be suspended and 
'Shall be of no binding force and e‘- 
|fect upon any consentins defcadent 
|}except with respect to licenses en- 
tered into prior to Sept. 1, 1042, for 
the exhibition of features released 
|prior to said date and subsequent to 
| Aug. 31, 1941, unless and until such 


} ris “ang } ing3? | 
‘decree shall become final and such W“!S€ arrange for the road showing 


of such picture upon such terms and 
conditions as may be fixed by the 
distributor. ° 


| provisions shall be in full force and 


\effect against the defendants United 
| Artists Corp., Universal Corp. and 


|Columbia Pictures Corp. After such 
decree shall have become final, any 





XV. 
{consenting defendant may at any Ls 
time exercise its right 4 election The provisions of this decree shall 
| provided for in subdivisions (c) and mot apply to any franchise which 
\(d) of this Section. was signed prior to June 6, 1940, or 
' |to any license entered into pursuant 
Congress Can Nix Decree 'to such franchise, except that Sec- 
(f) If, at any time, an Act of Con- tion VIII ~hereof shall apply to all 
gress or a rule or regulation made cuch franchises and such licenses be- 
pursuant to an Act of Congress shall tween parties bound by this decree 
require the trade showing of fez- other than licenses referred to in 
tures before licensing the same for Section XVII hereof. 
exhibition, cach of the consenting | 
defendants shall be relieved from | XVI. 
further compliance with Section III , 
of this decree, and if, at any time,| No consenting defendant and no 
an Act of Congress or a rule or officer, director, agent or employee 
regulation made pursuant to an Act of any such defendant, shall be 
of Congress shall limit the number |ceemed to have violated any pro- 
of features that may be licensed in | vision of this decree if the arbitra- 
a single group, each of the consent- tion of disputes or controversies 
ling defendants shall be relieved | arising relative tosthe subject mat- 
'from further compliance with sub-' ter thereof is herein provided for, 
‘division (a) of Section IV of this | unless such defendant has refused to 
|decree. In either of such events any | arbitrate such a disoute or conitro- 
|consenting defendant may at any versy in the manner and under the 
|time make application to this Court, conditions specified in this — decree 
of which notice shall be served upon | and in the Rules of Arbitration and 
| Petitioner and all other consenting | Appeals which are filed herewith, as 
| defendants, for an order relieving | amended from time to time, or has 
ithe consenting defendants, and each | failed or refused to abide by and 
|of them, from further compliance perform the final award33 made and 
|with Section III or subdivision (a) | entered in such an arbitration pro- 
|of Section IV of this decree, or both, | ceeding. 
as the case may be, and vacating the 
same, and thereupon this Court shall | XVI} 
make and enter such an order. . : 
| (g) At any time after September Distribs’ Free Hand 
1, 1943, any consenting defendant 


| may move to vacate the then effec- 
tive provisions of Section III and ; : 
| subdivision (a) of Section IV of this Nothing contained in this decree 
| decree by filing an application under shall be construed to limit, impair 
|oath stating that during any con- or restrict in any way whatsoever 
secutive twelve-months period pre- the right of each distributor de- 
ceding the filing of such application | fendant34 to license the exhibition, or 
either (1) distributors of motion! in any way to arrange or provide 
picture films have licensed 25% or! for the exhibition in such manner, 
more of the features released for ex- | upon such terms and subject to such 





wise than in accordance with the it, of any or alfof the motion pic- 
then_effective provisions of Section | tures which it may at any time sie 
III and subdivision (a) of Section| tribute (1) in any theatre in the 
IV of this decree’ or (2) 12%% or ownership, lease, seni mevate or 
more of the total gross income from operation, or in the procee s or 
licenses for the exhibition of motion | Profits from the management or op- 
pictures in the United States, ex- eration of which, it directly or indi- 
‘cluding the gross income of states |Tectly, by stock ownership or ty 
rights exchanges, has been derived | W'S, Owns a financial interest*a e 
| from pictures licensed otherwise | time of the entry of this decree and 
| than in accordance with the then also at the time of such license, and 
| effective provisions of Section III, — ; 
| and subdivision (a) of Section IV of| (2) in any theatre in the owner- 
this decree.29 ? ship, lease, management or opera- 
Distribs’ C t Relief |tion, or in the proceeds of profits 
Distribs’ Cour elie from the management or operation 


notice of the filing of such applica- cree and owns at the time of such 
tion. license, directly or 

Upon such application the Court’ stock ownership or 
shall enter an order relieving the fjnancia].interest of not less than 50 


defendants from further comnlian’2 per centum and (3) in any theatre | 


with the provisions of Section III jn the ownership, lease, management, 
and subdivision (a) of Section 1V or operation, or in the proceeds or 
of this decree, unless within sixty, profits from the management or op- 
(60) days after service of such ap- eration of which, a company in 
plication Petitioner shall establish which such defendant owned not less 
to the satisfaction of the court that than 42 per cent of the common stock 
during said twelve-months period at the date of the decree and at the 
less than 12%% of the total gross, time of such license*5, acquires after 
income from licenses for the ex- 

hibition of motion pictures in the ~—— = 

United States, excluding the gross 
income of states rights exchanges, 31 The Continental United States as 
had been derived from pictures used herein means the territory with- 
licensed otherwise than in accord- in the boundaries of the forty-eight 
ance with the then effective pro- states and the District of Columbia. 


| visions of Section III and subdivision wcalen alae a aatedie at ae e 

(a) of Section IV of this decree. floor seats for each evening perform- 
(h} At any time after Sept. ance are reserved and sold at an admis- 

| 1942, any consenting defendant may sion price of not less than one dollar. 

| apply to the Court to vacate the! 33For the purposes of this Section 

| 


30 See footnote 29 to this Section. 


provisions of Section III and sub- the final award in any arbitration pro- 
division (a) of Section IV of this de- Creu", Mater Section ola tor dome 
| cree, or the provisions of either of ane as therein provided. 

| such sections, and upon such appli- 
cation, the Court shall enter an order. (1) defendant RKO Radio Pictures. Inc., 
| relieving the consenting defendants or its successors, shall be deemed to 
from further compliance with such no ee” enaaeds ar Lae 
| Provisions, upon sue ign et aha. of in the proceeds or profits from the 
, 5 yeoman : management or operation of any the- 
Court that, subsequent to said date atre which Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., 


have the same interest in the owner- 
29 Or with corresponding then effec- ship. lease, management or operation 
| tive provisions of a decree against the or in the proceeds or profits from the 
| defendants, United Artists Corp.. Uni- _manacement or operstion of any thea- 
versal Corp. and Columbia Pictures tre which Warner Brothers Pictures, 
Corp., referred to in subdivisions (c) | Inc.. or its successors, directly or indi- 
and (d) of this Section. i rectly, has. 


In Affiliated Houses | 


hibition in the United States other- | conditions as may be satisfactory to | 


Petitioner and all other consent-| of which, such distributor defendant | 
ing defendants shall be served with acquires after the date of the de-| 


indirectly, by | 
otherwise, a/| 


34 For the purpose of this Section 


and by reason of the competition of or its successors, directly or indirectly, | 
has: and (2) defendant Vitanraph, Inc.., | 
or its successors, shall be deemed to | 


the date of the decree and owns at 
| the time of such license, directly or 
indirectly, by stock ownership or 
otherwise, a financial interest of not 
| less than 50 per cent. 


XVIIL. 
Gov’t May Interview 
| Employes, See Books 


For the purpose of securing com- 
pliance with this decr -e, and for no 
other purpose, duly authorized rep- 
resentatives of the Department of 
Justice shall, on the written request 
of the Attorney General or the As- 
sistant Attorney General in charge 
of anti-trust matters, and on notice 
to any consenting defendants, rea- 

able as to tm” avd subject mat- 
ter, made to such defendant at its 
principal office, and subject to any 
legally recognized privilege, (1) be 
permitted reasonable access, during 
,the office hours of such defendant, 
| to all books, ledgers, accounts, cor- 
recpondence, memoranda and other 
records and documents in the pos- 
session or under the control of such 
| defendant, relating to any of the 


| matters contained in this decree, and 


(2) subject to the reasonable con- 
venience of such defendant, and 
without restraint or interference 
from it, be permitted to interview 
its officers or employees regarding 
any such matters, at which interview 
| counsel for the office or employee 
interviewed and ‘counsel for the 
company may be present. Without 
in any way limiting the rights 
| granted in the foregoing provisions 
of this section each of the distribu- 
tor defendants shall keep at its prin- 
cipal office current records ,which 
shall be accessible for the purpose 
aforesaid, showing— 
Distribs’ Records 

(1) The dates when and the places 
where each of its features is trade- 
shown, the names of the trade pub- 
lication wherein notice of each 
trade-showing was published, and 
the date of publication; the name 
and location (by town and exchange 
district)36 of each theatre in which 
each feature is licensed for exhibi- 
tion, and the date of license thereof; 

(2) As to each license entered into 
by it, the cate thereof and the names 
and location (by town and exchange 
district)°3 of the theatres involved, 
the names of the parties thereto and 
of the distributor’s sales representa- 
tive who negotiated the license, and 
the names of the features licensed 
for exhibition; 

(3) All arbitration awards ren- 
dered against the distributor with a 
statement showing what the distrib- 
utor has done to comply therewith. 

Information obtained pursuant to 
the provisions of this section shall 
not be divulged by any representa- 
tive of the Dept. of Justice to any 
person other than a duly author- 
;ized representative of the Dept. of 
Justice except in the course of legal 
proceedings to which the United 
States is a party, or as otherwise 
required by law. 


XIX, 
Distribs Still May 
Pick Own Customers 


Except as otherwise expressly and 
| specifically Provided in this decree, 
nothing herein shall be construed to 
limited the right of any distributor 
defendant to select its own custo- 
mers, to bargain with them in ac- 
cordance with law, or to negotiate 
with or to license to or to accept 
any offer from any exhibitor to 
license its motion pictures or any 
number thereof upon such terms and 
conditions as it deems advisable or 
to its best interests. 

XX. 

The provisions of Section III, of 
subdivision (a) of Section IV, of 
Section V and of Section X of this 
decree shail have application only 
| with respect to features released in 
the United States after Aug. 31, 1941. 

XXI, 

Petitioner, by its counsel, has rep- 
resented to the court that the pub- 
lic interest requires that the provi- 
sions of this decree shall operate for 
a tria] period of three years from 
the date of entry hereof. Petitioner 
has further represented to the court, 
and each of the consenting defend- 
ants has consented to the entry of 
this decree upon the condition, that 
petitioner will not for a period of 
three years after the entry of this 
decree, either in this action or any 
other action or proceeding against 
any such defendant seek either the 
| relief or any thereof prayed in para- 
graphs (4), (5) and (6) of Section 
| VIII of the petition filed herein 
| July 20, 1938, or in paragraphs (5), 
| (6) and (7) of Section VIII of the 
;amended and supplemental com- 
|plaint filed herein November 14, 
(Continued on page 27) 











35In the case of the distributor dee 
fendant Twentieth Century-Fox Film 
Corp., or its successors, the defendant 
| National Theatres Corp., or its suce- 
cessors, shall be deemed to be such a 
|company if said distributor defendant 
owned not less than 42% of its common 
stock at the date of the decree and not 
less than 35° of its common stock at 
the tine of such license, provided not 
less than 42%, of its common stock is 
owned by Twentieth Century-Fox Fiim 
Corp., or its successors, and by present 
or future officers or directors of Na- 
tional Theatres Corp., or its successors, 
| 36 See footnote 4 of Section III. 
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HE RED CROSS | 
IS COUNTING ON YOU! 


And your support is pledged ... because the 





Motion Picture Industry knew that every manager of every 


theatre in this land would do his share ....once again! © 
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(Continued from page 25) 
or otherwise seek to divorce 
ction or distribution of 
ion pictures from their exhibi- 
eo 0 dissolve any such de- 
fendant or any corporation in which 
any such defendant has, directly or 
indirectly, a substantial stock inter- 
est and which is engaged in the ex- 
hibition of motion pictures or holds 
directly or indirectly a substantial 
stock interest in any corporation so 
engaged, or to dissolve or break up 
any circuit of theatres of any such 
defendant or of any such corpora- 


1940, 
the produ 


to secure the production of wit- 
| nesses and of evidence; to examine 
| and cross-examine all witnesses; and 
| to appeal to the Appeal Board from 
| any adverse award. The Rules may 
provide for the arbitration of clairns 
and controversies between distribu- 
tor defendants and exhibitors for the 
| arbitration of which no provision is 
|made in this decree and which by 
|agreement between’ the parties 


_thereto shall be submitted to the!at any time more than three years, ment of this decree in conflict with 


| tribunals. 
Appeals Board 


| 7. There shall be an Appeal Board 





| (e) 


tion, or to require any such defend- | which shall have jurisdiction to de- | 


ant, corporation or circuit to divest 
itself of its interests or any thereof, 
direct or indirect, in motion pic- 
ture theatres in which it had an in- 


terest at the date of the entry of | 


this decree. XXIL 
Regulations Set Up For 
Arbitration Machinery 


1. The method and conditions of 
the arbitration which is referred to 
in this 
for such arbitration, shall be as 
specified in this Section and in the 
Rules of Arbitration and Appeals 
which are provided for hereinafter. 

2. An arbitration system for the 
arbitration of claims and controver- 
sies for which arbitration is _ pro- 
vided in this decree shall be admin- 
istered by an impartial Administra- 
tor. 

The Administrator shall establish 
and maintain an Arbitration 1 
bunal in each city in the United 
States in which three or more of the 
distributor defendants shall main- 
tain exchanges. 


The Administrator shall establish , 


and maintain a panel of not less than 
ten arbitrators for each Arbitration 
Tribunal and shall esta®lish and 
maintain suitable offices and person- 


nel, including a clerk, for each Ar- | 


bitration Tribunal and for the Ap- 
peal Board provided for hereinafter. 
The Administrator shall have the 


power to appoint and remove mem- | 


bers of the panels and personnel. 

3. 
a member of any panel of arbitra- 
tors who has any financial interest 
in, or has or has had any connec- 
tion with, the production, distribu- 


tion or exhibition of motion pictures, | 


or has or has had any interest in 
any motion picture theatre as land- 
lord, lessor, or otherwise. 

4. The American Arbitration As- 
sociation is appointed Administrator 
of the arbitration system under this 
decree, and is authorized and di- 
rected to perform the duties and 


functions of such Administrator un- | 


til further order of the Court. 
Arbitration Ass'n Named ; 
Any successor to the American 


Arbitration Association as Adminis- | 
the | 


trator shall be appointed by 
Court on the joint application and 
recommendation of the 
and of a majority of the distributor 
defendants, except that if the Pe- 
titioner and a majority of the dis- 
tributor defendants fail to join in 
making such application and_ rec- 
ommendation the successor Admin- 
istrator shall be appointed by the 
Court. 

5. There shall be a Budget Com- 
mittee consisting of three members, 
one of whom shall be appointed by 
the Administrator, one of whom 
shall be appointed by the distribu- 
tor defendants, and one of whom 


shall the Chairman of the Appeal 
Board* The Budget Committee shall 


budget the cost of the maintenance 


and operation of the arbitration sys- | 


tem. Such budget for the first 
twelve months of the operation of 
the arbitration system shall not ex- 
ceed $ , except with the 
consent of a majority of the dis- 
tributor defendants. The budget for 
each succeeding twelve months’ pe- 
riod shall not exceed $.......... = 
except with the consent of a ma- 
jority of the distributor defendants, 
provided, however, that the Court 
may, on the application of the Pe- 
titioner, and for good cause shown, 
order an increase in the budget for 
any year to such amount, not ex- 
ee rare. as it may 
find necessary for the effective op- 
eration of the arbitration system. 
Amending Rules 

6. Each arbitrator shall be 
lected and each arbitration proceed- 
ing shall be conducted in the man- 
ner prescribed by the Rules of Ar- 
bitration and Appeals which are 
filed herewith and are hereby ap- 
proved. Such Rules may be 
amended or added to from time to 
time by the Administrator with the 
approval of a majority of the Ap- 
peal Board upon notice to the Pe- 
titioner and to the distributor de- 
fendants of such proposed amend- 
ments or additions and an oppor- 
tunity for a hearing thereon. No 
amendment of or addition to such 
eee shall change the qualifications 
II of such rules or deny to any ex- 
hibitor or distributor defendant the 
right to intervene as a party in any 
proceeding by which it may be af- 
fected or deny to any party to an 
arbitration proceeding ‘the right: to 
receive notice of all proceedings 
therein; to participate in the selec- 
tion of arbitrators; to challenge the 
Qualifications of arbitrators; to be 
represented by counsel or otherwise; 


se 


decree, and the procedure | 


Tri-| 


No person shall be appointed | 


Petitioner | 


arbitrators as set forth in Rule} 


| termine appeals from awards made 
by the Arbitration Tribunals. It 
shall consist of three members ap- 


pointed by the Court, each of whom | 


shall be a person of known im- 
| partiality and _ distinction. Each 
such member shall be appointed for 
a term of three years and shall serve 
| during such term unless he shall be 
' removed by order of the Court or 
shall resign. Each member of the 
| Appeal Board shall be eligible for 
reappointment. 

One member of the Appeal Board 
shall be designated by the Court as 
the Chairman of the Board. 

The members of the Appeal Board 
shall be compensated on an annual 
' basis. The Chairman of the Board 
shall be paid $ per annum, 


and each of the other members of) 


the Board shall be pair $ 
per annum. 

The Appeal Board shall have its 
offices in New York, New York. 

8. The expenses of the arbitration 
system shall be paid out of a fund 
administered by the Administrator. 
Such fund shall be established and 
!maintained: by filing fees provided 
for by the Rules of Arbitration and 
Appeals; by penalties imposed in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of Sec- 
tions IV and V of this decree, and by 
such additional amounts, to be paid 
by the distributor defendants, as 
may be determined by the Budget 
Committee from time to time to be 
necessary. Such amounts shall be 


| and shall be paid by the several dis- 
tributor defendants in amounts pro- 
portionate to their respective gross 
receipts from licenses for the ex- 
hibition of motion pictures in the 
United States. The proportionate 
gross receipts of such defendants 
during the 1939-40 motion picture 
season shall be used in determining 


defendant for 
establishing the arbitration system 
and of maintaining it during the 
first twelve months of its oneration. 
Thereafter the gross receipts for 
the motion picture season ending on 
the Aug. 3lst immediately preceding 
the start of the particular twelve 
months’ period shall be used in de- 
termining such amounts, 
Distribs Report Grosses 

Each distributor defendant shall 
inform the Administrator promptly 
after the end of each motion picture 
season of its total gross receipts dur- 
ing such motion picture season from 
licenses for the exhibition of mo- 
tion pictures in the United States. 
Such information shall be treated by 
the Administrator as _ confidential 
and shall not be divulged except as 
required by law. 

9. Any person who has the right to 
institute an arbitration proceeding 
under any provision of this decree. 
may institute and prosecute such 
proceeding in the manner and sub- 
ject to the conditions specified in the 
Rules of Arbitration and Appeals, 
,upon the condition that such per- 
son file with the Clerk of the Arbi- 


the expenses 


tration Tribunal a submission, in the | 
in the manner | 
Administrator, | 

in substance | 


form and executed 
prescribed by the 
which shall provide 
that such complainant submits the 
controversy to the arbitration and 
undertakes to abide by and to com- 
ply fully with whatever final award 
may be entered therein. 

Any exhibitor or distributor who 
intervenes as a party in any arbitra- 


tion proceeding as provided in the 
Rules of Arbitration and Appeals, 


shall file with the Clerk of the Arbi- 
tration Tribunal a submission, in the 
form and executed in the manner 
prescribed by the Administrator, 
which shall provide, in substance, 
that such intervenor submits to the 
arbitration and undertakes to abide 
by and to accept whatever final 
award may be entered therein. 
Representatives of the Department 
of Justice, duly authorized in writ- 
ing, shall 
access during regular office hours to 
all books, ledgers, accounts, corre- 
spondence, memoranda and other 
records and documents in the posses- 
sion or under the control of the Ap- 
peal Board, of the Arbitration Tri- 
bunal, 
which relate to the arbitration sys- 
tem and to the arbitration of claims 
and controversies under this decree. 


XXIII. 
Court Retains Right To 
Modify Decree’s Terms 


Jurisdiction of this cause is re- 
tained for the purpose of: 

(a) Enabling any of the parties 
to this decree to apply to the Court 
at anv time for such orders and di- 
rections aS may be necessary or ap- 


| date of the entry of this decree, to! this decree under the provisions of 
; vacate this decree, or any modifica- 


‘petitive conditions existing at the 


‘any provision thereof, 
| priate or unnecessary, or oppressive 


| 


propriate for the construction or| competitive conditions are new or 
carrying out of this decree, for the unforseen. The right of each con- 
enforcement of compliance there-' senting defendant to make any such 
with, and for the punishment of vio-| application and to obtain such re- | 
lations thereof; lief is expressly reserved by them 
(b) Enabling any of the parties, and is hereby expressly granted. 
to this decree to apply to the Court | State vs. Federal 
at any time for a modification of| Whenever obligations or prohibi- 
this decree in order to conform it to| tions are imposed upon the defend- 
any Act of Congress enacted after’ ants by the laws of any State or by 
the entry of this decree; {rules or regulations made pursuant 
(c) Enabling any consenting de-| thereto, with which the defendants 
fendant to make any application to| by law must comply, the Court, upon 
the Court referred to in any pro-| application of the defendants, or any 
vision of this decree; of them, shall from time to time 
(d) Enabling any of the parties enter orders relieving the defendants 
to this decree to apply to the Court| from compliance with any require- 


after the date of the entry of this! such laws, rules or regulations, and 

decree for any modification thereof; the right of the defendants to make | 
Enabling any consenting de-! such applications and to obtain such | 

fendant to apply to the Court at any! relief is expressly grantéd. 

time more than three years after the| Any application by any party to 





| this Section shall be made in open 
; court upon notice to all of the other | 
| parties to this decree, and each party, | 
‘upon such application, shall have the | 
|right and privilege of requiring the 
time of such application, this de-| production of witnesses upon whose 
cree or any modification thereof, or testimony such apnlication is sought! 
is inappro-|or opposed, and of examining and | 
'cross-examining such witnesses in | 


tion thereof, or to vacate or modify 
any provision thereof, on the ground 
that under the economic or com- 


{or unduly burdensome, regardless of | accordance with the rules of the| 
iwhether or not such economic or! Court. 


| Madison Rd. 


CINCYS 2 NEW 


HOUSES; MORE 
BUILDING 


—_—- -—— 


Cincinnati. Oct. 29. 


The new theatres set for the 
Queen City, the 20th Century on 
in Oakley, and the 
Ridge on Montgomery Rd. in Pleas- 
ant Ridge. Construction work, di- 
rected by F & Y Theatres of Colum- 
bus, to get underway early in the 
week. 20th Century, 1,000-seater, 
will augment the Willis Vance hoeld- 
ings. Vance, today, operates in met- 
ropolitan Cincinnati the Ohio, Eden 
and State. Project will be completed 
around May 1. 


Ridge theatre will have 750 seats, 


the amount to be paid by each such | 
of | 


be permitted reasonable | 


and of the Administrator, | 


~ How Arbitration Setup Works 


National Setup of Boards In 31 Key Cities—Appeal 
Board of 3 in N. Y. 








Settlement of film industry trade, Considerable latitude of the appeal 
| pesemee problems, arising constantly , board members is allowed in in- 
tween theatres and film exchanges! cluding personal inspection of the 
‘has been moved from the long theatres or territory involved. Ex- 
| processes of court action to the ex-| penses shall be borne equally by the 
|peditious routine of arbitration un- disputants. All decisions must be 
|der the terms of the consent decree. |in writing, and at no time shall any 
‘It is anticipated that the national) person, not a party to the action, 
| setup of 31 arbitration boards, one} have any access to the record, testi- 
‘in each exchange city, and an ap- mony or exhibits. Appeal board 


assessed by the Administrator to | peal board of three members, sit-| decisions shall be final and binding. | 


ting in New York, will be function- | 
ing by New Year's. That portion of; 
'the decree which regulates the new | 
‘system of five-picture selling will 
|not become effective until the start, | 
| late next summer, of the 1941-42) 
| selling season. ( 
| As a supplement to the text of resentative who would co-operate 
the consent decree, there was is- with the committee in executing its 
sued by the Department of Justice recommendations. 

the rules and procedures of arbi- SAG board Monday (28) night au- 
tration, to be conducted and super- 
vised by the American Arbitration 
Association, a 20-year-old quasi- 
public group which operates under 
special Federal statutes. Findings 
{of the arbitrators have the full ef- 
| fect of court decisions. 





Extras Beef 


Continued from page 7 











membership on acceptance of the 
report. 

Members of the Council who have 
been particularly active in urging 
autonomy for the atmosphere play- 
ers also claim they have been black- 
| Film industry is thoroughly con-! jisted by Central Casting Corp. and 
'versant with the principles of arbi-| are not being given work calls. They 


tration, which in slightly modified) have asked the Guild to initiate an | 


i|form have twice before been used| unfair labor practice charge before 
jin trade practice disputes. First ef- the National Labor Relations Board 
ifort at self-regulation was through 
,the medium of film boards, com- sued the Guild in an effort to force 
posed of distributor and exhibitor through a by-law amendment per- 


,members. The plan was ruled il-| mitting the extras to vote and have 
| legal in the Federal courts. Subse-| 4 bigger voice in Guild policies. 

quently, during the NRA, local! Because of the big decrease in 
boards were established of industry iin i i. Mamaell .. P} lt ck 
| membership, with an impartial out-;| —* ne =_ ‘ opeiren: 
idee Central general manager, has 


as referee. They, too, were 
outlawed when the blue eagle law 
was declared unconstitutional. 


Out of the Industry 


Under the new decree, arbitration 
will be removed from industry con- 
trol entirely and the umpires will 
be selected exclusively from among 
men who qualify only if they have 
currently, or in the past, no interest 
iin any phase of the film business. 
Parties to a controversy may select 
;any one of 10 arbitrators to be sup- 
plied through the machinery of the 
AAA. 


It is provided that hearings of all 


|sonnel, The first to go were a jani- 
| tor, three clerks and a stenographer. 
It is reported that Harold Melniker, 


of a recent row with extras when it 
was charged he was trying to get 
rid of ‘old-timers,’ is also on the way 
out. 


night after 
Pelton, producer-laber contact, that 
the determination of a poiicy on the 
number of hours to constitute a work 
| week, in conformity with the wage- 


— | tor 


between competing theatres and be- | vestigating the cause of dispute, in-| 


were allowed to name the Guild rep- | 


thorized the referendum of Class B! 


in behalf of Ed Heim, who recently , 


ordered a reduction in bureau per- 


executive assistant and storm center | 


Producers Ass’n announced Monday | 
conference with Fred /! 


hour law, will be vested with indi-| 


'to be completed by March 1. Opera- 
witl be the East Ridge Corp., 
| although the actual persons involved 
remains a secret, check with the sec- 
retary of state showing corporation, 
at present at least, to be dummy. 





Rodgers’ 900-Seater 


St. Louis, Oct. 29. 
The Varsity, 900-seater, newest in 
| the Rodgers Circuit, opened in Car- 
bondale, Ill. George Hayes is man- 
ager. 

George Bizzle rushing to light up 
his new 300-seater in Gondola, D1. 
| New Comet, 980-seater Negro nabe 
in St. Louis, opened. Tommy James 
,is owner. The Laclede, another St. 
| Louis Negro nabe, also lighted. 

S. E. Pirtle, head of the Pirtle Cir- 
| cuit, headquarters in Jerseyville, DL, 
| completed facelifting his house in 
| Carrollton, Il. 

J. F. Jannsen, owner of the Okaw, 
| 330-seater, Findlay, Ill., sold house 
‘to O. T. Weakley, Shelbyville, ML, 
j}and leased a 350-seater in New 
| Baden, Ill., from Fred Hocker. 

| The Fox Ozark Theatres Corp. 
(Fox Midwest) contracted for new 
1,000-seater in Sedalia, Mo. 

The Majestic, 250-seater, Memphis, 
Mo., will be retagged Time, and will 
undergo facelifting by Eben Hayes, 
who owns and operates. 

Robert Cluster, Salem, Ill, will 
ask for bids for a new house to be 
erected in Sandoval, Ill. Town has 
depended on traveling portable talk- 
ers for its once-a-week pix enter- 
tainment. 

F. W. Anderson opened his new 
Times, 450-seater, Morris, Ill. Wil- 
; liam Sheedy manager. 

Facelifting job completed on the 
*Freeport, Freeport, Ill. Joe Bennis 
owner. 

Kenneth Childs expects to open 
his new 750-seater in Jacksonville, 
Il]., about Dec. 1. Childs owns and 
operate the Granada at Streator, IIL 





San Antonio’s First Drive-In 
St. Petersburg, Oct. 29. 
| Sparks theatres circuit is starting 
construction of a new Drive-In 
| theatre here this week. It will have 
a capacity of 500 motor cars. 
House will be on a 20-acre tract 
lat 72nd avenue and Fourth street 
|north. E. J. Sparks states it will be 
ready the first of next year. 





now working 54 to 60 hours weekly 
expressed preference for shorter 
shifts, even if deprived of overtime 
pay. 

Battle for Control 


controveries will take place in the yjqual studios, due to varying condi- | An inter-union fight for control 
arbitration offices in the various ¢igns. Screen Office Employes of 2,000 film workers broke out when 
. 2c rj 20-dav per m ° eg i - ; ae 
cities, within a 30-day period from Guild lost the white-collar election the Building Service Employees In- 
the time a complaint is filed. Dis- 5+ g0th-Fox Monday (28) and will ternational Union initiated a move 
putants may appear personally, Or ge an unfair labor practice com- to oust Ray Finneli as international 
be represented by counsel, and wit- plaint against the studio on the and business representative of the 
nesses must testify under oath. ground 20th’s Studio Office Employes studio group, Finneli nixed a de- 
Awards, or decisions, must be made is a company union. SOEG won the mand to turn over the local records 
| within 30 days after the close of right as bargaining reps at Metro and employed Assemblyman Jack 
arguments, and rulings shall be RKO, Universal. Columbia Repub- | Tenney to fight the case in Superior 


binding 20 days thereafter. 

Fees to be paid to arbitrators will 
be set by the association, in no in- 
stance to exceed $50 per diem. Filing 
costs of $10 for each complaint must 
be paid by the side which loses the 
action. 

That portion of the arbitration 
plan which provides for an appeal 
board of three members, sitting in 
New York, is a departure from the 
usual association routine. Person- 
nel of the board shall be appointed 
iby Judge Henry W. Goddard, and 
‘the qualification are that each mem- 
| ber shall be known for his impar-' on producers for 40-hour weeks, af- 
| tiality and distinction. | fecting technicians and cameramen, 
| An appeal from a local arbitrator | retroactive pay to 1938 when 44-hour 
/must be filed within 20 days after; week was established by law. Will 
|his decision, and a fee of $25 is re-| also be asked for International Pho- 
| quired with the notice of intention. | tographers Local 659. Many lensers 


lic and Walter Wanger. 
Hal Roach vote Nov. 4, 


Board of the Screen Actors Guild 


Workers at 


fective Nov. 15, forbidding radio ap- 
agent, 


tion of Radio Artists. Members of 
Artists Managers Guild are expected 
to apply en masse for AFRA licens- 
ing. 

Heads of IATSE studio locals an- 
nounced that demands will be made 


Monday night (28) issued a ukase ef- | 


pearance of its members unless the! 
representing the performer, | 
is franchised by American Federa- | 


court. Finneli claims move is one 
by International to grab local auton- 
omy away from group so it can cole 
lect dues from hundreds of new 
members expected to affiliate as re- 
sult of drive by AFL. 

The Producers have taken under 
advisement demands of the Screen 
|Set Designers for a five-day week 
and wage increase from $1.70 per 
hour to $2.25 per hour. The Designe 
ers also are asking for elimination 
of a clause in current contract proe 
viding for a 10% request membere 
Ship by the Producers. There has 
been some talk that if the Producers 
veto their demands the Designers 
will affiliate with Moving Picture 
| Painters Local 644, which is now 
demanding substantial pay tilts for 
| the title artists and scenic artists, 
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To Aggie, H'wood Producers Look Advance Production Chart 
Like They Created the World, Not Pix (Contin from page 2 _—=~=«* Gal, Cen: Bele Davin, Hebert Masta, me 








‘ Stephenson, Sonder aard, Dav 

Melvin Lang, Earle Hodgins, Karl Hackett, Dick Alex- |) acter. Tetsu Komai, ceria Fung. . vid Nev ell, Bruce 

| B Joe Laurie Jr. ander, George Humbert, : , HONE ¥MOON FOR THREE, comedy: inte ie 
' y ’ DARK SAREETS— OF ¢ AIRO, meller; asso. prod., Henry Blanke: dir. Lloy d Bacon; original Allen SG, 
Joseph G. S.antord; dir., Leslie Kardos; orig. screen play, | and George Haight; screen play, Earl Baldwin and 
a Alex Gottlieb: camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Sigrid Phil Epstein; camera, Ernest Haller Cost: and 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. Gurie. Barbara O'Neill, Ralph Byrd, Edaie Quillan, Rod Brent. Osa Massen, Charles Ruggles. J ote eo - ge 

| . « ¢ > vmMon 


Dear Lefty: LaRoque Wi : 
eft; Roque. : : = ey soe illiam T. Orr, Lee Patrick, Johnn 
Received your letter and glad to hear that you are well] and that busi- BURY ME NOT ON THE LONE PRAIRIE, wesiern; FOUR MOTHERS, ddemuns ans: an gg sl Blanke: 


mess has picked up a little. It was a great idea on your part to double- asso, prod., Joseph G. Stantora: dir., Ray Taylor; orig. dir., William Keighley; screen play, Steuhen 


feature ‘Brigham Young’ and ‘Boom Town.’ I've been very busy here scte¢ play, Sherman Lowe; camera, Jer me Ash. Cast: | house Avery; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: P; More. 
attending to Junior. cae ae eo Fuzzy Night. Nell wh ed P: Lane, Rosemary Lane, Lola Lane, Gale Pave. C laude : 

I've been on the lot every day to see that they don't put anything over areal a =e Tay Ga ae pres ohn po wd Soaked Waar | Rains, May Robson, Jeffry Lynn, Frank McHugh, Exdie ) 
on us. I met the other kids in the picture and their mothers, and I coulda aaa Codeat aan P a. pl: v, John Mex han: camera, Ru- Albert, Dick Foran, Vera os ae ee ee 
done without either. The kids look like they were prematurely young golph) Mate. Cast: Marlene Dietrich, John Wayne, Rabert Fellows: dir.. Michael Curtis: orig eee eee 


, ‘ ie 7s > '\ ‘er 2 ymily tir ‘ ha er Sac “ ‘raw fo scar ce ‘ay 
and the women are the gabbiest set of hens I've ever met. The ( nly red Mischa, Aver, Brodei ck Crawford, Oscar Homolka, | popert Buckner: camera, Sol Polito. Cast: Errol F! “ n 
they’re silent is when somebody asks who is the oldest. They all got mink Albert Dekker, Anna Lee Olivia de Havilland, Raymond Massey. R ld a 
coats and handle them as if they were lumber jackets. MOONLIGHT IN THE TROPICS, formerly CARIB- | winliom Orr. Alan Hale, Guinn Williams oo ? 
The kid that’s playing the Jead in the picture is Fred Hilly. He can't BEAN HOLIDAY, formerly CARIBBEAN NIGHTS, | ONeill, Van Heflin, Allan Baxter, John Litel Henry 
act at all, but I think he’s related to the producer. I tried to get it out of MUSICA’: asso. PrOG., Leonard Spigelgass: dir., Joseph Olsen, William Lancia. David Bruce, Frank Wile: x, 
his mother, but she is as close-mouthed as a steam shovel and digs up as A. McDonough. screen play, € tarles Grayson: cam-| william Marshall, George Haywood. 


rs 2h Talan > Yet . s< Yivoinic 
much dirt. She always has a look on her face that you can pour over a TecKy se - yg ig pe cei MEET JOHN DOE, drama; Frank Capra-Robert Ris- 
waffle. I had a talk with Mr. McNamarra and he told me not to Worry; melodrama: asso. pt rod., ‘Ben Pivar: dir., Fred Frank; | ae premnesan: , : roan Capra; orig., Richard Con- 
he was sure that Junior would steal the picture, but you can't believe any- orig, story by Sam Robins; — n vlay, Alex Gottlieb; | Co i Lay ~ play, — — Frank Capra. My les 
body in pictures, not even after you see them on the screen. I wanted camera, Charles Von Enge r. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Bechara ‘gianeyek dead hamid, Wa os ty 
to talk to the producer. but he is harder to get to than a fence in a con- Devine, Dorothy Lovett, Jack Arnold. Gus Schilling, | Jamec Gleason. Rod LaRocque, Gr anville Bates. p a 
centration camp. Huh Huntley, Dora Clemant, Frank Mitchell, Roger) watkins, Henry O'Neill Wasetn tirmer. Pat FI Reet 
He walks around the lot looking like he knows so much it makes him Haliday. | Ann Doran. — ore ° ‘anerty, 


: ; . : ‘ . ° ” 7? >sterv lo: ss eet 
unhappy. He gives you the impression that he-could have iade the world WHO KIT. LED > sg ROBIN®, mystery mel + BEED., HIGH 
: ; - prod.. Ben Pivar: dir. —_ in Rawlins: orig., Larry Rhine, 


ree days and rested from the fourth to the seventh. He hasn't said . . 
in - ee f ays and “¥ ~ fro e fourth t y ons like | . : rll Ben Chapman; screenplay. Larry Rhine, Ben Chapman, 
anything to me that I should get mad at, but 1 Just dont like him anc 1 Maxwell Shane: camera Re tl Cortez. Cast: Richard 


SIERRA, drama; asso. prod., Mark Hellincer: 
dir., Raoul Walsh; story by W. R. Burnett: screen play 
John Huston and W. R. Burnett; camera, Tony Gaudio. 


! "eas , ; a a Cast: Ht hrev Bogart supi Jo: frooks 
find a reason yet. , , Arlen, Andy Devine, Jeanne Kelly, Edward Brophy, Curtis, "Alber ge rig ‘io hc iH. eset 
They have a school on the lot which Junior has to go to and he likes it Vince Barnett, Richard Carle, Tom Dugan, Andrew | ravers Henry Hull. Willie Best ’ — cain 
very much. He had to write a composition the other day about astronomy, Tombes. I ADY WITH THE RED H AIR drama; asso. prod 
af u 4 é ° < a; ass rod., 


so I helped him with it. Today he came over to me and said, ‘Ma, we got SAN FRANCISCO DOCKS, drama; asso. prod., Mar-) pamund Grainver: dir Kurt Bernhardt: sereen plo. 
a D.’ I couldn't tell him when I was a kid I was too busy doing 5 shows shall Grant; dir., Arthur Lubin; orig. screenplay. Stan- | milton Krims, Charles Kenyon: camera eter Psat, 
a day to be studying the stars. The only time I ever looked up towards Hd Rubin and Edmund L. Hartman. Cast: nereens Cast: Mariam Hovkins, Claude Rains, Richard Ainlev. 
the sky was to see if it was gonna rain. a nee tadvei Barry Fitzgerald, Raymonc Laura Hone Crews, Mona Barrie, Helen Westley. 
They told me that I oughta get a press agent for Junior, but I am going |) *0UM “0 achalasia , | Helene Millard, Fritz Leiber, Cornel Wilde, Halliwell 
tc go around to the newspaper offices myself and save that money. I | : - Pictures in Production Hobbes. : 
certainly can tell the picture columnists things about Junior much better THE BANK DICK, comedy; dir. Edward F, Cline;| | ALWAYS A BRIDE, formerly SO THEY WERE 
than a press agent. I wish you would send me a list of the fellows you 2° writing credits; camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: W. , WED. comedy: asso. prod., William Jacobs: dir. Nocl 
know on th om a rs here: you must know all of ’em because when vou . Fields, Franklin Pangborn, Shemp Howard, Russell Smith; screenniny, Robert Kent; camera, Charles 
: OF The HS WepePess NSS, FOU as, aww & , 7 J Hicks, Grady Sutton, Harlan Briggs, Bill Wolf, Nora Schoenbaum. Cast: Rosemary Lane, Georcve Reeves. 


used to come home stewed you always sed you were out with important | Go¢j] Emmett Vozan. Virginia Brissac. Frencis Pierlot, John Eldridge, Oscar 
newspapermen. RIDERS OF DEATH VALLEY, serial: asso. prod.,| O’Shea. Ferris Taylor, = 
Everybody speaks in big figures out here, even the comedians say, ‘I Henry MacRae: dirs., Ford Beebe and Ray Taylor; SOUTH OF SUEZ, drama: asso. prod., Bryan Fov: 
handed ’em a million laughs.’ We're living in a furnished apartment and screen play. Sherman Lowe, Basil Dickey, George H.) dir.. Lou Seiler; screen plav, Barry Trivers and Michael 
it’s very nice, but I sure miss our little home. I'll bet you have the place Plympton, Jack O'Donnell; camera, Jerome Ash, Cast: Hogan: camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: George Bre 
looking like Rice & Prevost rehearsed in it. Dick Foran. Charles Bickford. we Carrillo, Buck Jones, er ne hg ec beng soon we gy James Stephen- 
That's a} é ‘ sa: eka ; = . s Tie ar Jeanne Kelly. ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Noah Beery, Jr.,| son. Georve Tobins, Miles Mander, Charles Irw n. 
That’s about all I can tell you right now. Give my best to Vie and Monte Blue. William Hall. SHE COULDN'T SAY NO. comedy: asso. prod... Wil- 


lorence and ta sare of yourself. You'll find the bi-carbonate on the - : *y raitags (i 
Florence take ¢ ¢ ‘ . wv : ' TRAIL OF THE VIGILANTES, western: asso. prod.,| liam Jacobs: dir.. William Clemens; screenplay. Earl 
shelf in the kitchen. Love and kisses to you from Junior and your , 


dir., Allan Dw an: screenplay, E. E. Paramore: camera, Paldwin and Charles Gravson: camera, Ted McCo: 


“ Aggie. Joseph Valentine. Cast: Franchot Tone, Broderick | Cast: Roger Pryor, Eve Arden, Cliff Edwards 
P.S.—Emil Freedlander sez, ‘When a woman wants a man to listen tO) Crawford a Auer, — Devine, Peggy Moran, “i — 
reason she means she wants him to listen to her. Warren William. Porter Hall, Ec imund MacDonald, Warner Pictures in Production 


= _ sites . “‘harlae Troan] les > Waerw Cord ow ¢ . 2 : " 
Charles Trowbridge, Paul Fix, Harry Cording, Max TRIAL AND ERROR, meller; asso. prod., Edmund 


the American Federation of Labor | Wegner Grainger: dir., Vincent Sherman; screenplay, Robert . 
2 TVWIS > y y - r: asso . 7 ,oaliv: : Be ee e § “ 
CANDY BUTCHERS’ 2D and under recognition granted a year : ab IBLE pre er mt or ; . —— < Be os gd Rosson, Bat rv Trivers: camera, James Van Trees. Cast: 
P dwar ‘rland: orig fica May : rt | op ‘ ie a atias te ‘ 
. ago its members were employed un- er. Edward sutneriand. Orig. DY _ 7 ee Ae Thomas Mitchell, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn 
: : . . P : 7 Siodmak: screenplay, Robert Lees. Fred Rinaldo, Ger- | CARNIVAI drama: asso yrod Harlan Tho ys ° 
der contract in all theatres excepting , } * a ies ee “act: Jo} se ‘ Aa, Grama, ASSO. | *s arhan mpson; 
; ‘s The I t b trude Purcell: camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: John} qjr Ray Enright: screenplay, Fred Niblo. Jr... and 
,0EW S. 1e Loew circult uses canay larry ) mY lireini: “uce ’ * : ore _ ee ms 2 oo Me ~ Made Sle ee 
Ss. if indy Barrymore, John Howard, Virginia Bruce, Charle Zarry Trivers: camera, Sid Hickox. Cast: Sylvia Sid- 





ei a ia a a sellers and cletas who are affiliated tuggles, Oscar Homolko. | nev, Humphrey Bogart. Eadie Albert. 
he Amusement Clerks & once: with the CIO. Presumption is that nna | FOOTSTEPS IN THE DARK, comedy drama: asso 
sionaire Employes Union, Local) there will be no change there. Warners prod., Robert Lord; dir.. Lloyd Bacon: no writing 
1,115C, has advised the theatre oper- siaeepinibicaniamiaieiaaiaa credits; camera, Ernie Haller. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
ators of Greater New York that it —AND I'LL GO MINE | ee ee et ee ee eee Se iat 
wishes to negotiate a second year’s Hollywood, Oct. 29. | Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ro Be —" Ale . Jen! +4 Lucille Watkins, . 
: ae . ‘ oo em ta 3 - ’ ps ° . : N rRAW BERRY BLONDE, comedy drama: asso. proa 
Someraet COVETINS candy butchers, Katharine Brush sold her comedy ised pleted ms “—— ee | William Cagney: dir., Reoul Walsh; no writing credits 
ete. Circuits and individual theatre | drama, ‘You Go Your Way,’ to Para- Studio pass . 48 16 - ' = | camera, James Wong Howe, Cast: James Cagney 
operators have been asked to ad-| mount. to be produced and directed Capra-Riskin .. 1 : : 0 1 | Olivia DeHavilland. Rita Hayworth, George Tobias, 
vise the union concerning negotia- py Edward H. Griffith in March. aay F Bs pts ins ns sis Jack Carson AI: n Hal ' , 
tions for a renewal. Claudette Colbert is pencilled for Totals 50 17 5 18 31 THE CASE OF THE BLACK PARROT, myster\ 
The Clerks’ union is affiliated with , the top role. wa eae Ls) say awaiting reledee: asso, prod., William Jacobs; dir., Noel Smith: no writ- 
Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release ing credit: camera, Ted McCord. Cast: William Lundi- 
= ee So en THE LETTER, drama: prod., Robert Lord; dir.. Wil- | gan, Maris Wrixon., Luli Deste. Eddie Foy, Jr., Paul 
<hr nro RR a aimee tecnico aa * cro tncwcateimmnenmorencounanaet snvanaviasuinnnuensins & liam Wyler: original, Somerset Maugham; camera, Tony’ Cavanaugh, Emorv Parnell Joseph Crehan 


New York Theatres i ee es ~ sets o show @ Kancas Indies’ New Ass'n 
ne ae, POR . ee N. Z Fair oncration, a profit of $60.000 to $80.- ° 
aa aaa a eta | 0%) being indicated for the "40 sea- Is Fast Taking Shape 


Continued from page 2 " 
sO 


| Charlie Chaplin The Great. DICTATOR man to attend, both reputedly be- Start on tearing down buiidings on | 





tape snreacons 


et aad tlaliealdhadalluaitialiand 


} ——_ ——— 


‘ 
ii 


Kansas Citv, Oct. 29 


| inaced Shra Unites ing absent campaigning for Roose- the F Fe agg ite began Mondav. with R , 
i : - > Bal y ‘ > VW in | ecently started K; nsas @: de- 
| e . ASTOR, Broadway & 45th. Street It Just as well because there the Venezue! ita Coen a ve ; ansa i 
| CAPIroL, Broadway & Sist St. Seats on Sale for Today’s Mat. } — ly Seabee 1] , 5 j 1 eM xe sigg st — : = pendent Theatre Owners Assi is 
duped xt “2 jearlv y ing nN al > she rn sOnre A! emoe- 
Continuous performances. Poors open Reserved seats Ma at > iSe to | Were Hears, en - oe moli d it «+ hou Also demo now acting under a temporary setup 


A ° 
10 A.M, Tic before 5 P.M. (Saturday $1.10. Eves. at 8:45. $1. io to $2.20. || about the Court of Peace in the lition started on the Railroad Build- 
Sunday and Holiday Before 32 P.M.) Fixtra Mid. show Sat. & 6 P.M _ sun. | ; , 
$1.10 afterwards. Midnite Show Every (also Sat., Sun. & Hol. Mats.) 7bc to 1} ti) 1. a ’ : acting president. Merle Swanke, 
Nite. Tax Included. $1.65. Tax Includ ed. }}| were slated. buildings expected finished by the | stock; , ith PR } agen 
— —— ener Crowd took on the aspect of New “1 of N , ; stockton, v.p., with Ralph Larned, 
= ————— v KE aspec "Wend of Nover r Z ao 
‘ eng © vember. of La Crosse, as secretary, and Mrs 


; Year's Eve celebrants in their search , > 

SWAY & : : ; , Kay Blair, of Belleville, as treasurer 

RKO PALAC 47th St |} RADIO ™~ for souvenirs and desire to see the ‘ : P rete 

: crry Wasa : er See Following organization meeting 
Flushing Meadows show appropri- 


I Y 1 Stock : a99 MoI 
Week Beginning Thursday, Oct. 3 ately farewelled. Celebration con- Can nes Is Ga yY Sn ee, eroup i ' 


66 99 Ol ae ae pin Mintel ig seal o cently held convention in Hays. : 
JAMES CAGNEY tinued we 1 past a = ial hour fo1 Continued from page 2 new meeting will be eld 
ANN SHERIDAN rs annals Monday was open to Abilene, Nov. 4. Movement began 


; : visit , Wishing 1e more glimpse, | are flourishing d night clubs are|........ 
“CITY for CONQUEST”’ . a $92 ne agora ge a 4 ian vent “i e7 i * : Pe be , WwW Cact n ena of state as rh té 


“iets ; - se : ; with H. F. Strowig, Abilene exhib. as 
afternoon when the finale e€xcrcisess ing with bulk of tea ing out fair 









































































Spectacular Stage Productions ' ' se ary ano - ee ee a Manabi ituations are mos 
a a a . took advantage of the offe1 All ald Among those there are Raimu ’ . . — ida 
i Lj . 4 » 4 ] ‘ Le > trolled 
HUGH HERBERT money went to Red Cross Pierre Fresnay, Maurice Chevalier When « ! eted 
10] rganization } ea 
é 9 mes Rose’s $1,523,483 Gross Dannielle Darrieux and Mistinguet or , ma) : iene Sa ' 
‘SLIGHTLY TEMPTED _ PARAMOUNT :::::. ee © epilecervepcra roup will make iis aim to work 
HELD OVER 3RD WEEK Biggest boxoffice attraction on the Laval May Switch Things in close cooperation » already 
* = i 
“ARISE MY Iu Person Great White Wavy again was Billv Ni lifficulty was encountered in formed Kansas-Missouri Indepencent 
. LOVE” Frances Rose’s Aquacade, ; in 1939. Show making ‘Seven Nichts.’ Miss Mo in Theatre Owners association. 
| LANGFORD erossetl $1.593.483. in plavin: iit treme withan then Crean es 
« with JON HALL ; piaving to : m it r the G an or tie —— ~- — 
. — « Claudette Tommy 3,172,276 paid admissions this sea-| Vichy Government, alihougsh = she 
“KNUTE ROCKNE . COLBERT Reynolds Ore. son, which covered 641 perform- fears the current agreement between 
‘ ay nme omo cent : 2 : sale + 
AT L AMERICAN” + Midnite Screen Shows ances. Aquacade was seen by 8,572.- Hitler and Laval, negotiated last 
AL 4 afi » . ste ¢ & oa eee 780 paying customers 2uring the two week, may considerably chance the 
Starrins - - years situation, Cannes is in the unoccu- 
FAY Veen © GALE PAGE ar 4 aay sD gach eee arta 
A New Warner Bros, Hit HELD OVER American Jubilee’ was the next pled area of France and when Miss 
' larvac ’ " . More: . iia , 
ines a V largest grosser but wound up in the Morgan left plans were going for- You need i 
, ’ plan: Z0ing not be obligated b 
WOODY HERMAN a. ong oyage red for the season although the Fair, ward, she said, for erection of an a lease at The M ; y 
i, ST LATE T which operated it, considered it a bie additional studio. French film in- e ayflower— 
RAND rieM ome success because helping the midway. dustry prior to the war had been cheerful modern rooms and 
4 Way & 47 St. NEPELY ho nter Wonderland is report almost wholly concentrated Nic suites by th 
- UNITED R en t onc is reported to almost wholly concentrated in Nice. y the month—or longer 
— : od ——n " ARTIST IVOLI ot 49th St. h wile shown a pl -ofit on the year s Oop- Miss Morgan was broucht to thi s if desired. 
LOEW'S Doors Open 9 30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS J ration. Figures not available on country by RKO and is pacied for 
j Starts Thur., Oct. 31 — ' Gay New Orleans or Hall of Music.'two pictures a year for two vears 
i ce ~ | because of separate contracts held This is her first vi t] : wi 
i um — In Person RIDE ON. TIM rea separate ntracts helc nis is her first visit to the country, 
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CBS 11 PM. SHOWCASE HOUR 





CIVING UNTIL IT HURTS 


+ 


Radio is giving away big this season, It has a pot of gold 
demanding nothing of the winner save that he wait by the tele- 
phone for the lucky call. It presents an airplane once a week to! 
the composer of the snappiest—or sappiest—fifth line to a four- 
line jingle. All this is on top of theatrical careers, carving sets, 
wrist watches, diamond rings and trips to Bermuda which are 
also being given away. Two dozen quiz shows give away 
dollars, pencils, White Rose groceries, tickets to any Loew’s 
theatre, encyclopedias and waterless cookers, 


Now comes Ruthrautf & Ryan, advocates of bigger premiums 
and less production, with a lollipop for the 1l-year-old men- 
tality entitled ‘Your Dream Has Come True.’ It is heard Sun- 
days at 5:30 p.m. on 38 NBC red stations out of Chicago. 





This Good Fairy frolic probably comes under the heading of 
good radio and bad broadcasting. It fosters superstition, it | 
exploits human emotions, it plays around with the granting ot 





prayers, a task heretofore thought reserved for the Deity. The’ for name band pickups. The depart- 
vitamin-laden Quaker |ment figures that this sort of pro- 
The program | gram scheduling would prove par- | 

| ticularly handy in the event the net- 
| works failed to close a music licens- 
jing 
| American 


whole purpose is to get health-giving, 
Oats into the stomachs of the underprivileged. 
may thus do something for their bodies, but not much for their 
minds. 


A program that promulgates the idea that if you want some- | 
thing, 
it to you, is a bit astonishing. After the astonishment some) 
doubts mav be raised as to whether such programs are making | 


it impossible to raise an intelligent race of people. 


Radio has been declared offside before now in attempting to 
take its microphones into courtrooms and to the scene of the) 
crime. ‘his also recalls a masterpiece of bad taste out in Ore-| 
gon when a radio station gave a detailed description of the| 
fishing from a nearby river of the victims of a canoe accident. | 

Human emotion is always gripping, always interesting, and 
there is always a temptation to exploit it rather than create it. | 
Before radio’s comparatively minor and oceasional violations 
of taste began to be noted, there were the monstrous perver- 
sions of the yellow press. And a gal who killed her husband in 


just ask for it and maybe—no guarantees—radio will give | ¢. 








NIGHTLY SPOT WLAW in Lawrence May Play 


FOR AUDITIONS 


Columbia Would Continue 
the ‘Forecast’ Idea on 
Regular. Basis — Foresee 
Profitable Possibilities — 
Also Would Offset Dance 
Remotes at Late Hour 








ASCAP ALTERNATIVE 


os 
The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem’s program department is working 
on a plan for devoting the nightly 11 
to 12 o'clock period to studio pro- 
duced programs of variety, dramatic 
and novelty types as replacements 


contract by Jan. 
Society of 
Authors and Publishers, 
The network’s program department 
els that, with the rest of its sched- 


ule pretty well sold out, CBS should 


with the 
Composers, 





turn its development attention to this 


| late marginal hour. With the proper | 
| programing and general nursing the | 
| 11 to midnight segment might prove, 


reasons the program department, a} 
worthwhile by-product. What the | 
department would like to do especial- | 


ly is to continue in this spot the idea | Friday (1) 
which was materialized in the “Fore- | filiated list of a group of 14 stations | 


cast’ series of the past summer. 
Though not one of these ‘Forecast’ 
programs has been sold in date, the | 
CBS program department is confi- | 
dent that, outside of the prestige and | 


listener interest which these shows | 


created for the network, the effort 
was a step in the right direction and 
that the time is not far off when 
such a showcase will be able to pro- 


Chicago a decade ago was booked for a week in a State Street | duce pay dirt. 


| 
theatre. 


Columbia’s program department is 


}also being actuated in this direction 
| by the personnel angle. 


The depart- 


The point about radio is that it has a bigger responsibility |ment is loaded down with capable 


than newspapers and theatres, 
romise and the guarantor of a better future, Programs that | 
toster a breed of phoney contestants, that encourage thousands | 
and perhaps millions to devote themselves to buildin 

story dramatic enough to pass a ‘committee of well wishers,’ 
with an eye out for the listenability values rather than the| 


human needs, is charging into the bogs of social welfare work. | 


rary 


There will have to be a sobering up sooner or later. Radio| 
will have to get back to entertainment. The binge of give-| 
aways, and prizes, and audience participations, and granting of | 


wishes and trips, and two weeks in a theatrical unit, can go just | 


o ° . a . | 
so far. Beyond that lies the possibility that these cynical—and | 
crude—merchandizing stunts will boomerang against the| 
medium. Only let there be a 10% growth of doubt in the| 


integrity of radio programs and 
be transitory. 


CENL MOTORS | ° 
IN RADIO MOOD 


the results will not necessarily 


DONALD COOK DIRECTS 


Over ‘Short, 
For Final Weeks 


Takes Short 


Story’ 


Donald Cook, legit and film actor 
is now directing Campbell soup’'s 
three-a-week series, ‘Short, Short 
Story,’ which is slated to remain on 
the air six more weeks. It’s his 
first radio direction assignment. 


oe 3 Diana Bourbon supervises the pro- 
a ; , 7 
n institutional show this fall. It [gram for the Ward Wheelock 


has been giving an ear to the Wil- | agency. 
liam Morris office's presentation of| Cook 


General Motors is interested in re- 
turning to one of the networks with 


succeeds George Zachary, 


| vacationing 


there are hardly any open spots 
available for sustaining purposes up 
to 10:30 or 11 p. m., there’s the prob- 


up aj|lem of carrying them on the payroll 


until next spring or summer, when 
or exiting advertisers 
will again make the service of these 


| producers again necessary. 


| 
| 


| until all the contracts are in. 


Radio is, or ~~ to be, the and expensive producers, and, since | 


| 


‘ ‘ | Stevens and for CBS, Betty Wason. 
Kd Chester So far the webs have had to get 
a ey, all ] 4 | their coverage of the Greek-Italian 


Part in CBS-WEEI Negotiations 


+ —_-___-—_-__ 





Raps = A Spielers Station WLAW in Lawrence, Mass., 
which is slated to join the Columbia 
Broadcasting System on Nov. 17 may 
prove an important factor in any 
negotiations that the network may 
enter into with the Edison Electrie 
Illuminating Co. of Boston for the 
renewal of the lease on WEEI. NBC 
had also bid for WLAW’'s affiliation 
with the idea of having it attached 
to the blue link when WBZ, Boston, 
switched to the red network, but 
Columbia’s proposition snagged the 
contract. 


WLAW is on 680 ke and although 
licensed for 1,000 watts (daytime) it 
is eligible for a boost to 5,000 watts. 
Under its lease with the Edison Co. 
of Boston Columbia has had to pay 
$219,000 a year just for the equip- 
ment at hand and the WEEI fran- 


Milwaukee, Oct. 29. 

New York radio spielers came 
in for a none too gentle panning 
from Lew Valentine when he 
assembled and addressed the en- 
tire staff of WTMJ announcers 
who are assisting him in a series 
of five Monday night ‘Dr. I. Q’ 
broadcasts from the stage of the 
Wisconsin theatre. 


‘The worst announcers I've 
had,’ he told the local boys ‘were 
the men I used in New York 
City. 

‘They were so impressed with 
themselves that they caressed 
every syllable they spoke. I 
don’t want that! All I want is 
for you to say ‘Doctor, I have a 
lady—’—and don’t croon it!’ 











chise. The circumstances surround- 


| ing the deal at the time were such 
as to leave CBS no alternative but 
to pay the price asked by the Edison 
Co. Since then this rental figure 
14 ST A T | () NS has been a touchy item for Columbia. 


By being on 680 kc WLAW is also 
eligible for Class A under the re- 
allocation plan, which means any 
where from 25,000 to 50,000 watts. 
Only fly in the ointment here is that 
WPTF, Raleigh, also on this wave- 
| length, has already received a nod 

cee | for 50,000 from the Federal Com- 
munications Commision and there 
is doubt whether the FCC will grant 
50,000 watts to another station lo- 

.4,| cated likewise on the Atlantic sea- 
Bill | board. 


NBC proposes to announce this{| 
the addition to its af-| 


scattered through the south. 
Merryman, of its stations relations 
department, has been working on 


this assignment for the past several | 

months. GREECE HARD 
A number of the stations in this| 

group have not as yet signatured| 


their contracts and the network has| 
decided to hold off releasing the list 
DR. PEPPER ACCOUNT | BY AIR 
TO BENTON & BOWLES 
ae | None of the networks had by 


Benton & Bowles has added the press time yesterday (Tuesday) been 
Dr. Pepper beverage account to its | apnie to bring any broadcasts out of 
list. It was brought into the agency | Athens. NBC and Columbia each 
by Atherton Hobler and Ted Huston. | hag a string correspondent in the 

Account was previously with the | Greek capital but the webs haven't 
Dallas office of Tracy-Locks-Dawson. | heen able even to get in touch with 
For NBC it’s Edmund 








| 
} 
| 
} 


them. 


clash by way of Beigrade, Ankara 
° cy and Bucharest. It is assumed that 
T of A the reason Stevens and Miss Wason 
hl rp ane Our mericas haven't been able to clear broad- 
casts is that the facilities are tied 
ee up by diplomatic demands 
William S. Paley will head a Co-| traveling with it and on previous 
lumbia Broadcasting System party "Title given Veit te Clit ta toe Id ‘Alice Blair’ of Radio 
making hi oe tour gga rector of Broadcasting to Foreign Getting a Picture Break 
South America next montn Be- | Countries. His chief assignmen 
sides the CBS prez and his wife the, will be to direct the programs of Rosemary De Camp Cc vast radio 
siReiianaaiias ah ™ camposed of Pau]| CBS’ two 50,000-watter shortwavers, | actre who ha replaced Viar- 
entourage WwW be comfy € t | now under constructio1 at Brent- Scot 7 the titl = P The 
White of the ne Ks new wood, L. I Cheser’s title th the! Career of Alice Blair.’ » mak 
and public events operations, and| AP was head of the Latin-American! ing her film debut in Miss Scott’s 
Edmund Chester, who has been) division new picture ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ 
brought in from the Associated is which Richard Rowland is producing 
Press to direct CBS’ Latin-American “i for United State Mi Scott made 
broadcasts Party ae ond Lou Golan President Of her final appearance on the Oct 18 
and will return to the State ‘Alice Blair paige nettle ae : 
ple days before. Christmas. B & Th ( pe ep gy Ag = # ccna 
All hops will be by plane. The rown omas UO. gl le atl tnt 
itinerary will first take the four- A - Rome a i pr Hire leet Papen 
some down the west coast of South Chieae Oct. 29 0 utvede.. i * pi nae i OE 
America. After Columbia, Ecuador, czy 259, VUCt. “ was not regarded as photogenic. 
Peru and Chili have been visited, Lou Golan, Chicago park commis- However, Miss Scott, who likewise 


a Metro studio show with the price | Who sailed two weeks ago on a Ca-} 


ribbean cruise. Paul Stewart, who 


set for this being $20,000 on the 

basis of an hour's running time. ito the Coast for a part in the Orson 
Campbell-Ewald, agency on the/| Welles picture, ‘Citizen Kane,’ for 

institutional end of the GM account, RKO. 

has talked to the NBC-red about the | 

availability of an hour and it’s now | 


Veteran, Aged Nine 


taking the quest up with Columbia. Buffalo, Oct. 29. 
GM hasn’t had an institutional pro-| Doing 15-minute sustainer weekly 
gram since just before the opening °n municipally owned WSVS is Pa- 
of the New York World’s Fair. It/ tricia Stolz, fifth grade pupil, who 
IS estimated that over $4,000,000 of sings hymns and accompanies herself 
the motor combine’s institutional ap-| at piano. 
Propriations went into the Fair’s Fu-| She’s nine. 


| Has been on air three 
turama and other exhibits, | years. 


| previously directed the show, went | 


the Columbia junketeers will come 
up the east coast and make stops 
at Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela, 

Makes the first time that Colum- 
bia has undertaken one of these ela- 


borate goodwill tours of the lower 
Americas NBC has been going 
strongly at this sort of thing for the 
past several years. An outstanding 
example of it and of recent vintage 
was the concert tour of Arturo Tos- 
canini and the NBC symphony or- 
chestra. John F. Royal, NBC v.p., 
preceded the Toscanini party to 
|South America and aiso did much 


had trouble for the same reason, ar- 
ranged to get Miss De Camp another 
test and a small! part in ‘Miss 


sioner and former v.p. for Schenley 
whiskey in Chicago, has been named 
chief of the Brown & Thomas ad- 


315 hop? 


vertising agency which is opening Charleton W. Alsop, who recently 
local offices. Golan is listed as prexy married Miss Scott. remains as di- 


of the Chicago firm. Stanley Brown, 
president of the New York company, 
ll be chairman of the board of 
directors of the Chicago company. 


rector of ‘Alice Blair.’ 


E. Katz Reps WKRC 


WKRC, Cincinnati, has turned over 
national representation to 
the Eugene Katz agency. 
Becomes effective Nov. 1. 


@ereetee 


wi 


Golan had been in the liquor dis- 
tribution field since the repeal of 
prohibition and since leaving Schen- 
ley had headed his drink- 
ables distrib firm known as Liquor 
Products Company. | 


own sale 


a ae 


safeties Ha a 


ia deity alah 
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Dramatic Method of Presentation 
Of Trade Problems Successfully 
Put Over at A.A. by CBS Players 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


White Sulphur Springs, Oct. 29. | 

Last week’s convention here of the 
Association of National Advertisers 
was marked by the use of a drama-| 
tized presentation of one of the) 
most complex subjects before the 
membership—the consumer move- 
ment. As staged by Earl DeGill, of 
the Columbia Broadcasting System | 
and a company of professionals 
brought here for the occasion the | 
presentation was in the form of ao 
supposed rehearsal of a supposed 
broadcast. Running about 70 min- 
utes the Gombination of actors, 
sound effects expert and director in 
action may well be the most pre- 
tentious employment to date of the 
methods of showmanship to dress 
up, dramatize and tie together in one 
package the salients of a trade is- 
sue for the benefit of a trade gather- 
ing. 

What CBS did was to put into 
dialog and action a mass of sta- 
tistical and other data on the con- 
sumer movement which the A.N.A. 
itself had collected. The vast extent 
of this material made its presenta- 
tion as a read report or speech im- 
practical. Broken up into a running 
script with half a dozen radio troup- 
ers to color it with interpretation 
and characterization the unpalatable 
became digestible at one sitting. The 
radio-like presentation unquestion- 
ably was a hit with the member- 
ship. 


} 
i] 
| 
} 
| 





‘The text of the consumer playlet 
as of the talks made later in the) 
morning by Otis L. Wiese, editor of 
McCall’s; G. S. McMillan, secretary | 
of the A.N.A., and George Gallup, | 
of Young & Rubicam, are not quot- | 
able. (Which cramps Variety’s style | 
badly!) Some of the amusing trade 
gags were more than anything else | 
what savoured and saved the pre-| 
sensation from being dull, as it could | 
early have been, 


Lightened Convention 


Radio played a conspicuous part 
in lightening the convention gener- 
ally. Reggie Scheubel, of the Biow 
agency, sent down Wahl’s ‘Take It 
Or Leave It’ quiz with Bob Hawk; 
Abe Schecter, of NBC, set up a two- 
way European broadcast, while Wilf 
Roberts, of the same web, had a 
bunch of entertainers down to pro- 


vide the ‘Ad-Ribbers Revue,’ now 
an annual A.N.A. event. 
In the ‘closed meetings’ of the 


first day D. P. Smelser, of Procter 
& Gamble, and Al Lehmann, of the 





Cooperative Analysis of Broadcast- 
ing, led a discussion of radio pro-| 
gram popularity checking. Prob- 
lem-wise radio was not conspicuous 
on the agenda of 


the effect on business if war should 
come for another obscured all else. 

In a four media forum, an A.N.A. 
innovation that was only partly suc- 
cessful, Grove Patterson, editor of 


the Toledo Blade, spoke for news-| 


papers; George Wharton Pepper 
spoke for the posters; Mark Ether- 
idge, of WHAS, Louisville, spoke 
for broadcasting, and Roy Larsen 
spoke for magazines, 


Del Monte Dramatization 





By WILLIS WERNER 
Del Monte, Cal., Oct. 29. 


the convention. | 
The consumer movement for one, | 


ment of C. E. Hooper ratings on 
Coast. 

Radio execs present included Don 
Gilman, Syd Dixon and Tracy 
Moore, of NBC, Hollywood; Don 
Thornburgh, Harry Witt, George 
Moscowitz, CBS, Hollywood; Wib 
Eickelberg, Don Lee, Hollywood. 
From the Frisco area, affair drew 
Lincoln Dellar and A. J. Kemp, of 
CBS-KSFO, Ward Ingram, of Don 
Lee, and Gene Grant and Harry 
Bucknell, of NBC. 

Speakers included Atherton W.| 
Hobler, Benton & Bowles prexy from 
N. Y.; Donald Hobard, Curtis pub- 
lications (who urged advertisers not 
to cut budgets); Don Beiding and 





|Harwin T. Mann, of Lord & Thomas, Radio City 


L. A.; Fairfax Cone, Lord & Thomas, | 
S. F.; Roswell Cochran and Walter 
Burke, McCann-Erickson, S. F.; Ray | 
Reeves and Arthur Farlow, J. Walter 
Thompson, S. F.; Warren Kraft, 
Erwin Wasey, Seattle; Kay Kamen, 
merchandising chief, Walt Disney 
enterprises, John Benson, 4A prexy 
and others. 


WGN CONCERTS, INC., TO 
RAID NBC, CBS LISTS 


New York office of WGN Con- 
certs, Inc., was opened Monday (28), 
with Ted Carr, formerly assistant 
executive-secretary of the American 
Guild of Musical Artists, in charge. | 
Austin Wilder, director of the! 
agency, is currently in from Chi- 
cago to supervise setting up the local 
office. First New York recital han- | 











| dled by the agency will be Sascha | over CBS, under the sponsorship of 


Gorodnitzki, pianist, at Carnegie 
Hall, Nov. 29. a 

Complete artist list for the firm 
will be announced Dec. 1. Names 
will be withheld until then, as most 
of the artists are now under con- 
tract to Columbia Concerts Corp. 
and NBC Artists Service. WGN 
Concerts will book both concert and 
radio engagements. 


| 
| 





Alec Woolcott Cavalcade 


| will be the only performer on the 





POLLY 

Whose chuckles and cheerful time- 
signals greet WJZ families every 
morning on ED EAST’S—“BREAK- 
FAST-IN-BEDLAM”, 

Also Contestant-Greeter with Ed 
on “KITCHEN QUIZ” for WHITE 
ROSE TEA—WJZ—DAILY. 


NBC ARTISTS SERVICE 
New York 








Date Is Set For Nov. 20; 
He Buys Political Time 


Alexander Wollcott’s one-man show 
on Dupont’s ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
series, scheduled for tonight (Wednes- 
day), has been postponed. Date is 
now tentatively set for Nov. 20. 
Hitch was the musical background 
for the piece, which failed to satisfy 
Woollcott. Deems Taylor is doing 
the score for the revised show. 
Woollcott has written the script and 





show. Date was set by Leggett 
Brown, his agent. 

Writer-actor is making a political 
talk tomorrow night (Thursday) 


the Independent Democratic Voters. 
Because he wants to make a public 
statement of his political views, 
Woollcott is paying for the time over 
WABC, New York, out of his own 
pocket and he will urge the re- 
election of President Roosevelt. The 
Democratic National Committee is 
paying for the broadcast over 30 
other CBS stations. 





ieee i 


ASmall Station Comments— 








diana: ‘We're through 


Says Steve Cisler of WGRC, New Albany, In. 


York and Hollywood publishers.’ 


ey 


being a sucker for New 











New Albany, Ind., Oct. 26. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

The pot calls the kettle black! 
ASCAP Paine has little call to re- 
buke NAB and BMI for enormous 
outpourings of ‘propaganda.’ He 
ought to check up on the terrific 
blah that comes via mail from 


ASCAP. 

Paine should check up on his facts, 
too. We are getting tired of hear- 
ing the ASCAP yelps that big, bad 
radio is going to boycott that dear 
old hymn, ‘The Old Rugged Cross,’ 
and ‘The One Hundredth Psalm,’ and 
all the other religious songs under 
the ASCAP banner. Radio isn’t 
boycotting any song. Radio is just 
through being the sucker for New 
York and Hollywood publishers. 

The little stations in small cities 
and large are tired of pounding the 
pavements to sell spot announce- 
ments, newscasts, and other odds 
and ends that do not use a single 
note of music, ASCAP or BMI, and 
then paying off on a gross percent- 
age figure. 

Plenty of the small stations are 
finally figuring out just how many 
announcements they MUST sell to 
pay the ASCAP take now. 

Paine is mad at the networks for 
insisting on their terms. Isn’t 
ASCAP equally obdurate on its plan 
of payment? 

The simple facts are that ASCAP 
wants more for its product than ra- 
dio thinks the product is worth. 
So... no deal. 

Brushoff to Berlin, Herbert 

I, personally, am getting tired of 
having Irving Berlin and Victor 
Herbert’s names dragged into every 
discussion. This old world enjoyed 
music before these worthy gentle- 
men came along. Did God grant 
Berlin and ASCAP a monopoly on 
song-writing gifts? I don’t think 
Mr. Berlin does or Mr. Herbert 
would, if he were alive, think they 
are as indispensable as do the 
ASCAP nabobs. Their melodies are 





BMI Gave a Party, Few Came, Fewer 
Stayed, Is Irving Caesar Taunt 


Editor, VARIETY: 

The turnout of 66,805 persons for 
the recent radio-boycotted Musical 
Festival at the San _ Francisco | 
World’s Fair, despite the fact that} 
the event was publicized solely in 
the newspapers, proved two very 
important things, namely: 

(1) The public wants good music 
enough to go out of its way for it. 


(2) Newspapers are still a good | 
means of reaching and influencing 
the public. 

I consider these points of great 
importance because of the fallacious 
propaganda being circulated by | 
BMI, the radio trade association and | 
radio chain officials, to the effect | 
that the music of ASCAP composers | 
will no longer have popular appeal | 
after it is boycotted by the stations. | 


My recollection goes back to the 
days when there was no radio, and 








| enough to sell in the millions. 


yet the hit songs became popular 
They 


Radio’s contribution to the sixth/ don’t do that in this radio age. Per- 


of the Pacific 
Association of 


conference 
American 


annual 
Council, 


;} haps when ASCAP music is ‘un- 


| chained’ again, we'll get back some 


Advertising Agencies here Oct. 24-5! of the good old days for sheet music 


Was a comedy gridiron skit on how 
not to sell a radio program. Staged 
Thursday evening by Coast radio 
talent emceed by John Hiestand. 
Jack Smalley, Coast radio head of 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, 
arranged the stunt, first of its kind, 
which was followed by only serious 
talk of the evening, delivered by 
Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee chief- 
tan. Weiss drew on instances ob- 
served during his career to further 
illustrate evils of setting budgets out 
of reach for clients, 


be merchandised, etc. 


Although number of radio people 
attended, it was mostly fer the golf 
(crimped by rain after they got 
there), this year’s convention touch- | 
ing radio only in passing. Last. 
year, aircasting took spotlight, con- 
vention action resulting in establish- | 


cooking up| 
wreng type of shows for product to | 


| 
| 


| and phonograph records—and roy- 


| alties therefrom for the composers, 
authors and publishers. 


What intrigued me particularly 
about that San Francisco incident 
was the pulling power of the press. 
Announcements about the Music 
Festival were carried only in the 
news columns of the daily papers. 
Nevertheless, the event drew a record 
attendance. I have known of com- 
| parable occasions where radio was 
| the exclusive medium of publicity, 





| been demonstrated, is the news- 





music of the nation will be answered 
by public opinion. And the most 
influential media to this end, as has 


paper. 
What They Came to Hear 

The big attendance at the Music 
Festival in San Francisco also was a 
tribute to good music and the per- 
sonalities connected with it. Music 
lovers turned out to hear ‘God Bless 
America,’ sung by Irving Berlin; ‘It’s 
a Grand Old Flag,’ sung by George 
M. Cohan; ‘The Lord’s Prayer,’ com- 
posed by Alfred Hay Malotte and 
sung by John Charles Thomas; ‘The 
End of a Perfect Day,’ played by 
Carrie Jacobs Bond; ‘Old Man River,’ 
with Jerome Kern at the piano; 
‘Dark Dancers of the Mardi Gras,’ 
with Charles Wakefield Cadman; 
|Deems Taylor’s ‘Circus Day,’ con- 





ducted by Edwin McArthur, and 
many other musical masterpieces, | 
played or sung and conducted by | 
| outstanding names in the music| 
| world, 

Here was a musical cavalcade of | 
such magnitude that nothing like it | 
| had ever been staged in San Fran- |} 
|cisco or anywhere. Ordinarily, the | 
radio chains would have fought for | 
the privlege of broadcasting such a 
star-studded event, a program of 
such universal appeal; especially 
since the artists donated their ser- 
vices and there was no cost to radio! 

But, because the chains are fight- 
ing ASCAP, the event was com- 
pletely snubbed by them. The chains 
gave a clear example of disregard of 
their obligations to the public, dis- 
regard of their pledge to the FCC, 





but the results in public response | 
were much less, | 
This testimony to the press as a) 
medium of public contact means a/| 
lot to ASCAP in the present contro- 
versy started by the radio chains. 
For, in the long run, the question 
f whether the chains can perma. | 
nently boycott the works of the 
leading composers and the favorite 


and disregard of ‘news values,’ by 
barring the Music Festival com- 
pletely from their channels. It was a 
plain case of prejudice and discrim- 
ination despite the supposed freedom 
of the air. 

The daily papers, on the other 
hand, kept faith with the public. 
They kept faith with their impartial 
judgment of news values. They not 





get 


only devoted many columns to the 
Festival, but put it right on the front 
page where an event of such distinc- 
tion belonged. And the review, 
after the critics had personally wit- 
nessed the enthusiastic public recep- 
tion given the composers, conductors, 
singers and their music, showed that 
their judgment had been right. 
N. Y. Fair’s ASCAP Day 
Practically the same thing hap- 
pened on ASCAP Day at the New 
York World’s Fair last week. Har- 
vey D. Gibson, Chairman of the 
Board of the Fair, invited Gene 
Buck to stage a Music Festival here 
the same as in San Francisco. And 


how the people turned out for it! | 


Attendance at the World’s Fair that 
day was the biggest for any week- 
day in the history of the fair; and 
the number of persons who tried to 
into the Hall of Music for 
ASCAP’s Music Festival topped the 
San Francisco crowd. 


Yet this unparalleled event, this 


| counterpart of the musical cavalcade 


which Marshall Dill, president of the 
San Francisco World’s Fair, de- 
scribed in a dedicatory scroll to Gene 
Buck as ‘the outstanding music festi- 
val of our century,’ was again boy- 
cotted by the radio chains!’ 

As a contrast to the immense 
crowds that attended these ASCAP 
performances, take the concert put 
on by the National Association of 
Broadcasters in one of the San Fran- 
cisco parks at the time of the N.A.B. 
convention. The program consisted 
of BMI music exclusively. At the 
start of the concert, about 2,000 per- 
sons were present. Within 15 min- 
utes, that audience of 2,000 had 
dwindled down to about 200. 

What does it prove? Just this. 
If you don't give audiences the 
music they want, they will lose no 
time walking out of the place. And 
if the radio chains don’t give the 
listening public the music it wants, 
it can dial out even faster than that. 

Irving Caesar. 


good, we'll admit, but so are those 
of other people. 

‘Another -string on the ASCAp 
harp that is getting pretty thin is 
what will George Washington Hil 
do with his ‘Hit Parade’? Frankly, 
who cares? Mr. Hill can move on 
to new and greener fields. He has 
a mind that gets around. And like 
most alert advertisers he knows that 
increases in radio costs eventually 
get passed on to the advertiser, and 
that the law of diminishing returns 
begins to operate when costs go too 
high in any media, 

Our station will save plenty in not 
having an ASCAP contract January 
1. WGRC is satisfied with BMI and 
what it is putting out so far. We 
know the job isn’t complete, but 
we'll get along. Our music shelves 
have ample pieces of music from 
BMI and AMP and SESAC. Our 
three libraries of transcriptions will 
give us over 4,000 individual re. 
cordings. Our staff is trained to pick 
music carefully. January 1 only 
means a little more care. 

I have had big shot announcers 
come in looking for a job. They are 
good. But they want $100 a week, 
We can’t and don’t pay salaries like 
that .. so, the boys move on... and 
we hire some capable fellow within 
range of our pocketbook. Maybe 
not so good, but in time he'll an- 
swer our needs. 

So it is with ASCAP. We like 
their music, but not their prices, 
So, BMI offers acceptable music at 
reasonable prices. So do others, 
And come January 1 BMI, AMP, 
SESAC and a few others will give 
us all the music we want. Our folks 
will like it. Belonging to ASCAP 
isn’t any guarantee that every new 


piece. of music is a hit. So what? 
Another thing. Gene Buck of 
ASCAP isn’t making his biggest 


customer more lovey-dovey by such 
cracks as ‘why use radio for any 
statement of importance?’ This is 
the typical narrow ASCAP mind. 
The politicians think enough of ra- 
dio for statements of 
If radio is a mighty aid to elect a 
candidate to president, it can elect 
some unknown tunesmiths and their 
creations to wide and lasting popu- 
larity, 
Emphatically, 
S. A. Cisler, 
Gen. Mgr, 


A RADIO FAN HAS 
SAY ON BMI MUSIC 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

VARIETY comes to my desk !n my 
capacity as a drama librarian. I 
jread the rest of it, too, however, and 
;}so have been much aware of the 
ASCAP quarrel, 

Radio is undoubtedly my favorite 

amusement. I don’t accept invita- 
tions that conflict with my favorite 
programs. I write fan letters. I buy 
|} Small amounts of many advertised 
| products for the purpose of repaying 
|my obligations to the sponsors (of 
} course some products top my shop- 
ping list just because they’re good). 
Radio is the greatest power for good 
and evil that has so far made its ap- 
| pearance. 
BUT, so far, at least, radio cannot 
|produce at will the genius to write 
musical hits—as witness page 40 of 
your Oct. 23 issue. For many weeks 
ithe networks have plugged such 
llousy songs as ‘There I Go,’ ‘Same 
Old Story,’ ‘Practice Makes Perfect’ 
|(which all sound alike), ‘I Give You 
|My Word’ and ‘We Could Make Such 
| Beautiful Music.’ Yet which of them 
|show up in the column of ‘Best 
|\Sheet Music Sellers’? Only one, 
‘Practice Makes Perfect,’ and I 
wouldn’t pay 5c for it myself. If 
people aren’t buying songs, you 
can be sure they listen to them with 
only half an ear over the radio. 

I believe that most of the public 
are indifferent to the terms of the 
ASCAP argument, but they do want 
the best popular music regardless of 
which side can give it. 

Before I close, Variety, let me ask 
you why you don’t mention more 
often the best program on the air, 
barring none, the ‘Breakfast Club’? 
It’s tops. 

(Signed) Muriel B. Dreil 
6106 University Avenue. 











Dorothy Thompson is on WFIL, 
bankrolled by the Chrysler Dealers 
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Milwaukee Journal (WIMJ) Devotes 


Much Space to ASCAP vs. BMI 





Milwaukee, Oct. 29. 

Evidently to put the public in a re- 
peeve. frame of mind for Broadcast 
Music, Inc., products in the event the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers fails to come to 
terms with the radio networks by 
Jan. 1, the Milwaukee Journal, owner 
of WTMJ and the FM _ station 
W9XAO, has been devoting columns 
of space daily to a series of articles 
on the BMI-ASCAP situation. 

Although there is an apparent at- 


- tempt to convey the impression that 


the articles are inspired from an un- 
biased source, local ASCAP reps 
assert the stories are angled to culti- 
vate good will for BMI and anything 
but for ASCAP, with four and five- 
column headlines, such as ‘Huge 
ASCAP Spy System Makes Music 
Users Pay Up,” ‘Musical Battle of Al- 
phabet Pits Radio’s BMI Against 
ASCAP,” and ‘Radio’s Reservoir of 
Music Gives New Writer a Break.’ 
Subject matter is along the same 
lines, ASCAP being cited as a mo- 
nopoly, the increase in ASCAP fees 
from year to year, the huge forward 
strides made by BMI having ASCAP 
worried, the super sleuthing service 
of ASCAP, and so on. 

According to the by-line, the series 
of articles is authored by ‘Edgar A. 
Thompson, of the Journal Staff,’ but 
there is no mention of the fact that 
he is the new jepap ET's SHO s radio editor. 


Action Sous RCA Is 
Partiy Ruled Out 





Under 6-Year Rule 





Approximately $400,000,000 worth 
of a $500,000,000 stockholder action 
against Radio Corp. of America, 
General Electric Co., Westinghouse, 
NBC, Victor and 29 officers and di- 
rectors of RCA was dismissed Mon- 
day (28) by N. Y. supreme court 
Justice Bernard L. Shientag. The 
court ruled in a lengthy opinion that 
all charges concerning events which 


transpired before 1933 were barred | 


by the statute of limitations. 
Six-year statute thus applies to 
the charges that prior to 1930 RCA 
purchased worthless patents from 
Westinghouse and General Electric, 
and paid for the patents with 6,000,- 
006 shares of its common, worth $40 | 
a share; that RCA paid $150,000,000 
for the assets of Victor in 1929, 
when Victor’s book value was $58,- 
379,836; that RCA invested and 
$11,009,000 in RKO; that exhorbitant 
dividends were paid to RCA direc- | 
tors and officers over a number of | 


years, and also for fictitious services; | 
raded | 


and that RCA _ directors 
wrongfully in Victor stock. 

Those charges of malfeasance and 
wrongdoing covering the 
after 1933 were allowed by the court 
to stand and will probably be tried. 
Action is brought by 12 stockholders, 
all owning Nhares of RCA. 


Classified Broadcast Ads 
Covers Idea at WMCA 


Albany, Oct. 29. 


Classified Broadcast Ads, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct a radio 
broadcasting business in New York, 
with a capital stock of $2,000, $1 pel 


Value. 

Directors are Paul F. Colin, Paul 
A. Landsman and Herman Jervis, 
all of the law office of Rosenberg, 
Goldmark & Colin, of New 
City, which did the filing. 





The filing attorneys are also ceun- 
Sel for CBS, but Colin declared that | 
the incorporation had nothing to do | 
with the network, but that it merely | 
Covered a program idea that was 
being started on WMCA. 





Lawton Campbell to L.A. 
Lawton Campbell, Ruthrauff & | 
Ryan v.p. in charge of radio, left 
Monday (28) for Hollywood on what 
he described as a routine visit. 


He will get back to New York 
Nov. 4 





vv 


Steal Mobile Unit 


Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 

WCAU’s mobile unit, a station 
wagon loaded with recording 
and transmission equipment, was 
stolen from ‘a parking lot near 
the studios last Friday (25) and 
used in a couple of holdups by 
bandits. 

Up to yesterday (Monday) the 
outfit hadn’t been recovered. 


JOKES OFF AIR, 
NEW SERVICE 
FOR TRADE 


Advertising agencies are being 
circularized with an offer of a 
‘joke library’ service. Sender, who 
gave a return address but no tele- 
phone number, quoted a price of $10 
a week or $100 for 13 weeks. Offer 
included a file of jokes, plus all 
others heard over the networks dur- 
ing the preceding week. Circular 
explained that the service would be 
useful in avoiding repetition of jokes 
recently used, in rewriting gags from 
other programs. 

According to legal 

















lost ; 


period | 


York | 


sale of use for profit of material 
taken from the air is 
Sender of the circular was 
|ently unaware of that fact. 


appar- 








Jack Amlung Orchestra 
Again Crazy Crystaling 


San Antonio, Oct. 29. 

Titled ‘Your Crazy Program,’ new 
series of quarter-hour programs 
made its debut over the Texas Qual- 
lity Network on Sunday (28). 
ings originate daily at Mineral Wells, 
Texas home of the Crazy Crystal Co. 

Talent is as in previous Crazy 
Crystal shows, Jack Amlung orches- 
tra. Loop includes WBAP, Fort 
Worth: WOAI, San Antonio; KPRC, 
Houston, and WFAA, Dallas. 


| 





Promote Henry ued 





ies Orleans, Oct. 
Henry Dupre, special events Pe rec- 
tor of WWL, Thursday (24) was 


upped to program director of the sta- 
tion. He replaces Jimmy 
who resigned last week. 

Dupre will continue to handle 
special events and sport broadcasts 
in addition to his new duties. 


Cy Caldwell on WOR 





Cy Caldwell, World War aviator 
land subsequently a commercial flyer 
ind an associate editor of Aero Di- 
been added to the WOR 
Y viation commentator 
H ( i lar erie over 
M lal. 


interpretation, | 


unlawful. | 


Air- | 


Willson | 


- 





See No Further Reason For 
Talking Things Over With 
ASCAP—Dance Orchestra 


where 


WILL FIGHT 





The board of directors of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
has put itself on record as being op- 
posed to entering into any negotia- 
tion with the American Society of 


Stand was expressed at a meeting of 
the N.A.B. board last Friday (25) 
after Neville Miller had presented a 
letter he had received from the com- 
mittee of band leaders which is seek- 
ing to get representatives of the two 
factions around a negotiating table. 


In the letter from the maestros it 
was stated that ASCAP had agreed 
at a meeting with the committee to 
talk to broadcasters on the subject of 
working out a contract which would 
be based on the principle of paying 
only for programs using ASCAP 
music. The majority of those present 
at the N.A.B. board meeting took the 





Leaders Attempt to Act As 
Peace-Makers Gets No-| 


Composers, Authors and Publishers. | 


T0 MEET ASCAP 








Non-ASCAP Themers 





| Authors 
| 
| 





Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

First of the network shows 
here to change themes, in antici- 
pation of a continued impasse 
between the broadcasters and 
American Society of Composers, 
& Publishers, is ‘One 
Man’s Family.’ Paul Carson has 
dashed off a ditty which replaces 


| ‘Destiny Waltz,’ used for the past 


seven years. 

Carson also composed ‘Chan- 
sonette Irene’ for Irene Rich’s 
‘Dear John’ serial. 








COST FOR L.A. 
PROGRAMS 








| 
| 


position that ASCAP'’s willingness to | 


| discuss the topic hasn’t changed the 
|complexion of the board’s attitude 
toward ASCAP in the least and there 
was nothing in this offer that could 
be taken as a basis for action by the 
| board. 


| Among the questions raised at the | 


board meeting Was whether those 


present were disposed 


a further attempt at 





letter from the band leaders’ 
| mittee, headed by Fred Waring, he 
will, 
| tions aired at the N.A.B. board meet- 
ing, state that the committee’s com- 
munication cannot be considered a 
complete proposal nor something 
tangible which could be used by the 
N.A.B. k discus- 


board as a basis for 
| sion, 


Back to Old-Style Plugs 

Jack Robbins and Harry Link will 
‘g0 back to the old-fashioned musi 
business’ this week, anticipating any 
ASCAP-radio breach, and will essay 
|the yesteryear style of behind-the- 
counter song demonstration. Robbins 
will test it out on his tour to Pitts- 
burgh to see ‘Icecapades,’ whose 
tunes (by John LaTouche-Vernon 
Duke) he publishes, and at the same 
time contact the trade direct. 

Link, professionai head of Feist, is 


dittoing, although the Robbins-Feist 
Miller combine point yut that de- 
BMI, this week F ’s ‘Two 
Drear Met’ rate t ion ‘the 
I f ‘ BMI’: 
No. 1-2 
a ( t b 00} d 


to a knock- | 
down fight and against conferring | 
with ASCAP and the majority senti- | and ether companies, 
ment indicated that it was deter-|Ployees on the 22 weekly broadcasts | 
mined to stay clear of ASCAP and | is 363, a gain of 63 over the previous | 
go into Jan.°1 without even making 
negotiations. 
When Miller makes his answer to the | 
com- | 


according to the recommenda- 


Kyser Studio Tests Non-- 


NBC, G. W. 


Kay 
| program containing no ASCAP tunes 
| before a studio audience in NBC's 
| Radio City plant tonight (Wednes- 
day). The results of this 
| quite important to the band leader’s 
{future on the Lucky Strike payroll, 
| since the reactions of this audience 
will largely determine the decision 


| of George Washington Hill, Ameri- | 


can Tobacco €o. prez, in the matter 
|of continuing the quiz series after 
Jan. 1, if the networks and ASCAP 
| fail by that time to complete a li- 


| 


Kyser will test out a quiz] 


test are | 


Hill Watch 


censing pact. This 
audience test not 
air. 

Because of President Roosevelt's 
| preempting of Kyser’s regular time 
on the NBC-red for a_ political 
broadcast, Lord & Thomas, agency 
on the account, figured that the off- 
night would make an ideal occasion 
to stage the experiment. The tickets 
for the broadcast had been distri- 
buted anyway and the Democratic 
National Committee had, as is the 
practice, assumed the 
| gram’s salary obligation. 


heard over the 


will be a studio | 


Kyser pro- | 


4 


Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 


Wage increases for musicians on 
22 network shows emanating from 
here will amount to $2,148.25 
program, according to Musicians Pro- 
tective Association, Local 47. It 
counts up to an additional $27,927.25 
for the usual 13-week cycle and a 
total of $85,781.75 for 
lair season. 

Upped salaries are the result of 
new pacts between local musickers 
Number of em- 


; season, 





Cummings Quits B.&B. 
To Produce On Coast 


Waltyweod, Oct. 29. 





Sandy Cummings has resigned 
from Benton & Bowles to launch a 


new theatrical enterprise. 
to produce and direct a 
tage plays here. 

For the past four years Cummings 
was Coast contact for the agency and 
aided in production of its radio 
here. 


He plans 
series of 


show } 


music publishing business is being 
set up as the Cuban Music Corp. of 
America, of which Eliseo Grenet, 
native composer-conductor, is presi- 
dent, and Oscar Roche and Bobby 
Martyn managers. Latter two were 
partnered in the original LaConga 
nitery. Lillian Corsover, 
rt Miller, is sec-trez 


The music pub end will tie in witl 


long with 
Gilbe 


ISCAP Quiz, 
kor Omens 


Outcome of this test holds also 
great interest for NBC. If substi- 
tute material gathered by the agency 
fails to click with the studio audi- 
-ence, Hill will be faced with the 
necessity of radically changing the 
fundamental makeup or the pro- 
gram; that is, converting the stanza 
to a quiz of general information, or 
folding the program altogether. L&T 


states that it has already compiled | 


1,500 queries that can be used for 
programs not involving ASCAP 
music, 





| erative network commercials 
|}not be enforced by 


BE IECT | NACINGS Petrill Bans Breakfast Club’ And 
‘Show of Week’ as Tending To 


Discourage Local Musicians 


James Petrillo’s latest rule bar- 
| ring the use of musicians on co-op- 
will 
the American 


Federation of Musicians until the ex- 
piration of those contracts held by 


| Sponsors for such programs. 
'relief applies 


This 
the specific 
at hand. If 
26 weeks, ac- 


only to 
term of the contracts 
the obligation is for 


tion may be deferred for that full 
—, but if the contract is one of 
the based on 13-week cycles the 


rule ha comes effective with the end 
of the current 13-week period. Di- 
rectly affected by Petrillo’s ban is 
‘The Show of the Week’ on Mutual 
and ‘The Breakfast Club’ on NEC. 


, Columbia has no co-operative shows 


EXTRA MUSIC 





per | 


the 1940-41 


using music. 

Petrillo’s makes the first action 
ever taken against the network prac- 
tice of permitting affiliated stations 
to sell sponsorship of a network pro- 
gram to a local advertiser. Reason 
given by the AFM prez for order- 
ing that this arrangement be ended 
is that it tends to destroy the em- 
ployment of local musicians by these 
same local stations. It is Petrillo’s 
contention that if these co-operative 
programs were not available the lo- 
cal stations would make a greater 
effort to sell similar musical shows 
of local origins to the same adver- 
tisers. He also holds that the com- 
paratively small talent cost alloted 
locally on the co-operative programs 
= it virtually impossible for lo- 

1 programs of similar type to com- 
vt against them for  apeneets hip. 


Plaunts? CBC Walkout 
Seen As Disapproval 
Of Commersh Trend 


Montreal, Oct. 29. 

Registration of Alan B. Plaunt as 
member of the board of governors 
of the Canadian mroncensting oe rp. 
earlier this month was accom: ied 
by open letter now made pi tblic, to 
effect that he could no longer c»on- 
tinue to accept responsibility for the 
internal organization and executive 
direction of the corporation when ‘I 
have long ceased to have confidence 
in it.’ 

Plaunt’s resignation has been vari- 
interpreted in radio circle s 
an indication of dissatisfaction with 
commercial color which national 
broadcasting has assumed in last two 
or three years. 

Broadcasters recall that Plaunt 
was member of an organization 
launched ten years ago which had 


Ou ly 


as its objective a national radio sys- 
tem in which preponderance of pro- 
grams would be free from advertis- 
and also ter ent 
itive ft 

L. N 1 
chairm ( ( 1 
B {cast ( '- 
tee I f 
Fr. B. O g 
rge of ( a 
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JULIUS SINGER SUES NBC 


Claims Due on Film 


Television 


Commission 
Booking fer 


An action by Julius Singer for 
15,000 against the National B l- 
casting Co. was revealed in the N. Y. 
supreme court Monday (28), when 
the phrintiff sought permission to exe 
amine John F. Royal, Alfred H. 


Morton and Clarence W. Farrier bee 
fore trial. NBC has entered a gene 


eral denial to all charges and seeks 
a dismis ue 

Suit claims the plaintiff between 
July 20, 1936 and March 1, 1938, at 


the request of NBC, aided the web in 
acquisition of exhibition rights to 
motion pictures for television. NBC 
allegedly promised to pay, but has 


jfailed to give Singer anything. 
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Gary Cooper : Madeleine Carroll ;, Cecil B. DeM! 
AolULI-Shi-MmCTole lolol tome Preston Foster * Robert Preston * Akim Tamirof ° |’ 


Produced and Directed by Cecil'B. DeMille . Original Screen Play by Alan } 
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Gabbiest Show On Air (Kraft) Due To | 


Have More Music, Less Verbiage 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 


Less gab and more music, along 


with other changes, have been de- | 


creed for Kraft Music Hall. Change 
in formula is understood to have 
been made in anticipation of Bing 
Crosby's return to the show Nov. 21. 
Crooner is quoted from New York 
sources as saying he is pretty well 
fed up with long speeches and wants 


more music On the program. Al-| 
though the latest option pickup is | 


Coca Cola Still Talking 


Coca Cola is again talking about 
' doing something in the way of net- 
work radio. It’s listening to pro- 





and checking on 





| Editors Split a Celeb 


Minneapolis, Oct. 29. 
| Editors of two rival newspapers 
|appeared together on a broadcast for 
ithe first time in the Twin Cities 
| when they interviewed Raymond 
|Clapper, Washington columnist, who 
was here for a lecture over WCCO, 
They were Basil Walters and Rus- 
‘sell Wiggins, managing editors of the 
Minneapolis Star-Journal and_ St. 
Paul Dispatch, respectively. 





hanging fire pending Crosby's sig- | 


clauses in the Sault te vaid all | MUTUAL ADDS THREE 
IN VIRGINIA AREA tion which Nelson A. Rockefeller has 
| 


nature on the 

differences have been composed fol- | 

lowing talks with Danny Danker, | 

Coast head of the Thompson agency. | 

Crosby’s option contract with Kraft | 

still has five years to go. 
Connie Boswell joins’ the 

Kraft program Nov. 14, putting 

a topflight feminine radio singer 

into the program along with the | 

male star, Bing Crosby. This | 
further emphasizes the changes 
due in program. 

In line with changed formula of 
the cheese show, a dramatic insert 
from a picture was used for the first 
time last week. Jackie Cooper and 
Bonita Granville reenacted a_ se- 
quence from ‘Our Town.’ 

In the trade Kraft has been pegged 
the gabbiest show on the air, with | 
Carroll Carroll turning out an aver-| 
age of 15,000 words for each pro-| 
gram. Also contributing to the) 
show’s revamp is the spotting Oppo- | 
site Major Bowes’ amateurs and the | 
attendant falling off in the listener 
survey. On the last C.A.B. the major | 
was leading Kraft by nine points. It 
is pointed out that the show always 
dips during Crosby’s layoff and that 
Major Bowes will have a fight on his 
hands when King Croon gets back. 


NAT SHILKRET AT WGN, | 
WEBER ON OPERA STINT 











Nat Shilkret will conduct the or- 
chestra on the WGN Chicago oper- 
etta series Saturday nights over Mu- 
tual, beginning Nov. 9, when Henry 
Weber relinquishes the stint in favor 
of his duties with the Chicago opera. 


William Bacher wears the ear- 
phones. 
Among the scheduled guests on 


the series are John Carter in ‘Robin 
Hood,’ Nov. 9; Richard Bonelli in 
“Desert Song,’ Nov. 16; Igor Gorin in 
‘Countess Maritza,’ Nov. 30. 


— 





'course to 


Three more stations join the Mu- 
tual network as of next Monday (4). 
Brings the total number of affiliates 


to 159. 
Newcomers are WLVA, Lynch- 
burg, Va.: WBTM, Danville, Va.; 


WSLS, Roanoke, Va. 





Aviation ‘Ground School’ 
In Empty WCAU Studio 


Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 


Beginning Monday, Nov. 5, an 
aviation ground school will be in 
session at the studios of WCAU. The 
school is in line with the outlet’s 
recently adopted policy to plug in- 
terest in’ flying as a contribution 
toward national defense. 

The school will use instructors 
okayed by the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority and C.A.A. textbooks. Class- 
es will be held three times weekly 
and will continue for 20 weeks with 
courses including navigation, flight 


|theory, principles of combustion en- 


gine and allied subjects. Cost to 
students is five bucks for the entire 
cover expenses of books 
and instructors. 


Ten airports in the Philly area 
have donated flying scholarships, 


five to be apportioned according to 


|merit, and five to be drawn by lot. 


gram _ proposals 
|available time. 
Account has indicated that it may 


week. D'Arcy is 


| agency. 


Don Francisco Becomes 
Radio Head of Rockefeller 


Cultural Pan-Americanism 


| 
lgrams a 
| 
' 
| 








| Don Francisco has resigned the 
presidency of Lord & Thomas to 
| head up the radio section of the 
committee on communications in the 
Latin-American relations organiza- 





undertaken in behalf of the Wash- 
‘ington administration. Assignment 
will bring Francisco in contact with 
| the flow of news and information be- 
tween this country and the 


Latin- | 


leven go for a schedule of two pro-| 
the 





Mutual Lines Up Symphonies As 
Offset to NBC, CBS Cultural Edge 





- 


Wade Joins WHB 


| Kansas City, Oct. 29. 

| Reese Harold Wade has been 

‘named manager of client service at 
He succeeds Frank Barhydt, 

who held the post during the past 

five years, but took up new duties at 

KMBC last week when Chick Allison 





| departed to WLW. 


Wade comes over from Potts-Turn- 
bull agency, where he was a mem- 





ber of the radio department. Previ- 
ously he was with the Pittsburgh 


| Press, and with the United Press in 





| American country and also the gen- | 


eral programing directed toward the 
southern hemisphere by the various 
broadcasting setups in the United 
| States. For the first few months 
Francisco will do much traveling. 

| Francisco came to New York as 
| president of the agency two years 
ago. He joined the agency on the 
| Coast in 1921. Prior to that (1914- 
/ 1921) he was advertising manager of 
Sunkist, an L&T account. Francisco 
| proposes to keep his stock in L&T 
and stay on the board of directors 
-and executive committee. He has 
| been earning around $100,000 a year. 





Talent Turns Sponsor 


San Antonio, Oct. 29. 

After a period of several years on 
a sustaining basis on KONO, Louie 
and his Oldtime band, have now pur- 
chased a quarter hour on a com- 
mercial basis to exploit their band, 
giving their dance dates and plug- 
ging for open dates. 

This is a new experience for both 
the local station and an entertaining 
group. Louie attributes his wide- 


spread success in both bookings and | 


| strong, its 


the south. 





ARMSTRONG DESCRIBES 


OTHER ASPECTS OF F-M 


Syracuse, Oct. 29. 
Regardless of its acceptance in 
commercial radio, FM will have defi- 
nite values in aviation, police and 
army service, Maj. Edwin H. Arm- 
inventor, declared here 





'in an address to a Syracuse scientific 
| group. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Because of its curious immunity to 
interference between two stations, 
Armstrong said, FM will provide 
planes with air markers for blind 
flying. Connecticut state police are 
now experimenting with FM ‘talk- 
back’ sets and Chicago police are 
now installing 200 sets. Military 
uses are numerous, but the subject 
was taboo. 

As for its commercial value,” Arm- 
strong offered a demonstration with 
a portable record player contrasting 
two broadcasts and forecast prompt 
acceptance by the public. 


McAvity East in 1941 


Tom McAvity, who was recently 
named a Lord & Thomas v.p. and di- 
rector of radio, won’t move east 
from Hollywood until the middle of 
January. 


His successor, as head of the 


attendance to his dance jobs to pop- | agency's Hollywood office, Norman 


Mutual is lining up various name 
symphony and opera series to com- 
pete with the leading classical music 
programs over NBC and CBS. Net- 
work yesterday (Tuesday) signed 


| with the Chicago Opera Co., to air 


six Monday night opera perform. 
ances from the Chicago Opera House, 
At the same time, it was reported 
from Philadelphia that negotiations 
were underway for the broadcast of 
the Friday afternoon concerts of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. These two 
series, in addition to the Thursday 
night Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
concerts and the Alfred Wallenstein 
symphony broadcasts already on the 
air, will give Mutual an impressive 
lineup of classical music. 

Chicago Opera broadcasts begin 
Monday (4), although the first 
week's stanza will not be carried 
over much of the network because 
the time has been taken for political 





|} and John Charles Thomas. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


talks. Shows to be heard over the 
network will continue from Nov. 11 
through Dec. 9. Time is from 10:30 
p.m. to midnight. Among the artists 
scheduled to be heard are Lily Pons, 
Kirsten Flagstad, Lauritz Melchior 
Sustain- 
ing rights to the operas were ob- 
tained by the Chicago Tribune, 
owners of WGN. Latter station re- 
cently set up its own concert bureau 
with offices in Chicago and New 
.York. 





Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 

Broadcasting rights for the Friday’ 
afternoon concerts of the Philadel- 
phia Orchestra from the Academy of 
Music here are being sought by the 
Mutual Broadcasting System. Un- 
derstood a deal may be signed late 
today (Tuesday) or tomorrow. 
WFIL would pick up the concerts 
and, air them locally, as well as 
feeding them to the rest of the net- 
work. 

Leopold Stokowski is to baton three 


| of the season’s concerts, with Eugene 


tion head, is director of the school. | KONO. 


Joseph T. Connolly, WCAU, promo-|ularity created by his broadcasts on 


| Morrell, will take over his new spot 
Jan. 1, 








Columbia 





Holiister Off KFBI 


Wichita, 
Hollister, 


Kas., 


Herbert vice-president 


and general manager of radio station | 


KFBI here, resigned Tuesday and 
was succeeded by K. W. Pyle, assist- 
ant manager and technical director 


of station. Hollister, who had been 
with station since it was moved here 
from Abilene 10 months ago, had 
been devoting time to reorganization 
Of station, 
ager of station for six years while it 
was located in Abilene. 

Fred L. Allen, commercial man- 
ager, becomes director of all sales of 
commercial time. He came to K?'BI 


from KLZ in Denver early last sum- 
me 

Hollister will now devote full time 
to radio station KANS here of which 
he is one of owners and president, 
and tation KMMJ, Grand Island, 
Neb., of which he is also one of 


owne! 


~— —— 


Bob Crosby in Frisco 


San Francisco, Oct. 29. 

Bob Crosby’s NBC-Red Camel 
Caravan originates in Frisco 
times starting this week (31), Crosby 
opened Friday (25) at Hotel Mark 
Hopkins. Will do his Thursday night 
ether chore from Community Play- 
house, which will leave just 30 min- 
utes to set up Frisco symph for 
Standard Symphony Hour, which is 
Piped to Mutual from same spot. 

Sutter St. Playhouse getting a radio 
workout this week, with Bob Hope 
doing two previews and _ tonight's 
(29) broadcast therefrom. 





Rollie Williams, head of the pro- 
duction dept. of KMOX, St. Louis, in 
hospital for operation. Will be off 
the track for two months, 


Oct. 29. | 1 


Pyle was formerly man- | 


four | 





is $1,500,000 Into The Till| 
On Television, Including its New Color 


By PAUL W. KESTEN 


Vice President, Columbia Broadcasting System 





~ in —— — —_— 





—— — _— _—— 


blue and green when I read VARIETY’s 
television on October 23d. 

Few people know all the facts on television in 
America, fewer still the prowl of forces behind the 
facts. Because Variety lacked some of them, this lack 
led Variety to paint a sad picture of television develop- 
ment here. 

| Wor example Variety reports: “Tne great advantage 


America was expected to have over England (in tele- 
| vision) when BBC’s comparatively advanced television 
| was abandoned, has perhaps already been lost. After 
| a spurt of progress, all real advancement has stopped 
| on this side.’ : 
To this I would comment: American television, 
always abreast of Europe in technical developments, 
has moved far out in front by bursting forth with color. 


saw red, 
report on UV. S. 


BBC’s director of television, Gerald Cock, acclaimed 
CBS color television as ‘miraculous, cabled this to his 
colleague n London, privately expressed his belief 
that if America can start television broadcasting with 
color for direct pickup of actual events, the populari- 
zation of the new art should be advanced by leaps and 
bounds and public response should be multiplied many 
times over. 

Again Variety says: ‘It is doubtful that as things 
now stand, RCA could justify new huge experimental 
| program expenditures to its stockholders.’ CBS, of 


course, has frankly no Intentron of doing 


| more than ‘shadow-boxing.’ 

The facts are that CBS has invested more in tele- 

| vision, and has done more serious work in it than any 
| other broadcaster in America who is not in the set 
, manufacturing business through a parent company, a 
| Subsidiary company or any other tie-up. 
CBS has expended to date over $1,500,000 in tele- 
i vision, has built and equipped the largest television 
| studio in America, has created and tested hundreds of 
| television programs, but has consistently refused to 
| broadcast them as ‘bait’ to sell consumers expensive 
' receiving sets until technical standards had sufficiently 
‘jelled’ to protect the consumer against radical change 
which might make sets useless. 

CBS has done all this up-hill. It has found the best 
; Camera equipment in England or America not good 
_enough to do the job it wants to do, not good enough 
, to give television a lusty start as a new art. CBS 
| engineers have designed and ordered better equip- 


anything 


ment, have already waited 14 months to get it, have 
produced color television without it. 

VARIETY reports about CBS: ‘Recently when its one 
man engineering department, Peter Goldmark, rushed 
in a demonstration of color television the im- 
mediate result was to steal the show from RCA-NBC.’ 


The facts are: CBS has a 47-man full-time tele- | 
vision organization, a 25-man television engineering | 
personnel. Dr. Goldmark may or may not be the | 


most able inventive engineer in television ranks—he 
could not alone have produced color television after 
hundreds of engineers in the vast laboratories of equip- 
ment manufacturers had abandoned hope that it could 
be done in the limited six megacycle ‘width’ of present 
television channels. Full credit is due him and his 
compact but talented staff for having lifted television | 
out of its drab grays into full and glorious color, per- | 
haps lifting all television, in this process, from a de- 


featist slough to a sound, sure-footed optimism. 

As for Variety’s statement that: ‘Faced with the 
Government philosophy that all must wait for the 
slowest among them and with no plausible way of 
getting back any portion of an already staggering in- 
vestment in te? vision, RCA is understood to be loath 
to go beyond routine programs such as are recom- 
mencing Whatever may or may not be Gov- 
ernment philosophy, the net result of deferring ‘com- 


mercial television broadcasting has been to permit the 
swiftest, not the slowest, to lead. CBS will offer full 
color television to all radio set manufacturers on a 
fair and non-exclusive basis. CBS is convinced, be- 
cause everyone who has seen it is convinced, that color 
may well make the difference between success and 
failure for U. S. television. Varrery may be interested 
to know, as news, that important British interests have 
come to see CBS color television, that its possible use 
in England when the war permits has already been 
discussed. 

Variety need not be ashamed of U. S. television 
development because full-color puts U. S. television 
as far ahead of black and white as a modern Ford or 
Plymouth is ahead of the old Model-T. 

VaRIETy need not commiserate RCA-NBC, because 
RCA-NBC are welcome to CBS full-color television. 

Variety need not depress American Spirits on any 
television front, because American spirits are running 
high since Peter Goldmark pulled three colored rab- 
bits (one red, one blue, one green) out of a size six 
black-and-white hat. 





Ormandy directing the others. Vari- 
ous name soloists will appear. The 
broadcasts will be sustaining. 


RITZ BROTHERS UP AS 
POSSIBLE RIPLEY SUB 


Royal Crown Cola will probably 
decide in the next two weeks 
whether to continue the Robert L. 
Ripley show beyond the present 13- 
week semester which extends to 
Dec. 6. B.B.D. & O. has recom- 
mended that the present setup be 
retained, but several other shows 
have been auditioned in case the 
— decides to discontinue Rip- 
ey. 

One of those auditioned on the 
Coast was a comedy setup with the 
Ritz Brothers, Lou Forbes orchestra. 
Susan Miller, vocalist, and Warren 
Hull as m.c. But the account hasn’t 
decided whether to continue Ripley, 








| switch to another show or go off the 


air entirely. 





Des Moines, Oct. 29. 
KRNT, Des Moines has been given 
a power increase of 5,000 watts for 
night-time coverage and authority 
to erect a new transmitter building, 


with house, towers and ground sy} 

tem to cost approximately $60,000 
It will be built on a 135-acre farn 
two miles south of Des Moines. 

The increased night-time cover- 
age for KRNT, which is now operat- 
ing on 1,000 watts night-time and 
9,000 daytime will double the cove! 
age for the station. 

The present transmitter is located 
six miles north of Des Moines. Work 


on the new transmitter will be com- 
pleted in three months. 





Boake Carter’s Confused Start 
San Francisco, Oct. 29. 
Return of Boake Carter to Coast 
airlanes under sponsorship of United 
Airlines after two-year absence hap- 
pened under confusion over dates. 
Air time was announced and then 
changed three times before show ac- 
tually arrived, skeds first showing 
coast transcription Tuesday, Thurs- 
day and Saturday, then Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and finally wind- 
ing up Monday, Wednesday and Sat- 
urday. Coast releases for Carter are 
KFRC, San Francisco; KHJ, Los An- 
geles; KALE, Portland; KMO, Ta- 
coma; KOL, Seattle. 
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FEAR POLITICAL DEADBEATS © 


Philadelphia Power Status Quo 
In General Revision; WPEN’s Okay 


PAEDIT MATTER 
VERY DELICATE 


Whirlwind Finish of Cam- 
paign Has Networks Fac- 
ing Possibility Many Ac- 
counts Won’t Be Paid— 
Hard to Check Who’s Got 
Funds, and Who Hasn’t 


EMBARRASSES 








Rush for time by political groups 
on the networks has caused so much 
confusion that the webs are begin- 
ning to fear that when the noise of 
the election is over they may find 
that they are able to collect only a 
portion of the time used for political 
broadcasts. So many of these groups 
have sprung up during the past few 
weeks that the networks haven’t had 
the time or facilities to investigate 
the financial responsibility of each 
such group, but at the same time the 
networks have been reluctant to 
turn down their orders for national 
or regional hookup. The bookkeep- 
ing confusion which this situation 
has created is without precedent in 
the industry. 

The networks expect not only to 
have difficulty collecting for the ac- 
tual time from some of these politi- 
cal groups, but to be considerably 
out-of-pocket on line charges, and 
talent rebates. Also the cost of tele- 
grams and telephone calls accruing 
from contacts made of affiliates in 
the quest for time clearances, 

Involves Affiliates 


If the accounts uncollectible on 
this score grow to the proportion 
that the networks suspect they will, 
the webs might find themselves in 
somewhat of an embarrassing spot 
as far as their affiliated stations are 
concerned. Latter have at the say- 
so of the networks cancelled many 
a local or spot program so that the 
time could be available for politi- 
cal hookups 

Before the campaign got under 
way off ials of the national webs 
met with treasurers of the Demo- 
cratic and Republican National Com- 
mittees and arranged for 30 days’ 
credit. Circumstance that things fiscal 
from these sources have gone some- 
what amiss isn’t worrying the net- 
works anything as much as the col- 
lectibility of the billings to various 
independent groups, whose tags in- 
clude the name of either President 
Roosevelt or Wendell Willkie, which 
increase in number as the cam- 
Paign moves on to its climax. 


NBC COMPLETES CHI 
NEWSPAPER TIEUPS 


Chicago, Oct. 29. 


NBC and the Chicago Daily News 
have set a reciprocal time-and-space 
purchase deal. Newspaper is buying 





10 minutes six days weekly on 
WENR for ‘Daily Whizzer’ show as 
a tie-in for the Saturday kids’ page. | 
Meantime NBC is buying display | 
Space on the News’ radio page in an, 
amount equal to the newspaper's 
time buy on WENR. NBC will use 
Space to plug both commercial and 
sustaining programs. 

With this deal, all NBC outlets 
have tie-ups with every paper in 
town except the Chicago Tribune 
(owner of WGN, the Mutual outlet). 

Both WENR and WMAQ are tied 
in with the Herald-American, the 
Hearst paper using 15 minutes five 
times weekly on WENR, and a Sun- 
day 30-minute spot on WMAQ. WLS, 
the Blue affiliate which shares time 
with WENR, has a time-and-space 
deal with the tab Times. 








Earl Gammons, managing director 
of station WCCO (CBS) Minneapolis | 
had no qualms about participating in 
a forum on radio and newspaper 
censorship over a rival Twin City | 
Station, WMIN, accepting the invita- | 
tion of E. H. Hoffman, manager of | 
the latter, 





KXOK Now on 630 Ke. 


St. Louis, Oct. 29. 

KXOK (Star-Times), went to 630 
ke, and 5,000 watts Saturday (26). 
The station formerly broadcast on 
the 1,250 ke. band. Two other mid- 
west stations changed frequency at 
the same time; KFRU in Columbia, 
Mo., and WGBF in Evansville, II. 
These two- stations formerly oper- 
ated on a share-time basis on the 630 
ke, band. 


KGBF has moved to the 1,250 ke. 
spot and KFRU to 1,370 ke. Now 





Surprise 


Detroit, Oct. 29. 

With all the cancellations of 
scheduled programs because of 
the heavy rush of political time, 
announcers on Detroit station 
are coming on with: 

‘The program regularly sched- 
uled for this time now will be 
heard’—and they aren’t fooling. 











New CKY, CKX Rep 





CKY, Winnipeg, and CKX, Bran- 





Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 
One more Philly station joined the 
bandwagon rush for greater power 
| last week when WPEN received the 
okay from the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to step up its watt- 
age from 1,000 to 5,000. The nod 





all are operating on a full-time basis. | 40n, Manitoba, have named Joseph| from the FCC coincided with the 
KXOK also will become the local | Hersehy McGillvra as their exclu-| dedication of new studios in mid- 


NBC Blue outlet on Jan. 1, KWK 
having become the Mutual outlet 
here, 


sixe rep in the United States. 


| Horace N. Stoven has the stations’ | 


| representation in Canada. 


| town, 


WPEN’s upping to the 5,000 class 
makes the fourth station to take the 





step in the past couple of months. 
It joins WIP which made the 5,000 
watt grade last August; KYW, which 
received the nod to hop from 10,000 
to 50,000, and WIBG which bagged 
an increase from 100 to 1,000 three 
weeks ago. 


WFIL is reported getting ready to 
join the 5,000 class soon, now in the 
1,000 watt category. WHAT, recently 
purchased by Publisher J. David 

(Continued on page 36} 
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handle the expected increase in demand." 


The Kirk Grocery Company sponsors 
60 Clover Farm Stores, 26 of them in 
Columbus, and travels seven salesmen 
in 21 Ohio counties. 


COLUMBUS 
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“We realize the importance of WLW as a powerful selling influence in 
our territory. Therefore, whenever we are notified that a product will 
be advertised over WLW, we check our stock on that item and advise 


our salesmen to suggest that the retailer has sufficient merchandise to 


(Signed) B. F. DAVIS 


Operations Manager 
The Kirk Grocery Co. 
Columbus, Ohio 


< ¢™ 
is 









REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue, San Francisco — International Radio Sales, 
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WSB, Atlanta, Starts ‘Pan-Americana’ 


Show to Dramatize Latin Heroes 





! 
Atlanta, Oct. 29. 

WSB, 50 kw NBC-Red mouthpiece 
here, now under new management, 
has climbed aboard the Latin-Ameri- | 
can bandwagon with a new dramatic | 
series, titled ‘Pan-Americana,’ and 
aired weekly, one of the most elabo- 
rate shows this mill has ever staged. 
Sessions are aired each Tuesday 
night and last 30 minutes. ‘Pan- 
Americana’ dramatizes lives of nota- 
ble Latin-Americans portrayed with 
music by WSB’s staff band and Or- 
ganist George Hamrick. 

Elmo Israel, WSB’s public relations 
director and continuity staffman, does 
the script. consulting Latin-American 
authorities to insure authenticity. | 
Each program, complete in itself, is 
dedicated ‘to promote co-operation 
and understanding among the peo- 
yles of South, Central and North 
America,’ and closes with teaser title 
if following week's program theme. 

Hugh Ivie does narrating, James 
Bridges does opening and closing 
spiels and Marcus Bartlett supervises 
production. 

Response to offers of copies of each 
show has been heavy, especially from 
school teachers, who desire scripts to 
use in school shows. 


DAVE ALBER ‘INNOCENT 
AS THE DRIVEN SNOW’ 


New York, Oct. 28. | 
Editor, VARIETY: 

To say that I was flattered at re- 
ceiving the ‘Low Grade Publicity | 
Award of the Week’ from Jo Ranson, 
radio editor of the Brooklyn Eagle, | 
as reported in Variery, is putting it 
mildly. The certificate was based 
yn a story I sent out concerning Ben 
Grauer’s projected trip to Mexico to 





explore some Mayan ruins. Both 
Grauer and myself were greatly 
amused by Ranson's award, inas- 


much as Grauer happens to be ab- 
solutely sincere about the expedi- 
tion, and plans to return to Yucatan 


next summer and do some digging. | 
Having hewed to the line for the 
nine years I have béen a radio 


press agent, I am in sympathy with 
Jo Ranson’s campaign to _ hold 
ridiculous publicity releases up to 
the light, but I hope he realizes there 
is a gap between the ridiculous and | 
the sublime and that I am innocent | 
as the driven snow. 


David O. Alber. | 


+ 


iteur talent shows on KSL. 


| series. 


Desert News-KSL Offer 


Small Town Entertainers 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 29. 

The Deseret News has launched 
its fourth consecutive series of ama- 
Program 
make-up is slightly changed for this 
Former programs have 
searched for new talent, offering 
cash awards to most popular ama- 
teur performers. This series is titled 
‘Parade of Talent’ and consists of 
weekly visits to outlying communi- 
ties in the state, and a_ broadcast 
from there of the local talent. 

Production is handled by Lowell 
Durham, the newspaper’s promotion 
manager, and Parley Baer of KSL 





/production staff. Allen Jensen an- 
nounces, and Richard Evans handles | 


technical operations. Program is 
broadcast at 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, 


for 30 minutes. 





ROBERT DEY DIES 


Is Fifth of Family 
By Auto 
Wichita, Kan., Oct. 29. 

The fifth member of a family to 
die as the result of automobile ac- 
cidents in a little more than a year, 
Robert Dey, 21-year-old former sing- 
er with radio station KFH and more 
recently with station KFBI, died in 
a local hospital recently. He re- 
ceived a vertebral injury when his 


Singer 


|car overturned a few miles from 


the city on Sept. 17. 

In August, 1939, his parents, a sis- 
ter and a brother, were all killed 
when the car in which they were 


| riding collided with a truck in Col- 


orado. Another sister, Lillian Dey, 
who with the family at 
time of the accident, is the only sur- 
viving member. 


was the 


WOAI Points Up Educationals 


San Antonio, Oct. 29. 

Guide booklet has been compiled 
by the staff of WOAIT here of all of 
its sustaining educational broadcdsts 
and has sent a copy of each to all 
school teachers in this city as well as 
those in its primary listening area. 

Plans in the future call for a com- 
pilation of all educational programs 
including those that are commercial, 
which are of lUstening interest and 


j}appeal and could be of use in the 


school room, 


Killed | 


ae ~ 


Changing Philly | 


Continued from page 35 








Stern, has an application pending for | 
an increase from its present 100 to 
an undetermined wattage. WTEL is 
also contemplating asking the FCC 
for permission to join parade. 

WCAU already in the limit class— 
50.000 watts—will erect a new $100,- 
000 high fidelity transmitter of a 
tvpe recently developed by RCA. | 
Work on the new sender unit will 
start as soon as approval of the FCC 
comes through. 

Only outlet standing pat is 250- 
watter WDAS. Officials of the sta- 
tion claim that the height of its 
transmitter—it’s built on ground 
that’s on the highest elevation in 
Philly (500 feet above sea level)— 
makes it possible to satisfactorily 
cover the metropolitan area of the | 
city without hopping up its power. | 
INTERMOUNTAIN SHOWS | 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 29. 
The newly formed Intermountain | 
Network continues to broadcast | 
Mutual and NBC Blue programs to 
Utah listeners without benefit of 
daily listings in Utah’s blanket cov- | 
erage newspaper, the Salt Lake | 
Tribune. In fact, no Salt Lake daily | 
is publishing the Network listings, 
a fact for which no definite reason 
has as yet been run to earth. 
According to Intermountain Net- 





work president Paul Heitmeyer, 
Salt Lake newspapers were ap- 
proached with a proposition that 


program listings be furnished their | 
papers on the same basis as other | 
local stations, KSL, KDYL and} 
KUTA. This basis is a recriprocal | 
advertising agreement whereby the 
newspapers run daily listings for 
radio stations as ‘paid advertise- 
and the radio stations in 
give to the newspapers pro- 
grams and announcements of a pro- 
nature. Intermountain has 

delays from papers on 


ments’ 
eae 
taaa 
motional 
only 
proposal, 


met 


Newspapers say perhaps it is be- 
cause Intermountain network is 
trictly a Salt Lake station 
they only have studios here and not 
a transmitter. Or maybe it is be- 
cause half a dozen other Intermoun- 
tain stations would expect to come 
in on the same basis. They aver, 
however, that this is only guess 
work because the man who is 
actually handling the deal is ‘in New 


not 


since 


York for another week or ten days’ | 


and they have never heard of the 


| reported offer, 




















REVISIONS 
IN. 
COLORADO, 


Study 1941 


You can’t buy on the basis of what you knew 


If you do, you may 
overlook the best buy in radio today in the Recky 


a@ year ago, or two years ago. 


Mountain area. 





Coverage for 1941 Results 


| WTMV in East St. Louis. 
live, where buyers gather, 93% of the population 
lies inside KLZ’s new 
eastern Wyoming and western Nebraska KLZ adds 


1g mv. contour. In south- 


additional primary coverage. 


When its new directive antenna system and its 
fivefold nighttime power increase to 5,000 watts be- 


came effective July 1, 1940, KLZ created a new 
A 25% 


coverage pattern in this region. 


increase 


in daytime coverage and a 33% increase at night 


make previous data obsolete. 


KLZ now directs and concentrates its increased 
power in the most densely populated areas of Colo- 
rado. In the eastern half of Colorado, where people 
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Minneapolis,—In connection with National Doughnut Week, Oct. 28 to 
Nov. 2, WCCO here will stage and broadcast a doughnut dunking contest 
in its studio. Experts from the National Association of Doughnut Dunkers 


| will be brought to Minneapolis from Ladysmith, Wis. They wiil dunk to 


their elbows in a large pail of coffee and the ones who do it with the 
least splashing and who leave the smallest amount of drips in their spaces 
will be ruled the winners, 


San Antonio—Chant of the tobacco auctioneer, has brought FE. M. Hoag. 
lin, said to be the world’s foremost furniture auctioneer to KTSH from the 
Sterchi Furniture Co. 


Austin, Texas—If every radio program presented by the University of 
Texas last year were laid@nd to end and broadcast continuously it would 
take two-and-one-half days and nights, meals not counted, to hear them 
all. This estimate was reached recently by University radio authorities 
who have just compiled a catalogue of every program—and there were 256 


|of them—presented by the University over a period covering the past 


twelve months. 





Richmond, Va.—During registration day all male announcers were re- 
placed with feminine employees at WRVA. Miss Deane Parker went out 
to do a question-and-answer session on a heavily trafficked corner. Her 
first words to a visibly nervous interviewee: ‘Come, now, my good man; 
it'll never do for both of us to be nervous.’ 





St. Paul—Mary Lindeke, broadcasting over WTCN for the Minnesota 
Federal Savings & Loan Assn., held up a ‘Quiet, Please’ sign just as an 
from the Midwest Sportsmen show slipped in behind her. She 
dropped the ‘quiet’ sign and screamed. 


Minneapolis—Emmett J. Heerdt, WCCO traffic manager, is becoming 
hardened to unusual requests for time on the air for political purposes, 
but one woman stumped him last week. She called up and demanded 15 
minutes to permit her to ‘impersonate’ Martha Washington speaking in 
behalf of Wendell Willkie. 





Remington Rand Sponsors 
Wednesday News Roundup 
From Europe Over NBC 


VOICES CHANGING 


Horn & Hardart Alumni Have An 
‘In-Between’ Show at WCAU 
Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 
Problem of what to do with radio 





talent that’s in the voice-changing . : 

period, midway between the kiddie Remington Rand will sell type- 

class and not yet in the adult cate-| Wtiters and electric razors at 7:15 

gory, is being met by WCAU with a| P-™. Wednesdays over 26 NBC red 

new program tabbed ‘The In-Be- stations starting tonight (30). Show 

tweeners.’ will consist of a quarter hour Euro- 
‘Graduates’ of the Horn & Har-| Pan news round-up from the NBC 


overseas section. John Vandercook 
will officiate on the New York end 
as commentator. London, Berlin and 
whatever else is still available in- 


cluded. 


dart Kiddies Hour are groomed for | 
the new mike stint which was aired | 
last week for the first time. It will | 
be heard each Saturday at 10:30 a.m. | 











Stunt is done in musical comedy , 

style, with book written by Mrs. Knapp Monarch electric razors has 

Stan Lee Broza, wife of WCAU’s| ® Newsweek tie-up on the NBC blue. 

program director. - = 
Her husband is originator of the 





Horn & Hardart Kjddie Hour which 
last week was signed by the restau- 
rant for the 12th consecutive year. It 
is believed to be the oldest commer: 
cial of its kind. 

Among the ‘alumni’ of the pro-| 
gram are Ezra Stone, star of the 
‘Aldrich Family’ series: the Nicho- 
las Brothers, who recently appeared 
in film ‘Argentine Way’; Al Bernie, 
imitator, and Tell Sisters, vocalists 
with Ted Lewis. 


PETER PANDA 


“Only One of His Kind in Amertca” 


New Phone Cable Under 
Niagara River for WBEN 


Buffalo, Oct. 29. 
WBEN has purchased 52-acre plot 
on Grand Island, Manhattan-sized 
isle in Niagara River, and started 
work on new transmitter site. Work | 
expected to be completed before fre- 





quency re-allocation next Spring! 
will cost $80,000. } 
Change in transmitter site from 





Martinsville, N. Y., will be Accom- | 
panied by nighttime boost to 5,000 
watts. Outlet now on 5 kw days, 1 
kw nights. During winter telephone 
company must lay new cable under 
river, connecting island with city of 
Buffalo and WBEN’s studios. Present 
phone line sometimes works, some- 
doesn’t. 


G0-MINUTE MAN 


There is no substitute for 
times . . ie 


results, 
CKAC 


Busiest Station. 


is still Canada’s 


Seeks Alton, IIl., License 


St. Louis, Oct. 29. 
Edward E. Campbell, owner and , 
publisher of the Press-Record, a ne PEP Oe Ee oe ere 


newspaper in 








across the river from here, has ap- | 
plied to FCC for a permit to erect 
The nearest station in Illinois | 


and operate a 250 watter in Alton, 
is | 


Granite City, Il. 
Ill. Campbell filed as an individual. | 
“Canada’s Busiest Station” 


PM STAFFERS ON WMCA 

Series of forum programs with 
writers of the newspaper PM was 
night (27) over 
WMCA, New York. Tieup deal be- | 
tween the station and the newspaper 
calls for editors and reporters of the 
sheet, experts on special subjects, 
and writers of letters to the editor 
to speak on the weekly 30-minute | 
series. 

Maurice Dreicer ig moderator on | 
the programs, 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 





NBC has apparently changed its policy about putting out trailers plug- | 
ging its daytime commercial programs, It now has one out calling atten- | 


tion to the ‘Mother O’ Mine’ serial on the blue link. Clapp’s Baby Food 
js the account and Young & Rubicam is the agency. 


Farlier this year Blackett-Sample-Hummert had made a similar request 
in behalf of a couple of its American Home Products serials but the net- 
work explained that such extra-schedule exploitation was contrary to 
iis policy. 


Identity of the narrator character played by Jill Esmond in the Wheatena 
Playhouse recorded ‘Wuthering Heights’ has been revised for this version. 
Emily Bronte’s original novel was a first-person narrative, supposedly by 
the housekeeper. However, the part is not given any characterization in 
the book, so for dramatic emphasis it was decided te change it to author- 
narrator in the radio adaptation, So Miss Esmond will now do the narra- 
tion as Emily Bronte, introducing each day’s installment and then fading 
into the dramatization. Series starts Monday (4) over WEAF locally. 


Theodore Knaus, an NBC broadcaster from Berlin, recently reported on 
a transatlantic that several Americans, including himself, had received 
food packages mailed from home in August, 1939. He thought the 14-month 
celay in delivery had been caused by fact packages were sent on the S. S. 
Sremen. Apparently they had been lying somewhere in Soviet Russia. 
NEC man said, however, that the food was in perfect condition and was a 
‘welcome addition to our diet.’ 


That was a very, very distinguished concert maestro coming down the | 


corridor one day recently. 
just ahead of him. 
out a feud between two ’cellists. 


And that was one of the 'cello players running | 


The distinguished maestro became sud- 


denly convinced that he had no faith in the veracity of one of the typ med 


MEXICO NOT 


end he chased him from the office of the musical consultant. 
persons witnessed the novel spectacle. 


Quite a few 


Suit of Moses H. Polakoff, attorney, for $250,000 against the American | 
Tobacco Co,, Edwin C. Hill, and CBS was dismissed by a jury after a two- | 
day trial before N. Y. supreme court Justice Timothy A. Leary. Suit | 
charged libel. 

Plaintiff was attorney for Lucky Luciano, and charged Hill libeled him 
in a broadcast concerning Luciano’s illegal activities. 


Volume of Norman Corwin’s radio plays will be published in the spring 
by Henry Molt & Co. Included will be ‘My Client Curley,’ ‘Revolt Against 
Christmas.’ ‘Seems Radio Is Here to Stay,’ ‘To Tim at 20, ‘They Fly 
Through the Air with the Greatest of Ease’ and others. Scripter is already 
working on changes to put the radio directional terminology, etc., into 
generally understandable terms. Arch Oboler’s 14 radio plays in book 
form under the caption, ‘The Art of Radio Writing,’ is due off the Random 
House presses this week. Lewis Titterton of NBC did the foreword. 


Bob Emery, of WOR, New York, rather than Abe Schechter, of NBC, 
appears to have been first in heart-tug stuff with British refugee children 


There had been, it seems, a conference to straighten | 
} 


CONFLICTING OPTIONS 
Gillette and Shick ‘If’? Situation on 
Pro Football 

WOR and the Mutual network are 
in a delicate spot on the broadcast 
'of the National League football 
championship playoff game sched- 
uled for Dec. 8. 
an option for the broadcast to Gil- 
| lette razor. But WOR, the New York 
outlet, has already optioned the con- 
| test to Schick razor, provided the 
| Brooklyn Dodgers participate in the 
playoff. Schick is sponsoring 


the | 


| regular season Dodger games locally | 


over WOR. 

| Probable ‘out’ for the network and 
| WOR is that Brooklyn is given little 
|echance of getting into the playoff 
tilt. Therefore, Gillette will prob- 
ably get the broadcast rights to the 
game for New York as well as over 
the rest of the network. However, 
should Brooklyn win the eastern 
championship and thus be in the 
playoff, both Gillette and Schick will 
have an option on the New York 
broadcast of the contest. If it were 


Front Page Editorial Gives New Station 
A Welcoming Bird in Orlando, Florida 


Network has given 





Who, Me? 


Stephen McCormick, WOL an- 
nouncer, was describing’ the 
number-drawing in the Selective 
Service ceremony in Washington 
yesterday morning (Tuesday) 
over Mutual. 

His own was 
ber drawn. 





the 19th num- 








Entice Seminoles To 


to go to Schick, there would be the ' 


unusual setup of two rival companies 
plugging competing products simul- 
taneously on the same show over 
the same network. 





TO TAX SETS 


Mexico City, Oct. 29. 
Mexico is to continue free of taxes 
on radio apparatus, for the govern- 
ment, says the ministry of commu- 
nications and public works, ruler of 
air affairs in this country, considers 





/ when 


|nole braves 


Register; Reach Hideaway 
Indians Through Radio 


Miami, Oct. 29. 

Radio’s power to sooth savage 
nerves was demonstrated last week, 
the UW. S. Indian Service 
availed itself of WFTL’s facilities in 
Fort Lauderdale to persuade the 
Seminole Indians, famous for their 
independence, to register for selec- 
tive service. When Government 
agents failed to find eligible Semi- 
in their usual Ever- 
lades haunts on resistration day 
Jack Hamm, head man of the Flc- 
ida Seminole Council, a branen of 
‘he American Indian Association, 
went on the air over W:'TL and is- 


; sued a special appeal to the Indians 


in their own tongue. 
Tribesmen nave been 
in ever since, and at present date 


| 40 of the 65 eligible Seminoles have 


the air one of the most potent means | 
|for public education, information and | 


| education. 
| nies reports that radio apparatus is 
ito be taxed. It has been whispered 
that a tax of $i (Mex) per month 
per apparatus is in the offing to give 
the administration a new income of 


The ministry roundly de- |! 


signed up. 


KFOR Power Pep-Up 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 29. 
Immediate building of a new 
transmitter for KFOR will start here, 
with FCC approval gained for a 
power boost to 250 watts. KFOR has 
been dipping to 100 watts each night, 
after going 250 during the day. 


+ 


‘feud between 


j 


Orlando. Fla., Oct 
Main topic of conversation 
radio circles in this section of the 
state for the past two weeks has 
been the blasting which the Orlando 
|Morning Sentinel gave the town’s 
newcomer station, WLOF, in a front- 
page editorial. The editoria! coun- 
terbalanced its needling of WLOF 
with a laudatory embrace of the 
town’s established station, WDBO. 
Latter buildup surprised no one 
more than the management of 
WDBO itself. There’s ¥een a bitter 
the two ever since 
the station was started. 


The’ editorial expressed much 
doubt as to whether there was need 
of another station in the town and 
heaped much misgivings upon the 
future of the new outlet. The new- 
comer, the editorial predicted, will 
find the going so tough that it ‘may 
have to slash rates,’ and even if it 
did so ‘from hell to breakfast and 
from Dai to Bersheeba’ and even if 
it ‘make a big noise about what it 
proposes to do,’ citizens, the editorial 
urges, ‘must remember that WDBO 
has 5.000 power units as against the 


29. 
of 


| newcomer’s 250 power units.’ 


wandering 





Draft Sidelichts 


Draft lottery was the latest in- 
spiration for a money pool at NBC. 
About 25 of the boys got together 
Monday (28) and contributed $1 each 
to a kitty which will go intact to the 
| person whose number is drawn first, 

Web read the 8,500 numbers called 
up yesterday in a special midnight- 
_to-finish trick involving a string of 
' announcers droning out the full list. 

Odd exception to the laws of prob- 
‘ability was noted at NBC where with 
perhaps 1,000 male emloyes and a 
large number over military age the 








on this side. Paramount newsreel shot footage of Emery’s ‘Friendship around $500,000 (Mex). | New transmitter won't be on the | first and second numbers out of the 
Bridge’ ‘shortwaver from WRUL, Boston) program, but this was never| The government is not so hard up | edge of the city as previously, but fishbowl called Evan Wylie of Abe 
released due to the greater dramatic sock of Schechter’s two-way trans- | that it must tax radio, avers the min- | will be spotted in the heart of the Schecter’s division and Alwin Fos- 
atlantic phone talks between kids and parents. istry. residential area. ter of research. 
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AFRA SETTLEMENT BRINGS RADIO WRITER ; 
TO FORE AGAIN, TALKS MAY RESUME ™"ssorsirst i Ut tahene 








tion is minimized among Guild offi- | 





Meantime Militant Hollywood Chapter Is Contrasted 
to Cautious New York Branch of Guild—Many 


Other Aspects of Situation 





Negotiations between the radio 
networks and the Radio Writers 


Guild, stalled for months while the 
broadcasters were trying to reach 
an agreement with the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, are ex- 
pected to be resumed within the 
next few days. Confabs_ started 
early last spring, but were discon- 
tinued over the summer and could 
not be taken up again as long as the 


networks were embroiled’ with 
AFRA. 
However, a three-year contract 


i'than the eastern end and, in some 


with AFRA for both commercial and | 


sustaining broadcasts was sjgned a 
couple of weeks ago, so now the 
broadcasters have nothing but their 
normal business, the dispute with 
ASCAP, relations with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, the sit- 
uation with the FCC, war jitters and 


the political campaign to distract | 


them from dealing with the script- 
ers. 

In some days the writer situation 
is more complex than was the prob- 
lem of an agreement for actors- 
singers-announcers. There are few 
staff writers at NBC and CBS, prob- 


ably not more than two dozen em- | 
ployed by both companies in New | 


cago and on the Coast. 
CBS are well organized, but RWG 


has not such a strong hold at NBC. | 


Problem is complicated also by the 
fact that the Guild’s chapters in 


Chicago and on the Coast have dif- | 


ferent requirements and, as they 
have considerable autonomy, have 
made different demands than the 


writers in the east. 
Question of salaries or fees is not 


the only vital one for writers. They 
are equally concerned with such 
matters as subsidiary rights to 


scripts, rights for subsequent broad- 
casts, rules covering outside com- 
mercial shows, plus a number of 
problems covering the free-lance 
field. CBS scripters generally re- 
ceive a straight salary, while those 
at NBC have a more complex pay 
arrangement frequently involving 
work on commercial programs. How- 


York, plus a handful more in Chi- | little 


Scripters at | 


ever, writer pay at both companies 

comes to about the same in the end. 
Coast Militant 

Guild on the Coast has been nego- 

tiating with the networks longer 


aspects, is believed to have made 
more progress. That is partly be- 
cause the broadcaster officials on the 
Coast have not been preoccupied 
with AFRA, ASCAP and other mat- | 
ters, as have the eastern execs. It | 
may also be because the writers on 
the Coast are commonly regarded | 
as more militant than those in the 
east and have been more aggressive 
in dealings with employers. Coast | 
end has also made more progress in | 
negotiations with the advertising 
agencies. 

Coast end of the Guild has favored 
a regional setup with the networks, 
while the eastern end wanted a uni- 
form contract. But the Coast group 
went ahead and, making preliminary 


cials. 

In its own favor it is pointed out 
that although the organization has 
not yet obtained contracts with net- 
works or advertising agencies, the 
Guild has made substantial progress 
in bettering contract terms for 
writers during its three-year exist- 
ence. It’s also pointed out that the 
RWG has advanced further and fast- 
er in its field than the Dramatists 
Guild, Screen Writers Guild or Au- 
thors Guild (other divisions of the 


| Authors League of America) did in 


a similar period in their fields. 
Guild leaders claim that radio is 

much tougher to deal with than the 

dramatic, film or literary fields were. 


|The employers in radio are fewer, ' 


more compact, deeper entrenched 
and much wealthier and more pow- 
erful than legit producers, film stu- 
dios or publishing houses, it’s point- 
ed out. Also, radio execs are un- 
familiar with show business methods 
and thoughts. Guild has neverthe- 
less made progress in bettering 
terms of radio script contracts by 
individual contracts. 


Better Terms 
As a result of the improved condi- 


By HARRY T. SMITH 
Seattle, Oct. 29. | 

The travelingest, talkingest, un- 
| ttredest clubwoman of them all, Mrs. | 
‘Dorothy Lewis, of Westchester | 
County, New York, came whamming | 
into Seattle last week as one stop 
in her latest nation-wide tour on| 
behalf of the National Radio Coun- | 
cil on Children’s programs. This | 
lady tornado who drives her own 
automobile and can be traced in any 
given area through the nearest tea | 
canteen of the General Federation | 
of Women’s Clubs is carrying the | 
torch for befter things on the air. | 
Hardly an issue of VARiKTY passes | 
but some slumbering correspondent | 
,in the back country isn’t brought to | 
a renewed interest in the radio de- | 
partment by the comet-like passage | 
of the gal from Westchester. 

Mrs. Lewis denied she was a Car- 
rie Nation with a hatchet out to bean 
the composers of overlong and tire- | 





some commercial announcements. 
She lumped gabby advertising with 
pies and cakes dramas for unde- 


, veloped mothers and cliffhangers for 
|over-excited kiddies. She topped 
loff that for the clubwomen to make 
themselves felt they have merely to 


demands for lower scales than the| tions obtained through these indi- send in complaints instead of box- 


eastern chapter later asked, must} 
now follow through on that basis. | 
Membership on the Coast is believed | 
to be generally well informed as to! 
the progress of negotiations, but the | 
eastern members apparently have | 
idea of what’s being done. 
There have been less membership | 
meetings in the east than in the} 
west. Also the Coast membership | 
appears to be more publicity con- | 
scious than the east. 


In general, the eastern RWG offi- 
cials are reluctant to reveal their 
activities, policies and plans to the 
trade press, or even to their own 
membership. As a result, the east- 
ern membership appears to have lit- 
tle idea of what’s what. In some in- 
stances there is membership re- 
sentment over this. 

There is also some dissatisfaction 
Over what some members regard as 
the lack of progress made by the 
Guild in obtaining better terms for 
scripters generally. There have been 
several cases reported of members 
resigning, in at least one case over 
assessments on income in addition to 
regular dues. However, such agita- 








. --—- 








Who's this guy 


Kelley? 





We picked him up on our car radio one fall 
when we were vacationing several years ago. 
Broadcasting high school football on a hun- 
dred-watter, the lad sounded as if he had the 


stuff. 


We’ve had him under our wing here in Cleve- 


land ever since. 


Didn’t want to rush him 


along too rapidly. But this year...man!... 
sports-minded sponsors would not be denied. 
Right now, Kelley has four sponsors! For B. R. 
Baker (men’s wear) he presents a daily sports 
review. Plymouth dealers have him selling 
*‘the one for *41’’ via Cleveland Rams profes- 
sional football games. Fleetwing Gasoline book- 
ed him for a two-a-week on gridiron predictions 
and scores. And Cleveland Railway Company 
rides along as sponsor of his Big Four college 


battles. 


Who's this guy Kelley? A sports broadcaster 
you'll be hearing still more about. This ‘‘guy”’ 
is a “‘buy’’ for any smart sponsor who wants to 
do a bang-up job in northern Ohio! 


RS. 


Can't sell you Kelley for immediate sponsorship. 
But confidentially, we are makin 
for coverags of Cleveland Bar 
hockey games. For further 
eee oe ae Oe The 
d, or any office of Edward Petry & Co. 


g arrangements 


| However, the 


vidual contract negotiations, the 
radio writers now expect and will 
demand better terms than they 
would have been satisfied with be- 
fore the Guild’s work in the field. 
Many of the contract improvements 
that were innovations when they 
were first obtained have become 


more or less standard in the indus- | 


try and will be part of any uniform 
agreement with the networks and 


| agencies, it’s claimed. 


One reason that the Guild has 
made slower progress with the net- 
works than AFRA made is that the 


| writer membership is more cautious 


than the performer group was. There 
has been no talk of a ‘strike’ of 
writers, regardless of the delay in 


negotiations. That is understand- 


| able. In the first place, a writer strike 


would be a delayed one, whereas the 
perfarmer strike would have imme- 
diate effect. For another thing, a 
writer strike would be _ indirect. 
Radio Writers Guild, 
through its. affiliation with the 
Dramatists, Screen Writers and Au- 
thors Guilds, can exert a powerful, 
even if indirect, effect on the net- 
works and sponsors. This might be 
done by co-operation among all the 
affiliate Guilds in withholding ma- 
terial from the broadcasters. 

There has been some talk of co- 
operation between the RWG and 
ASCAP, both of which have a com- 
| mon adversary in the 





networks, ° 


Freelances and Geniuses 


By JACK HASTY 


tops to the advertising agencies. 
Radio station executives present, 
at the Washington Athletic Club for | 
Mrs. Lewis’ speech heard them- 
selves lauded by Mrs. L. as_ repre- 
sentatives of the broadcasting indus- 


Speed KYW Switchover | 


Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 
Starting last week KYW began 
closing down at midnight instead of 
1 a.m. in order to speed construction 





of its new transmitter in White- 
marsh for the changeover in its 
power from 10,000 to 50,000 watts, 


recently approved by the FCC. 
Outside of election night, when 
the outlet will be on until one side 
concedes, extra crew of engineers 
will be at work all night until the 
sigh-on at 5 a.m. in order to get the 


transmitter in shape to begin broad- | 
casting at the new wattage as soon | 


as possible. 


KFEL Gets More Power 


Denver, Oct. 29. 

KFEL has been granted permis- 
sion to increase its power to 5,000 
watts day and night, and equipment 
has been ordered for the boost. 

An additional vertical antenna will 
be installed at the transmitter as 
well as latest Western Electric trans- 
mitting equipment. 


| 





| VARI! 
{of genius 


ry’s editorial on the relation 


to sweatshirts was provo- 


| cative. A long time ago, and a long 


a 


from broadcasting - studius, 


way 





learned something about geniuses. I 
was buying art work at the time; 
and after several painful and costly 
errors, due to confusing artistic at- 


titude with artistic aptitude, I hit 
upon a pretty accurate rule for 
recognizing a real genius:—he wa 
never conscious of the fact he was. 
I met, of course, a good many of 
the other type, too—the genius 
|phoneycus. But they were easy to 
| spot. The office boy could have 
{done it. They invariably wore 
| sweatshirts. 
In these days when a genius is 
| 


|} often a guy with a press agent, and 


;}a press agent is often a guy with 
genius, the fine frenzy _ variety 


entertainment. But I think you will 
admit that radio, at least the writ- 
| ing side of radio, has produced a 
| Surprisingly small quantity of beards, 
| berets, and artistic bravura. 

There are excellent reasons 
this: 

The average sponsor feels about 
as comfortable with one of the art 
boys as an 
The freelance writer—and the bulk 
of radio scripters are freelance—is 


Jets eter profusely in all fields of 
| 


for 





on American 
particulars—-wire, 
Friendly Station, 





quite aware of this. Whatever his 
predilection for picturesque habili- 
ment, he must, if he is to be success- | 
ful, conform to a more conventional | 
pattern, | 
He knows that for every sponsor 


acrobatic with a boil. | 


who might be impressed with a fright 
wig hair-do, or a pair of exotically- 
tailored pants, there are a dozen or 
more sponsors who will pay-off for 
a comptently-tailored script. So he 
takes the cash and lets the credit 
go. If he possesses reasonable abil- 
ity, he doesn’t need to put on an act. 

Analyze the situation, and you'll 
discover that most of radio’s too, too 
beautiful letters flow from the type- 


writers of sustaining program 
scripters on network payrolls. 

The sustaining program writer 
does not have to meet free-lance, 
commercial competition. He can 
afford to be contemptuous of Cross- 
leys and critics. And he tends to 
overlook the crass, commercial fact 


that the network press department is 
paid good dough to eulogize him— 
that if he weren't on the pay roll, 
they’d be lavishly showering the 
same adjectives on someone else. He | 
begins to believe his own scrap | 
book, 

And if you'll carry your analysis 
a bit further, you'll also discover he 
almost always encounters consider- | 
able difficulty, and finds himself | 
greatly unappreciated, when he en- 
ters the commercial field, 

This is not to say that only | 
writers who wear shoes are the real | 
McCoy. A man might be a genius 
and still don a sweatshirt. After | 
all, I understand that genius is one | 
part inspiration to ten parts | 
perspiration. And some writers may | 
find it necessary to appear a bit | 
perspirey just to be sure no one 
misses the idea. 


try which, she says, has been open- 
minded about correcting icky pro- 
grams and discouraging undesirable 
trends. 

‘Keep up the good work, boys,’ 
said Mrs. Lewis. ‘And now, where 
do I turn off for Walla-Walla”’ 

And she was off in a gust of NAB 
exhaustion—we mean, exhaust. 


The Lutherans Resolve 


Sandusky, O., Oct. 29. 

Resolution rapping the ‘gangster 
type of radio serial programs and 
unwholesome motion pictures’ was 
adopted by members of the Women’s 
Missionary Federation of the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church. The resolu- 
tion also asked members to act 
against the ‘avalanche of unwhole- 
some, unclean literature,’ by using 
their influence in their individual 
communities to ‘clear the newsstands 
of demoralizing publications.’ 
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WLOK 


LIMA, OHIO 


A 4-STAR 
STATION 


* 


Located in a “high spot” 





business city, and serving 
one of America’s most pros- 
perous manufacturing and 
farming localities. 


a 


Now operating on 250 watts 
power (as of Oct. 16) in- 
suring greatly increased 
coverage in northwestern 
Ohio, and vastly augmented 


audience. 


Affiliated with NBC (Red) 
to offer the best in network 
programs to match  top- 
quality local production. 


* 


Proved ability to win and 
hold audience against any 
and all outside competition. 
(Yes, we have the facts to 
prove it!) 


time available for 
spots or feature broadeasts. 


Choice 


Write or Wire 


WLOK 


LIMA, OHIO 





Associated NBC Station 
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| visor of KGKO-WBAP under R. C. 

Pa oll Tr fic | Super Stinson, chief engineer. 
yi | Niagara Falls, N. ¥.—New spieler 
+++4064 £4-44444446464646464 | 2t WHLD is John Ecott, ex of WGR- 





WKBW, Buffalo. 
of WSB’s staff band, has been made | 
director of Marist College band 
here, 


Norman Winter has joined Miller 
Broadcasting System sales staff. For- 
merly head of the Radio Depart- 
ment of Dundes & Frank, Inc, 





Denver—Al Orrick of 
, Cleveland, and Jack Fern, 


|traded jobs—both were new li 
Miami.—John Stimson, formerly | tors, j news edi 


with WJR, Detroit, has joined the | 
announcnig staff of WIOD. Replaces | 


WTAM, 








Canton, O.—Leonard Taylor, for- 
merly of WKST, New Castle, Pa., | 





KOA, | 


has become an announcer at WHBC, 
Canton, O.; Bill Karrenbauer, Mas- 








sillon, O., has also joined the 
WHBC announcing staff. 
Dayton, O.—Charles Swift, for- | 
meerly with WHIO, Dayton, has 


joined WIBC, Indianapolis, as an | 
announcer. 


Lee Mason. 





Birmingham—Car] Cannon be- 
comes promotion manager; Miss 
Josephine Marlow, traffic manager, 


and Tom Severin, music librarian at 
Bill Borthwick has been | 


WSGN. 
added to announcers staff. 





| New York.—Samuel M. Bicknell, 
| formerly with Crowell Publications 
‘and previously with News Week, has 
|joined the sales promotion staff of 
WOR, New York, He'll do market 
| research. 

| Cineinnati—U. A, (Jake) Latham, 
|on the WKRC sales staff since 1935, 














|moved up last week as assistant to 
Herman E. Fast, sales manager. G. 
Lawrence Ford was transferred from 
| the station’s sales promotion depart- 


|ment to the sales staff. 
Philadelphia.—Fred Wood, pilot of | 


| WIP’s ‘Dawn Patrol’ for the past 16 . : oa 
‘months, an all-night program, will; New York.—A. H. Hope has joined 
‘resign within the next couple of sales staff of the Miller Broadcasting 
| weeks to become co-manager of | 5¥s‘em, Inc, 
| WSNJ, Bridgeton, N. J. 


added| Timmins, Ont.—Hal Lawrence, for- 
|merly with CHMI, Hamilton, is 
editor and announcer at CKGB. 


Longview, Texas—KFRO 
Paul Long to announcing staff. 








| 
Salt Lake City—KDYL creates a | 
new office by naming Myron Fox, | 
former Director of Sales, as Assist- 
ant to the President. (S. S. Fox). In 
this capacity Myron Fox will act as 
coordinator of all departments. 

At the same time, George Provol 
moves from the KDYL Playhouse to 
take up duties at the main studios 
where he will be Studio Production | 
Manager. 








Albany, N. Y.—W. Keyes Perrin, 
Fort Worth—Charles Wilson has/| until recently on staff of WBZA, 
been appointed control room super- tom joined WABY-WOKO. 
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Agents Face AFRA Fail Accompli 


Talent Reps Burn at Exclusion From Bargaining In 


Committee for the Artists Repre- 
\sentatives Assn., talent agents’ or- 
ganization, met yesterday (Tuesday) 


with officials of the American Fed- | 


eration of Radio Artists in an effort 
to settle differences over the ques- 
tion of licensing. Some progress is 
reported to have been made, but no 
\final agreement was reached. 

| Chief issue 


\should apply individually for a fran- 
chise. The ARA _ spokesmen are 
seeking to have the organization 
apply for a single license for all 
| member agencies. AFRA has offered 
|no objection to dealing with the 
|ARA in negotiations, but it is re- 
‘fusing to budge from its demand that 
each agency must apply and be 
|franchised individually. 

ARA representatives had at first 
‘offered strenuous objections to cer- 
tain of the AFRA agency regulations, 
jane some are still expressing oppo- 


is understood to be | 
AFRA’s insistence that each agency | 


| Which Only Network Artists Bureaus Had Voice 


| sition to the proposed rules. Howe 
lever, it now appears that the per- 
‘centers will have to conform to 
AFRA’s requirements, both as to the 
regulations and the franchise appli- 
cations. One of ARA’s principal 
squawks is that AFRA set up its 
agency regulations after negotiating 
| with the networks, but without con- 
‘sulting the agents. 

There have been strong protests 
i'from Coast talent agents, who like- 
|wise are burned at being left out of 
|consideration of the code. However, 
ithese are also being rejected by 
|AFRA, which is refusing to grant 
lany exceptions to its regulations. 





WIS. Columbia, S. C. has been 
granted night-time power boost by 
|FCC from 1,000 to 5,000 watts. Sta- 
‘tion on 560 ke is owned by Liberty 
|Life Insurance Co., has 26 staffers 
junder G. M. R. Shafto, general man- 
| ager. 











— 





‘By’ Woodbury, Musical Director 
for KDYL takes over additional 
duties of Production Manager at the 
Playhouse, with John Woolf as as- 
sistant. 

Bill Baldwin takes up duties on the 
KDYL announcing staff, coming from 
KOIL, Omaha, 





San Antonio.—Raymond Hone and 
Rex King are now mikemen at sta- 
tion KABC here. 





Ft. Wayne—Frank V. Webb, sta- 
tion manager of KTMS, Santa Bar- 
bara, Cal., has resigned to become 
commercial manager of Westing- 
house WOWO-WGL. He succeeds 
Ford Billings, who goes to WCKY, 
Cincinnati. Assumes duties Oct. 23. 

Anne Joseph is added to sales pro- 
motion department of stations, re- 
placing Jane Frederickson, who re- 
signed to get married. 





Spartanburg, S. C.—Ed McGrath, 
formerly with WCOS, Columbia, S. 
C., has joined the staff of WSPA, 
Spartanburg, as sports announcer. 








Denver.—Elsa Kauerx, coloratura 
soprano, on KOA staff past four 
years, leaves for N. Y. to further her 
vocal studies and look for a better 
job. 

Milwaukee.—Carl Zimmerman, for 
the past two years chief of the an- 
nouncers’ staff of WEMP, has gone 
to a similar post at WTAQ in Green 
Bay, Wis. Successor not yet named. 





Chicago.—Don Pontius upped from 
Mutual traffic department to sales 
promotion and statistics, under su- 
pervision of Bob Schmid. Mrs. Myrtle 
Goalet now handling traffic. 

Atlanta.— Brad Ansley, veteran 
WSB newscaster, has resigned to ac- 
cept position with Associated Press 
in New York. He has been replaced 
by Doug Edwards, former WSB 
newsman, who has been with WXYZ, 
Detroit, for past three years. 
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Winnipeg—Vic Nielsen, newly ap- 
pointed to managership, of CFAC, 
Calgary, from CJRC, Winnipeg. 
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Schenectady — Bernard Krause, 
formerly of WMFF, Plattsburgh, and 
WGAL, Lancaster, Pa., is a new ad- 
dition to the staff of WGEO-WGEA, 
General Eleci.ic Company's short- 
Wavers in Schenectady. 





Fredericksburg, Va.—Major Robb | 
(right name) has replaced Everett | 
Howard as announcer at WFVA 
Howard moved to Norfolk. 


JusT imagine a Hollywood smile — all 
the way from Hedy’s back door to Al's 
102-story bungalow in Gotham. Yes, the 
toothpaste sold annually in America's 
Money Belt could be spread over a smile 
that wide! And if you want to sell your 
share, a heavy schedule on the Cowles 
Stations is the answer. 

We say the Cowles Stations, because 


Tuscola, Iil.— Wip Robinson has | 
Joined the announcing staff of WDZ, 
Tuscola, replacing Dale Scott. 





Chicago.—Jim Kane, Columbia- 
WBBM press chief, has boosted 
Franklin Dye into a press staff job, 
to succeed Robert Morard. 

Morard has been appointed assist- 
ant to news and special events direc- 
tor, Oren Weaver. 





New York.— Mort Silverman has 
joined sales staff of WINS. Was for- 
merly time salesman for WCOP, Bos- 


ton, and associated witht L. B. Hawes 
agency, 
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Atlanta. — Bob Pollock, former 
Spieler with WSB, has rejoined staff. 
e has been on announcing staff of | 
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WILL YOU SELL IT ? 


that’s the only way you reach every nook 
and cranny of the rich Money Belt region. 
And in America’s Money Belt, folks are 
buying toothpaste —and millions of dol- 
lars of other drug articles—from more than 
3,048 drug stores in the area. With agricul- 
tural and business conditions better than 
ever, this year they're going to buy still 
more. You can sell it—with the help of the 
“four-way voice of the Money Belt.” 





ith THE REGISTER AND TRIBUNE, Des Moines, lowe 








WCAU, Philadelphia. 


Wiliam Matthiessen, bass fiddler — Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY 


WHICH OF THESE 
DO YOU SELL? 


in “America’s Money Belt” 


Dentrifices 


Face Powders ...... 1,446,120 
Talcum Powders .... 788,793 
Hair Tonics ..... s 657,327 
Face Lotions ...... 1,051,724 
Hair Dressings .... 788,793 
' Deodorants ......++ 460,129 
Manicure Preparations 657,327 
Shaving Creams 
and Soaps ....... » 1,248,922 
Face Creams ....e00¢ 2,300,646 
POHOMEE: éccss ese? 1,117,457 


(Total drug commodity sales — 





Annual Retail Sales 


$ 4,601,293 


eeeeeeee 





$49,216,000) 
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*YOUR DREAM HAS COME TRUE’ 
With Verne Smith, Glenn Welty 

Orchestra 
Stunt 
30 Mins. 

QUAKER OATS 

Sunday, 8:30 P.M. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

This is a program that rests upon 
the luscious theory that much oats 
will be boiled in the pots of America 
in gratitude for a program that un- 


dertakes to sift and sort the ‘deserv- | 


ing poor’ and to make good their 
dreams. Little things like somebody 
that needs special medical footwear; 
or a boy that wants to ride in a loco- 
motive cabin; bicycles for the kid- 
dies, or a new washing machine for 
overworked Maggie Murphy. 


It’s a plausible idea, but a ques- | 


tionable use of the medium from the 
standpoint of its own best interests 
(see editorial this issue). However, 
the production is well handled un- 
der Fritz Blocki and, if nobody cares 
(and perhaps they won’t) about the 
general criticism that the show fos- 
ters superstitions, sloppy attitudes 
and daydreaming, then it may be 
conceded that it’s probably good 
commercial hoke. Land. 


"VILLAGE SCHOOL’ 

With Ed Cullen, Charlie Lewis 
60 Mins.; Local 

WM. WECKERLE & SONS 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. 

WBEN, Buffalo 


Back after a summer layoff, Ed/| 
Cullen has built a peppier revue for | 


the kiddies. In the interests of 
streamlining, he has cut down from 
50 to 30 children per broadcast, and 
this alone cuts healthily into the 
time formerly allotted to the mop- 
pets’ announcing their presence. 
Now, each gets a chance to appear 
at least twice in the show. ) 
Besides usual singing and playing 
bits, Cullen has a spelling bee, quiz 
session and drama. 
changed drama casts weekiy, but 
now he intends picking the best kids 
and using them regularly. Double 
purpose will be to build up a ju- 


venile stock group that station can | 


peddle in time. 

Session caught ran moppets on 
and off in showmanly fashion, 
with few lags. Spelling bee rou- 
tine, wherein each kiddie announces 
his name, address, school, grade, etc., 
might be shortened a bit, however, 
for it must draw children’s minds off 
their purpose at the mike—to spell. 
Most children on program caught 
floundered helplessly on _ simple 
words. Show is good stuff for a 
milk sponsor, with Charley Lewis 
whacking off not-too-long commer- 
cials. Betz. 


GIRL FOOTBALL GUESSER 
With Alice Marble 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Friday, 7:45 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 
VARIETY ordinarily does not re- 
view sports programs, but here 
makes an exception to the startling 
idea of a girl guessing which football 
teams will win the next day. Pro- 
gram bespeaks a flair for the unusual 
at WNEW. Alice Marble, the tennis 
player, does the session, which is also 
attention-commanding as a novelty. 
It may be Alice Marble, but it 


sounds like somebody else wrote the | 


script and did the picking and she’s 
just reading from script. Pretty flat 
in delivery over 15 minutes time. 
fact, it’s more of an idea than an 
accomplishment. But still might be 
fixed up to get WNEW some effective 
word-of-mouth. Land. 


Last year he} 


In | 


BOAKE CARTER 
Commentator 

15 Mins. 

| UNITED AIR LINES 
|M-W-F., 8.30 p.m. 


/WOR-MUTUAL, New York, 
(N, W. Ayer) 
| In his opening broadcast for 


| United Air Lines Boake Carter re- 
| marked that this is a year in which 


anything can happen and it shouldn't | 
be any surprise that he’s back on | 
Carter greeted his | 


the air. What 
public with after that statement was 


tional and political news. He also 
| did much selling of United Airlines 
and it was all saleably phrased 
copy. 

The things that made Carter be- 
fore he was tilted from the networks 
three years ago were his vocal man- 


and harpoon-tossing at causes and 
organizations he didn’t like. He ran 
into a cropper in the last instance 


itial two broadcasts under the 
| United Airlines insignia that Car- 
| ter will, if he can, sidestep any more 
such feuds. 

Carter’s hookup is but 10 stations 
land his advent gives Mutual four 
| sponsored commentators, the others 
| being Raymond Gram Swing, Wythe 
| Williams and Gabriel Heatter. 
| Odec. 


JOSEPH DELINOIS 
‘Parisian Parade’ 
(In French) 
Participating 
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 
WENX, New York 

The sundry French restaurants and 
other services appealing to the thou- 
sands in New York speaking the 
{Parisian language constitute the 
commercial support of this half hour 
late Saturdays. The program com- 
prises imported phonograph records 
and therein lies the chief charm of 
ithe session. It’s lively but un- 
familiar music and song, and a wel- 
come change of 
for those whose French can’t get be- 
yond the soup de jour. 

Delinois, who has an agreeable 
voice, is alone in the area in han- 
dling a French language program. 
He has at the moment quite a bunch 
of participations, mostly places to 
eat. 
DeSoto dealer, and the Liberty 
music shop. And last week the 
Democrats bought time to praise 
} ae Land, 








‘MURDER ON THE SECOND 
FLOOR’ 
Dramatic 
| 80 mins. 
Wednesday, 9:20 p.m. 
BBC, London 
The late Frank Vosper’s thriller 
piece, has been taken from the shelf 
|and given a radio adaptation. Proved 
| agreeable change in BBC routine. 
| Play registeréd with gripping ef- 
|fectiveness. BBC repertory group 
| responsible for the piece went un- 
|credited. Their work responded to 


| tight direction, giving the 80 minute | 


|} span excellent performances. Cast- 
| ing was noticeably standout, with 
perhaps the single exception of the 
|Mrs. Armitage role, which was 
; treated rather too landlady-like to 
| create impression of a heart nursing 
|an illicit affair? This reading sug- 
gested more Rent-day than Hey-day. 
It’s unusual for a full-length play 
| to go the distance as listenable ma- 
| terial. ‘Murder’ was worthwhile 
both as an experiment and enter- 
| tainment. 


a mild rehash of the day’s interna- | 


nerisms, his pungent literary style | 


when he made organized labor his | 
target, but it’s obvious from his in- |! 


listener diet even | 


Also the French drug store, a | 














N, MATTER how familiar the course, 


the experienced pilot knows that the safety 


of his ship often depends on the accuracy of 


ground reports. 


We believe that every 


advertiser, agency and station has a right to 


depend on similar reliability in any informa- 


tion and suggestions received from our offices. 


JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY 


National Representatives of Radio Stations 


New Yorx + Cuicaco + Derroir + Si 


. Lot is ° Los ANGELES 


San Francisco 





‘WHODUNIT?’ HOWARD BARNES 
| With Mel Venter, Bob Forward, Lew Legit-Film Reviews 
Lansworth, Lou Tobin, Jean Bates, | 5 Mins.—Local 
| Ed MacDonald Sustaining 
| Mystery Quiz | Nightly, Midnight 
| 30 Mins.—Local WOR, New York 
/ROOS BROS. CLOTHES | Having tried various other mid- 
| Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. |night play appraisers during the last 
_ KFRC, San Francisco several seasons, WOR appears to 
| (Lord & Thomas) |have made its —_ —, = 
fice variati Wilerw .a,'| Howard Barnes, film critic an or- 
were co — BM nis Rap mer drama editor of the New York 
Lansworth of Lord & Thomas) Herald Tribune. ean | eg 
agency for Roos Bros., important lo- | 1as a aaron — eet he’s - 
cal department store account. First legit and picture 1eias, s 


| quarter-hour is devoted to dramati- | qualified working newspaper man ts 
ation of ; ‘der mystery. while | >“. seme SS 5: — 
| fous a Mragy, Mons from audi-|oPinions and his manner carry au- 
c s «< » c 
e. thority. 


lence sit on sidelines, jot down clues, When he started this series a few 
and name their suspect. weeks ago, Barnes was hampered by 
At half-way mark, m.c. Mel Ven-|his unfamiliarity with his new med- 
ter herds jury to mikes for quiz,| jum. He didn’t seem nervous, but his 
hurling four rounds of questions In| writing wasn’t suitable for radio; it 
rotation, asking ‘what time did the) was for the eye rather than the ear. 
clock strike?’, ‘how>tall was the doc- | He still hasn't entirely adapted him- 
itor,’ etc. Each round is worth an’ self 
| increasing number of points to those However, Barnes’ critical viewpoint 
answering correctly. is distinctly superior to other theatre 
Venter then produces clue-cards and picture reviewers on the air. He 
marked by quartet, extra points be-| has held a major critical assignment 
ing awarded those who named killer/ on a top New York daily long enough 
correctly and total deciding winner.|to be tough to please, yet ready to 
Before announcing high man, Ven-| praise. Thus, he is neither one of 
| ter asks those who spotted slayer to those typical radio critics who likes 
tell how they figured out whodunit. | everything, nor does he have to try 
Laughs aplenty at opener when one/to establish a reputation by liking 
lof two who called the culprit was nothing. His radio writing tends to 
totallyeunable to say why and took) lack color and_ individuality, but 
good natured ribbing from m.c. First! voice and diction are extraordinarily 
prize is $10 merchandise order, and| good for a mike tyro and his man- 
| second is $5 ditto, with pair of $2,50s;ner is pleasant without being coy. 
| going to_runners-up. Everyone en- As heard several times during the 
tering studio is given number and| last week, he still has room for im- 
jury is chosen by picking duplicate | provement, particularly in his over- 
stubs out of a hat, like bank-night. | long plot synopses, which should be 
Dramatization on opening show condensed. Hobe. 
(9) was punchy, mystery being built | 
around death of wealthy woman} 
| after visit by strange doc who turned 
| out to be an heir in disguise. Ven- 
| ter’s handling cf quiz is light, turn- 


‘NATIONAL BIG MONEY BEE’ 

| With Raymond Tompkins, George 
Fuller 

30 Mins.: Local 





fing slaughter into a gay affair. 4 
|Party-like idea encouraged, air-| ha ely — BEER 
credit stating idea was borrowed |, AY, 5:00 p.m. 


| WFBR, Baltimore 


| ame . der.’ 
from game of ‘Murder (J. Stuart Webb) 


| Show is entirely agency-built, be- | 
ing brain-child of Lansworth, who; This is a new show originated by 
took part in drama. As added gim- | Al Buffington of WFBR’s sales staff. 
mick, copies of script for home n!a”-! Buffington originated the ‘Quiz of 
ing of mystery are offered to all re-| Two Cities’ here, and has since suc- 
| questing same. If, subsequent chap-| cessfully syndicated the idea through 
|ters live up to opening 
feature is worth a web ride. Wern, 


} = 


The ‘Big Money Bee’ is really an- 
other spelling layout, plus the sus- 
pense of parlaying cash awards to 





‘THE STORY AND THE SONG’ 
With Jay Ralston, Hoyt Andre, 

| ‘Madeline’ Seven Strings 

| 30 Min.—Local 

{SAN ANTONIO PUBLIC 

| Monday, 6:30 p.m. 

WOAT, San Antonio 
Based on the fact that every song 

has a story—and every story a song, 


and gagged up by Raymond Tomp- 
kins, former war correspondent and 
local news commentator, half hour 
show moves along and should de- 
velop into effective airing. 

Presented before a studio audience, 
15 contestants are given small bags 
containing eight silver dollars each. 
Bee divided into two portions. 


SERVICE 


| 
3 


current scries bankrolled by local} © | 
lutilities company is a good local, First round permits spellers to hold 
|program. Intermingled are current|0n to the eight bucks if successful 


favorites, some old tunes, a bit of | or keep one and turn seven over to 


entrant on his left if he misses. In 


|drama. Series is being written and 
| produced by Dwight Bourn, 
|director of WOAI, who has been 
| given necessary financial backing 
| to make series a real local audjence- 
getter. 

Each program is a complete story 
in itself. Program caught dealt 
| with a boy and girl on a far away 
| tropical island. It is an island pos- 
session of the greatest Empire in 
the world and that Empire is at 
|war. Both are in love with each 
|other. He trying to hide his love 
| by indifference, with the aim in 
view of joining his regiment to go 
| to the war. During the conversa- 
tion, the various songs are interpo- 
lated in this instance Jan, the girl, 
played by a local singer which sta- 
tion masquerades as Madeleine. | 
An able mike performer, she sang 
‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing,’ ‘Let 
Me Call You Sweetheart’ and ‘When 
Day Is Done,’ all in nic2 voice range. 

Jay Ralston plays the part of the 
young man in each show. He’s new 
to radio, via Little Theatre experi- 
ence. Should, with further experi- 
ence and training, make a niche for 
himself in his new medium. Reads 
lines well with good expression, 
has fair voice. 

WOAI’s house group background 


the choice of keeping half the con- 
| jackpot until time is called. If un- 
successful in the second round, 
speller keeps two bucks and turns 
his remaining dough over to his 
neighbor on the left. 
| Explanations are a bit involved 
j}and the handling of the little bags 
and business of making change also 
|hampers action somewhat. Better 
/method of switching the dough 
around and a general speeding up 
wili help. Tompkins has a flair for 
nifties and with experience should 
help build the program into a highly 
entertaining sesh. 

Listeners are invited to attend the 
broadcasts with 


dience at every airing. Commercials 
by George Fuller at opening, midway 
and close, okay and held down, a 
smart move considering product type 
of sponsorship. Burm, 


LANDT TRIO 
15 Mins.—Local 
OLD GOLD CIGARETTES 
and | Wed.-Fri., 6:30 p.m, 
wey, Schenectady 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 


are also heard in several solo spots O 
severe Oo spots. Jn new program, Landts add to 
=e t —y — click job as m. ¢.| their standard ryhthmic harmony 
Ss well as reading the utility com-| chatter and believe-it-or-nots 
mercials. - aad t ' 
é ee | Broadcasts should do a good job in 
ohne egionally supplementing Old Gold’s 


| nati mal 


BERT HALL 
‘AVIATION COMMENTATOR’ 
15 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 
WINS, New York 

What seems to amount to a rehas 
of obvious facts, the size to yp on 
structive ability of war bombs, and 
news from the war zone which was 
Supposed to have been gleaned from 
personal sources but which stacked | 
ousbine sions, yee gen dispatches. | 

claims and counte aims | « , 

were questioned but Hall po Mae ya oan he oo se eg 
concrete evidence to support pf tage — on 


the | 
doubt. Speaker is an experienced | 49 


war-time flyer, being labelled b 


promotion. Trio formerly 


year, are working without accom- 
panist-arranger, Curly Mahr. How- 
| ever, Steve Hall, station man, sub- 
; stitutes competently. 

Howard Tupper spiels clearly, al- 


time slightly jerky rhythm. Landts 
also plug via references to pro- 
ducts and a themer. Jaco. 


Harry Champion, Leslie Stuart, Jr. 
Mins, 


fore the shot got underwav as “, | Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
former member of World Wer rs BBC, London 


Lafayette Escadrille. | Series is in line with current BBC 

Along with his material being | Tadio policy of sentiment against 
poor, the flyer’s delivery and pro. | Present realities—digging into the 
hunciation was bad. He plainly was | Past for favorites of lush days, This 
reading and doing a miserable job | 2ring around Eugene Stratton (19) 
of it. _ Some of his remarks were held well to atmosphere, Naomi 
downright silly. 
took Germany to task for admitting | Suasive level and her material is 
it had been bombed, ‘but had suf- | engaging in treatment of gay-life 
|fered no damage.’ Hall told listen- | vaude days. Stratton’s story came 





| tents of his bag or trying for the 


At one point he! Jacobs’ steering is keyed to a per- | 


successful contestants. Nicely paced | 


Jacobs, Tom Fineglass, | 


/ers that couldn’t be true, ‘any bomb | over as a neat packet of entertain- , 


does some damage when it lights.” 


pi ment, likely to satisfy new listeners 
ood, 


and sentimentalists alike, 





musical | the succeeding eliminations, he has | 


| 


; contestants sched- | 
uled to be picked out of studio au- | 


;on networks but on WGY for past | 


though he might iron out a some- | 





—— cr 


‘SET SAIL’ 
Children’s Serial 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily 5 P.M. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

‘Set Sail’ new children’s seri; 
NBC blue, is likely to win seoadil 
of women who criticize many com- 
mercial kid shows as emotionally 
disturbing. Opening episodes con- 
tain nothing, in plot or incident 
which should upset Brother's diges. 
tion or give Sister nightmares 
Rather, they tell a story—with some 
nautical education value—of five 
cousins who prepare to gail with 
Sailor Bill, their Navy uncle. and 
Midshipman Bob on schooner, ‘Gull 
Flight,’ for a summer cruise ‘under 
sealed orders.’ Two of the amateur 
seamen are girls and three boys, 
Sealed order angle is naturally the 
mystery, attention-tightening one. 
However, no terrifying incidents are 
indicated. Unnamed author appar- 
ently knows ships and sailing. 

Serial, which precedes Irene Wick- 
er’s Singing Lady’ is almost guaran- 
teed as to ‘purity.’ Started leisurely, 
Youngsters of both sexes should be 
entertained in varying degrees. Kid 
actors are okay (one of older boys 
sounds like Arthur Rose). Juvenile 
playing midshipmen is a= skilled 
trouper, giving a brisk interpretation 
of part. Adult roles competently 
handled, too. Jaco, 
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WASHINGTON, DB. C. 
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“DOUBLE OR NOTHING" 

Sponsored by White Laboratories on @ 

119 station Mutual Network. This program 

conceived and produced by WOL. 





: a 
“ et 
“FULTON LEWIS JR.” 


Af outstanding News Commentctor. 
Available for sponsorship in many good 
markets. Fulton Lewis Jr. was discovered 


and developed by WOL. 
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“THE AMERICAN 
FORUM OF THE AIR” 


America’s Finest Forum Program. Now 
heard on ] 40 starions of the Mutual Net- 
work. Program conceived by WOR... de- 
veloped, produced and fed to the Network 
by WOL. 





“TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT” 


This novel quiz program was first 








created by WOL. 
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‘ MBY AMBY’ 

SS ay Shannon, Phil Davis Orch 
(11), Anita, Jimmy Leonard, Mike 
Coorey 

scrambled Word Game 

30 Mins.—Local . 

WALTER H. JOHNSON CANDY 
co. 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

WLW, Cincinnati ; 

(Franklin Bruck) 

Here’s a groover in the current 
quiz vogue. It's the old jumbled- 
jetter idea with modern radio trim- 
mings. Half-hour pacl age presented 
by Crosley staff members is a pleas- 
ing combination of comedy, music 
and brain teasing. Stanzas originate 
in the WLW studios. Blurbs are for 
Powerhouse candy bars. 

Audience participators get chances 
at $12, $8 and $4 awards for tagging 
scrimbled words at different stages 
of musical, rhyme and final tip-off 
clues. Letters are chalked on a 
blackboard while read off for listen- 
ers. Latter are offered $3 and $5 
prizes for contributions that are 
sed. 

» Fast-moving \ session opens with 

Mike Coorey, newsboy-miker who 

reminds of Philip Morris’ Johnny, 

shouting a catchy plug verse, which 
is repeated effectively by Anita, 
songstress, who joined WLW after 
appearing in the ‘Strike Up the 

Band’ picture. Jimmy Leonard, 

sweet on the announcing end, un- 

ravels the game’s rules and brings 

on Phil Davis’ snappy combo for a 


BEN GRAUER 
Newscast 

15 Mins, 

Nightly, 11 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Grauer’s experience as stage actor 
and radio spieler is evident through- 
out this intelligently prepared and 
delivered 11 o'clock digest of the 
news. Unlike many newscasters, 
Grauer shows unmistakably that he 
Is aware of the sense as well as the 
words of his script. Indeed, the 
smooth-flowing verbiage suggests 
he’s in on the preparation of the As- 
sociated Press dispatches into radio 
form. 

Not quite a commentation, nor yet 
|a straight reading of bulletins, the 
quarter hour has a number of grace- 
ful touches deriving from the easy- 
does-it style of Grauer. This seg- 
ment should get its share and better 
of the news audience before bedtime. 

Land. 





‘FRIEND IN DEED’ 

With Richard Maxwell, Sylvia Field, 
Larry Robinson, Gladys Thornton, 
Sandra Gould 

15 Mins. 

Daily, 3:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
Richard Maxwell, whose hymn- 

singing for shut-ins has been bank- 

rolled by various firms the last few 
seasons, has elaborated on his for- 
mula for this new sustaining series 
over CBS. He still warbles a hymn 
at the open and close, but now the 
meat of the program is a dramatized 





tyne while dialers have time to dig 
out pencils and paper. Leonard 
crossfires with Ray Shannon, who 
does a merry chore as chief scram- | 
bler. 
Six or so scramblings are served 
on one program, the words having 
less than 10 letters. Anita warbles 
the musical clues in approved pop 
fashion and middles a solo. Give- 
aways of cartons of Powerhouse 
candy bars to contestants allows 
ample room for product plugging 
without boring. Koll 


‘LIFE WITH FATHER’ 
With Howard Lindsay 
Transcriptions 
15 Mins. 
Saturday, 8 p.m. 
WOKO, Albany 

‘Life with Father,’ legit hit, is be- 
ing advertised in various parts of the 
country via a series of 15-minuv: | 
transcriptions in which Howard 
Lindsay, star and co-author, broad- 
casts with ‘famous fathers.’ Latter’s 
careers are dramatized. It is perhaps | 
the first time such a radio setup has | 
been employed for a show. Platters | 
are turntabled ‘in cooperation with | 
‘Life with Father’.’ Fact comedy is | 
‘now nearing the end of its first anni- 
versary at Empire theatre, New 
York’ is emphasized. Current engage- 
ments of other companies at Black- | 
stone, Chicago. and Civic Repertory, | 
Boston, are also tabbed. 





| Thornton and Sandra Gould. 


story about a supposedly actual 
good turn—hence the ‘Friend in 
Deed’ title. 

Each stanza has a separate story, 
one recently being about a girl 
named Blanche who gave the new 
coat for which she’d worked sev- 
eral months to a widow named 
Mrs. T. J. Lawrence in Elmira, N. Y., 
then moved away without leaving a 
forwarding address. Mrs. Lawrence’s 
appeal to the gal ‘if you’re listening 
to this broadcast, please let me knew 
where you are’ was the tag of the 
yarn and obviously intended to make 
it sound the McCoy. 

Would seem to be a question 
whether a show of this kind would 
have as wide an appeal as Maxwell's 
former straight singing. Plainly 
aimed to compete with the daytime 
seriais on the networks through the 
afternoon, this show lacks the con- 
tinuous tug and suspense of the 
serials, yet would apparently be less 


|likely than the former pattern to 


satisfy those who prefer hymins to 
domestic drama. In short, it’s neither 
one thing nor the other. As always, 
Maxwell has a strong, pleasing voice 
and an attractively direct mike man- 
ner. There’s an organ accompani- 
ment for the hymns and for bridg- 
ing. Various announcers are used 
on the series. Earl McGill directs 
and the cast when caught included 
Sylvia Field, Larry Robinson, Gladys 
Hobe. 


Freddy Fitzsimmons, star Brook- | 6664644644444 4+4644+446+444+4+4¢44 


lyn pitcher and voted the ‘ideal father’ 
this year, guested with Lindsay on 
second skimmer. Gabriel Heatter, 
radio commentator-emcee, miked on 
third. Lindsay gives the ‘famous 


father’ a buildup and then interviews | 


t Follow-Up Comment 
POFFO 464664664 466464466-4 
Goodman Ace last week wove a 


} 


| 











him. Exchange is punctuated by/| couple of vet vaudeville headliners 
fadebacks for dramatized big | (and old pals), Edith Evans and Ray 
moments in life of guest. Programs—| Mayer, into the cast of his serial and 
one was heard at eight p.m., Satur-| the team’s debut occasion indicated 
day night. and listed in newspaper | lots of good harmony and humor are 
logs as ‘Life with Father’—should do|in store for listeners during the pro- 
a good ballyhoo job for the show. |} gram’s current plot. The bow-in 

The fathers have name value. and| event disclosed that Miss Evans still 
Lindsay handles them well. Their} had the voice and flair for selling a 
stories are interesting, even if some! song and that Mayer was as comic- 
of the acting seems a bit ‘stock’ and | ally spry as ever in dishing out the 
the production is not always brilliant.| chatter. In the current plot of 
Ray Green signs off with the hope| ‘Easy Aces’ Mayer is cast as an ex- 
‘you will make life with father and| vaude performer who gets tangled 
mother a very happy one.’ Jaco. with Jane Ace in a_ songwriting 
SS | partnership. 

















Nelson Rockefeller, co-ordinator of 
commercial and cultural relations 
between North and South America 
for National Defense Advisory Com- 
mission, in an NBC address before 
4 |New York Herald Tribune Forum, 
i made references to the part radio, 
| motion pictures and the press would 
play in creating a better understand- 
ing between the two halves of the 
Western Hemisphere. President of 
Rockefeller Center (so tabbed by 
Mrs. Ogden Reid, Forum chairman) 
also took cognizance of what short 





FLETCHER TURNER 


3. M. MATHES, INC. 


4UST IN CASE YOU'VE BEEN LOS- 
ING SLEEP OVER WHAT TO DO 
IN THE WAY OF SOMETHING 
EXTRA-SPECIAL FOR SCHICK IN 
THE PHILADELPHIA MARKET, PHIL 
PORTERFIELD (OVER AT NBC SPOT) 
HAS A SURE CURE FOR THAT 
INSOMNIA I 

HE'LL DROP AROUND WITH A 
NEAT LUTTLE BUNDLE OF IT AND 
AlL YOU'LL HAVE TO DO WILL 
BE TO UNTIE THE RIBBONS. 


Sweet dreams, 


Griff Thompson 


WESTINGHOUSE 


direction 

Said radio had been 
to eliminate barriers of space and 
time, but unfortunately it was being 
used in certain cases, to foster preju- 
dice, fear, etc. Rockefeller was ob- 
viously speaking of propaganda by 
totalitarian countries directed 
toward South America. He stated that 
neither a strong Army or Navy 
could be a defense against ‘short 
wave broadcasts.’ Rockefeller re- 
marked that he realized radio was a 
medium of far-reaching influence 
and one must bear this in mind 
when using it, even for a talk. Inci- 
dentally, he proved a clear, straight- 
forward miker. Had a well-written 
script, but, apparently lost some of 
pages, near end. He referred to the 
increasing cooperation by networks 
in this work. Aiso, of their two pow- 








with directional antennae soon to be 
put in service. Likewise programs 
by film industry; increased two-way 
coverage by newspapers, more ex- 
change of pictures, ete. Rockefeller 
emphasized that there should be no 
domination, commercial or cultural, 
by any one country. 


“RED network 
station in 
PHILADELPHIA 








wave radio was doing in the opposite 


designed 


erful new short wave transmitters, | 





WOR 


DELIVERS 


139,000 
WATTS 


LESS 
COST 


*due to its unique method of needling 
its 50,000 watts and very low base rate 





























42 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 30, 1919 





‘Broad Hint’ From FCC Puts Communist 5 


Speaker on Reluctant WSYR, Syracuse 


Syracuse, Oct. 29. 

WSYR, forced into carrying a net- 
work broadcast by James Ford, 
Communist candidate last week by 
a broad hint from the Federal Com- | 
munications Commission, gave the | 
federal agency full credit in an- 
nouncements before and after the 
program. A station announcer took | 
the air before and after Ford’s 
broadcast to announce that the pro- 
gram did not express the sentiments 
of the station and said WSYR car- | 
Tied the speech only because of sec- 
tion 315 in the FCC act. 

The station at first refused to carry 
the speech. An official of the local 
Communist party, however, con- | 
tacted the FCC. A wire was received 





a short time later from John B. | 
Reynolds, acting FCC secretary, 
which cited the complaint and 
added: 


‘Please inform us by return wire 
whether the foregoing is an accurate | 
statement of the situation with such 
other comments as you care to make. | 
In this connection we invite your | 
attention to section 315 of the com- | 
munications act.’ 

(This section refers to equal op- 
portunities to all candidates for any 
particular office to use broadcast 
facilities.) : 

Col. Harry Wilder, a one-time na- 
tional commander of the American | 
Legion, owner of WSYR, and Fred 
R. Ripley, station vice-president, 
burned but felt the FCC wire was a 
broad hint of trouble ahead if they 
didn’t put the program on the air. 
They rnade public a letter they wrote 
sometime ago when they refused the 
air to Earl Browder, Communist 
party secretary. It read in part: 

‘The Communist party in our ter- 
ritory is practically non-existent. It 
has not been on the ballot here since 
1936. At that time there were only 
52 Communists in Syracuse, only 14 
Communists in Onondaga county. In 
other words, only 66 Communists out 
of a registration of 153,131. We do 
not feel that any broadcast blanket- 
ing our huge listening audience at | 
an important time in the evening, | 
for the purpose of serving 66 (or 
perhaps less) persons would be serv- 
ing the public interest.’ 








Craig Quits Street & Finney’ 


Walter Craig has left the Street | 
& Finney agency after a two-year | 
connection. 

Expected to resume independent 
producer assignments. 








THE 
MARTINS 


“TEXACO STAR THEATRE,” 
CBS, WEDNESDAYS, 
9 TO 10 P.M., EST 
ALSO 
“LOUISIANA PURCHASE,” 
Imperial, N. Y. 
Vocal Arrangements and Direction by 
HUGH MARTIN 
Personal Management 
FRED STEELE 


9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
Suite 604 COlumbus 5-2142 
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Not Sure 





Don Goddard, NBC news- 
caster, found out last week that 
this campaign has made listen- 
ers overly suspicious of anything 
that might smack of political 
bias. Goddard in a broadcast 
remarked that the Republican 
candidate, Wendell Willkie, had 
the previous evening ad libbed 
at the beginning of his speech. 
Goddard was no sooner off the 
‘air when an irate listener called 
to complain: 

‘I'm an American and I be- 
lieve in the American way. 
What we Willkie people want to 
know is what ‘ad lib’ means?’ 


Burns Politicians 


To Be Listed 
Just as ‘Talk 


San Francisco, Oct. 29. 

Newest political headache 
plague network outlets and radio eds 
is pressure brought on newspapers to 
list actual names of vote-seeking 
spielers in agate programs. Hereto- 
fore, papers tabbed items merely 
‘talk’ or ‘political,’ but pressure 
groups are demanding that their can- 
didates be named. 

With skeds in terrific jumble of 
confusion, campaign headquarters 
add to headaches by phoning several 
times a day charging ‘discrimination’ 
because opposish candidate’s address 
is skedded and their’s isn’t, use of 
names making careful scrutiny and 
last-moment checking essential to 
keep both sides pacified. 














Form Special Election 
Hook-Up in Missouri, 


Rated Doubtful State 





St. Louis, Oct. 29. 
Gardner here and the 
Missouri State Republican Commit- 


Agency 


|tee have lined up a six-station web, 


the first in this state, to further the 
candidacies of the Republican na- 
tional, state and local tickets. Mis- 
souri is one of the doubtful states. 


The six stations, KWOC, Poplar 
Bluff: KFBS, Cape Girardeau; KSBX, 
Springfield; WMBH, Joplin; KFRU, 
Columbia, and KWOS, Jefferson City 
(the state capitol) are fed through 
KSD, KXOK or KWK here. Speak- 
ers assigned to Missouri by the Na- 
tional Republican Committee trek to 
St. Louis and the Gardner Agency 
guides them to one of the three lo- 
cal stations that pipe to the stations 
outstate. WDFA and KITE, Kansas 
City, also are occasionally included 
in the web, 


| 
to 
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Airlines 


Continued from page 2 








as a means of blasting the master of 
Germany, her native land 
which she fled six years ago. 

‘There is no legitimate theatre in 
London now,’ she told reporters. 
‘The movies are still running, but 
there are no cabs in the streets, and 
without cabs the theatre suffers—so 
it seems.’ 

Her house in London was burned 
after a bomb exploded nearby, said 
the author-actress, but it did not dis- 
suade her from taking her nightly 
strolls, nor in any other way in- 
timidate her. The nightly air raids 


from 


as the ‘nghtly concert,’ said Miss 
Mann, adding, ‘That’s about the only 
evening concert you can be sure of in 
London now.’ 
James Roosevelt delayed the 
on Thursday (24) and not until the 
next day did ticket agents, despatch- 





ers and baggage handlers find out | 


|why. Friday’s columnar recital of 
Mrs. R., ‘My Day,’ described a chat 
with her son and his tardy departure 
for the airport. 
Productions had been in town in 


over the 
Mills. 
Politically Minded 
Flying show business 


new ‘Soundies’ of Fred 


folk are 


hardly a race apart these days—they | 


are as saturated im political cam- 
| paigning as any other group in the 
|; country, judging from a few at La- 
| Guardia Field (N. Y.). 

Robert Montgomery, fresh from 
telling the Herald Trib Forum about 
the weak-heads of Hollywood, was a 
departure on the American Airlines’ 
Mercury to the Coast Wednesday 
(23) night. and his Democrats-for- 
Willkie button was prominent on the 
dark-blue coat. He said he thought 
the film industry would be divided 
about 50-50 between President Roose- 
velt and the challenger, but added: 
‘You'd be surprised at the way party 
ines and economic ties are getting 
thrown overboard in this campaign. 
If you hear any talk about the haves 
doing this and the have-nots doing 
the other, you can kick it out the 
window. 


obviously not lousy rich, comment- 
ing on the fine radio voice of one 


;man in the campaign.’ Then he said: 


‘But I’ve known a few con men in my 
life and they all scunded like that, 
too.’ 

On the other hand, there was Clif- 
ton Fadiman, literature’s gift to 
|radio. He flew out to Pittsburgh to 
|lecture. Before boarding his TWA 
| ship, he was asked to comment on 

Mr. Willkie and the hoss race. ‘I’ve 
| worked with Mr. Willkie in the en- 
| tertainment—well, in radio—and I’m 
sorry he got out of the field.’ 


| Eastern Air Lines carried a share | 


of the showfolk flyers during the 
week. Bob Hawk of ‘Take It or 
Leave It’ arrived from Washington 


Friday (25), and Judy Canova went 
out to Atlanta on Tuesday (22). 
Edna Ferber took the line that has 
| Dick Merrill and Leland Jamieson to 
Washington, and Hugh S. Johnson 
followed the same day. Ben Marden 
and James Rutkin hopped off to 
Miami on Wednesday (23) in connec- 
tion with the Hollywood (Fla.) Coun- 
try Club deal, reputedly entailing 
Jack Dempsey coin. 


Bob Hope 


Continued from page 3_WW_ 
ifirst show. Latter was 32 minutes 
| late and amounted to little more 








|than a rehearsal. There were sev- 
eral walkouts and requests fox - 
fund: 
| In addition to his auto show ap- 
| pearances, Hope does his NBC Pepso- 
ldent show from the Community 
|Playhouse here tonight (29) Held 
audience preview of the broad- 
|cast in same spot Sunday (27) and 
will likewise preview next weck’s 
ether offering in the Playhouse on} 
Sunday (3). Auto show will be his 


final personal appearance this sea- 
son. 


Paramount to go into ‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ (Crosby-Lamour) following 
which he does an as yet untitled 
chore on the same lot for Buddy 
DeSylva. Comic then makes one 
feature off the lot for Sam Gold- 
wyn, but it’s definite it will not be 
a remake of ‘Whoopee’ as previously 
rumored. 

Mrs. Bob Hope (Dolores Reade) 
is stooging for comic at his auto 
show appearances in Civic Audi- 
torium, also singing. Others, of 
course, include Jerry Colonna, Skin- 
nay Ennis, Brenda (Blanche Stew- 
art) and Cobina (Elvia Allman), 





and their bursting bombs are known | 


twilight Mercury to L.A. 15 minutes} 


The head of Globe! 


connection with the three-day hoopla | 


A few days ago in Holly- | 
| wood I overheard a working man, 


Monday (4) Hope reports back to | 


Messmore Kendall Bills Himself As — 


| 


“Willing to F ight Radio's Battles 





| LONG-WINDED IRVIN COBB 


to 





Gabbiness Embarrassing 
| WJK in Detroit 
Detroit, Oct. 29. 

Long-winded political speakers are 
poising some delicate problems on 
time for the broadcasting studios 
these days. Whole flood of protest 
stemmed up here, both to press and 
radio station WJR, when Irvin S. 
Cobb was cut off the air Friday 
night (25) while speaking in behalf 
of Wendell Willkie. 

Norman White, production man- 
ager of studio, pointed out that Cobb 
was to run from 9:30 to 10 p. m. 
with ‘Believe It or Not’ to follow. 
When Cobb was five minutes over 
his 


brought to a close. 
However, that didn’t satisfy the 


Republicans who wanted to hear 
Cobb to the conclusion. On top of 
these came calls from Democrats 


| wanting to know what station meant 
| by not coming on with its scheduled 
| program and letting a long-winded 
‘Republican waste their good time. 





Party and Returns 
In NBC Big Studio 
On Election Night 








vitations over Niles Trammell’s 


name for a studio gathering of ad- | 


| vertisers, agency men and radio edi- 
|tors election night to absorb returns 
|'and refreshments. 
| Web has set aside its largest stu- 
dio, 8H, for the event, which will 
|include television. There will also be 
a camera in this studio to permit 
television set owners to see how NBC 
| gathers, posts and distributes the re- 
| turns. 

Columbia’s press release of Oct. 21 
|had a staged photograph of how the 
|web would handle the elections. 

NEC carried an artist’s conception of 

ithe appearance of Studio 8-H in 
| action in its Oct. 28th issue of the 
| NBC clip sheet. 





WCAU’s Arrangements 
Philadelphia, Uct. 29. 
WCAU and the Stanley-Warner 
circuit last week completed a deal 
for the airing of election returns in 
60-odd theatres in all parts of Philly 
and suburbs. 


time the Columbia announcer | 
cut in and said program would be} 


NBC last week sent out wired in- | 





Messmore Kendall, who { 
for Congressman-at-Large 
York on the Republican tic 
the first candidate in th 
direct himself at the 
a handbill he pleads that the 
in the business ‘put a man i on 
gress who is willing and able and 
knows how to fight the battles for 
radio stations and the Problems of 
radio and the people in radio.’ 

It also asks that complimentary 
remarks be made about him on the 
air ‘between now and Noy, 5’ 

Kendall owns the Capito 
(Loew's) on Broadway. ae 


$ running 
from New 
Ket, makes 
at area to 
radio vote. In 


aaaescnanenesnenienes 


tween the typewriters includes Ri- 
cardo and his orchestra, Judy Dean 
the Little Brass Band, Songbusters, 
Paul Martin's orch, Horace & Hattie, 
Camillo Romo, Ernest Gill, Tune 
Termites, Will Aubrey'’s ‘Good Old 
Days’ program, Agatha Turley, Happy 
Gordon’s Rangers, Rosie and her 
Guitar, Clancy Hayes, Dorothy Lee, 
Three Cheers, Mimo Bonaldi, Ar- 
mand Girard and others. 

KSFO will concentrate on around- 

the-town pickups in collab with the 
Call-Bulletin. Bob Anderson, news- 
caster, will work from sheet’s office, 
while Dudley Hall and Lynn Fox 
handle mikes in the Mayor's and 
Registrar’s offices at City Hall. Ken 
Craig and Jack Gregson will be sta- 
tioned at Dem and Republican head- 
quarters, respectively, while Tro 
Harper roams the Mission, China- 
town and North Beach districts with 
a mother-car and a flock of pack 
transmitters for on-the-spot color. 
CBS outlet also running lines to 
Oakland and San Jose to give cover- 
age on local candidates and issues in 
those spots. Latter city is 50 miles 
south of Frisco. Station expects to 
| remain on air all night. 
KFRC plans not completed yet, but 
| station’s news chiefs, Al Hunter and 
| Phil Stearns, will work from Exam- 
jiner’s offices, station having effected 
| tieup for election period. Only daily 
|not yet linked to an outlet is the 
|News (Scripps-Howard), 











Milwaukee, Oct. 21. 

Ann Gillis, CBS commentator, ac- 
companying Wendell Willkie on a 
|campaign swing through the middle 
| west, received severe chest injuries 
jher when the crowd jamming into 
the Milwaukee Auditorium crushed 
her against a wall. 





Hope’s Boxtop Bee 
Bob Hope show will soon get its 
seasonal boxtop-collecting test. Pep- 
sodent this time will offer a candid 
camera of plastic material fof a box- 
top plus 1l5c. 
Last season 





the program had a 


The returns will be | contest, offering cash prizes for a 


sent to the houses every 30 minutes | name for Bill Goodwin’s baby. The 


through two special trunk lines and | 
the loud- | 


will be broadcast from 
speaker system with 30-second an- 
nouncements, breaking 
track of the films. 
Frisco Branch Duplicates 
San Francisco, Oct. 29. 
NBC will move most of its live 
| talent, including a couple of orches- 
tras, into the Chronicle’s newsrooms 
to originate all local KPO-KGO 
shows from 4 p. m. onwards as part 
of a marathon Election Day party 


in on the! 





next Tuesday (5). Entire Chronicle 
editorial staff will aid in providing | 
election coverage, while George Mar- | 
likian provides exotic grub at Al 


+ 


Talent which will work from be- 


, > 1 | 
iNeison s behest. | 


entries had to be written on boxtops. 
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: Who's Who of CBS Newscasters 


| 


aaeaeaaaaahaana 


The Columbia Broadcasting Sys-, serve, Ohio State; reporter; CBS 


tem’s press department : 
repared a who’s who of its news | 
commentators and foreign staff re-' 
porters. This is prompted by gen- 
eral curiosity about the men who 
are carrying the reportorial ball | 
under broken field conditions. Cap- 
ie rewrites on CBS data follow: 
Elmer Davis, b 1890; Franklin Col- 
lege, 1910; Rhodes Scholarship to 
Queens College, Oxford; ten years on | 
New York Times; articles and fiction | 
for magazines. 

George Fielding Eliot, b 1894 in. 
Brooklyn; family moved to Australia | 
jn 1902; University of Melbourne; | 
served in World War I with Austral- | 
jans; returned U.S.A. 1922; U. S. re- | 
serve officer. | 

Edwin C. Hill, b 1884; Indiana Uni- 
versity, 1901; reporter, newsreel 
commentator, scenario editor. 

Paul Sullivan, b 1908; Boston Col- | 
lege of Law; Bank clerk, chauffeur | 
and radio repairman; KMOX, St.| 
Louis; WLW, Cincinnati; WHAS, 
Louisville. | 

Albert Warner, b 1903; Amherst | 
College; Brooklyn Eagle, N. Y. Times; | 
assistant chief, N. Y. Herald Tribune 
Washington bureau. 

Linton Wells, b 1893; U. S. Naval | 
Academy; Denver Post; around 
world 11 times; Siberian prison camp | 
as guest of Bolsheviki; China, Mexico, , 
Japan, Italy. Kicked out of several 
countries with distinction; attached 
Prince of Wales party, 1924; Took 
Ethiopia in stride; Speaks French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, German, Rus- 
sian, Japanese and Samoan. 

Robert Trout, b 1908; Script writer, 
1931, WJSV, Washington; developed 
ad libbing talent. 

Jeohn Charles Daly, b 1914, South 
Africa; Marist Brothers College, 
Johannesburg; Boston College; actor, 
wool clerk, announcer; lieutenant, 
U. S. Navy reserve. 

Edward R. Murrow, b 1904, Greens- 
boro, N. C.; Stanford, Washington; 
various foundations; CBS Director of 
Talks, New York; succeeded Caesar 
Searchinger in London, 1937. 

William L. Shirer, b Chicago; Coe 


su 


College; Europe on _ eattle boat, 
scented, landed job Paris edition 
Chicago Tribune, 1925; all over Eu- 


rope since; joined CBS in 1937; live 
and works in Berlin, keeps family in 
Switzerland. 

Eric Sevareid, b 1910; University of 


Minnesota; reporter, Minneapolis 
Journal; California gold miner: 
studied University of London and 
Sorbonne, Paris; night editor U.P., 
Paris. 


Cecil Brown, b 1908; Western Re- 


FASE RADIO EXAMS 


Toronto, Oct. 29 

Pressing demand for trained radio 
meé€n in wartime has seen the School 
of Practical Science at University of 
Toronto modifying enrollment re- 
quirements for those who signify 
they will enlist afterwards. Part of 
the practical work will consist of the 
construction by every student, piece 
by piece, of a transmission and a re- 
ceiving set. Use of radio in war, 
especially the short and ultra-short, 
is_ stressing importance of 


ton, dean of the SPS. Graduation 
will lead directly to commissions in 
the three services (army, air, navy) 
with most choosing the navy. 


XEW Moves to 910 


Mexico City, Oct. 29. 

Station XEW, most powerful (100,- 
000 watts) in Mexico, is experiment- 
ally shifting to 910 kilocycles and 
will probably stay there. It has 
been on 890 heretofore. 

New wavelength will help Ameri- 
Can stations and also XEW. 




















The ONLY Radio 
Transmitter of this 
or greater power 
withia 75 miles of 
Sieux City 


last week press 


radio 
more and more, states Dr. E. F. Bur- | 





pri agent; to Europe for INS: 
joined CBS in Rome, January, 1940. 

Edwin Hartrich, b 1911; Notre 
Dame, Medill School of Journalism: 
worked on Latin American fruit 
boats; London rep for Time; Paris 


| Staff, Herald Tribune, 


Larry Lesuer, b 1910; third genera- | 


tion of newspaper family; New York | 
| University, 1931; U.P. in Europe. | 


Walter R. Wills, b 1895; advertising 
solicitor, Hearst’s American Weekly; | 
ad manager, Harley Davidson motor- | 
cycles, later becoming a racer there- | 
of; took over agency in Japan in| 

929; became theatrical booking. 
agent, publisher of English language, | 
Japan Newsweek, 


Harry Flannery, b 1900; Notre 


Dame, 1923, and later taught there; ' 


once secretary to playwright J. P.. 
McEvoy; news and sports editor, | 
WOWO, Fort Wayne; KMOX, St. } 
Louis; just appointed by CBS to Ber-| 
lin, 





London Calling 








London, Oct. 15. 


BBC Overseas Press Bulletin has | 
News matter now) 


quit publication. 


splits three ways, among locally 


issued weekly, the $2 subscription , Home.’ 
and via, , ; 
Morse coverage aired Sunday morn-|USe Of essential land-lines. 
Program sched-| 


journal ‘London Calling,’ 
ings by Post Office. 
ules will not come in for so exten- 
sive a pre-release as hitherto. 





Mike Meehan, producer for record- 
run ‘In Town Tonite,’ once vehicle for 
many of visiting U. S. show biz folk, 
will handle new ‘Stars At Home’ 
series, 





‘Annette,’ girl who’s been playing 
hide and seek with the troops over 
Forces Network, uncovered as Betty 
Astelle. She runs a phone call rou- 


XEQ Mexico City, Introduces Previews 


Of Shows Available for Sponsors 





Weekly 
ow, awaiting Hitler’s pleasure on 


shutters all outside services with air- 
| craft approach. 





‘Danger—Men At Work,’ laugh 
show which drew high listener-rat- 
|ing on initial ethering series, set for 
a further stretch of six weeks. 





BBC sends news out 55 times a day 
in 22 languages in addition to Eng- 
lish, Welsh, and Gaelic. Maltese and 
|Burmese also draw occasional spiel. 








Announcers and staff of BBC now 


series has yet to 


BBC | 


Mexico City, Oct, 29. 

Radio station XEQ, 50,000 watts 
|and one of the properties of the 
Azcarraga group, celebrates its sece 
ond anniversary Oct. 31 with an 
| elaborate program arranged by Care 
los Riveroll Del Prado, Americane 
| trained (KNX) production manager, 
jand Enrique Contell, general man- 
| ager. 

| XEQ has made marked progress 
| during its two years. This station 
| introduced an innovation to Mexico, 
, a preview of its shows, performances 
_of packages ready for sponsorship in 





tine broken up with a vocal and a\ quartered all nite in Broadcasting | 4 city where production values have 
disc or two aimed at her boy-friend, House. Nocturnal gang takes to the | been an afterthought. 


and the khaki gang chisels in. Girl 


bowed out of pics after a promising | Basement section dressed like a 
start through illness. Her radio show | dormitory with ‘Ladies This Way, 


rates tops with the troops. 


Flo Desmond nixed by air-raid 


|mattresses vacated by day workers. 


Gents to the Right,’ etc. 





George Jackley, Phyllis Stanley, 


alarm from opening shot on ‘Stars At! Jack and Daphne Barker are perma- 


Riveroll Del Prado arranges and 
supervises these previews. 





nent with the new C. B. Cgshran 
radio-hour. Show is carrying @ 
scripting staff of nine. 
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NEW YORK 
154 West 46th St. 


CHICAGO 
54 West Randolph 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 North Vine St. 


ure to know the facts. 
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CUT DOWN | 
YOUR HANDICAP! 


Business is not like golf or bowling. Nobody 


concedes you a handicap for a bum guess or fail- 


Cut down your handicap today. Eliminate your 


bum guesses by relying for facts on— 


ANNUAL 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 


1940-41 


VARIETY RADIO 


154 West 46th Street, New York 


Pishes BONE. cs <¥0s0004 copies of VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
($5 per copy; $5.10 per copy in New York City). 


1 Check Enclosed 


ee ee 


ee ee 


eer emer eee eee eee ees eee eeseeeeses 


ore eee eeer ee eee eevee eresesens 


DIRECTORY 


0 Send Invoice 


Coe eee reser eer eer eres eeersreee® 
eeeee 
se eeeeere reese eee ees 














TA 





ee a ee 





Se sens 





wee 


4t 


RADIO MARKETS 


VARIET 


Wednesday, October 30, 19149 





A Ae ee ee 





Local Commercial Possibiiities 


a 





Salt Lake City—Firmage, young men’s store in Salt Lake City, is spon- 
soring ‘Fraternity Party,’ new series of programs originating at the KDYL | 
Each week one of the Greek letter chapters on the Uni- 
versity of Utah campus is invited to participate in the broadcast. 


Radio Playhouse. 


| 


SHSSHSFFSSFSSESSSSSSCSEOESS | 


dent of the local] house gives talk on aims and ideals of his fraternity, and | 


vocal group ‘Firmage Freshmen’ sing songs from that chapter. 


tributes ties to all taking part in show and devotes prominent window to 


display of trophies, pictures, and banners of each fraternity 


on the program. 


house featured 


Capacity of KDYL’s Playhouse is taxed to capacity. 
Out-of-Town Home Owners 


Atlanta—‘Home Folks’ is title of new show on WSB, which uses letters | 


sroreosnoneee=—4 POLITICS - GRID 


PROFITABLE T0 


_ SAN ANTONIO 


Presi- | 


——— 


Store con- 


San Antonio, Oct. 29. 
Totals in all departments took an 
upward swing here this week. Pol- 
itics played havoc with local sched- 
ules and will continue to do so until 
election day. The Young Democrats 


from out-of-staters, who formerly resided in Georgia, Staff ork and pair |Of Texas have purchased time on 


of guest artists provide musical 
Monday night. 


background on 
Facts about historic spots in state and a brief description 


programs, heard each 


of some well known Georgia landmark are worked into script. 








N. Y. Stations Loaded to Gills 


!local stations for a daily program to 
be called ‘On Guard, America.’ 

Football continues a_ reigning 
favorite, with as many as six games 
carried on a commercial basis on 
the local stations. 

KONO: Fehr Baking Co., an- 
nouncements on behalf of National 
Retail Grocers Week; two announce- 

per day for new Drive-In 





three announcements per 


|opening of Hagin Auto Supply Store; 


With Political Blurbs; Units OK ‘= 
It 0 itica ur S; nits say for B Levine Fire Sale; formal 


+ 


{ 

Practically nothing to report on | 
New York, except the stations are | 
loaded with political business. 

WHN: National Committee of 
Democrats for Willkie, through | 
Campbell-Ewald, 56 station-break | 
announcements; Jacob Ruppert Brew- 
ery, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 52 
announcements; United Drug Co. 
(Rexall), through Street & Finney, 
three 15-minute programs, ‘Parade 
of Stars’; Clark Shoe Co., direct, spot 
announcements before all football 
and hockey games; Golden Gate 
Arena, through Moe Gale, spot an- 
nouncements for amateur boxing 
bouts; National Committee, carrying 
all of the President’s five political 
talks; Democratic State Committee, 





Governor Lehman’s half-hour ad- | 


dress; Republican National Commit- 


tee, spot announcements on behalf of | 
Willkie; Women’s National Republi- | - 
can Club, broadcasts from the George | 


New | 


Washington Assembly Hall; 


York Republican State Committee, | 


series of five-minute talks. 

WMCA: Democratic National Com- 
mittee, 15-minute program; Fitch In- 
vestors, through E. C. Van Dyke, 
five-minute programs weekly, 52- 
week contract: Servus Clothes, Inc., 
through Klinger Advertising, 52- 


week contract for 30 announcements; | 


Brooklyn Associated Willkie Clubs 
of America, through J. 
Thompson, one hour rally; Lawyers’ 
Committee Against the Third Term. 
three five-minute programs; United 
Shoe Exchange, through Klinger Ad- 
vertising, 52-week contract for three 
15-minute programs weekly; Citi- 
zens Committee for Election of Orrin 
G. Judd, through David Ellis Asso- 
ciates, one 15-minute program; Demo- 


crats for Willkie National Commit- 
tee, one 15-minute program; Orrin 
G. Judd, through J. Butcher & Co., 


five-minute political talk: Indepen- 
dent Citizens Committee for Re-elec- 
tion of Roosevelt, 20 one-minute 
announcements; National Committee 
of Democrats for Willkie, through 
Campbell-Ewald, 56 announcements: 
Remington-Rand, Ine. through 
Franklin Bruck, seven five-minute 
programs weekly; New York Repub- 
lican State Committee, through J. 
Walter Thompson Co., two-week 
contract for three five-minute pro- 
grams weekly; Willkie War Veterans 


National Committee Eastern Divi- 
sion, two 15-minute programs. 
WNEW: Schwartzman Furs 


through J. R. 
Agency, ‘Mary 


This you,’ 13 


Kupsick Advertising 
Ellen Franklin—Is 


weeks, half-hour pro- 


gram: Democrats for Willkie Co 
mittee. through Campbell-Ewald. 56 
announcements, 15 days: Marlin Fire- 
arms Co., through Craven & Hed- 
rick. Inc., one-minute announce- 
ments, two weeks 
} Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
195 11,231 8.165 19,591 
195 11,067 7.857 19.119 
* +1.5% +3.9% 2.5% 
* No change. 
(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW 
WQXR) 





Orange, Texas, Has Hones 


Orange, Texas, Oct. 29 

Bert Horswell, Julius M. Gordon 
and K. W. Stevenson have received a 
charter to conduct a radio broad- 
casting biz in this community. Group 
is capitalized at $15,000. 

Group plans to file application in 
near future for a local outlet with 
full details as yet to be planned out. 


Walter | 


"| eight 





CINCY S0O-SO 


Politics Keep Web Units Up—Nat’l 
Spot and Local Drop 


Cincinnati, Oct. 29. 
Political biz figured in the slight 
total gain here, with the biggest boost 
in this bracket registered via net- 
work feeds. National spot and local 
showed a loss. 


| Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,730 9,665 6,603 22,998 
6,455 9,743 6,646 22,844 

+43% —08% —06% +0.7% 

(Included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 





PUT BALTO IN 
FINE SPIRITS 


Baltimore, Oct. 29. 

Heavy political buying and setting 
up of advance Christmas promotions, 
sending network and local unit 
counts up here in healthy manner. 
WBAL closed with Brager-Eisenberg 
Department Store for eight half-hour 
shows to be used two a week be- 
ginning in November; Hub Depart- 
ment Store also continuing on same 


station with announcements. 

Two standby major spot users 
were renewed this week, with 
Schmidt Baking Co. tieing up for 
1,248 announcements on WBAL and 
Phillips Packing Co. again lining up 
their six-year-old 15-minute daily 


noontime news strip on WFBR. 
WFBR: Election returns to Gun- 
ther Brewing Co., through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan; H-B Cough Drops, via Hor- 
ton Noyes, two nighttime spots a 
week; Sheaffer Pens, through Russel 


M. Seeds, three daytime and three 
nighttime spots a week; Procter & 
Gamble (Duz), three spots a week 


through 
via Lennen & 


Compton 


Adv.; Old 
Mitchell, two 


Gold, 
15-min- 


ute transcriptions a week (‘Martha 
Mears’ and ‘Tex: Rangers’); Phil- | 
lips Packing Co., renewed 15-minute 
news strip through the Merit Agen- 
cy; Iowa Soap Co., renewed partici- 
pations on ‘Every Woman’s Hour’ 


and ‘Studio Party’ through Western- 
Barne 


WBAL: Baltimore Spring Bed Co 
51 announcements through Loui 
Schecter; C. E. Kimmel Co. (tires), 
201 announcements via Elliott Buse 
Co.: Esskay Products, through Van 
Sant-Dugdale, 520 announcements; 
Elite Laundry, 102 announcements 
via Cahn, Miller & Nyberg: Ford 


Dealers of Baltimore, through Red- 
field-Johnstone, 39 half-hour shows; 
Brager-Eisenberg Department Store, 
half-hour programs, two a 


; week; Hub Department Store, three 


announcements; Dupont 


Anti-Freeze), 15 announcements 
through BBD&O: Schmidt Baking 
Co.. via W. E. Long, renewed 1,248 


Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 | 


Network Local Nationa? Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9.214 5,078 1,953 16,245 | 
8,770 4,834 1,940 15,544 | 

| +5.1% 1-5 07 +0.7% +4.5°% 
| (Include WBAL WCAO, WCBM 


(Five Star | 


|quarter-hour studio program each 
week to Louie and his Old Time 
Band. 

KABC: One-hour political talks 
through Mutual network; Packard 
Motor Co., three announcements per 
day for 26 days; Martha Washington 
Candy Co., two announcements per 
day; Home Supply Co. one an- 
nouncement per day for 30 days; 
Tax Payers Defense League, two 
five-minute programs and four 100- 
word announcements; Owl Radiator 
Co., five announcements per day, six 
|days per week; Alamo Lumber Co., 
one quarter-hour weekly newscast; 
Drive-In Theatre, 90 announcements 
to be used up by Dec. 22; Interstate 
Theatres, one 30-minute program and 
11 spot announcement tie-ins with 
‘Knute Rockne-All American;’ 7-Up 
Co., three 15-minute, remote broad- 
‘casts from local food show; Para- 
mount Pictures, broadcast of discus- 
sion, ‘World in Flames,’ 15-minutes 
{through Mutual; Zorro Tobacco Co. 
| (Cort Cigarettes), three announce- 
|ments per day; Lutheran Laymens 
| League, 30-minute broadcast through 
i Mutual network; Chadwick and Sur- 
ltees service station, five announce- 
| ments per week. 

WOAI: Gospel Broadcasting Asso- 
ciation, renewal for one year of ‘Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour’ through R. 
H. Alber; Morton Salt Co., through 
|Klau-Van Pieterson-Dunlap, three 
| five-minute programs per week for 
1 weeks; Plough, Inc. through Lake- 
| Spiro-Shurman, varied schedule of 
| announcements for St. Joseph’s As- 
|pirin and Penetro Nose Drops; Men- 
tholatum Co., through Dillard Jacobs, 





six one-minute announcements per | 
week; Taxpayers Defense League, 


six 100-word announcements, one 25- 
wortl announcement and one five- 
minute program; Young Democrats 
of Texas, two 15-minute broadcasts; 
Frito Co., through Ray K. Glenn, 
four announcements per Crazy 
Water Crystals, daily quarter-hour 
program through Texas Quality Net- 
work; Ormsby Chevrolet Co, 
|through Thomas Conroy, four an- 
nouncements per week. 


week: 


-| Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 | 
Network 


Local National Total 

| Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,767 8,622 1,325 16,714 

6,694 7,997 1,240 15,931 

1.1% +-7.8°% 6.9% +-4.9% 

(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
WOAT) 


SPOTS OUT OF FRISCO 


California and 


Salad Placed in East 


Packing Duchess 


San Francisco, Oct. 29. 


McCann-Erickson has placed na- | 
tional spot campaign for California 
Packing Corp. on behalf of Del 
Monte coffee, including six one-min- | 
ute ET dramas weekly on KIRO, 
Seattle; KOB, Albuquerque; WGY, 


Schenectady; and WJR, Detroit. for 
21 weeks; 12 spots weekly on WFBM, 
Indianapolis, and KYA, San Fran- 
|cisco, for same period, and six 150- 
word participations weekly on KNX 
home-ec shows. 

Lord & Thomas office here has 
placed series of Duchess Salad Dress- 
ing spots for Safeway Stores of Oak- 
|land on WRC and WJSV, Washing- 
|ton, and WMBG and WRVA, Rich- 
mond. Same account, via J. Walter 
Thompson, has spotted Julia Lee 
Wright Bread on WMAL, WRC and 
WJSV also. 

Twenty California stations are in- 
cluded in spot campaign for Gas Ap- 
pliance Society of California placed 
by Jean Scott Frickelton agency. 


ee and 1400 kilocycles, 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Bob Emery of WOR got an order to play-act a foreign correspondent 
in a March of Time film....Drove to Montauk Point to pose as a news. 
paperman watching for air-raids....then the scene was deleted. He got 
cash but no thrill....Emery’s ‘This Wonderful World,’ now under Natural 
History Museum, not Hayden Planetarium, and heard at new WOR time, 
1 p. m. Saturdays....Pat Barnes moved three notches nearer Manhattan 
to catch the 5:23 milk train for his WEAF early-riser frolic. ...Mrs. Milton 
Biow very ill....Earl McGill, of CBS, off one train from White Sulphur 
Springs, on another for educational special at WDRC, Hartford, Jast 
weekend. 

Buddy Hassett, Boston Bees’ first baseman, is spotter for Stan Lomax on 
the Brooklyn Dodger football games over WOR....George Hogan is doing 
color and the Schick razor commercials for the games....Stan Shaw, con. 
ductor of the Milkman’s Matinee over WNEW, after signoff on his pro- 
gram at 7 o'clock in the morning, boards a plane at LaGuardia airport for 
Baltimore, returning the same midnight in time to take over his early 
morning marathon....His mother is seriously ill in Balto, and hence the 
trips. 

Madge Tucker, who is ‘The Lady Next Door’ at NBC, is writing series 
of story books for kids which are published in album form with phono- 
graph records included....John Royal tosses a luncheon Friday (1) for 
R. A. Rendell, overseas service exec of British Broadcasting Corp., who is 
on this side for a quickie....Sydney Moseley, ex-London radio editor, to 
be interviewed over NBC by June Hynd. 

Hank Garson and Al Lewis are doing the scripting for Nan Rae and 
Maude Davis on the Kate Smith show (CBS)....Brian Aherne is 
‘Lincoln Highway’ (Hecker-NBC) Nov. 9. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Kate Smith will do her Nov. 22-29 broadcasts from here. Longer stay 
is probable....Freeman Keyes here from Chi checking up on ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’....Sunkist added 12 stations to Hedda Hopper’s string, swelling 
the CBS total to 40....Norman Corwin doing the radio adaptation of ‘The 
Great Man Votes’ for John Barrymore on Screen Guild Theatre Nov. 3.... 
Dick Kobler, guardian of the stage door at CBS Vine Street theatre, got 
his big acting chance on Lux's ‘Strike Up the Band’, He'll be used again 
so as to make up for the outlay of that AFRA card....Atch Oboler hops 
back to New York to direct Joan Crawford in ‘The Word,’ his original 
for Oxydol....Bob Lee assigned by Young & Rubicam to produce the 
Postum serial, ‘Second Wife,’ airing along the Coast on CBS starting Nov. 
11....Carroll Carroll believes his young ‘un is cut out for a writer. ‘Or 
why,’ double C wants to know, ‘does he keep falling on his head?’... .Bill 
Morrow and Ed Beloin celebrated five years of scripting for Jack Benny, 
and Don Wilson chimed in for his seven years with Jello....Hubbell 
Robinson here to check up on talent....Some of the agency lads 
in New York might like to know that the rainy season has set in early 
That puts the damper on golf and other outdoor pursuits....Joe Bigelow 
is taking flying lessons....Murray Brophy, Columbia management's head- 
man along these slopes, out of the hosp but still in a cast....John Wald, 
Don Forbes and Wayne Miller, the Richfield Reporter trio, making per- 
sonals up and down the Coast in schools and colleges....Draft numbers 
were picked up by 121 out of 192 at KNX....Virginia Bruce set on Silve! 
Theatre Nov. 3....Homer Canfield joined a local publicity staff....Charlie 
Vanda drew a salufe from the Masquers upon his election to board of 
directors....Bob Hope doing a show from Frisco where he’s drawing ’ 
into the auto show. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Cliff Peterson of the Escorts & Betty quartet at NBC 
hospital for internal investigation Jane Gilbert added to cast of ‘Womar 
in White,’ Elmira Roessler to ‘Scattergood Baines,’ and to 





set for 


Fran Carlon, Betty Arnold and Barbara Murphy... 
bour added to continuity gang at WGN. 

Bob Guilbert added to cast of ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ and Bob Jelli- 
son to cast of ‘Story of Bud Barton’...Edmund Abbott joins the produc- 
tion staff of Columbia-WBBM, coming in from KSL, Salt Lake City. 
Johnny Erp of NBC news and special events department recouping fron 
stomach op at St. Joseph’s hospital...Bernadine Flynn of ‘Vic and Sade’ 
to Cincy to chin about radfo to Procter & Gamble employees...Ulme 
| Turner back on WENR handling the ‘Globe Trotter’ news periods for the 
Hearst Hefald-American. 


| 

a ] a , r ’ . ’ 

IN SAN FRANCISCO... 

| Tieup whereby ‘I Want a Divorce’ is assured consistent plugging by bot 

| Photoplay and True Story was engineered by Emil Brisacher agency han- 


True 











| dling the Joan Blondell show which shifted to Mutual this month, 
Story yarn will be dramatized once a month under terms of pact, wh 
Cal York, commentator on the program, represents Movie Mirror-Photo- 
play....Tea Garden Products sponsors ‘Divorce’ on Don Lee unit of Mutua 
with Acme Brewing giving it a ride in the Hawaiian Islands, Alaska a! 
| Utah. Shefford Cheese pays the bills in Chicago, a bakery in Washington. 
| Vess Beverage in St. Louis. C. F. Mueller Co. in New York. All are 
| members of the Food & Beverage Broadcasters Assn. 
| Dick Wynne, KSFO spieler, doing off-screen narration for commercia 
| shorts on plywood in W.°A. Palmer labs here....Jack Gregson, same sti 
| tion, got check from Russ Johnson, CBS Coast program prexy, for sug 
| gesting football twist to Kid’s Quiz, inter-city juve show....Archie Presb» 
and Joe Gillespie now handling KGO and KPO Musical Clocks respective 
Richfield Reporter airing from Frisco this .Spielers 
daytimes making personals in local school KYA got so many reque 
for numbers on the first anniversary- concert in its two-hour, 
| a-week series that it will take one month to play them all off....thoug! 
| it would be nice to have the fans pick their own program Willard 
| Tiffany of KQW is new chief engineer at KJBS....Gene Clark, new salt 
promotion manager for NBC, gives out on ‘Behind Scenes In Radio’ befo 
Optimist club Wednesday (30)....Ernie Smith, KYA, hatless until tl! 
week....capitulated when his sponsor, Roos Bros.’ department store, beg 
plugging new headgear....Dave Schofield quizzing Monday night fight 
| on KYA Friday afternoons ahead of bouts. 
| Chores of Bob Ackerly, newscaster, Jack Bennett, who handled KPO 
| Musical Clock, and Will Aubrey of KGO Musical Clock, have been take: 
| over by staff announcers at NBC here. Trio got minimum of two weeks’ 
| pay apiece and promises of first calls....Aubrey retains his sustainer, ‘I! 
| the Good Old Days,’ one of NBC's top local features, and his services alse 
being peddled to sponsors, 


WKAT Goes to 1330 


| Miami, Oct. 29. 

Frank Katzentine’s NBC blue af- 
| filiate WKAT celebrated frequency 
| shift at increased wattage Thursday 
| (24) with special program partici- 
pated in by civic officials. New al- 


week... pend! 


seven-da' 





KYA Enters Frisco 
Channel Sweepstakes 


San Francisco, Oct. 29 
Latest entrant in Frisco scramble 
for choicer air channels is KYA 
Currently on 1230, the Hearst outlet 
is asking for 560 kc, now occupied b} 


| 








| location puts WKAT on 1330 killo-| KSFO. 


cycles, with power up to 1,000 watts. | KSFO meantime is seeking a mic- 
Station formerly operated on 250/ dle-wave spot in an effort to la 
50 kw. 


in Ravenswood 


‘Bachelor’s Chil- 
dren’ there is a batch which includes Butler Mandeville, Stanley Waxman, 
Henry Salisbury Bar- 


aero, 











eee 
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Radio's Peeve at Meat Biz 





Washington, Oct. 29. 


Curse of the National Association of Broadcasters was put last week on 
the meat packing industry. Failure to devote to radio any of the $2,000,000 


for advertising drive through the American Meat Institute drew an un- | campaign, 








DETROIT ‘PLUS’ 1.4%, 





Rival Political Coin Woos Michigan 
—Local Healthy 


—_—_—— 


; Detroit, Oct. 29. 
Nearing the stretch on the political 
Detroit’s stations are 


mistakable hint to station operators to be careful about giving any free! catching a heavy amount of, this type 


plugs to the big packing houses. 


| of business. 


With Michigan marked 


With the campaign in 16 magazines and 150 newspapers in progress, the | by recent polls as one of the states 
N. A. B. remarked that radio isn’t getting its ‘fair share’ of the budget| with a narrow margin which can 
pecause the Meat Institute feels that there is ‘plenty of free time’ for the | swing it either way, political buying 
asking. Broadcasters are paying for their past generosity, the radio trade | here has been so heavy it has meant | 
body commented sourly, adding that in the past it has engaged in ‘con-/ that stations have killed many half- 
siderable correspondence’ with the National Live Stock and Meat Board, | hours of network time. 
the Institute of American Meat Packers and related outfits concerning free | 


offers and time chiseling. 


‘Admitting that many individual advertisers in this field have been and | and brewers among the most liberal 
are regular users of paid time, the extent to which radio is being bled still | spenders. 


Local business continues to build 
up steadily with clothiers, furriers 


The scene here has be- 


appears as the chief reason for its being shut out of the present campaign,’ | come decidedly healthy. 


the N. A. B. said. 


WJBK: Murray Furs, 45-minute 


‘Every broadcaster is familiar with the flood of publicity scripts, recipes, ‘musical, Sundays, 13 weeks; Good 
menu suggestions, booklet offers, and other so-called ‘news for house- | Housekeeping Shops, two-hour mu- 
wives’ which these same groups have constantly sought to place on wo-| sical, Saturday, indefinite; Auto City 
men’s programs and domestic science hours throughout the country. ...| Brewing Co., half-hour show, Sun- 
When the meat packing industry, which has warded off radio’s sales solici- | day, 13 weeks; Franklin Department | 


tations for years with the excuse ‘No funds for advertising’ invests $2,-| Store, five 15-minute newscasts of | 
| Bill Sawyer, Monday through Friday, 


000,000 in printed media (while still 


seeking and expecting free time on 


the air) it may well be that the time has come for radio to ‘make its move,’ | 13 weeks; Sally Furs, two 15-minute 


trade unit warned 





POLITICAL ADVS. 
BOOST L.A.; 
SPOT OFF 


Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 

Politicos are pounding down the 
stretch and that means a thick spread 
of coin on all fronts. Columbia’s 
KNX reported the week devoid of 
any other activity, with 140 quarter- 
hours contracted for by agencies. 
Added to the national campaign is 
the hot fight locally for district at- 
torney and daylight saving. Only 
deficit of the week showed up in na- 
tional spot. Don Lee’s KHJ made the 
best showing in new eontracts. 

KNX: Republican Campaign Com- 
mittee, 15 quarter-hours, through | 
Lockwood-Shackelford; Di-Mon-Glo, | 
78 participations in ‘Fletcher Wiley’ | 
combination, through Ted Dahl. | 

KFI: Forest Lawn Memorial Park, | 
23 participations in ‘Art Baker's | 
Notebook,’ through Dan B. Miner; | 
White Laboratories, 52 one-minute | 
transcriptions, through H. W. Kas- 
tor; Musterole, 130 announcements, | 
through Erwin-Wasey; Remington- 
Rand (razors), 27 announcements, 
through Leeford agency; May Co.,| 








eight announcements, through Milton | 
Weinberg. 

KECA: May Co., five 
ments, through Milton Weinberg; | 
Willkie Republican Committee, 14 
announcements and _ one-minute | 
transcriptions, through Lockwood- 
Shackelford; Piso Co., 111 announce- 
ments, through Lake, Spiro & Shur- 
man. 

KHJ: General Cigar, 104 quarter- 
hour programs, through J. Walter 
Thompson; Rev. Roy Laurin, 130 
quarter-hour programs; Par Soap, 11 
quarter-hours, through Tomaschke- | 
Elliott; Randall Motor Club, 13 quar- | 
ter-hours, through Lockwood-Shack- 
elford; Rose Hills Memorial Park, 39 
quarter-hours, through Philip J. 
Meany; Carter Products, 5,200 spots, 
through Street & Finney; Potter 
Drug, 624 spots, through Atherton & 
Currier. 

KFWB: Southern California En- 
terprises, 52 quarter-hours; Buron 
Fitts for District Attorney, two quar- 


announce- 


ter-hours, through Allied Adv.: W: 
the People Committee for Willkie, 60 
announcements, through Don. Mont- 
£omery. 
Fe Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
12,341 11,614 2,275 26.230 
11,448 11,128 2,331 24,907 
ir , ? ' | 
TI8% +444% —21% 15.3% | 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KH4J, | 
KNX) 


Seattle Local OK; | 


Total Units Perky _ 


Seattle, Oct. 29. | 

Network biz stuck to the status quo 

here this week, while other units 

rose. Local gains were outstanding 

@s political fight got hot in this area 
due to anticipated heavy vote. 





| Oct. 26 Com pared to Oct. 19 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
5,615 10,865 772 17,252 | 
5,610 10,497 760 16,867 | 
°* +35% 416% +2.3% | 
——— } 
| 
* No change. 
(Included: KIRO, KOL., KRSC) 


| mittee, 
| political spots. 


KOA SELLS 384 3-HRS.; 
_ KLZ CLOSE WITH 364 


Denver, Oct. 29. 


"Twas a nice race, apparently, be- 
tween KOA and KLZ to see which 
could sell the most quarter-hours last 
week. KOA won by a nose—384 to 
364. Four remotes a week from 
Mammoth Gardens (roller skating 
and other sports) were responsible 
for 208 of the quarter-hours on KLZ, 
while Kay’s Jewelry Co. bought 312 
of the total on KOA. 

Two department stores were repre- 
sented in the week’s sales, with the 
Golden Eagle Store buying 156 quar- 
ter-hours on KLZ, and the new W. T. 
Grant Store signed for 52 quarter- 





hours and 520 announcements on 
KOA. 

KLZ: Mammoth Gardens, four 
quarter-hour remotes weekly, one 


year; Golden Eagle Dry Goods Co., 
through Max Goldberg, three 15- 
minutes weekly, one year; Publix 
Cab Co., eight spots; Campana Sales 


| 
| 





| orch, ‘Mountain Pete,’ Tuesday and | 
Thursday, 13 weeks; Bowery Night | 


Club, seven 15-minute programs of 
recordings, week around, 13 weeks: 
five spot announcements daily for 
Musterole and five for Pain Expeller 
on ‘Polish Hour’ programs, 13 weeks. 


| Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
8,665 11,923 5,171 25,759 
8,980 11,407 5,024 25,411 

—3.5% +4.5% +2.9% +1.4% 


(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, 
WWJ, WXYZ) 


WBAL’S STUDIO PARTIES 
FOR MERCHANDIZING 


Baltimore, Oct. 29. 
Harold C. Burke, managing direc- 
tor of WBAL here, has inaugurated 








‘a series of ‘Studio Parties,’ to mer- 


chandise its new programs. Account 


|executives, salesmen, employees and 
|selected customers are invited to the 


Co., through Aubrey, Moore & Wal- | 


lace, one spot; Packard Motors, 
through Young & Rubicam, 21 spots; 
Standard Oil Co., through McCann- 
Erickson, 26 chain breaks; Lever 
Bros., through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
eight announcements; Republic 
Co., through Raymond Keane, 
spots; American Pop Corn 

through Buchanan-Thomas, 


10 
Co.. 


four 


| spots; Republican State Central Com- 


through Ball-Davidson, four 


KOA: Kay’s Jewelry Co., 


weekly, one year: W. T. Grant Co., 
through Max Goldberg, 52 quarter- 


hours and 520 announcements: P. 
Torillard Co., through Lennen & 
Mitchell, 20 10-minute programs; 


Bay Petroleum Corp., through Ray- 
mond Keane, 18 10-minute programs; 
Aviation Institute of Denver, through 
Lane-Freiberger, three five-minute 
programs. 

KFEL: Albany Hotel, three-quar- 
ter hous a week with Willie Hartzel 
orchestra for their Ranch Room: 
Colorado School of Mines, 10 football 


j}announcements; announcements to 
the following: Acme Silver Plating 
Works, Ala-Down Pharmacy, Bang- 
harts Market, M. & M. Motor Co., 
Timber Down Tavern, Jack’s Fruit 
Store, National Fuel Co., Imperial 
Cleaners, S. H McKee Motor Co 
H. S. Lay Studios, King’s Creamery 
Welby Tavern, Skelly Heating Equip- 
ment Co., Pikes Peak Fuel Co 
Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8.545 4 480 LoLe 14.540 
8.385 5.381 Li 15.484 
1.9° 16.7% 11.8 6.1‘ 
(in led: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


DES MOINES SPOT_UP 


Nat’l Biz Gains 6°% While Lecal Dives 
—Web Plus 2.8 


Des Moines, Oct. 29. 
Total business edged upwards 
slightly, national spot contributing 
heftily to this performance with 
6.1% gain. Local units meantime 
took a dive. Network fare okay. 


Ty Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 





Drug | 


through | 
Raymond Keane, six quarter-hours | 


Account Agency Time Purchases 
American Bird Products ....Weston-Barnett 66008600 ses CO eee 
Bos U, FROTNB GT osc kdacveccce ... Fiarvey-Massengale ...ece. . Announcement 
Baume Bengue.........cece.. Wm. ESty..... ccc cc ewes Announcement 
Beaumont Laboratories....... Ee JOR TROON se 5 05a bp 00nesn hides ae ean Spots 
Beneficial Casualty Insurance. .Stodel Agency 7 Y% Hours | 
Dr. W. B. Caldwell Sherman & M: te Announcements 
Carnation Milk............ee. Erwin, Wasey........cescees Participations 
Catspaw Rubber Heel .S. A, Levyne ene 
Compagnie Parisienne........Northwest Adv..........06. 5-Min. Spots 
Continental Baking...........Benton & Bowle .Announcements 
du Pont...... Si kale Se eae, eee ee % Hour 
Farnsworth Television & Radio.N. W. Ayer Chain breaks 
E. Fougera (Vapex). -omall & Seiffer.......cscee , Spot 
Feenamint... , ge ae eae ; ID He 
Hinds Honey & Almond Cream.Wm. Esty Sy 
Lester Piano Co te dered Be TR, PROTINS, ks ete ss evar Vs, Hour 
Lever Br« (Rinso) Rut ff & Rvyar H 
M it » Sos ( F Bi , 

M e Lamp Ce I & i 
Mat Pir i 

B es) & | Pa 
Marylai eut J I Ann 
May Co r Le 
Mission Be WineS....ccece > mit & § A 
Musterole... rere eae W ase Ar 
Packard Motor iandeeuaee & R AY 
Peter Paul Chocolate + ke Oe Da } 

Piso Co. (Cough Syrup) .. Lake-Spiro-Shermar 5 6h, Ahan . Spot 
Potter Drug (Cuticura) sop MBOGTtOn Ge GUPrrief: ..ccsc cd Anne cements 
iP & G (Dash)..... ce .-Pedlar & Ryan....... be 14 Hours 
Railway Express Agency..... Caples C occccccesess ANNOUNCeMeEnts 
PEMINEION= NANG. os o0sccceccs PTEDRUN BLUth.cccrccccdceses.O°min, SpGts 
fC, MEOMOUCE «65 4554004046 1S OED COO, oy) 655 d0d sk bbs see e Rees ... Spots 
| W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co. .meuseel MM: Betds. 6sccsccraccd Announcements 
POULDEIN Facine H.R...ss.s- wWwOrd Gt THOMAS. .25.0ciscrad Announcements 
Standard Oil.... . McCann-Erickson cocosee Lime signals, 
Announcements 

Studebaker Corp......<:0ss.> Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham...% Hour: 
Vick Chemical (Va-tro-nol)...Morse International.......... .5-Min. Spots, 


| 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,540 3,254 3,424 15,218 | 
8.310 3,491 3,227 15,028 

+2.8% —6.8% 6.1% +1.3% 
(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


station for details of the proposed 
radio campaign stressing sales angles 
planned and method of developing 
a follow-through. 

After the business of the evening 
is completed, a variety show employ- 
ing studio orchestra and talent, 
staged by Paul Gerard, station pro- 
duction head. Electrical transcrip- 
tions of gags by invited guests are 
made and piayed back with particu- 
lar emphasis laid on selling the new 
show to client’s entire personelle. 


1S 


Important National Spot 


Placed L 


(According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio 


Market 


| 





WGR Amends Bid 


Buffalo, Oct. 29. 


WGR, which had sought boost in 
inighttime power from 1,000 to 5,000 
watts, sent an amended application to 
the FCC last week. New request 
'omits request for power uppage. 
Outlet shifting its transmitter from 
Tonawanda to Hamburg, N. Y. 


Salt Lake Gains 
Slightly; 2 Buy 
Election Returns 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 29. 
Political programs continue 
hold the spotlight here, while net- 


work and heavy local schedules keep 
time availability extremely limited. 











KDYL: Graybar Electric Co., spon- | 


'sorship of election returns; American 
‘Popcorn Co., through Buchanan- 
|Thomas, series of spots; Personal 
Finance Co. 62 announcements; 
Sweet Candy Co., 52 Class A an- 
nouncements; Purity Biscuit Co., 
twenty-six 100-word spots; Morris 
Finance Co., 30 fifty-word announce- 
ments; P. W. Madsen Furniture Co., 
\five 50-word Class A spots weekly. 
| KSL: North American Accident 
Insurance Co., through Franklin 
Bruck, series of five-minute an- 
nouncements; Smith Brothers Cough 
|Drops, through J. D. Tarcher, Inc., 
;series of 50-word evening announce- 
ments; Plough, Ince. (Penetro), 
through Lake-Spiro-Shurman, series 
of one-minute and 50-word 
nouncements; Rexall Drug 
through Street and Finney, 
three quarter-hour spots. 
KUTA: J. B. Burnham Finance Co. 
election returns; Stoplites, 


Inc., 


through 


‘Featherstone Agency, 500 spot an- 
nouncements; United Mushroom Co., | 
through McGillvra Agency, 68 spot | _ 
Roebuck & | 


announcements; Sears, 
Co., 100 spot announcements. 


sett , saad cipal a 
Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 | | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,985 2,656 629 11,270 
7.954 2.644 603 11,201 
40.4% 405% +443% +0.6% 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


Accounts 
ast Week 


Cities’ ) 


Announcements 





DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 


to | 


an- | 
Co., | five-minute periods weekly, ‘Health 


‘Two More Papers Join Frisco’s 
Air-News Coverage of Politics 


San Francisco, Oct. 29, 

Everybody concentrating on elec- 
tion tieups this week, with result 
| press is full of call-letters. Started 
‘by Al Nelson, the radio-paper co- 
| Operative coverage idea has blos- 
;somed out three-fold. In addition to 
; the NBC KGO-KPO affiliation with 
the Chronicle, CBS-KSFO has 
hooked up with the Call-Bulletin 
(Hearst) while the latter’s sister- 
sheet, the Examiner, will have 
KFRC-Mutual mikemen under foot. 

Other biz virtually at a standstill, 
political broadcasts gumming up 
skeds beyond hope. Not many wheels 
will turn until after it’s all over. 

KFRC: Carter Products (for Ar- 
rid), through Spot Broadcasting, N-Y., 
156 one-minute spots; Armand Co. 
(for Brisk shave cream), through 
| Russell M. Seeds, Chicago, 65 100- 
word spots; Bank of America, 
through Charles R. Stuart, one quar- 
ter-hour, California network; Hast- 
ings Clothiers, 195 quarter-hours 
| through July 18, 1941, ‘Fulton Lewis, 
| Jr.’ (renewal); Willkie-McNary head- 





quarters, through Campaigns, Inc., 30 
spots. 

KYA: Riggio Tobacco (Regent 
cigarets), through M. H. Hackett, 


N. Y., and International Radio Sales, 
N. Y., 14 news flashes daily, every 
day, 52 weeks; Skippy Peanut Butter 
Co., through Botsford, Constantine & 
Gardner, three quarter-hours week- 
ly, ‘Superman’; William H. Wise, 
Seattle (for aviation book), through 
| Northwest Radio Advertising, Seattle, 
five minutes weekly, ‘Wing of the 
World’; The Fur Doctor (furs), 
through Allied Advertising, six par- 
ticipations weekly, ‘Sunrise Round- 
up’; Doumitt Shoe Co., direct, three 








| Shoe Shoemaker’ (renewal). 


| eee — ————— 
|| Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 | 


’| Network Local National Total 


Units Units SpotUnits Units 
10,625 4,297 2,227 17,149 
11,080 4,096 2,132 17,308 

41% +5% +4.5% —0.9% 

| (Included: K REC, _KGO, KJBS, KPO, 
-_ KSFO) he 


RESTING 
TIME SCARCE 


Chicago, Oct 
| Business has settled down through- 
| out the local radio field, with every- 
body who is coming in already in, 
and with schedules on all the sta- 
tions practically stationary for the 
time being. It is now mid-season, 
the status quo remains, and no real 
changes indicated until afier the 
first of the year. 

Here and there a couple of addi- 


CHI 


| 
‘ 





29 


are 





City 
Baltimc 


Store 
Hub Dept. Store..... 


Time Purchases | 


ere eeccceceess- Announcements 


| 
/ 


tional accounts are being picked up, 
uch as a six-a-week strip of 10 min- 
utes each on WMAQ from the Daily 
News in a tie-up deal; WJJD got 15 
minutes weekly for the Great Lakes 
3lind Co. through Commercial 
3roadcasters agency; Standard Oil of 
Indiana bought 12 station-break an- 
nouncements weekly through Mc- 
Cann-Erickson; Grove L: ries 
took x one-mir ani ‘ 
el] through J. Walter The - 
( the Gree S Tr g 
15 minute ( Su 
t K 
I od de; f pe ] 
l me e € 
¢ . é | c o 
Vv o there e He- 
ed commer I } tae 
l if it I } 
f t] ri ere 
WGN has announcement schedules 
from Famous Permanent Wave Sa- 
lons, through Ferry-Hanley; Willkie 
Clubs of Illinois, through Sherman & 
Marquette; Jests, through Joseph 
Katz; Sheaffer Pen Co., through 
Russel M. Seeds; American Cran- 
berry Exchange, and a 15-minute 
participation in the ‘Make Believe 
Ballroom,’ for Gorjus, through Neis- 
ser-Meyerhoff. 
Oct. 26 Compared to Oct. 19 
| Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
9,740 5,944 11,250 26.944 
9,740 5,940 11,220 26.900 
° ° +0.3% +0.2% 
* No change. 
(Included: WBBM, WENR., WGN, WIND, 


WJID, WLS, WMAQ) 
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ASCAP Festival Turns ‘Em Away 


AtN. Y. Fair; Draws Top Weekday B.O. 





the wiser that the blind tunesmith 


By ABEL GREEN 
c — tA ‘ Susie was was being eased off and on and off 
pranaas S merican susic the stage—likewise tied things up 


the inclusive tag of the Music| cold. That went for a number of 
Festival staged by the American So- the other’ writer - entertainers, 
ciety of Composers, Authors and whether aided by more skillful in- 

. , |terpreters of their songs or sans as- 
Publishers at the Music Hall on the | cist, who were kept to a strict 
N. Y. Fairgrounds Thursday (24) | schedule, however, by conferencier 
afternoon and evening, on a day that | Buck, due to the wealth of material. 
saw just over 200,000 admissions} Jules Bledsoe was another soloist; 
clocked, a record weekday take.|Margaret Speaks sopranoed Friml, 


: 
Wednesday, October 30, 19409 a 
$200,000 Song Suit By 
Cuban Composer Vs. Par 


. :| Network Plugs, 8 A.M. tol AM, 


miss a $200,000 suit against it for | Ss . 
alleged unauthorized use of a song} Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tun 
will be argued in N. Y. federal court | NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Nov. 12. Plaintiff is Eduardo Sanchez |Monday through Sunday (Oct. 21-27). Total represents accumulateg 
De Fuentes, Cuban composer. performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol ¢ 

De Fuentes claims his song, ‘Por | denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
Tus Ojos,’ written in Cuba, with after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these | 





es on 





| subsequent registration in Washing- | listings. 











Whether the ASCAP show—certainly 
an all-star galaxy that will never be 


duplicated on any stage—was the 
draw, or whether it was the pyra- 
miding peak in the final week of the 
“air, fact remains the turnaways at 
he Hall, for the ASCAP show, were 
olenty. Had it been sold as im- 
oressively as the occasion war- 
canted, it might have assumed al- 
most riotous proportions, so it’s just 
as well that the 


buildup, resulted as it did. 


Certainly here was a show that 
was undersold. It wasn’t the Fair or 


the ASCAP publicists’ fault as it) any rift between ASCAP and the | 


was a sequence of procrastinations 
from within and without, having to 
do mainly with the locale, until Mike 


Todd agreed to vacate his ‘Streets of | 


Paris’ for that night in order to 
house the matinee and evening 
ASCAP show. Actually, in view of 
the Fair’s waning interest, and for 
better showmanship values—espe- 
cially because of the subtle purpose 
intended—ASCAP might have done 
itself a better favor if it hired Madi- 
son Square Garden and even en- 
gaged broadcast facilities. 


Brightly, yet with the proper 
touch of sentiment, emceed by the 
Society’s president, Gene Buck, a 
who’s who of songwriter-entertainers 
at the night show comprised the 
‘popular’ program, as contrasted to 
the afternoon’s Rochester Philhar- 
monic Symphony concert batoned by 
Dr. Howard Hanson, himself an} 
ASCAPite. 


Opening with the national anthem 
—and Francis Scott Key is not an 
ASCAP member—and john Philip | 
Sousa’s ‘Stars and Stripes Forever,’ | 
until the 35th and final ‘act,’ Irving 
Berlin singing his own ‘God Bless | 
America’ (both Sousa and Berlin| 
are ASCAPites) it was certainly an 
impressive cavalcade of what the 
Society holds within its catalog. 


Parade of Name Songsmiths 


The parade of songsmiths pre- 
ented included Berlin, Sigmund 
Romberg, Jerome Kern, Billy Hill, 
Dave Stamper, maestro Johnny 
Green who conducted the entire 
show with a pickup band of 60 that 
did a capital job throughout, Ray 
Henderson, Harry Von Tilzer, W. C. 
Handy, Jean Schwartz, Arthur 
Schwartz (sans Howard 
Clara Edwards and Jack Lawrence, 
Richard Rodgers (sans Lorenz 
Hart), Joe E. Howard, Gene Autry 
with his trio from the Rodeo, sing- 
ing his own cowboy songs; medleys 
of Cohan, Gershwin and Victor Her- 


} 


bert in tribute (Cohan’s illness 
forced a last-minute dropout, the 
lone disappointment of the an- 


nounced talent), Walter Donaldson, 
Peter DeRose and May Singhi 
Breen, Harold J. Rome, Harry Arm- 
strong, Ruth Lowe, Sammy Fain, 
Ernie Burnett, Nick and Charles 
Kenny (a couple of scared barber- 
shop-chorders), Ferde Grofe, Irving 
Caesar and Gerald Marks, J. Fred 
Coots, Fred Ahlert and Milton Ager. 

As with the ASCAP Day at the 
San Francisco Exposition, broadcast- 


ing facilities were denied the event, | 
station, | 


the’ municipal N. Y. City 
WNYC, alone picking it up via 
transcription for re-broadcast on the 


morrow, when time schedules per- | ; 
when sauerkraut was called ‘liberty | 
|cabbage’ and no one dared to have | 


mitted. 

Despite the dominantly male pa- 
rade of songwriters, it was a wholly 
sHowmanly affair, running a solid 
three hours from 8:30 and leaving 
them hungry for more. Where some 
of the interpretive talents 
songsmiths proved weak, Buck cov- 
ered that up by stating, ‘It’s enough 
we write ’em for others to sing and 
play ’em.’ 

Tribute to Kern 


Of the femme interludes, the very 
photogenic Hollace Shaw who intro- 


duced ‘All the Things You Are’ in | 


Jerome Kern's ‘Very Warm for May’ 
reprised that with the composer at 
the piano. Both Kern and Romberg 
stopped things cold with their mu- 
sical comedy excerpts, and W. C. 
Handy, trumpet-soloing his equally 
classic ‘St. Louis Blues’—with few 


Dietz), | 


of the | 


{Romberg and her uncle Oley Speaks’ 
| works; Harry Armstrong led in a 
|gang-song of his ‘Sweet Adeline’; 
|ditto entertainer-songwriter Joe E. 
| Howard who wowed with ‘I Wonder 
| Who’s Kissing Her Now’; Ferde 
| Grofe guest-conducted his ‘On the 
| Trail’ movement from ‘Grand Can- 
‘yon Suite’; Johnny Green conducted 
{the sundry musical salutes. to 
;founder Victor Herbert, along with 


| tributes to Gershwin and Cohan. 


sundry details,|; When Kern came on the rostrum,|to bands the booking contracts it 
causing delay on advance publicity | an unusual salute to that composer | holds on them has the trade wonder- 


was the rising of the orchestra in 
| his respect. 


There wasn’t a single word anent 


| broadcasters, the occasion being 
| keynoted as the 25th anniversary 
| celebration—actually it’s 26 years 
now. 


Afternoon’s ‘Serious’ Concert 


Afternoon session of symphonic 
works got under way about 2:30 p.m. 
with New York’s Mayor F. H. La 
Guardia batoning the Rochester 
Philharmonic in the ‘Star Spangled 
Banner.’ The 3,000 seat Music Hall 
was never more than three quarters 
filled during the slightly more than 
two hour parade of serious works, 
but with turnover had more than 
jcapacity for that portion. Buck 
handled the introductions smoothly, 
as he did the evening session, and 
Deems Taylor did the commentary. 





Dr. Howard Hanson, director of the | 


Eastman School of Music, was con- 
ductor, 


ASCAP officials aver that 
several instances they had a bit of 
difficulty in convincing Fair visitors 
that the concert was free admission. 
Also that a number of people on 
hand thought that ‘Streets of Paris,’ 
which the Music Hall housed until a 
week ago, was still operating and 


these sought to buy tickets to a per- | 


{formance of the musical. 


| 

Between the afternoon and eve- 
ning sessions the ASCAP maintained 
open house for visiting newspaper- 
men and other invitees at the Na- 
| tional Advisory Club, nearby 
|Music Hall. 


|freshments were served. The inter- 


lude was under direction of A. P. 
Waxman, ASCAP rep. 





| ‘Student Prince’ 
| a ee: from page 1. 


| will help combat national hatreds 
and emphasize the American spirit 

|}of tolerance and _ understanding,’ 
Schuler asserted. 

| With the house scaled to $1.50, 








|more than 7,000 attended the two 
, performances. Roy Cropper, New 
York musical comedy tenor, was 


brought here to head the cast of 
natives which included Sadie Haines, 
Russell Yaeger, John Todd, 
Charity Grace, Margaret Hart, Jack 
Weaver, William Atwood, Bob Ram- 
sey, Hugh Sanders, Harold Muchow, 
George Ross, Rose Eilers, Arthur 
Mackfessel, George Frangoulis and 
Jean Ashsens. Schuler and Bruce 
MacFarlane directed. 





Nitery Erases Germanism 
Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 
Reminiscent of World War days, 


German measies, was the action 
taken last week by John 
operator of the Hofbrau in Cam- 
\den, N. J. 

Weber, who incidentally is Swiss 
‘and not German, reluctantly 
‘all his German help, changed the 
|Bavarian Alpine uniform of the rest 
jinto the eonventional style, and 
| erased the Teuton atmosphere. 
| Hereafter, Weber’s spot will 
|run with ‘village-barn’ policy, 
|square dances, 


be 
with 
hayseed_ entertain- 
jment, etc. The name ‘Hofbrau’ will 
|remain, however, 





George Damerel, son of Myrt (and 


| Marge) takes his band into New| 


| Colonial Inn, Singac, N. J., Nov. 4. 
‘Marge is Myrt’s daughter. 








ton, was used by the film company in GRAND 
'a Spanish language film called TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
| ‘Cuando Canta La Ley,’ starring TitO| practice Makes Perfect (13)...cescccccccceessseseeees BMI ....,,... 34 
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ing. In the past few months CRA 
has sold contracts back to Russ Mor- 
gan, Jan Savitt, Don Bestor, Les 
Brown, and has otherwise rid itself 
of practically all its bands of any 
note except Gray Gordon and Blue 


Sidney Kaye Addresses BMI Luncheon 





Barron. In addition to that the 
agency is no longer booking Charlie 
Barnet although that situation is still 
to be determined by a legal battle. 
Barnet is doing his own booking 


Calls ASCAP 


Some 20 Newspapermen, Songwriters at Table— 


‘Self-Boycotted’ 





while awaiting the disposition of a 
suit to release him from his tie with 
CRA, 

What the outcome and aim of dis- 
posing of most of its properties will 
be is what has bookers and band- 
men wondering. Besides letting go 
those bands the agency has closed 


By BERNIE WOODS 


Some 20 newspapermen, song- 
writers and Broadcast Music, Inc., 
officials gathered at a luncheon at 
the Roosevelt hotel, New York, Mon- 
its Cleveland office, let out Bob /|day (28) to listen to an explanation 
Sanders from the top spot at its | of the workings of the radio-backed 








in | 


the | 
Buffet lunch and re- | 


at. | 


Weber, | 


fired | 


Chicago office, putting that branch's | song publishing outfit. Sidney Kaye, 
accountant, George Lueks, in his |jawyer v.p. of BMI, talked to the 
place, Bob Ehlert, current Chi one- | gathering for a half hour or more 
night booker, was formerly. assist- | once the calories were stowed, the 
ant to Sanders. Sanders has become | major part of his discourse being 


a road salesman for Joe Glash, con- | concerned with ASCAP demands on 
centrating on selling Louie Arm- radio. He told of the extensive 


— pee see bag CRA preparations of BMI to handle the 
my Ssengueams as job that has been cut out for it, 
has taken since loosing its hold on 13° . 
the above named outfits was last |1a; peen gone over before, then be- 
week when it signed Mal Hallet toa! il : piste Pi 
management contract and booked ie > to pod “ coi ag + seg 
aig : ithe ; n the MI question aye ex- 
him ht ag weg oat phon the ha |plained that the payoff to its song- 
ie om See oo 7 i ee tt ‘| writers will be made on a basis of 
Sater the nein cota wg a a eae lc per performance per station. For 
reveey . era y example, a tune being played on a 


night and theatre tour. 100-station network hookup will be 


ap és credited with $1.00. Royalty payoff 
HIS BEAT TOO MILD 


is to be made quarterly beginning 
with Jan. 1, the date of expiration 

Leader Tommy Carlyn Must Re- 

cuperate Blood Pressure | 





| 





of the radio-ASCAP contract. Songs 
used by BMI currently are to collect 








mee |royalties on the same basis. BMI’s 

Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. | method of checking and_ cross- 

Tommy Carlyn, dance band leader |checking every performance of a 
hereabouts for several years and|particular song has been specially 


currently at Nu-Elms ballroom in 
Youngstown, O., has been ordered 
by his physician to take a three- Barring Itself 

|month rest on account of low blood| m,. pyr official began his talk 
tage tte and he's been dickering | by saying that one of the primary 
with Jerry Blaine, New York maes- | purposes of the luncheon was to re- 
| tro, relative to taking over the outfit | meeee: the taint tat tewettting tnt 
junder his wing. Slight money dif- |) arring of ASCAP music that has 
ference holding up each now, but Scale placed po oats ond BMl He 
it’s expected to go through this week preereatry that ASCAP a is mre it. 
with Blaine taking over as of Nov. 4. | self iene potter non itas a te ie. 
Pg ag: le on bere mands; demands that would wipe 
ie : on ee ae ) t1.te) |OUt practically all of the profits of 
to work again. Park Central Hotel, ee eaten 

hed ~<a a me ee “yd -_ On the idea that special handling 
Blaine-C arlyn crew, which will, _— being demanded of song users 
ever, carry only the former’s name. lfor BMI output, and not just non- 
ASCAP music, he said in ‘essence, 
‘no preferential treatment is being 
asked or given BMI music any- 
where in the country,’ and if he 
finds out that such is the case any- 
where he will put an immediate 
stop to it. 

When asked BMI’s attitude toward 
| licensing taverns, etc., for BMI mu- 
sic, just as ASCAP does, Kaye ex- 
|plained that at the present nothing 


devised and is expected to 
tically foolproof, according 


be prac- 
to Kaye. 


is 





Band Bookings 








Will Bradley, Oct. 30, Roseland 
B., Claremont, N. H.; Nov. 4, Penn- 
sylvania hotel, New York, one night; 
10, one night, Waldorf hotel, N. Y. 

Del Courtney, Nov. 6-7, Para- 
mount theatre, Anderson, Ind. 


Al Donahue, Nov. 29, Electric is being done in that regard. Said 
Park, Waterloo, Ia. frevned for the present they wanted to 
| Duke Ellington, Dec. 12, Colgate }avoid confliction with the American 


| Federation of Musicians, that any 
Pothom | additional levies on such sources of 
;revenue might put musicians out of 
Ted Lewis, Nov. 30-Dec. 1, Ma- ; work. There was no mention of the 
jestic theatre, Fort Worth, Tex. Same kind of spots that operate with 
| Vincent Lopez, Nov. 9, Cathedral mechanical tempo purveyors, 
theatre, New Castle, Pa. Same Charges 
Will Osborne, Nov. 23, Frog Hop On the ASCAP side Kaye re- 
B., St. Joseph, Mo.; 28, Tromar B., | iterated radio’s charge that some 280 


| U., Hamilton, N. Y. 
Claude Hopkins, Dec. 27, 
C. C., Pelham Manor, N. Y. 


Louis. group, leaving only about $60,000 of 

Boyd Raeburn, Dec. 23, Arcade | the yearly $6,000,000 melon toa be 
Roof, Galesburg, III. | split among the bulk of ASCAP 
| Johnny Long, Nov. 9, Williams |writers. He accused ASCAP pub- 
| College, Williamstown, Mass.; 15-16,|lishers of cashing in on embryo 





| Gettysburg, C., Gettysburg, Pa. writers via the ruling that the latter 


covering considerable ground that | casting 


Des Moines, Ia.; Dec. 13, State Lake | ASCAP songwriters got the major | 
| theatre, Chicago; 27, Fox theatre, St.|part of the annual divvy of that! 


are required to have at least five 
songs published by an ASCAP pub- 
lisher before they can apply for ad- 
mission to ASCAP. Said that the 
monetary returns on those five tunes 
are split up by ASCAP among its 
own membership before the writer 
of them can become an ASCAP 
|member and eligible to share in his 
'own works. 

Kaye talked at length on the fact 
_ that due to network rulings re the 
jnumber of nop-ASCAP tunes that 
;must be played on each half hour 
|of network time, the percentage of 
ASCAP songs on radio has been cut 
|considerably. Whereas 80% of sus- 
| taining and 76% of sponsored broad- 





once was composed of 
ASCAP music the ratio was now 
25% on sustaining and 31% on 
sponsored. 


| He talked also on whether or not 
| the radio listening public would miss 
|ASCAP music. In his opinion there 
| won’t be much repercussion based on 
|the absence of ASCAP copyrights. 
|He cited an example the six- 
month interlude, in 1936, during 
which all music in catalogs of the 
Warner Bros. combine was missing 
{from the air. Said that there had 
been no serious objection from listen- 
ers at that time, even though the 
songs under the three WB companies 
consisted of the works of some of 
ithe best known writers. 

| Re the percentage of broadcasting 
|profits ASCAP is demanding in the 
| contract it wants radio to sign, Kaye 
said he saw no reason why radio 
should pay for the use of ASCAP 
music for sponsored or sustaining 
programs that do not use music at 
}all, Said that ASCAP and BMI out- 
put should be bought in open com- 
petition on a per program basis. 


as 


DON PABLO COMPLAINS 


| Says Monaco’s Cafe Is Giving Him 
a Rough Brush-Off 


Cleveland, Oct. 29. 

| Although his outfit was given two 
weeks’ notice by Monaco’s Cafe, Don 
| Pablo is burning and kicking to the 
union that he wasn’t given a fair 
deal by the he 
| promised him a three months run. 


Argument developed when Frank 
Monaco decided to put in floor 
shows. Owner spotting Carolyn 
Watts, Wesley Whitehouse and Chad- 
wicks in starter tomorrow (31) but 
yanking out Pabio’s Detroit orches- 
tra which has been here less than a 
month. It’s being replaced Nov. 7 
with King’s Jesters who are coming 
in from Washington Hotel, Minne- 
apolis., 

Latter shift was complete surprise 
\to Pablo, who thought he would be 
given floor revues and better radio 
breaks to build up slow’ supper 
‘trade. Both union and MCA, his 
booker, agreed he was getting a 
rough brush-off but that he couldn’t 
do much about it since spot covered 
itself technicaliy with two weeks’ 
official notice. 





spot which said 
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Long Memories of Witnesses Standout p 
In Opening of ‘Josephine’ Song Case 


- 





Trial of Shapiro—Bernstein suit 
against Alfred Bryan, Fred Fisher, 
Famous Music Corp., and Fred 
Fisher Music Co., Inc., got under 
way Monday (25) in the N, Y. fed- 
eral court before Judge Grover 
Moscowitz. Action was immediately 
postponed at the end of the first day 
to Nov. 4. Suit involves the owner- 
ship of ‘Come Josephine in My Fly- 
ing Machine.’ 

Plaintiff charges that Bryan and 
Fisher were employed by Maurice 
Shapiro in 1909 and 1910 as song- 
writers, and in 1910 wrote the dis- 
puted song which was turned over 
to the plaintiff by Shapiro. In 1938 
plaintiff renewed its copyright for 
an additional 28 years, but the de- 
fendants Bryan and Fisher did so 
also, and all three are now claiming 
ownership. A determination by the 
court as to the rightful owner, an 


accounting and an injunction are 
sought. 
Plaintiff used no witnesses the 


first day, and both sides submitted 
briefs on the law. Defense called 
Alfred Bryan, Nathan A. Shay, who 
was formerly with Fisher, Sam 
Dody, of the team of Louis and 
Dody, and Fred Fisher. In rebuttal 
to the testimony given by these men 
the plaintiff called Elliott Shapiro. 
Also introduced into evidence was 
a page from Variety of 1910 to 
prove when the song was first writ- 
ten. 


Surprising part of the first day’s | 


testimony was the incredible mem- 
ories of several of the witnesses who 
were able to recall aimost to the 
hour, the time and day of the writ- 


ing of the song, but who were 
stumped at recalling other events 
of the same era @en as to years, 
and who could not recall suits 
brought against them, or in their 


behalf, or their appointment by the 
supreme court as receivers of music 





Hall Johnson Mulls 256 


| Suit Vs. N.Y. Fair, NBC. 


| Hall Johnson, colored Coast choir | 


|master, is reported retaining counsel 
for the purpose of seeking damages 
(of $25,000 from the World’s Fair 
|Corp., N. Y., and NBC. Contention 
jis that he was misrepresented last 
‘year, when a choir alleged to be 
under his direction was radioed from 
the Fair as a promotional program. 
Johnson avers he had nothing to do 
with the outfit. 


It appears that two colored people | 
with reputed names of Hall and/| 


Bo FAOM AatAP 
Aa) PRUOPEGT 


Theatres, Ballrooms, Skating 
Rinks Canvassed for Sub- 
stitute Openings to Plug 
ASCAP Music After Jan. 
1—M.P.P.A. Meeting Re- 











flects Expectation of Show- 
| down Fight 
| 


PIANO TIE-IN 


| 





Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation last week took official cog- 





Copyright Owners’ 


Demands Slow 


Liquidation of 200,000 U.S. Dises 








Warren Pearl Establishes 
— Own Booking Office 


| 
| 


Warren H. Pearl, treasurer of Gen- 
|} eral Amusement Corp., resigns that 
| position effective Nov. 1 to open his 
|}own management agency in collab- 
oration with attorney 4. Edward 
Moskowitz. 
tain his spot on the GAC board of 
directors. He’s been with GAC for 
more than five years. 





Musical Management, Inc., and it 
will handle the affairs of orchestras 
of Bobby Byrne and Johnny Long. 


Pear! will, however, re- | 


Agency set to roll is to be called | 


| Johnson sold the idea to the Fair | 


/management, which assumed their 
|choir was the real thing. Program 
was quickly yanked. 


YANKEE WEB 
WRITES ASCAP 
PUBS 


~ 











R. L. Harlow, v.p. of the Yankee 
Network, last week circularized mu- 
sic publishers in quest of informa- 
about non-ASCAP music that 
would be available to the network 
after Jan. 1. Many of the letters 
were received by ASCAP publish- 
The Yankee Network had ap- 
names and ad- 


tion 


ers. 


parently gotten its 


dresses from some general list of 


companies. Despite this, recollections | 


of taking off their shoes on a hot 
summer day in Central Park while 
writing the song were still vivid. 

It is the contention of the plain- 


tiffs that the song was written Oct. 
18, 1910, while the defendants were 
in the employ of the plaintiff, and 


that the employment law allows the 
house copyrighting the song to re- 
new it without the necessity of hav- 
ing the authors do it for it. The 
authors under the law have no claim 
to the renewal whatsoever U er the 
law. The 


song was 


defendants claim that the 
written in 1909, prior to 
their employment by Shapiro-Bern- 
Stein, thus granting them the right 
to the renewal. 


SAM CUMMINS’ MUSIC 
FIRM MORE ACTIVE 


Angeled by Samuel Cummins, in- 
die film importer and producer, For- 
eign & Domestic Music Corp., is get- 
Ung active in the pop publishing 
field in N. Y. Among the numbers 
in its catalog is a gypsy waltz from 
the Hedy Lamarr starrer, ‘Ecstasy,’ 
by the Hungarian composers, Dene 
Agay and Emery H. Heim. Tune will 
be brought forth under the title of 
‘Down the Gypsy Trail,’ with lyric: 
by Walter Hirsch. 

Although formed four years ago 
by Cummins, F & D has been rela 
tively dormant until now. Heading 
the new firm's professional depart- 
ment is Syd Foley, formerly contact 
man with Bregman, Vocco & Conn, 
and brother of Norman Foley, gen- 


eral professional manager of Wit- 
mark, 





Buff’s Symph Soloists 


s Buffalo, Oct. 29. 

Six soloists will appear with 
Buffalo Phitharmonie Orchestra un- 
der _Franco Autori’s baton during 
coming season opening Thursday (7). 
Beal Hober. Wagnerian soprano, 
Starts the ball rolling Nov. 21. 

Others Signed to appear are Albert 
Spalding and Erica Morini, violinists; 
Rudolf Serkin, Webster Aitken 


Lily Dymont, pianists. 


and 


publishers. 


The ASCAP publishers were puz- | 


zled by the letter’s use of the term 


‘independent publisher’ in the open- | 


ing sentence. They assumed that 
the regional network had out of 


cautiousness chosen this description 
instead of ‘non-ASCAP’ publisher. 
Letter from the Yankee Network, 
tollows: 

‘It is our understanding that you 


’ 7 } , sought ir 
ire an independent publisher of ught In ; 
. 1 : } 1 ‘ 

- paign to get homefolks back to play- 
mate ah h + ‘ hala, wrlor 

‘Acs it is not the intention of The! ing the piano and holding parlor 
Yankee Network to renew its license ; 

», List of other instrument manu- j 


with ASCAP we are anxious to open 

our facilities to as large a group of 

Independent Publishers and Com- 
posers as po sible, 

‘We therefore appreciate 

whether you are row ati- 

filiated with any of the licensing or- 


would 
knowing 
ganizations; if so which. 

‘In addition, we would appreciate 
catalogue of music 
which you publish; and any infor- 
mation which you believe will aid 
us in presenting new or not usually 


b 


receiving any 


heard compositions. 


| nizance of a possible break between 

Authors and Publishers and the 
| radio interests Jan. 1. Although all 
| present scrupulously avoided any 
' mention of ASCAP, MPPA members 
met Thursday (24) to discuss pri- 
marily the need for charting in ad- 
vance all other channels for music 
exploitation that would be available 
to the industry. With few excep- 
tions all MPPA members are also 
members of ASCAP. 


Publishers at this gathering ex- 
changed views on how they would 
go about reorganizing their profes- 
sional departments and how they 
|have to revise 
| methods in the event the networks 





and the majority of stations do not | 


renew their licensing contracts with 
ASCAP. The meeting was essen- 


tially called to lay the problem be- | 


fore the MPPA membership and to 
solicit Ways and means of exploring 
substitute fields of exploitation. 
Meanwhile the MPPA’s staff had al- 
ready gathered some data that it fig- 
ures will prove quite valuable should 
the break occur. This data includes: 

1. Names and addresses of 
tres which have organs. 

(2) Theatres 
song slides; or 

(b) Might be included to use them. 

2. Dancehalls in full or part time 
operation. 

3. List of skating rinks throughout 
the country. 

4. List piano manufacturers and 
dealers whose co-operation would de 
a national advertising cam- 


thea- 


which already use 


facturers and teachers to help stim- 


| the American Society of Composers, | 


their exploitation | 


| Moskowitz is attorney for the Byrne 
| crew. 





DENY NETWORK 
INFORMATION © 
TO PUBS 





NBC has issued a ruling which 
will bar music publisher representa- 
tives from ascertaining any informa- 
tion regarding bands and song pro- 
gramming after Nov. 1. Net in- 
formed pubiishers last week that 
after that date they cannot enter 
NBC premises to determine what 
bands will air on certain nights and 
whether or not bandleaders have 


scheduled their tunes to be played | 
Ban also ex- } 
tends to checking by telephone. CBS | 


on remote broadcasts. 


has had an identical ruling for the 
past three or four months. 

| Practice of pub reps had been to 
get information from the net on 
which bands would be picked up re- 
either the Red or Blue 

and contact the leaders to 


| mote, on 
spreads, 


get their songs played. On the day 
the band was. to broadcast they 


would check with NBC to find out 
whether the scheduled 
the song and had 


okayed. 


leader had 


whether it been 


Pat Dolan Forces Out 
Hal Davis in New York 


i 

ulate a similar revival of interest Hal Davis, lone New York arm of 

with the added sales point that the | the Columbia Records publicity de- 
iterial available to them cannot be’ partment, is resigning that position 

heard on the air effective Nov. 1. He'll set up an in- 
6. List of music clubs and local in- | dependent p.a. agency in partnership 

structors to whom to get over a like | with Les Lei e over the 


message. 


ber and tak 


and accounts left by Jack 


busine 


Meeting also took up _ several, Banner. Latter replaced Dick Bard 
routine matters. Membership was as head man in the WNEW, New 
advised of the new working hour York, news bureau last week when 
ceiling put into effect by the admin-| Bard resigned to enter active ser- 


trator of the Wage and Hour Law 


vice with the U. S. Army. 


“We are equally interested in all, 2” i of the digest on this provision of Davis had handled the CRC ex 
forms of musical compositions from the act which would be forwarded ploitation since last January after 
the hymn books to popular melodies them tk week The pubs passed a hifting to that spot from Columbia 

nee rhnytnm. ition agreeing to hold open the Broadcasting pre depa ent 

‘Please include information as to of ¢ yees d t e Leiber was a member of the latte 
where your publications may be ina ey als et » é ( ‘ loing 
purchased and under what cil operate with the Gove é pro r d { 
es they may be used over radio R Ot fc Yi and i Dp r ‘ , é 

WNAC and WAAB in Bos- t eir ecre evelopme of ¢ é 
ton: WEAN in Providence, WICC in I NEE h elf anc p , 
Bridgeport as well as on programs Y: Pat D B en 
over the Yankee and Colonial Net- ( oned he f CRC pub 


works in New England.’ 


Excited, Kills Trombonist 


Mexico City, Oct. 29. 
Pulque and music so intoxicated 








Joe Rines’ Alter Ego 


Joe Rines who, as 


Royale and Varsity records, built up 


a dual rep with his band, has formed | 


a new combo, featuring himself and 


the Rex Irving unit. Latter is an 


‘ integral septet, working like the 
naro Vs y abor leader, tha , ‘ a ; 
Jenaro Vazquez, a labor 1 t original Raymond Scott idea, with 

during a fiesta at Aguascalientes |[rying also a composer-conductor 

City he fired at the ceiling but The combined enlarged band 
: hi } ] nen mndav 9 at ¢ho Tote] 

didn’t hit it. Instead, his bullets opened Monday (28) a 1e Hote 


pierced the heart of Simon Rodri- 
guez, in the orchestra 
killing him instantly. 

Vazquez is being held for murder. 
He is being guarded against lynch- 
made by musicians. 


trombonist 


hy + 
ing tnrealts 


Biotmore, Providence, for eight 
weeks, booked direct, including an 
18-station Colonial network hookup. 
Another new adjunct is Lorraine 
O’Day, formerly with Ted Fio Rito’s 
band, and first time that Rines has 
+ 


vocalist. 


had a permanent femme 


Bobby Byrne Working 

Bobby Byrne orchestra began its 
disputed date at Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., last night (Tues- 
day), Byrne being sufficiently recov- 
ered from a recent appendectomy to 
baton the outfit. His trombone parts, 
e being played for danc- 

remote 


however, al 
ing and on 
Moe Zudocoff, 
bonist. 

Teddy Powell band, which filled in 
at the spot for Byrne since last week 
(22), went back into the Famous 
Door, New York, on the same night 
It had left there temporarily to fill 

‘in at Meadowbrook for Byrne, 


broadcasts by 


+ 


broadcast studio trom- 


+ Quer 


| Disposal of 200,000 discs by the 
|New York and Scranton divisions of 
the U. S. Record Corp. may be sty- 
mied by the royalty claims on these 
same platters of copyright owners, 
After the courts in these two cities 
jhad authorized the sale of this siock 
jas part of ithe company’s reorgaiza- 
| tion plans it was discovered. by Sid- 
jney W. Wattenberg, counsel for 
|Harry Fox, agent and trustee, that 
no provision had been made for roy- 
alty payments. The record outfit now 
insists that the copyright owners 
agree to a flat settlement or the 
platters will be sold for salvage. 

Under a court order the discs were 
to be sold immediately for what they 
could bring and the proceeds divided 
50-50 between the Scranton and New 
York divisions of the company. 
Wattenberg protested that his clients 
would consent to the sale only if the 
royalties were to come off the top. 
U. S. Record argued back that if it 
had to pay the full 1%c royalty per 
side it would hardly have anything 
left for itself, since it didn’t expect 
more than 5c on each record. Wat- 
tenberg stated that he couldn't see 
how the copyright owners could be 
expected to make a flat settlement 
because the royalty figure was low 
enough in itself. 


Outside of the royalties on this 
| stock of 200,000 records, the company 
j}owes about $20,000 in royalties, 


ASCAP-Linked Pluggers 
' Touch Bottom of Bad 
Breaks on the Air 














Professional staffs of publishing 


firms affiliated with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers last week passed through 


the toughest period of their careers 
and they see no relief for the next 
six days. They have had to contend 
not only with the absence of remote 
bands on CBS and the network 
freezeout of ASCAP tunes but with 
the cancellation of regular commere 
cial programs because of time pre- 
emption by political broadcasts. The 
professional end of the music indus- 
try has never had to fight against 
as many impediments. 

Two 


weeks have already vone by 


Federation of 


since the American 


Musician hut down on the airing 
of remote sustaining bands over 
CBS. The loss of su taining plugs 
from this source, as well as NBC, 
has become a sort of accumulative 
expectation for contactmen, but 
when commercial progran are 


trimmed in wholesale lots from their 
list of slated performances the pro- 
fessional men have practically noth- 
ing to show for what might have 
been weeks of plug spotting 


EX-TOOTERS WITH U.S. 
BAND AT FORT DIX 


Philadelphia, Oct. 29 
1 peek into the near future 
nen who will be called to 


he colors on M-Day. The band of 


the 157th Field Artillery, stations d 
it Fr Dix, N. J., gave a concert 
on the stage of the Towers, Camas n 
vaudefilmer last week. Among the 
khaki clad musikers were: 


Al Oriente, former guitarist with 
Isham 


Jones; Bill Boyer, one time 
trombonist. with Jan Savitt: Tom 
Cassaro, once pienist with Henry 


Henderson, and Forrest L. MacMul- 
len, ex-pit violinist. 


Felton, Fein With Mills 
Frank Felton and Hal Fein 
been added to the New York 
sional staff of Mills Music, Ine, 
Same firm has spotted Dick Lucas 
as manager of its Los Angeles of- 
fice. 
L. A. post has been 
Bernie Pollock was transfer 
‘to New York early the past 


have 


proftese- 


vacant since 
red back 


ummer, 


AP wat 


ot 
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Band Reviews 








HAROLD AUSTIN ORCH (10) 
Esquire Ballroom, Buffalo 


Fave among ® uffalo’s shufflers is 
Austin, onetime Meyer Davis trum- 


peter, who has been dispensing 
dance tunes in these parts for 10 
years. Besides batoning, he has 


managed dancery at Crystal Beach, 
Ont., amusement spot for two years 
and now opens Esquire spot with his 
own crew, which gives out with a 
solid type of rhythm. 

Band has four-man sax side that 
is standout. Two altos and two 
tenors achieve coveted organ-like 
quality and form full-bodied back- 
ing for all of outfit’s offerings. On 
hot stuff Tenor Tony Francis sends 
well out of this world. In behind 
the reeds, which use lots of clarinet 
and a bass in hands of 
Nassal are sharp, clear brass; two 
trumpets and trombone. 

Of rhythm section, string bass is 
very much in evidence throughout 


while pianist Norm Grey serves up. 


a whole messful of tricky piano. 
Entire effect is well-knit, very com- 
fortable type of music, well-suited 
to medium room that holds 1,000. 
Acoustics aren’t the best in L-shaped 
room but arrangement of podium, 
at bottom of the L, mostly over- 
comes that. 

Arranging is in the hands of Nas- 
sall and Bobby Nicholson. Nassall 
is triple-threat man, who also bobs 
up in band’s quintet. Saxist Dick 
Lecksell, Francis, Thrush Boots 
James and Bob Carpenter, holding 
down male solo spot, round out a 
easy-singing group on the order of 
Tommy Dorsey’s Pied Pipers. Betz. 


EARL MELLEN’S ORCHESTRA (13) 
With Nancy Gay, Tex Melvin 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 


Earl Mellen’s group, carefully 
rehearsed, ably manned, and mu- 
sically well-stocked, is one young 
band for which there’s everything 
favorable to say. It is not styled after 
the upper brackets; it doesn’t have 
the sound of a band just getting 
under way though it’s rather new 
and all departments stand ou 

Mellen has four bras 
Rizzo, Harry Jones, > 
and James Bock; 





Bill | 


| Conte, Weddy Caruso, Vernon Lodge 
| and Tex Melvin; and three rhythm— 
Jack Stern, bass; Bob Geffel, drums, 
and Gordon Morrison, piano and 
celeste. 

It’s to Tex Melvir. and Morrison 
he looks for special offerings. Melvin 
does the novelty, comedy numbers, 
in yokel style, and Morrison sweetens 
up all the breaks between sets by 
fingering the celeste. Several of the 
| other men bring their instruments to 
the mike for a few shines, but nor- 
mally they don’t make a habit of it. 


around Nancy Gay, a blonde with a 
cute pug nose and a good voice. She 
solos most of the time, and is best 
when allowed to swing out. 
\the boys fill in with her, making 
trios and quintets, but not often. 
Mellen himself is a diminutive sort 
of guy, about 5 feet 4 inches tall, a 
| friendly bandstand personalitye He's 
a good fronter. Mellen music is 
quietly compelling, suave and clean- 
cut, Art. 





' 

JOE SANDERS ORCHESTRA 
Terrace Grill, Hotel Muehlebach 
Kansas City, Missouri 


| This is homecoming in the Grill, | 


for Joe Sanders got going here about 
20 years ago. Then it was the Coon- 
| Sanders Nighthawks with Carleton 
| Coon and Joe Sanders singing with a 
jazz band, something different and 
|new in the music world. After the 
| beginning in the Grill and some of 
| the first broadcasts of a dance band 
| over the air via WDAF, which still 
| nightly airs the Grill band, it was a 
‘short jump to Chicago. Around 
| about 1924 or ’25 the pair ran into 
| Jules Stein, an eye specialist. On 
| business trips to Peoria and Indian- 
apelis and other adjacent spots Stein 
| booked the band as a sideline to his 
regular medic work. This sideline 
proved such a good thing that Stein 
took it up as a business (and thus 
MCA and its mesh of bookings all 
over the country was born). 


After the death of’ Coon in 1932, 
Sanders left the bandstand for a 
while, but reassembled a band in 


1935 in Chicago. This present crew 
is of the 1935 origination, though it 


|or more in the Grill, and this trip 
| is up to par. 


Instrumentation is the regulation 
4-4-4, with Sanders leading and 


| singing through a hand mike at the 


piano. The rhythm section is round- 


|ed out with Dean Stevenson on the 


skins, Lenn Esterdahl at guitar, and 


| Eddie Edwards with the tuba. Reeds 


Some of | 








contains three members of the origi- | 


nal Nighthawks. The crew is always 
sood to raise the take for a fortnight 


include Harold Thiell, Bud Phillips, 
Ralph Williams and Hub Finley, 
musical director. 
Red Hodgson play trumpets, with 
Arnie Curvall and Rex Downing, 
business manager, sliding trombones. 

Arranging is turned over to 
Stevenson and Curvall. Outfit is 
equipped with a girl singer, Adri- 
enne (Lestant), who joined in Chi- 
cago after trying-out in public audi- 


it. | tions. 
Most of the singing stuff is built | 


The Sanders crew shapes up as 
suitable for hotels and clubs with its 
full instrumentation. Some theatre 
work, as at the Tower next week, is 


also on the books, but band is hardly | 


in the class of the boxoffice draws in 
this department. Quin. 


EDDY ROGERS ORCHESTRA (11) 

With Irene Janis 

Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 
Violinist Eddy Rogers, with a mus- 

ical background including labors for 


ear yith B. A. lfe and ; 
a oo Rake 9 | specialty, and straight dance tunes, 


Mark Warnow, has an _ orchestra 
composed of name-playing members 
other than himself, two of them on 
trumpet, four with saxes, and three 
in rhythm jobs. As would be ex- 
pected of a violinist, Rogers caters to 
uptown tastes, and has nothing at 
all for the jivehounds, 


All his men are experts in their 
line, and in composite, frame a brand 
of music that would sound lullingly 
from the radio, or during a sit ses- 
sion of any kind. For the terp traf- 
fic, most of the floor skippers find 
it hard to discover the rhythm. This 
is especially true in ballrooms where 
the kids are more accustomed to 
rhythm than to melody. 


Manpower is spread instrument- 
ally spotting Irving Dahlgren and 
Emil Ellis in the brass section; Joe 
Lapone, Rex Sittig, Hal Taft, 
Norman Ross, in the saxes; Joe Bush, 
drums; Jack Bennett, bass; and 
George Aton, piano and celeste. 
Then, of course, there’s Rogers’ own 
violin. 

Joe Lapone, with comedy wigs. 
and Norman Ross, a’ straight-faced 
comic, specialize at the mike with 


Joe Richolson and | 


| 





played by Dahlgren is an ear- 
pleaser. He’s featured occasionally. 
Irene Janis, femme charmer, is as 
neat with the lyrics as with looks. 
She and Rogers double for some 
shots, and the whole entertainment 
side of the band shapes up with 
nothing lacking. 

Rogers is the ballad arranger, and 
| Joe Lapone is credited with the few 
| swingers in the store. Rogers’ en- 
semble is a hotel prize, a ballroom 
mistake. Art. 





LES HITE ORCHESTRA (16) 
| Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 


Les Hite is a vet of the West Coast, 
who is straying inland for a winter 
of one-nighters. The Hite manner 
| might pass for the subdued rhythms 
'of his white contemporaries, except 
|in those instances, not often, when 
ihe urges the boys on into the de- 
| partures from the score which are 
always tickling a colored man’s 
imagination. 

Forrest Powell (brass), Floyd 
Turnham (reeds), Qudellis Martyn 
(reeds), and Nat Walker (rhythm) 
are Hite’s arrangers, and they’ve de- 
veloped a strong library dating from 
the long stand by the crew on the 
Coast in Frank Sebastian's Culver 
City Cotton Club. It contains show, 


as well as almost symphonic treat- 


| ments of extractions from such mus- 


ical exercises as ‘Porgy and Bess.’ 
Latter is a knockout, and is indica- 
tive of the musicianship of his big 
crew. 

Singers are both good, T. Bone 
Walker and Lurline Hunter. She's 
a tall attractive ebonyite, with voice 
to match. Roster includes Paul 
Campbell, Walter Williams, Forrest 
Powell, Allen Durham, Britt Wood- 
man, brasses; Floyd Turnham, Sol 
Moore, Rogers Hurd, Qudellis Mar- 
tyn, reeds; Frank Pasley, Oscar 
Bradley, Al Morgan, and Nat Walk- 
er, rhythm. 

Hite is a big, stocky batoneer, with 


|a comfortable, affable voice, which 


and | 


booms most of his introductions. 
Physical appearance of the band is 
good, outfitting upper class, and 


| ability plentiful. 


Over other colored bands, Hite has | 


adaptability to the smaller rooms, 
and intimate places; as well as the 


| big halls, because of both library and 


funny routines, and the swell horn | 
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control. All his music is easy to 
dance to, and his volume is highly 
flexible. Art. 


RAY KEATING ORCHESTRA 
With Penny Pryor 
Belvedere Hotel, Baitimore 
Latest entry into Belvedere, town’s 
only spot attempting out-of-town 
band policy, Ray Keating, provides 
a fairish combo for the purpose at 
hand. Consisting of three saxes, two 
trumpets, two trombones and a 


(10) 


| straight rhythm section of piano, bass 


and drums, outfit essays a subdued 
style of syncopation rather nicely 
attuned to smart clientele attracted 


Besides handling intros and an- 
nouncements, Keating pitches in with 
a Clyde McCoy type of trumpet, 
slightly off the cob but okay enough 
for the doings at hand. Makes a 
nice front and handles stick in 
straightforward style. 

Arrangements employing a nice 
handling of muted brass are smartly 
mixed up for change of tempo and 
mood. Boys all pitch in with vocal 
support and contribute suitable solo 
licks. Femme vocalist, Penny Pryor, 
sells a song with good vocal equip- 
ment and pleasing personality. 

Keating has held up the okay biz 
consistent to the spot with weekend 
solid turnaways. Has a good hotel 
combination. Burm. 





TESTING DIFFERENCE 





|} lowing week 





Percentage-Wise Probe on Name Ys. 
| Non-Name Bookings 


Fiesta Danceteria, New York, com- 
bination cafeteria-ballroom, has tem- 
porarily suspended its name band 
| policy during weekdays in an ex- 
| periment to determine how much 
difference name bands or the lack 
of them will mean at the b.o. Spot 
operating with three non-name 
| groups at the moment and is book- 
ing name outfits on Sundays only, 
| having Louis Prima down for this 
Sunday (3), Jack Teagarden the fol- 
(10) and either Bob 
Chester or Mitchell Ayres Nov. 17. 

Spot is trying out the policy un- 
der the thought that it gets a nat- 
ural play no matter what bands it 
advertises and that the difference in 
draw at the b.o. isn’t commensurate 
with the hike in the operating. 
budget when a name band is on tap 
all week. Phil Edmund, a Portu- 


is 


to this, Baltimore’s classiest hostelry. | 


i 





—— 


Music Notes 











Jack Scholl and M. K. Jero 
cleffed ‘Love Me,’ to be sung ws 
‘Footsteps in the Dark’ at Warners 





ing the music for ‘Blondie G 
Latin’ at Columbia. ” 





Brenislau Kaper scoring and han. 
| dling the musical direction on Me. 
| tro’s ‘Dr. Ephraim McDowell,’ 





Alfred Newman wound up his scor. 
ing chore on ‘The Mark of Zorro’ and 
to work on ‘Chad Hanna’ at 20th. 
Fox. 





Paul Metz assigned to supervise the 
tune sequences on ‘Penny Senerade’ 
at Columbia. 





Jack Scholl and Moe Jerome cleffed 
two songs at Warners, ‘Love Me’ for 
‘Footsteps in the Dark’ and ‘What 
Does It Take?’ for the briefie, ‘Take 
the Air.’ 





Jule Styne and Sol Meyer sold 
‘Poppin’ the Corn’ to Republic for 
use in ‘Barnyard Follies.’ Another 
ditty bought for the picture is ‘Lolli- 
pop Lane,’ by Fred Rose and Johnny 
Marvin. 





Mario Castelnuova-Tedesco joined 
the musical staff at Metro, 





Gregory Stone assigned as musical 
director of ‘Her Father's Daughter’ 
|at Monogram , 








| Edward Kay cleffed two songs for 

Monogram’s ‘You’re Out of Luck.’ 
Ditties are ‘Swingin’ on Sancola’ and 
the title tune. 





| Max Steiner doing musical back- 
grounds for ‘Santa Fe Trail’ at War- 
ners 


Louis Gruenberg signed for the 
score of ‘Flotsam.’ 
Frederick Hollander doing the 


background score for ‘South of Suez’ 
at Warners. 

Mills Music, Incgfhas acquired the 
publishing rights to Peter Tinturin’s 
musical accompaniment to Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address. Also the ‘Con- 
certo for Clarinet,’ which Artie Shaw 
has recorded in the Fred Astaire pic- 
ture, ‘Second Chorus.’ 

Edward Ward 
for ‘Mr, 


doing the musical 
score and Mrs. Smith’ at 
RKO. 

Lud Gluskin finished scoring job 
on ‘Li'l Abner’ at RKO and started 
work on ‘Sceattergood Baines.’ 

William Lava joined Mills Music 
Co. 


as 


arranger. 

Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van 
Heusen composed ‘African Etude’ for 
Paramount's ‘Road to Zanzibar.’ 

Roy Webb scoring ‘You'll Find Out’ 
and ‘Kitty Foyle’ at RKO. 

Victor Young bicycling between 
| Columbia and Paramount, doing mu- 
| sical compositions for ‘Arizona’ and 

‘Virginia.’ 




















LAFAYETTE 
SOUND SYSTEMS 


You've got to be heard to get any- 
where in show business today. And that 
calls for Sound equipment. But you 
want to be heard at your best. That 
means Lafayette P.A.! 

Lafayette gives you highest tone 


fidelity in modern Sound equipment. 
That's why Lafayette is the favorite of 





gese swing band leader, Guy Gran- 
ado, and Don Caballero’s rhumba | 
group is on hand currently. 





Noel Wesley, a refugee in San 
Francisco from New York, now con- | 
ducting stop-and-go rhumba and | 
conga nights at Clift hotel Tuesdays | 
and Hotel Claremont, Berkeley, on | 





| Hechscher batoning at Clift. 


Fridays. Don Kaye’s band provides | 
the throbs in latter spot with Ernie 


j 


top-of-the-ladder bands, artists and 


variety acts. There’s a Lafayette Sys- 
tem—either fixed or portable—to meet 
| your specific needs, And with prices 
| the lowest, it’s the best investment you 
|could make right now. So send for 
| Lafayette’s new FREE catalog. Get the 
facts. Write TODAY. Dep't 67 KB. 


LAFAYETTE RADIO CORP. 


100 SIXTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
901 W. JACKSON BLYD., CHICAGO, ILL. 
265 PEACHTREE STREET, ATLANTA, GA. 


BOSTON, MASS. « NEWARK, N. J. 
BRONX, N. Y. © JAMAICA, & b 


Chet Forrest and Bob Wright do- . 


| 





a. 
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Urge Over-Age Musicians Help 
Organize Industrial Plant Bands 





Phitadelphia, Oct. 29. 


A novel plan to find employment 
for ‘over age’ m 
industries has been evolved by Lo- | 
cal 77, American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, and if proven successful may 
be tried by the union on a nation- 
wide basis. What to do with the | 
thousands of musicians who have | 
been thrown out of work by the 
elimination of small symphony units, 
brass bands, and the like, has been 
a vexing problem to the AFM. Most | 
of these men are middle-aged and | 
too old to learn new trades. Their 
joblessness has been a drain to the 
treasury of virtually every union lo- 
cal. 

Under the arrangement, now still 
in the formative stage, a committee 
has been set up, composed of indus- 
trialists interested in music, big- 
name musicians and social and civic 
bigwigs, to canvas plants now in the 
midst of a boom in the manufacture 
of defense products, 

Operators of these factories will be 
asked to find work of the unskilled 
type for these musicians. In return 


the bandsmen would organize or- 
chestras in each plant to play dur- 


usicians in defense | ing lunch hours and at other oc- 


casions as a ‘morale and patriotism 
builder.’ 


Eugene Ormandy, conductor of 


| the Philly Orchestra, has accepted | 


the post of ‘musical advisor’ of the 
job-finding committee. He has 
agreed to help organize inter-plant 
baids, rehearse them, and in some 
cases act as conductor on special oc- 
casions. 


The bandsmen will help train em- | 


ployees who play musical instru- 
ments and form orchestras in differ- 
ent parts of the factory. Several im- 
portant factory owners approached 
thus far have expressed wide inter- 
est in the idea. 

The stunt had a counterpart dur- | 
ing the World War when patriotic | 
bands played in many plants in this 


area and employees recited the al- | 


legiance to the flag during lunch pe- 


riods. 





Erskine Hawkins band go back 
into the Savoy Ballroom, New York, 
Nov. 21 for indefinite stand. 
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THE MASK AND WIG SHOW 


CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Music by CLAY BOLAND ° Lyrics by BICKLEY REICHNER 


* NOT $0 LONG AGO 


ORCHESTRATED BY JACK MASON 


* MY GAL 


ORCHESTRATED BY CHARLIE HATHAWAY 


* TLL SING YOUR PRAISES 


ORCHESTRATED BY HELMY KRESA 


* HIGH AS A RITE 


ORCHESTRATED BY VIC SCHOEN 


— ORCHESTRATIONS 75¢ EACH == 
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General Amusement Corp. is ad- 
vising its band leaders to hold on 
to all the manuscripts that are sub- 
mitted to them by either their own 
men or outsiders instead of turning 
over such compositions to publish- 
iers. The advice is prompted by the 
probability of a break between the 
networks and ASCAP. GAC figures 
that the bandmen ought to store 
all the original tunes they can for 
clearance on the networks should 
the schism occur. It also sees no 
reason why the leaders shouldn’t 
take such an opportunity to cash in 
on the publishing or phonograph 
record money that might accrue 
|once those numbers became popular 
'on the air by these leaders’ own 
| efforts. 

One of GAC’s bandmen that has 
already acted on this advice is Glenn 








| Miller. Miller is the owner of the 
Mutual Music Society, which his 
|lawyer, David Mackay, incorporated 


|in Albany some weeks ago. Mackay 
|at the time declined to disclose his 
| principal in the incorporation of the 
| publishing firm. 

The confusion which has started 
|to develop over the impending lock- 
iing of horns between radio and 
| ASCAP has brought to the surface 
|more than ever the latent ambition 
|of the average band leader, and that 
| is to become a music publisher. The 
| average band leader is of the opinion 
| that it is his fame and style that lifts 
|a number into a hit and there is no 
reason why he shouldn’t make his 
own songs instead of doing it for 
music publishers. 
| Some leaders have already begun 
to accept and copyright any sort of 
| manuscript turned into them. It is 
this huge widening of manuscript 
| sources that radio stations expect to 
|}cause them plenty of headaches in 
| event of an ASCAP break. To avoid 
| piling up infringements radio will 
have to check for copyright clear- 
ance with the source of 
number, 


CBS TO CHARGE 











| CBS has reconciled itself to the 
| loss of guaranteed revenue from the 
| sale of pickup lines to band booking 
offices, starting Jan. 1, and proposes 
to charge spots using the lines a 
special service fee in addition to the 
regular line toll. The details of this 
fee have yet to be worked out. Co- 
|lumbia also intends to reduce the 
| amount of time devoted to sustain- 
ing band pickups. 


| The ban against continuance of the 


line buying arrangement by booking 
| office was issued the week before 
last by James Petrillo, head of the 
; American Federation of Musicians. 
It has been intimated by Columbia 
that it will not hold the Music Corp. 
of America to the agreement which 
commits that booking organization to 
pay a minimum CBS $50,000 a year 
for such lines. 


Four members of Eddie Ufer’s 
band, now at the Cocoanut Grove, 
Toledo, O., have been playing to- 
sether for 12 years. They are Larry 
Valk, Steve Kreiner, Dick Gardell, 
and Eddie Ufer, Jr., Eddie Ufer, 
Sr., and Ufer, Jr., are only father 














every 


WIRE PREMIUM 


| and son band combination in vicinity. , 








A Double Triumph 
for Miller Music / 











No. 1 in Radio Performances! 


TWO DREAMS MET 
DOWN ARGENTINA WAY 


both from 20th Century-Fox's “Down Argentine Way” 


Lyrics by Mack Gordon Music by Harry Warren 









And...They’re Cheering The Show That Has 
More Song Hits Than All Others Put Together! 


CABIN wrote SKY 


Albert Lewis - Vinton Freedley Production 


Lyrics by John Latouche 


“Perhaps CABIN IN THE 
SKY could be better than 
it is, but this correspondent 
cannot imagine how... At 
the present moment this 
theatre-goer has never 
heard a song better sung 
than TAKING A CHANCE 
ON LOVE... Ethel Waters 
stood that song on its head 
last evening and ought to 
receive a Congressional 
medal by way of reward... 
Vernon Duke has written 
racy music... John La- 
touche has composed crisp 
and jaunty lyrics.” 
BROOKS ATKINSON 
N.Y. Times 


“Vernon Duke has contrib- 
uted music that can rise to 
such pleasant heights as 
TAKING A CHANCE ON 
LOVE... After Miss Wa- 
ters’ singing of TAKING 
A CHANCE ON LOVE, 
everything seems like an 
anti-climax.” 

JOHN MASON BROWN 

N.Y. Post 


Music by Vernon Duke 


“There is, for instance, a 
vigorous and rather strik- 
ing score by Vernon Duke 
and some good lyrics by 
John Latouche ... In par- 
ticular, a song called 
TAKING A CHANCE ON 
LOVE, as brilliantly pre- 
sented by Miss Waters, is 
so gay and charming that 
one hates to think how the 
radio is certain to go to 
work on it from now on.” 
RICHARD WATTS, Jr. 
N. Y. Herald-Tribune 


“...and it boasts two songs, 
among others, that are likely 
to stand at the top of all 
popularity lists far, far into 
the winter... Most of them 
(audience) went out hum- 
ming TAKING A CHANCE 
ON LOVE.” 

SIDNEY WHIPPLE 


N.Y. World-Telegram 


Taking A Chance On Love 
Gabin In The Sky 
Honey In The Honeycomb 
Do What You Wanna Do 
Love Turned The Light Out 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. « 1629 Broadway, New York 


BEN GILBERT, Gen. Mgr. 


HERB REIS, Prof. Mgr 
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Night Club Reviews 


TERRACE ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL NEW YORKER) 


Belita, Cliff & Rona Thaell, Ted 
Meza, Gordon Leary and Marion 
Flaig, Mark Plant, Ice Ballet (4); 
Abe Lyman’s Band (14) with Rose 
Blane, Ed Holly, Frank Parrish; $2 
minimum dinner, 75ce. and $1.50 
cover. 








covered only with a couple of ostrich 
feather fans which she waves widely, 
showing a wide expanse of epider- 
mis. At the windup she flashes in 
a bright light—a daring piece of biz 
in Philly. 

Archie Robbins smoothly handles 
the show, interspersing his emceeing 
with-snappy patter and off-color 
gags, and generally insulting the 
members of the cast. Gabriel Pod- 
ney, the Rand unit’s musical director 

Abe Lyman is carrying the Hotel fronts Allen Fielding’s band during 
New Yorker’s Terrace Room this we Gece rhumba crew 

ter : 3 : sual Plays the lu sic. 

Session Teverse OF the usual |) Biz at supper show caught was 
topper almost all the time in the Dullish. Tapes Rh get na ae é . 
past two seasons. The ice revue, CTOWd was streeted at mi mee . 
credited to Boots McKenna for stag-| '° Sunday curfew. vat, 
ing, holds plenty of good things in it, } 
yet it lacks in composite. Paradoxi- Cuban Terrace Room 
cally, the starred Belita is perhaps 

the best femme skater yet seen in (HOTEL STATLER, CLEVE.) 
this hostelry’s portable ice rink; and —__—— 

furthermore McKenna has: instilled Cleveland, Oct. 25. 
more legmania showmanship than Jose Armand orch (11), Ramon 
normally into the regular routines. Armengod, Lola and Andre, Frances 

It's none the less replete with Miller, Catalina Rolon; $1.50 mini- 
talent, ranging from Belita, through mum. 


Cliff and Rona Thaell, with their —_—_— 
Spanish waltz; to Ted Meza, ec- By re-dressing its Terrace Room 
centric comedian in tails, doing in congarhumba motif, the Statler 


risky-looking spins and twists on the has taken the formidable chill from 
runners; to Gordon Leary’ and’ the room, and pulled it out of the red 
Marion Flaig with their own brand to make it one of the town’s must- 
of equally effective tricks on the, see sights. Neither the settings nor 
ice. Cuban entertainment is very expen- 
The negative aspects are that sive, but both are sufficiently vivid 
corny collegiate opener, the six gals and unique to corner the _ well- 
truckin’, peckin’, shaggin’, etc., each heeled set that take to a new fad. 
representing some school, with Strictly speaking, it’s Latin-Ameri- 
Belita as the Sweetheart of Sigma can atmosphere in decor, combining 
Chi, and the finale ‘tribute to Zieg-' palm trees, statuettes of Mex peons, 
feld,” with the ‘Three Musketeers’) sketches of Havana life and a dash 
motif, segueing into a ‘Stars and of South American in its murals. A 
Stripes’ whoopla. The fore and aft) little hodge-podge but it’s all a tasty, 
let down what worthy components | different dish, highly seasoned by 
unfold in between. Belita’s own! Jose Armand’s Latin crew. 
whirlwind ballerina solo is a stand- White-tied and urbane, Armand 
out, as is almost everything that splits his repertory evenly on rhum- 
this blonde skating star does. The! ba and American rhythms. He 
line is limited to four girls augment-! serves up latter unctiously, accent- 
ed only by Rona Thaell and Marion! ing a rich downbeat for the conser- 
Flaig for the opener and closer, and | vatives. Ensemble throws off its 
they deport themselves well. Not-| wraps and really lets loose when it 
ably their Spanish cane routine sets goes native, making it sound like 
the stage nicely for the Thaell’s| another band. Although sometimes 
Spanish waltz specialty. 
Mark Plant, of nice carriage, good; racas are booming, Armand styles 
conferenciering ability and excellent | his numbers imaginatively and stays 
voice, ‘s almost wasted here with the’ on the melodic side. It’s 
simple _ announcements from. the 
podium, save for a snatch of song. 


Plant, incidentally, should be travel-| Kelly, a bit doubtful at first, was 


ing faster than this spot, no matter! surprised to see how few hoofers 

the worth of his contribution to the| Walk off the ffoor when the crew} 

ice revue which he holds together so| steams up the rhythms. 

well. | One reason for that is Catalina 
Lyman’s Californians dispense! Rolon, dynamic bonga-pounder andj, 

socko dansapation, per usual, and! a robust-lunged singer, who has an| 

are an unquestioned draw to the| ingratiating knack of wheedling 


New Yorker. His Sunday night ‘in- 

formals’ notably attract a galaxy of| the floor. 

the town’s name talent for a bite and| troupe of six whips off fiery Cuban 

a bend. It’s the top gross-sweller, dances with a smart sophistication, 

for the spot. Monday is the swing | also do yeoman duty in this respect. 

night, when the relief ‘band of the! Liveliest fun comes when they pick 

week’ fills the void. Abel. out ringsiders to join them in hip- 

nee shaking gyrations which keep room 

'from ever becoming lethargic. 

CLUB BALI PHILLY Ramon Armengod, billed as Mex- 

’ ico’s Bing Crosby, and erroneously 

| sings Mex ballads with a voice of 

Philadelphia, Oct. 19. | exceptional clarity but seems to 

Sally Rand unit with Mabel Nel-| lack personality. Poise too digni- 
son, Harger and Maye, Hugo Mar- 

tinelli, Archie Robbins, Stan Ross,| ing to get 

Valya Valentinoff, Gabriel Podney 

Line (14); Allen Fielding Orch (9), 

Juanita Rhumba Orch (6); mini- 

mum, $1 weekdays; $1.50 Saturdays. 


Lola and Andre, whose 








away from. Frances 
Miller steps up to mike with fairly 
pleasant pipes during the American- 
ized sessions, restricting herself to 
Tin Pan Alley ballads. Revue could 
stand some strengthening, the at- 
mosphere’s being the biggest draw 
there. Pullen. 


This show is called Sally Rand’s 
unit, but La Rand is seen only brief- 
ly, coming on with her omnipresent 
fans for a two-minute stint in the} 
finale of a 50-minute show. The} 
customers lured inside by the prom- | 
ise of a glimpse of ‘the lady who | : 
made three fairs famous’ get just! Dr. Giovanni, George Tapps, Hal 
that—a glimpse—and no more. Kemp’s Orch (15); cover, $1.50 Tues. 

The rest is a pot-pourri of every- | and Sat., $1 other nights. 
thing from opera to low-down| 
bumps-and-grinding. It all adds up, 
however, to something different in 
the line of nitery entertainment in 


Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 


There’s a touch of the old class 
that used to grace this palmed grotto 


staid old Philly. Also in evidence on the break-in 
Lead off is a Mabel Nelson and was the dinner-jacket crowd at the 
her dog show, 25 pups of different | tables, one of the best-dressed open- 


breeds, each led on the floor by one 
of the line, dressed in costume to 
match the canine’s nationality. Best | black ties were standard equipment 
part of the act are the trained) for a night at the Grove 
Scottie On the stand for the 

Harger and Maye front the line in| weeks is Hal Kemp’s crew of smooth 
a Viennese dance number that’s! dansapators. George Tapps in his 
gracefully executed, but a little on, silken tap classique routines and Dr. 
the drawn-out side. Hugo Marti-| Giovanni with his 
nelli has a powerful tenor with a/| larceny are out front for a neat mix- 
wide range that’s more in keeping | ture of light diversion. Kemp is well 
with a concert hall than a crowded | liked by the picture and social elite 
noisy night club. He gives cut with 
bits of opera, including the laughing| space is at a premium ffor leg 
aria of ‘Pagliacci,’ an Irish ballad,| stretchers when his baton falls. He 
and then an imitation of an operatic gives out with a changing library of 
star going swingeroo, The last num-! dance tempos and that dissipates any 
ber caught on. male excuses for sitting out the eve- 

Stan Ross. an anemic-looking duck | ning. Even his rhumbas had a full 
with soulful eyes, is plenty enter-_| floor of shufflers and that’s an oddity 
taining wiih his’ impersonations | hereabouts. ‘ 
of George Jessel, George Arliss, Paul| those gourds the egress is generally 
Muni, John D. Rockefeller, Lionel|on but Kemp keeps the Latin lilts 
Barrymore, Ned Sparks et al. The! within popular bounds and avoids 
lad’s repertoire is seemingly endless. | the heated extremes. 

Valya Valentinoff, late of the; Giovanni's lifting of watches, wal- 
Ballet Russe, joins the line in a| lets and wearing apparel is a novelty 
conga number. His contribution is} hereabouts and had the sitters howl- 
a bit confusing. While the gals are| ing. He worked on four subjects, 
going through the one-two-three| two of them patently stoogy. From 
bump biz, he leaps about in some-|a table he dragged out Lynn 


ings the inn has had in a long time 
It reminded of the lush days when 


next eight 


thing that resembles a_ glorified! Spencer, society ed of the L. A. 
kazatzky. 


; Examiner, who submitted gracefully 
Miss Rand is seen in a blue light,! to having his suspenders removed 


too noisy when the bongas and ma-| 


taken a} 
long time to get the town rhumba- | ‘ 
minded but even impressario Gene | Of grinding after which Miss Reck- 


fied, which is what this spot is try-| 


in the current entertainment setup. | 


nimble-fingered 


Once they start shaking | 


{without his knowing. He and the 
‘others gave up wrist watches and 
pocket pieces unwittingly to his slick 
maneuvers From one chap he re- 
| moved a vest without the necessity 
of first slipping off the coat. He 
keeps up a constant chatter while 
working, clean and dignified all the 
way. 

Tense gives a poetic flourish to his 
swift tapping and goes over the floor 
like a dervish. He steps through a 
fire dance number, slows the pace to 
a conga, twirls through a rhumba, 
waltzes ‘Merry Widow’ and encores 
with an imitation 
hoofer. Begged off from the Bolero, 
saying it was his most difficult num- 
| ber. A sleek turn that’s a natural 
for this estab. Helm. 


| Club Charles, Balto 


Baltimore, Oct. 26. 
| Walter Donahue, Dean and Martin, 
| Dolly Reckless, Three Tic-Toc Girls, 
| Chester Doherty’s World Fairettes 
| (6), Johnny Pickard and Elaine 
| Pfeifer, Roy Kyser Orch (6); $1l- 
‘han minimum weekends. 

Club Charles is an attempt to pro- 
vide a nitery leaning heavily on floor 
divertissement in the swankier part 


of town hitherto speckled only with | 
intimate cocktail lounges and plushed | 


bistros. Esconced in an over-large 
room with lofty ceiling and bad 
acoustics, the effort is well inten- 


tioned but not figured for outstand- 
|ing click. 


| Utilizing a raised floor for two 
shows nightly and dancing, club 
boasts a circular bar and an ad- 


ditional low balcony. Visibility is far 
from good and access directly from 
| street doors is another shortcoming 
‘which interferes with any possible 
warmth so necessary to type of 
| policy attempted. 
| Walter Donahue, flowery-worded 
|emcee, paces the layout in rather 
stereoptyped manner. Opens with 
line of six in Scotch routine which 
serves to bring on Dolly Reckless 
|for an effective acro climaxed by a 
| flashy series of nipups. Followed by 
|Dean and Martin, personable ball- 
|; roomers who contribute some okay 
lifts and spins. 
Tic-Toc Girls, singing trio, are 
next with vocals and interpolated 
chatter, rather innocuous and pos- 
sibly handicapped by spot’s poor 
sound system. Do a medley of col- 
legiate tunes, followed by a private- 
secretary bit, rather meaningless. 
Line follows with an Hawaiian bit 


less returns for a novel interlude of 
high-kick stuff in which she intro- 
duces some okay magic. Bit in 


| which she mouths razor blades and 


thread, then emitting them threaded, 
is good for a rousing sendoff. 

After Dean and Martin, in a tango, 
Donahue takes over for a vocal of 


clients into the conga parade around | ‘You Can’t Brush Me Off,’ followed 


by some hectic hoofing. Contributes 
| three strenuous routines, too long to 
score effectively. Line closes with 
reintroduction of principals after 
which hobby horses are brought out 
|for audience participation, funny 
| but a killer-diller for the bar on top 
|of the drawn-out business ahead. 

| Music for show and dancing nicely 
supplied by Roy Kyser combo of six. 
|Leader contributes pleasing vocals 
| throughout. Policy is $1 and $1.50 
|minimum on weekends only. Some 
| improvement could be made in han- 
idling of rope and genéral floor 
| management. Burm. 


| CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


| Chicago, Oct. 25. 

| Robinson Twins, Lee Sims and 
| Ilomay Bailey, Paul Draper, Carmen 
Miranda, Fred Evans Ballet (16) 
Emile Coleman Orch, Don Orlando 
Orch; $2.50 min. Sat. and Sun, $3.50. 
| The Chez Paree has constantly 
kept a high standard of service, and 
for this reason, there can be no real 





| though it indicates a need for variety 
and especially comedy. But the 
attempt to give a topnotch show is 
there and there is no question about 
the. quality of the acts themselves. 


There are four acts, two dance 
and two sing, which makes a little 
too much singing and a little too 


much dancing. Carmen 
in town for her second 
appearance and she still indicates a 
good boxoffice ability. With the 
background of her appearance in the 
flicker, ‘Down Argentine 
rates general recognition, and there 
|is no doubt of her vitality on the 
| floor. She is a lively vocalist with 


Miranda is 
night club 


and in proof of his popularity floor| plenty of exhilaration in her work. 


Her dynamic style is effective here 
|and she scored well with this mob. 
| Paul Draper is standard in the 
| Chez and, as ever, a clean-cut smash 
| with his individualistic dancing. 
| With a fine aura of class and flash, 
| Draper has improved his handling 
of an audience. In a room occasion- 
ally noisy Draper would do well to 
spot a mike near the piano to make 
certain that the entire audience is 
able to hear the accompaniment of 
David LeWinter. 

Opening are the Robinson Twins. 
They delight as usual. A certain 
cinch on appearance, the couple 
clinch their turn with an entertain- 
ing array of hoofology. They try 
|}and do anything in the dancing line 
|and make good on everything. 


i Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey are in| 


of a vaudeville | 


complaint against the current show | 


Way,’ she} 


lin’ bandstand, does a splendid job | 


ee 


On the Upbeat 


City of Warren, Ohio, plans to fight | Cleveland, to the Hendrick Hy 
for its right to a $150,000 music hall | Troy. Boys have 
at Packard Park, and the income | Cc. 
‘from a million-dollar trust fund to| ak Chatee eethectre 
{maintain a band, bequests in the will 


of the late W. D. Packard. 





dson, 
broadcast on 








, in Arab. 
ian Supper Club, Columbus, for jn. 


definite stay, replacing Paul Decker, 





Horace Heidt drawing reported Phil Dooley’s orchestra has come 
$1,250 for his University of Califor-|from the Palmer House, Chicago, to 
nia inter-frat ball date at the Pal-/the Hillcrest Hotel, Toledo, ; 
ace, San Francisco, Saturday (2). 








Red Norvo will be at the Trianon 
Ballroom, Toledo, O., Thursday 
Nov. 7. ; 


| 

| 

| Neal Bondshue’s band opens at the 
Sir Francis Drake, Frisco, about 
Nov. 5. 








| 


| Horace Henderson booked Wednes- 
day (30) into Roseland Ballroom, 
| Buffalo, for one-nighter. 


| 








Johnny Kleisinger, tenor sax man 
,with Robbie’s Revellers, playing at 
Regina’s Silver Dell, is doing his 39 
days compulsory military service jn 
the Canadian army. Keith Moyer jis 
relieving. 








Bob Armstrong orch played for 
Auto Show in Memorial Aud, Buf- | 
falo, last week. | 


Erskine Butterfield and band open 
as |Friday (1) for a week at Hollywooaq 

Roy Eldridge, colored trumpeter, restaurant, Bridgeport. 
sat in with the Gene Krupa band in a 
place of the ailing Shorty Cherok on 
a record date last week. | 





Bob Chester one-nights Sunday (3) 
at Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport. Jimmie 
Lunceford in Nov. 10, Cecil Golly, 
Nov. 17, Ray Herbeck, Nov. 24, 





Rex Stewart, Duke Ellington 
trumpeter, signed by Bluebird to 
turn out sides with a small combo ; 

; _,| Woody Herman opening at the 
, > : ; re 
Vocalion when Ellington recorded nitely set for Dec. 20. 
for that outfit. 
~ Al Jordan, trombonist with Gene 
Krupa, handed in notice. He'll re- 
turn to Cincinnati to work in radio 
studio band. 





Teddy Powell signed his new band 
to record eight test sides for Blue- 
bird label. Powell’s group, cur- | 
rently at the Famous Door, New | 
York, is signed for the Flatbush and! Phyllis Miles, from Nat Brand- 
Windsor theatres, N. Y., weeks of| Wynne, now singing with Will Brad- 
Dec. 26-Jan. 2. | ley’s band. 








| ; ace ay is 
McFarland Twins band leaves Blue Merbie Holmes replaced Ray Her 
bai “ ~~. | beck at Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., for theatres | ,. ' : 
. : Monday (28). Herbeck had been 
and one-nighters Nov. 17, being re-| treme cinee ante teak enetae 
placed by Dean Hudson. es a ay an 5 5. 


Glenn Miller shifting trumpet sec- Tiny Hi!!l’s first stand in the east 


i Ss akes him into Dono- 
tion constantly, trying to settle on |!" Some time takes h en 


new men. Zeke Zarchy one of those | hue's, Mountain View, N. J., Nov. 8, 
out. | replacing Cecil Golly. 


Jerry Wald band started first date, Carrell Dexter replaces Louanne 
in New York last night (Tuesday) | a8 vocalist with Terry Shand’s band. 
at Childs’ Spanish Gardens. She was once with Jack Harris in 
London. 








Charlie Barnet, Oct. 27; Bob Ches- 
ter, Nov. 3; Cecil Golly, Nov. 17, and the 
Ray Herbeck, Nov. 24, one-nighters |‘ 
at Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport, I. 


Sid Harris and his crew now in at 
Wheatley Hills, 


TWO QUIT DANCE BIZ 
FOR RINK ORGANS 


Cleveland, Oct. 29 


Tommy Hopton and Chet Ryks, 
each of whom batoned dance outfits 








Ray Noble orchestra 
|again at Palmer House, Chi, until 
| Jan. 15, 1941. Set to replace on Jan. 
116 is Eddy Duchin orchestra. 


extended 








Don Armando’s' rhumba band | 
|opened indefinite engagement Thurs- | 
day (24) at El Chico, Pittsburgh, re- 





|Placing the Frank Hernandez out-|hereabouts for more than a dozen 
| fit. | years, are getting rid of band head- 
| aches by forming an organ duo. Two 

Baron’ Elliott went into’ Bill; ex-bandmaestros started new part- 


|Green’s Casino, Pittsburgh, Monday nership on the Hammond organ and 
|(28) for four weeks with options,| Novachord Sunday (27) by launch- 
succeeding George King. ling Evan Day’s new Bedford Glens 
| Roller Palace. For 40 years it was 
operated as a dance hall by Day, 
dean of Ohio’s ballroom owners, 
who tyrned it into a wooden-wheel 
rink when the hoofing biz began 
|dropping. By a coincidence it was 
ees | this dancery that gave Ryks’ original 
Herbert Fritschie followed Joe|crew its first date, while Hopton 
Villella outfit into New Penn, Pitts- | orch was the one that played fot 


| 


Nelson Maple has checked in at| 
| Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, for limited 
|stay, with Teddy King moving out 
for string of one-nighters. 


burgh, Monday (28) for month’s/| Swan-song dance. 
stay. SE eee 
ie | Art Music Boffs Buff 
Leighton Noble has had option r uSIC OTS u 
picked up at William Penn Hotel’s ———— 


Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, for four ad- 


Buffalo, Oct. 29 
ditional weeks. 


Opening of Kleinhans Music Ha 
| city’s first long-haired spot, has bee 
a bonanza to promoters since doo 
were swung wide two weeks a 
S.R.O. sign has been hung out fo! 

* affairs so far. 

somewhat of a spot here. Under-| First to play it was Alec Temple- 
| billed here they have to work hard |ton, two nights after opening. Crowd 
| to make the most of their act. Miss | nearing 3,500 attended, some 50) 
| Bailey had a particularly tough|above hall's capacity. About 300 


= of it but Sims held up the | seats were placed on stage and res! 


with his exceptional novelty |_ ae $47 -e ‘hic! 
|tune-tinkling at the piano. stood for pianist-wit's concert whic h 
| |grossed more than $6,000 fo 


Fred Evans’ production numbers | See ci ks  Con- 
 eutiaes to be the hit of the show. |Canisius College, ats backers. ¢ oe 
chorus has distinction and beauty. | Sidered remarkable because onlay 

Show accompaniment is a tough |Templeton’s second visit here 1 
job for the Emile Coleman orchestra, | year. 
Which is probably underbrassed to Next to come in was Eunice Sha- 
give full strength to some of the' piro, local-born violinist, and hus- 
—? pena oe ome and | band, ‘cellist Victor Gottlieb, Audi 
| Other turns uncor re. —— , 
| Coleman’s band teste in playing the [ence bea? too large for hall Ege 
|show it makes up on the dansapa-|7°F, Music room holding re 
| tion, which is consistently fine. pe _was moved into the mai 
hearing | auditorium. 
| Don Orlande orchestra, sharing | Marion Andersen, Meare central’ 
jcomes in tonight (29). B.o. has bee! 
sold out since last Thursday. 


The Rollickers, instrumental trio, | 
have moved from Hotel Carter, 


in keeping the dancers happy. 
Gold. 


Wheatley Hills, 


4: 
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Central Labor Union Endorses Philly 
AGVA in Its Battle with Kelly's UEA 








Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists yesterday (Monday) enlisted 
the aid of the Central Labor Union 
in its fight against the qneroneh= | 
ment of Tom Kelly’s independent 
United Entertainers Assn. The CLU, 
which seated AGVA local exec 
secretary Lee Traver and Lea 
Litomy, organizer, as delegates a 
month ago, sent letters to nitery 
owners and agents asserting that 
AGVA was the only authorized bar- 
gaining agent in the field as far as 
the CLU is concerned. The CLU is 
composed of all unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of 
Labor in Philly and vicinity. 


The letter, signed by Frank Burch, 
CLU secretary, was sent to counter- 
act arguments by Kelly and his 
group that AGVA would not have 
the cooperation of other AFL unions 
in the event of a showdown between 
the UEA and AGVA. With their 
standing in the labor field thus 
strengthened, AGVA officials are 
starting a drive to sign closed shop 
contracts with niteries and hotels. 

Negotiations have already been 
started with owners of eight of the 
leading downtown spots, Traver 
said. As soon as these are signed up 
the campaign will be spread to all 
parts of the city and suburban road- 
houses, 

Meanwhile Kelly was going ahead 
with plans reorganizing the UEA, 
which has been lying dormant dur- 
ing the time that he was executive 
secretary of AGVA, from which he 
was ousted last month by the na- 
tional AGVA board, A meeting of 
the UEA board which includes eight 
former AGVA board members, will 
be held tonight (Tuesday) to plan 
strategy. A general membership 
meeting will be held Friday (1) at 
an undisclosed place at which Kelly 
will divulge his plans for a ‘battle 
to a finish’ with AGVA. 

Kelly scoffed at the effect of the 
CLU letter. ‘They're at liberty to | 
send letters to whom they please,’ he | 
said, ‘But cafe owners have to do 
business with the organization that | 
can supply them with entertainers.’ | 

Kelly claims that the bulk of the 
AGVA membership has deserted the 
union and will join with his indie | 
outfit, 


MAESTRO SILVA TURNS | 
TALENT AGENT IN RIO 


Romeo Silva, Brazilian bandleader | 
in that country’s pavilion at the New | 
York World’s Fair for two years, 
will turn talent agent on his return 
to Rio de Janeiro, going into part- | 
nership with Harry Kosarin, Ameri- | 
can ex-actor, who has been south of 
the border since 1916 and has rep-| 
resented U. S. music publishers there | 
the past few years. Silva, however, | 
will continue his band work along 
with agency duties. 

First major account for the new 
a is exclusiye representa- | 
ion of Fanchon & Marco talent and 
lines of girls for South American 
dates. Contract signed last week is 
a reciprocal one, F&M in turn rep- 
ping Silva-Kosarin acts in the U. S. 

Silva sails back to Rio from New 
York Nov. 2. 














Tiny Bradshaw outfit, recently or- | 
ganized, signed to Moe Gale man- 
agement. Booked for week Nov. 29 
at Apollo theatre, New York. 


| nitery union. 


bs 


Lafata of Blossom Heath, 


Detroit, in Bankruptcy 


Detroit, Oct. 29, 

Paul F. Lafata has listed a volun- 
tary petition in bankruptcy in Fed- 
eral court here, both for himself and 
as Blossom Heath, famed lakeshore 
nitery here. He listed no assets for 
Blossom Heath, which for years has 
been one of Detroit’s showiest spots, 
but listed personal assets of $3,450 
and liabilities of $6,489. 

The club, after being dark all last 
year, reopened this season with 
shows, and twice ran afoul of the 
law, having its liquor license revoked 
on charges of permitting gambling. 
In the latest raid it was charged the 
place permitted liquor sales without 
a license, and its reapplication for 
one was pushed back on the list. 





Waiters Back at Old 
Scale, Carroll Reopens 


Hollywood, Oct. 29. 

Earl Carroll reopens his nitery 
Thursday (31) as a result of an 
agreement with his striking waiters, 
whose walkout closed the spot last 
week, 

Waiters go back to work at the 
old scale of $2.50 per night, with a | 
promise of arbitration within 30) 
days on their demands for $3.50. 


Philly Nitery Ops 
Raising 506 Fund 
To Fight Curfew 


Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 
Nitery owners and taproom opera- 














9 | Liquor Board and the police, stag- 
i 4 | ing a double-header drive to enforce 
the Saturday night curfew with a 


AGVA PLEA 
FOR 246 


American Guild of Variety Artists, 
which is trying to borrow an ad- 
ditional $2,500 from its sister unions 





in the Associated Actors and Artistes | 


of America, appears to be up against 
a stone wall. AGVA’s president, 
Dewey Barto, and Hoyt Haddock, 
national executive secretary, ap- 
peared for a plea to the Four A’s 
Monday (28), but it’s unlikely that 
any coin will be forthcoming from | 
that end, the Four A’s itself being | 
broke. 


It’ll be up to the individual unions | 


| to lend AGVA the coin, but Equity | 


last week signified unwillingness to 
advance more monies to the vaude-| 
AGVA already owes 
Equity around $27,500, most of which: | 
was advanced during the fight with 
the stagehands in the summer of '39, 
and another $30,000 to the Screen 
Actors Guild. 

One argument advanced by AGVA 
to Equity to substantiate another 
loan is that Equity and Screen 
Actors Guild might be tossing away 
nearly $60,000 unless AGVA is 
supported and kept functioning until 
it starts operating in the black. 
Some in Equity, however, don’t like 
the internal situation of AGVA and 
are of the opinion the legit actors’ 


| organization may be throwing good | 
|money away if making additional | 900 against Al Borde, Chicago pro- | girl who formerly was employed as 


loans, 


Several months ago AGVA put 
tnrough some economies in operation 
of the union nationally. Salaries 
were cut and _ ~personnel _ elimi- 
nated, but the variety union {fs still 
operating in the red. Another 
economy measure is now in force, 


| i.e., that all branches of AGVA must 
| hold their ‘operating costs down to 


60% of their income. 





New Frisco Rink 
San Francisco, Oct. 29. 
New $300,000 ice rink will be 
opened Friday (1) in Berkeley by 
G. Nash. Full two-hour ice show 
will be presented first three days, 


public for skating. 
Arthur Linkletter 
show. 


will m.ec. the 














tors are reported to be raising a | 
$50,000 war chest to fight the State | 


staggering blow to biz. 

The fund will be used for the pur- 
poses of launching a lobbying drive 
to get legislation passed to liberal- 
ize the Sunday closing law, extend- 
ing it at least a couple of hours so 
that Saturday night shouldn’t be a 
total loss. Under the present law, 
sale of liquor and entertainment 
must cease at the stroke of mid- 
night Saturday. 

This gives niteries and taprooms 
only about an hour of biz, since cus- 
tomers don’t start arriving until after 
11 p. m., after theatres let out. 

Meanwhile, the Liquor Board con- 


Disinterest Apparent in N.Y.’s AGVA; 
85 Out of 600 Paid-Up Members Vote: 





Nat'l Officials Seek to Pep Union Spirit 


Billy Jackson in Deal 


Last week’s election of officers for 


|the New York local of the American 
For Luna Park Show uiia of Variety Artists saw a total 


Billy Jackson has closed a deal to 
put a nostalgic-type honkytonk into 
Luna Park, Coney Island, N. Y, 
next season. Spot will be operated 
along the lines of Billy Rose’s Bar- 
bary Coast at the N. Y. World’s Fair. 

There'll be a sawdust show, band 
and mammoth bar, but Jackson isn’t 
definite yet on whether there'll be 
dancing space for the customers. 
Stated that Rose also was after the 
spot, but Jackson got there first. 





‘of only 85 votes cast, which is little 
more than 10% of the paid-up mem- 
| bership of that branch. Pete Wells, 
formerly v.p. of the union, won the 
presidency in a contest with Jimmy 
Hollywood (Radio Rogues-‘Hellza- 
poppin’). The margin was five votes, 
45 to 40. 

Failure of the local’s membership 
| to take a greater interest in their 
union is a bitter disappointment to 
some of the harder working national 
Officials. It was also evident to the 
latter that little discrimination was 
used by those voting, judging from 








| some of those who were elected and 
| acknowledged to be unimportant in 
the variety field. 


SPOTS IN BIG 
UPTURN 


Chicago, Oct. 29. 
Nitery business has taken a sharp 
turn for the better in recent weeks. 
While the strict eateries with a small 
band for occasional dancing have not 
experienced any real upturn, the 
floorshow spots have surged forward. 
These include such spots as the 








tinued its blitz yesterday (Monday) 
by ordering the suspension of the | 
liquor licenses of the Little Raths- | 


keller, owned by the Kaliner Bros., | 





|for 60 days, and the Cadillac Tav- 


ern, for 90 days. Both are accused 
of selling booze after the Sabbath 
curfew. 

The Kaliners’ other Broad street 
bistro, the Club Bali, paid a $300 
fine Friday (25) in lieu of a 30-day 
suspension. Saturday night was an- 
other blackout in the night club 
sector, as uniformed police and 
plainclothesmen made the rounds to 
see that bars were shutdown at 12 
p. m. sharp. 





| 


SETTLE SUIT 
ON “HELLZ' TAG 


—_——- ~~ 





Olsen and Johnson’s suit for $250,- 


|}ducer, and Benny Meroff, orch 
leader, over the title ‘Hellzafire,’ was 


settled last week without exchange | 


of coin. Borde-Meroff get the right 
to use the present title of their unit, 
‘Funzafire,’ but must lay off ‘Hellz.’ 
| An earlier settlement had been 
made pending trial of the suit which 
permitted Borde & Meroff to con- 
tinue operating the nut unit, in 
which Meroff appears, under the 
‘Funz’ tag. 

Both sides took care of their re- 
spective counsel fees. 


'Merry Macs Share Chi 
| Palace With Templeton 





Chez Paree, Empire Room, Black- 
hawk, College Inn, Walnut Room, 
Marine Dining Room, Camellia 
| House, Hi-Hat, Colosimo’s. 

| No logical explanation for this 
'sudden decision on the part of the 
/public to flock to the niteries, but 
| whatever the cause the nitery own- 
‘ers are finding it like old times. 
While there’s no sign of the old-time 
spending by any good-time Charlies, 
the cafes are more than satisfied 
with the volume of business, 


Hold 2 St. L. Nitery Men 
For Attacking Girl, 15 


St. Louis, Oct. 29. 





Christ Kalaidge, manager of the 
Golden Dragon Club, downtown nite 
spot whose liquor license was revoked 
shuttering the h 


several weeks ago, 
|place, and Michael Sarkin, employed 


|by another downtown nitery, were 


|jugged last week on a charge of 
criminally attacking a 15-year-old 


an entertainer in the Golden Dragon. 
Bail was denied both men. 

Kalaidge is accused of attacking 
the girl in his club after closing 
hours and Sarkin is charged with 
luring her to his hotel room. The 
girl was a witness against Kalaidge, 
testifying to the disorderly manner 
in which the place was conducted 
and also that liquor was sold after 
closing hours, 


Endor, Farrell Split 


Miami, Oct. 29. 
Chick Endor and Charlie Farrell, 
former stage team, and lately co- 








There’s believed to be 600-odd 
paid-up N. Y. members. Balloting 
was done chiefly by mail and there 
was an election meeting scheduled at 
the Edison hotel early last week 
(22), but a quorum (10% of the 
local’s membership) failed to show 
up. 
Some of the national officials are 
now mulling steps that will not only 
straighten out the N. Y. local, but 
also hypo interest in the union in 
general. One thing likely to gen- 
erate more ‘patriotism’ will be the 
signing of an AGVA deal with the 
N. Y. vaudfilmers. Pact has been 
okayed by virtually all the theatre 
ops, buta@the signaturing has been 
delayed by Major L. E. Thompson's 
(RKO) illness and some minor 
changes. 

What the other AGVA ‘reforms’ 
will be is being kept secret, but it’s 
expected that some of the N. Y. local 


officials will be asked to resign, or 
| else, 


ORCHESTRA HALL, DET, 
BECOMES VAUDFILMER 


Detroit, Oct. 29. 

Dark since the Detroit Symphony 
| Orchestra left it more than a year 
| ago. Orchestra Hall here, in the 
| mid-Woodward section, will open as 
|a first-run picture house early in 
| November. Renamed the Town, its 
| initial offering will be ‘Pastor Hal,’ 
| to be placed on a double bill. 

A group of Detroit business men, 
eaded by Joseph D. Brown and 
Maurice Dater, with Sam Carver as 
the manager, plan to play vaudeville 
|along with pictures. 


Stanley, Pitt, Shopping 
For Consecutive Shows 

















Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. 

Looks like Stanley, WB deluxer, 
| will keep going with shows for at 
least a few consecutive weeks after 
vaude is resumed Friday (1) with tab 
version of George White’s ‘Scandals.’ 
George Jessel’s unit has already 
been booked in to follow on Nov. 8 
and Harry Kalmine, WB zone man- 
ager, is currently in New York try- 
ing to line up enough shows to last 
jat least until early December. 

House has been on a straight pix 





| 





| The Merry Macs go into the Pal- | owners of Fort Lauderdale nitery, policy continuously since last spring, 
after which place will be opened to| ace, Chicago, week of Nov. 15 as have split. 


part of the stage show headlining 
Alec Templeton. 
| Harry Norwood set the radio trio. 


Endor will continue to operate the 
club, while Farrell goes to sea with 
America Cruise lines. 


jexcept ior one week in September 
when Mickey Rooney played here 
and hung up a new all-time house 
‘record. 
































JUST COMPLETED 
18 WEEKS AT BEN 
MARDEN’S RIVIERA 





Thanks to 
BEN MARDEN 


= 














OPENING TOMORROW (October 31) 
LOEW'S STATE, New York 





CHANDRA-KALY 


With MOUNI and DEV 


THE CRITICS TELL THE STORY: 


WALTER WINCHELL: . 
¥ Daily Mirror—‘New Yorchids: Cha ndra-Kaly and his danc- 
ers, a very unusual and lovely act to the Riviera. 

ED SULLIVAN: ; ee 
Daily News—‘Chandra-Kaly dancers at Ben Marden’s Riviera 
are terrific and different.’ 
TED F ; : 
Daily Mirror—‘We wish to point 


RIEND: 


to Chandra-Kaly and his 


Trio, 





two dancers, at Ben Marden’s Riviera, as the newest lumi- 
naries of importance to come into the night life scene. In 
our 10 years of getting around we do not recall ever having 
watched so subtle and supple a unit of dancers, spirited, 
authentic and colorful as these... Anent the Chandra-Kaly 
we are prepared to bet more than a hat that they 
will be starred in a Broadway musical comedy before the 
coming season is over.’ 


DANCERS 


OPENING CHEZ PAREE, 
CHICAGO — NOV. 15 





Thanks te My 
Management— 


PAUL SMALL of 
WM. MORRIS AG. 
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“AMERICA’S NEWEST 
DANCING STARLET” 





52 VAUDEVILLE VARIETY 
ANTI-VICE DRIVE "Vn “sen 
| Tour With ‘Icecapades’ New Act 

Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. 
George Tyson, for last nine years 
SHI S OHIO heaq of publicity and advertising for With Marjorie Weaver, Kay Aldrich, 
Mary Healy, Mary Beth Hughes j 
Harris Amusement Co., has been Talk; Singing 
granted a leave of absence to £0 ON 49 yinutes; One 
VI the road this season as managing di- Fox, Detroit 
LULA rector of the new rink revue, ‘Ice- There’s still a static quality, but 
capades of 1941.’ Show’s tour starts | potentialities which will be sharp- 
here at Gardens Nov. 4 and will’ ened in the turn here, to this troupe 
| wind up on Coast next spring. of youngsters from 20th Century- 
__ Cleveland, Oct. 29. " oe Pe i ey oe n. gem a a meee | 
Anti-gambling crusaders, police | 50Ught into icecapades, which 1s . . i] - 
ae a ’ owned by Arena Managers Assn., have charm that registers easily over 
raiders and newspaper’s clean-up |" ™ »* ‘ris. chief of | the footlights, gab gradually is grow- 
campaign preceding elections were OREO By cary oa an So ®" | ing sharper under the whetstone of 
too strong a combo for the Ohio | local theatrical circuit bearing his’ 2° audience and Miss Maxwell has 
Villa. the No. 1 nitery of this county, |4me. Vuring Tyson's absence, Ken). caltiness that catches attention 
which folded up last week after try- | Hoel, his assistant, will be in charge | yeadily, 
ing to run four days without music, of Harris advertising. ‘Icecapades / Peter Lind Hayes should continue 
floorshows and keno. | engagement here is being billed as to work ahead of the troupe, as he 
Maurice Spitalny’s erch was forced a world preem, although revue has did here, for his satiric sketches of 
to spend a layoff week here as a re- already played Atlantic City, New Hollywood personalities lend inter- 
7 2 . sy tessa Orleans and Philly est to the starlets following. He may 
sult of the sudden shutdown. Owners sorscatepesta cn oa ‘even be incorporated into their turn 
of the swank casino are heading | since it would break’ up the mon- 
south for the winter. George Jessel’s ist | otony of too much gab, with too lit- 
unit originally was skedded for Oct. F H ll M k | tle ,0int. 
9, but negotiations were called off. rances a , a etl The best ot oe ss light of | 
Folding of the Ohio Villa leaves | F Th M d S$ the act is Miss Healy who has some- 
this county minus a deluxe gambling | or leving al ’ ues a to — = distinctive oo | 
joint for the first time in nearly eight tyle, not aping other singers, 9 
ly Both the Thomas Club and For 106 on False Arrest —— with an audience extremely | 
Harvard Club also went dark this | well. She probably will be worked 
age ie a : — | geather back in the act since her | 
month, forcing the heavy-spenders to Cleveland, Oct. 29 slick piping makes the other young- 
go outside Cuyahoga County to find | F H: ' , ' | sters’ efforts in this line amateurish. | 
any big-time spots with wheels and rances Hall, singer at Chateau | \ext best for audience response was | 
entertainment. Exclusive Mounds | ©!¥, filed suit against Mr. and Mrs. | \yics Maxwell's nif-naw about parties 
Club across the line is still going full | Harry Aaron and their son, Jerome, | she has tossed which catches femme | 
blast, Armida and Sid Prussin’s crew 4¢manding $10,000 damages for a interest. Neatly-dressed and eye- | 
topping its show, but may shut down false arrest that occurred three filling, the others are satisfactory but 
temporarily during elections. | weeks ago. | will click better when the material 
Warbler said she was taken into | is better tailored to the audiences. | 
|custody by Detective Martin A. Mc- | Pool. | 
F-M LINE SET Fadden and accused of robbery while | | 
Fanchon & Marco has set another | Sitting in a hotel cocktail bar with | 
line of girls in a house it does not | two friends. Driven to a pawnshop, | PITT P FS UP 
operate. Latest is Fay’s, Philadel- |she further claims she was first ac- 
phia, which gets 16 F. & M. girls cused by Mrs. Aaron and the son of | 
starting Nov, 14. | being their former housemaid who | 
Besides the N. Y. Roxy, F. & M. had stolen several hundred dollars 
lines are current at the Earle, Wash- worth of furs and jewelry. 
ington, and Hipp, Baltimore. ‘They forced me to walk up and | 
down the store, laugh and talk, ex- 
os —_____. | amined my hair and even my teeth, 
| but released me when young Aaron Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. 
9m HIT WEEK, | said ‘it was all a horrible mistake,’ Rhumba craze isn’t catching on 
| De Hall “—~ ' here in cafe belt as expected. Asa 
ON BROADWAY ! Be tective later denied that he result the market for conga rhyth- | 
& abbed her by the arm forcibly, or | meers locally is closing up. Nixon 
oat he even mentioned the word | Cafe is first to do away with its | 
|| ‘robbery’ when he asked her to ac- | Latin-American Ovando band, which 
company him for questioning. closes a two-month engagement Sat- | 
urday (2). In future, spot will use 
| ’ only one orch, Al Marsico’s outfit. 
'DANCER’S $50 000 SUIT Tony Conforti, Nixon's operator, 
’ | claimed not more than a couple of 
FOR LOSS OF HER LEG couples a night would get up to 
rhumba to Ovando’s music, with re- 
sult that small crew had to switch 
Detroit. Oct. 2 almost immediately to American 








eet 
Ce 
Z 





| Smith has started suit here for $50.- contemplated installing extra rhum- 
| |000 damages for the loss of her right ba outfits have already dropped the 
} |leg. The suit is against Mrs. Eleanor idea. . Only place where oe going 
| | Wilkes, whose car jumped the curb, over is El Chico, new spot recently 


CURRENTLY APPEARING | fen 
| pinned the young dancer against a opened by ex-bartender Joe Sala, 
} 


STRAND THEATRE 


| NEW YORK CITY 
e The youngster, who had made ap- 

Personal Management || pearances in night clubs here while 
THOMAS KETTERING i | still in school and will summon pro- 
e ||| fessional opinion that she had a fu- 

New York Representative || ture in show business to bolster her 





building and whose injuries required but that is strictly a cafe espanol. 

ithe amputation of the leg. Cafe ops are pointing out that 
there may be enough trade to keep 
one nitery going with that kind of 
entertainment and music, but that 
they don’t mix in local spots with 
strictly American atmosphere. That 








‘|| ought seems to borne out in 
JACK DAVIES - MILTON BERGER ||| claims of a ruined career, testified | OUent seems we be 
\| Nixon's experience. 
e ||; that even her preliminary engage- | SoG tee eat 
Chicago Representative || ments ‘earned enough to pay for all 
EZ KEOUGH 


my clothes an ancing instruction.’ 
a et = "Plus Other Grief, Bad 
Checks Plague Reider 


St. Louis, Oct. 29. 

Three bad check ghosts, nine-years- 
id, arose last week to plague Sam 
Reider, vet showman here, who has 
been trying for more than three 
weeks to reopen the Shubert-Rialto, 
in midtown, with burlesque. Oppo- 
sition of the clergy of two churches 
near the theatre, the faculty of the 
nearby St. Louis University, a Jesuit 
university, and the reluctance of city 
fathers to give the go ahead signal is 
arousing considerable interest in 
amusement circles here. 

Last week a curious cop at police 
neadquarters thumbed through the 
record files and found a ‘wanted’ | 
card against Reider dated Dec., 1931. 
Three employees of the old Gayety 
theatre (burlesk) complained that 
Reider, then manager, had given 
each of them a $10 check which was 
returned from a bank marked ‘in- 
sufficient funds.’ Detectives nailed 
Reider at his office and booked him 
on ‘suspicion of passing worthless | 
checks.’ Reider said he did not have 
a Clear recollection of the incident, 
but he does remember that the funds 
of the theatre were pretty low at 

that time. 


| 
i 























BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-7800 









H. LUBIN 


J. 
GENERAL MANAGER 


| SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 





Teddy Wilson and Fletcher Hen- 
_derson and trumpeter Red Allen. 
were part of the band Benny Good- 
man took to Lehigh U., Bethlehem, 
Pa., past Saturday (26). Outfit drew 
close to 800 couples at $4 a pair. 





manager for theatrical producer 


assets, but liabilities totaling $17,479, 


| court action 


Lincoln Dickey, 54, 


'and the New York World’s Fair, was | 


| been stricken with a heart attack 


|} heart and her concern was height- 


EN. com | = 
Charging that her professional ca- | ‘U2°S: | a 
\ AR | reer as a dancer was destroyed, Jane | Several other spots which nad 


Sonny Barkas Broke 


Voluntary petition in bankruptcy 
was filed by Sonny Barkas, office 


BURLEY OP BIDDING 
FOR CLEVE. MAYFAIR 


Cleveland, Oct. 29. 
George Young, burley producer ang 
of which $5,000 is owed Batchelor operator of the Roxy, is bidding for 
on a loan. Loew’s Mayfair Casino, formerly 

Another creditor of Barkas, who | known as the legit Ohio, with inten. 
declared he earned $500 a year for |tions of reopening it as a burlesque 
the past, two years, is Cuban Fruit house. Young is offering local 
Import Co., $9,100. This involves a Loew's office $25,000 rental yearly, 
against Barkas by an|Pplus a percentage for the 1,800- 
outfit for which he was agent in| capacity theatre, which has been 
Cuba. dark since the Mayfair's last lessors 
went bankrupt three years ago. 

Bid is the fourth received by 
Charles Raymond, Loew’s division 
manager here. Although some adja. 
cent merchants are opposed to a 
burley house being set up in the heart 


Dies of Heart Attack; urley house being st up in the 
Originated Aquacade | Png vi cad gy 2 “a sobeuee 


and repair the badly rundown house 
is making it sound attractive to 
building owners’ rep. 

Another proposition being con- 
sidered by Raymond comes from 
Paramount Pictures, which would 
jlike to have a downtown outlet in 
Cleveland to give its first-run prod- 
uct a better break. Drawback in this 
case is reported to be the fact that 
| Loew’s would have to pay for re- 
|habilitation of the theatre itself, and 
}owners are reluctant to build up a 
\film emporium that would be poten- 
tially injurious to its own stands. 





Walter Batchelor, in N. Y¥. federal 
court Monday (28). Barkas lists no 





Lincoln Griffith Dickey, 54, who 
| was actually responsible for the Billy 
Rose Aquacade shows at the Cleve- 
land and San Francisco expositions | 





found dead Friday (25) morning in! 
ihis New York apartment. He had 


and had died instantly, doctors state, 
| late the night before. 

Dickey had been a colorful per- 
| sonality. His associate, Peg Hum- 
phries, who had feared for Dickey’s 
health for years, had made it a habit 
of calling him every morning when 


h y f his Cleveland ° ° 

de Sol tek ey She Son cans Bouche Hunting Nitery 

tinuously warned Dickey about his ° ° 
Talent in So. America 


| with the doorman revealed that Miami, Oct. 29. 

| Dickey had not been seen that morn- Albert Bouche arrived here this 
ing, so Miss Humphries phoned the | week en route to South America, 
building superintendent to use a pass | where he will line up a revue for 
key to enter the apartment. He | New Year's opening of his Villa 
found Dickey lying on the kitchen | Venice. Heretofore, Bouche has im- 
floor, fully dressed, and told Miss | ported talent from abroad, but the 





;ened when he failed to answer the 
| phone Friday morning. <A_ check 








|'Humphries, who was holding the | war influenced junket to Rio and 
' 


phone, to hurry over. He had evi- | Buenos Aires with view towards 
dently died while reaching into the | locating number of continental turns 
refrigerator for a midnight snack. |now refugees there. 

Dickey had just completed a stren-| Decision to spring Villa Venice 
uous three days in a Jamaica, L. I, | week earlier is indicative of feeling 
court as witness in a law suit di- | here that the Orange Bowl game 
rected against Billy Rose by an ad-| |mob will get season in gear imme- 
vertising man. The suit was finally | diately aftér Xmas. Villa Venice is 
dismissed, so Dickey and Arthur | oldest nitery in this area. 

Garfield Hays, Rose’s attorney, went | 
to Dickey’s apartment for a gabfest | 











— a 





and a game of chess. When Hays | 
left later that evening, Dickey ap- | 
peared to be in the best of spirits | 
and health, 

Hired Rose for Clevel 
|} It was Dickey, then head of the 
Cleveland Exposition, who engaged 
Billy Rose to stage the first Aqua- 
cade in the second and final year of | 
the fair there. Dickey had a com-| 
paratively small water show at the 
expo the first year, but then got the 
idea of having Rose, who was then | 
operating the Casa Manana at the 
Ft. Worth, Texas, expo, to combine 
the Casa Manana production effects 
with an aquatic entertainment. Quite 
lifferent from the N. Y. and Frisco 
Aquacades, the Cleveland show had | —— ns iil eieeoees 
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a restaurant-bar adj inct and dancing|f{/ - °°” a 
‘ilities for the customers on a stage Best C Coffee i in + ete 


that rolled in on tensiee set on the 
bottom of Lake Erie. 

Dickey was associated with Rose 
in the future Aquacade production in 
N. Y. and Frisco, est ingat es of his eee eee 
percentage ranging as high as 10% LONDON, WEST-END 
plus a high salary as general man- ne = 
ager. His income was considerable) ———E= 
and he carried a very large amount 
of life insurance, frequently telling 
Miss Humphries that this “was the 
way he was saving and insuring a) 
sizeable amount of money for his 
family in the event of his death. He 
Ss survived by his widow, a son, Dr. 
Lincoln C. Dickey, and two daugh- 
ters, all of Cleveland. : 

Prior to becoming general man- 
ager of the Cleveland Expo, Dickey 
was one of the originators of the 
Chatauqua movement, had been 
manager of the City Auditorium, 
Cleveland, and Convention Hal] , At- 
lantic City. 

Funeral services were held in New | 
York Sunday (27), with burial in| 
Cleveland the following day. 
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Rhythm Stylists 


JUST COMPLETED TWO WEEKS ROXY, NEW YORK 
Opening October 31st RKO, Boston, in 


‘STREETS OF PARIS' 


QUALITY INN 
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ALWAYS WORKING 


“Whitey” Roberts 


6th Week at Grace Hayes Lodge 
Hollywood, Calif. 











Large department store in metro- 
politan area requires the serv- 
ices of 4 clowns, one barker, 
1 Santa Clause, for a period of 
five weeks—November 22 to De- 
cember 24. Answer by letter giv- 
ing details. Box 25, VARIETY, 
154 W. 46th St., New York. 
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Harlem Bets On Apollo in B.0. Race 
With West End: Name Bands a Factor 





| obvious reason for the ‘Tiny’ sobri- 


quet. and exhibits himself as a pleas- 
ef the old Lafayette on Lenox ave- poe wach bandleader to whom 


nue, New York's Harlem boasts two most audiences should cotton to hap- 
theatres using colored stage shows— | pily for his homefolks style and easy 
the West End and Apollo, both on| manner. Hill and his band are 
125th street and within a stone’s | strictly down to a _level, and mean 
throw of each other. While there | it, when they play ‘I Love Corn. The 
may be enough talent to go around corn should make the grade with the 


currently, there doesn’t appear to be and with the simpler of the dancing 
enough | patrons for both theatres. public. The music is simplicity itself 
Hence interest among Harlemites 1s ang played in such a manner as to 
in the competitive race for business, | reach the great majority of the en- 
with managements trying bargain | tertainment-goers. 
tickets, special stunts, added talent, It’s all pop “oe er —_ 
he West some occasional clowning Dj 
ae 7k Ge es S'S : band in a fashion svetnucens St Se 
. . : F . cuah | hillbilly. Chief vocalist is Al Lar- 
There nag period when owe such | sen, who comes up with a singing 
operations in close proximity could style that is suitable for the Hill ag- 
have succeeded back in the "20s; but gresation. It’s agreeable without 
the present economic situation doesn't being too strict on pitch or tempo. 
make the outlook any too bright.! Hill and his orchestra indicate a 
And the betting in Harlem favors the ge gee of wast the ao 
Apollo, attendance Friday (25) indi- | /!¢ }iKes in entertainment and on 
cating as much. Apollo, which has SS ee up with a big 
had a stage-band policy for eight On the variety side the best work 
years or longer, is getting the bulk of 'j; turned in by Don Cummings, who 
patronage, gh a ~— “<> |has been on a meres pe By: — 
In rebuttal, however, Josep ea- | in the past few months. as playe 
vitt, West End manager, claims he | everything, but continues to smack 
would not have tried the venture if ‘em over with an excellent variety 
he were at all dubious about two turn, Cummings has wisely lessened 
stage theatres operating profitably in '¢ /mMportance of his rope-spinning 
- . and gone in more for story-telling, 
this neighborhood. James Marshall, | ynich he does well. Has picked up 
— of yee and — |a neat trick of individuality of talk- 
at the Lafayette, believes there is ing back to himself. 
only enough business to keep one however, could dispense with that 
theatre with a colored stage policy | cord-chewing bit. ; 
operating successfully. | Ruth Lowe, whose claim to recog- 


For the first time since the days 


As apparent even from the first nition is that she wrote ‘I'll Never | 


. A : Smile Again,’ plays the piano and | 
week, the West End is being forced says ‘thank you’ into the mike while | 


to depend on acts and stage produc- Edythe Wright attempts to make a 
tion as a patronage lure, because the yaude act of it by doing some pro- | 
Apollo has the inside track on name | fessional warbling up front. Miss 
bands. This week il'ustrates the; Wright is a standard orchestra 
point. The former has Ovie Alston’s | singer and should continue singing 
band of 12, with Orlando Robeson, with an orchestra. She indicates a | 
vet make singer. The Apollo has a + iacmamaaia and personal | 
Andy Kirk's aggregation of 15 plus © Seaeatal ot Fritz and Jean Hu- 
June Richmond, and carrying such bert, the drunk acrobatic turn of | 
performers as Henry Wells, Floyd) Ballard and Raye indicates occa-| 
Smith and Miss Lou Williams.! sional moments of interests with 
known for her piano recordings. | out-and-out acrobatic items. It turns 
There’s no comparison in the b.o. | out that one of the team is a woman. | 
draught the two outfits, and the same Business was on the offside at the 
is true of their actual entertainment | /@St show Friday (25). Gold. 
ability. Kirk outfit, as presently 
geared, is virtually a show in itself, YT 
while Alston’s crew has been away | COLONIAL, DA ON 
from this locality too long and is un- 
familiar with theatre technique. Dayton, Oct. 25. 
On actual supporting No. 1 name| Xavier Cugat Orch, Adele, Paul | 
acts, it’s a tossup, with the Three Winchell, Del Reyes, Carmen, Gene | 
Chocolateers at the West End as well | Sheldon, Lena Roma; ‘The Quarter- | 
known and as entertaining as Pegleg | back’ (Par). 
Bates at the other house. Latter and | 
the W. E. dancing trio both could 
stand reroutining and new material, South American way pervades the 
though the Chocolateers were hits of Colonial stage this week, where 
the West End performance. chestra are making their initial visit 
Apollo offers more in support Of ito this city. Show as a whole 
the band and the No. 1 act, chipping emerges as top entertainment. 
in with Arthur Simpkins, a new Ensemble is well-balanced, using 
voice find, for ensembles; Joyner and beside the regulation instruments, 











Foster, comedy duo: Don Hooten, | gourds, marimba and bongos. Its| 


: *y . ning aay ee - Sica mt on? 
rope artist, and an unbilled acrobatic | 0P¢ning numbers include ‘Say Si Si. 


novelty. Also the comedy skits pres- ‘Babalu’ and ‘Blen Blen Blen,’ the} 


latter two sung by Valdez, a Cuban 
lad, with great enthusiasm. 

Another band medley aims to set 
forth the individual versatility of the 


ently are faster on the draw than 
those of the up-the-street competi- 
tion. Same is true of the house line 


as a rule, although this week the | players, ‘The Flight of a Bumble Bee’ | 


West End chorines get the nod main- | being offered by the flutist; ‘Panama’ 
ly because handed better dance num- being beaten out on a pair of drums 
bers, Apollo bogs down with two oy 3 wo tren ag sotto  cesee gpa 
- . 1 ying ‘ ’ 
ae gag —_ ——s radium _ the quintet of violins and accordion. 
a ‘ ee ‘Paae ie 1S oye , | In the line of Latin talent, the high 
est En as Pete Nugent, crack- 


kins, clowning steppers and instru- | a conga done in easy tempo. The 
mentalists. Additionally, the house pair is easily the best of its kind 
employs Sandy Burns, Jimmy Bas- | S€€" anywhere in this city, with a 
kette, Crackshot Hackley, Edna Mae deft surety that stamps its work as 
: ‘ . superlative in its field. 
Harris, Chink Collins and two cho- There is also some agreeable solo 
rines in several sketches and num-| gancing By Adele, Spanish dancer 
bers. Collins was suffering from a . 
cold and slowed down the best pro- | with much stomping of feet and 
duction number, the South Sea Is- | clicking of castenets. Clad in green, 
landers. Comedy is generally plenty Spanish male attire she makes a 
low down, but they like it this way — yo tae 7 
in this locale. dicenath to the bill goo ae 
Chorus shows up well, apparently ‘Tonight’ and ‘I Want My Mamma’ in 
now being better drilled in dancing | foreign tongue and does both nicely. 
(most of it torrid), with the show- | while Lena Roma comes forth with 
girls parading. Augmenting or de-| ‘Maybe’ and ‘Boogie Boogie’ in 
veloping of snappy line looks like a English. — 
good bet at this house, which can’t, The bill strays from the Latin 
hope to get the ace bands currently atmosphere to present two specialty 


: acts, Paul Winchell and Gene Shel- 
booked into the Apollo. Wear. don, both of whom present the same 

i a ieee ‘acts they have been showing for 
years. Winchell is a very clever 
ventriloquist, with a very ingratiat- 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
| ing dummy. The routine is especially 


¢ good when he has the dummy sing- 
’ Chicago, Oct. 26. ing a la Donald Duck and spieling 
Tiny Hill Orch (12), Ballard and jike the tobacco auctioneer. Sheldon 
Raye, Don Cummings, Ruth Lowe js aces as a pantomomist. with an 
and Edythe Wright; ‘Golden Fleec- expressive countenance, and he still 
ing (M-G). | draws laughs with his stunt of sew- 


ing his fingers together with an 
Just three turns on this show with imaginary thread. - 


the ‘Tiny’ Hill orchestra, which used; The band winds up the show via 
to be heard in Chicago from the ‘Running Wild,’ all the singers and 
suburban Melody Mill ballroom dancers coming on for a swift conga. 
where he attracted considerable at- The show as a whole is one of the 
tention and business. most pleasing of the season. 





| customers in the family time houses | 


Cummings, | 


Xavier Cugat and his excellent or- | 
S 


, spot is provided by the Del Reyes, | 
erjack tapster, and Glenn and Jen-, who rhumba and give new twists to 


who does ‘Espania’ and ‘Cerressera’ | 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Louella Parsons’ ‘Stars of 1940’ 
with Ilona Massey, 





fire Out West’ (current screener) 
/was built up being particularly in- 
| teresting. Then proceeds to lay ‘em 
|in the aisles and keep them there 
Binnie Barnes, | With his drunk-mailing-a-letter bit. 


' Brenda Joyce, Sabu, Robert Stack,! 
| William T. Orr, Mike Frankovich, | 
| 


Ruby Zwerling’s Pit Orch.; ‘Foretgn 
| Correspondent’ (UA). 

| There’s no question that Louella 
| Parsons’ galaxy of film names has 
| plenty of boxoffice, but in talent it’s 
a story with a different ending. As 
for Lolly herself, she offers clear-cut 
evidence that it isn’t her ability as 
an actress or a personality that 
makes possible a lucrative stage 
tour every year. 

The unit is getting around $9,000 
net weekly, plus an overage, and 
Miss Parsons’ take is estimated to 
be around $3,500. Highest salary 
among the performers is being 
drawn by Binnie Barnes, around 
$1,500, with Ilona Massey's $1,250 
second best. Remainder is being di- 
vided among Sabu, Brenda Joyce, 


Robert Stack, Bill Orr and Mike, 


Frankovich. Latter isn’t an actor, 
but a Coast football announcer wed 
a few weeks ago to Miss Barnes. 
With the exceptions of Miss Mas- 
sey and Bill Orr, all of the unit's 


performers add nothing to the mean-, 


ing of\ the word entertainment. 
Being purely film actors and there- 
fore synthetic entertainers, they are 
on foreign ground when away from 
| the Hollywood studios and the 20, 30 
and 40 retakes of one scene until 
perfection is reached. Here they 
have to click every time, and more 
often than not they are missing on 
all cylinders. 

| Within a 50-minute running time, 
| the Hearst columnist’s lineup can 
take credit for only 20 minutes of 
| entertainment. Early in the show, 
| Orr, who was in the original ‘Meet 


'the People’ on the Coast, runs! 


through a diverting assortment of 
takeoffs on well knowns. Later, Miss 
Massey, very beautiful and attrac- 
tively gowned, sings two songs 
strongly, one of them being 
‘Balalaika’ from the Metro film of 
the same title she did with Nelson 
Eddy last season. Before Orr and 
between him and Miss Massey, and 
again after her, the show is a lot of 


| dullness in capital letters. 


Miss Barnes does an_ English 
music-hall song and dance in exag- 
gerated costume that doesn’t fit her 
one bit. Otherwise she talks in 
a tough, harsh tone that’s also unbe- 
coming a blonde beaut. Sabu sings 
‘I Want to Be a Sailor’ from his lat- 
est starrer, Alexander Korda’s ‘Thief 
of Bagdad,’ and it’s a surprisingly 


| untalented interlude. The Indian 


kid’s personality on the screen is 
1.000% better. Robert Stack is on 
chiefly as a lady killer-diller and to 
work opposite Brenda Joyce in a 
scene from from_ ‘First Love,’ in 
which Stack playe® opposite Deanna 
Durbin. He’s got looks, but if there’s 
anything else it’s being kept secret. 

Miss Joyce also has looks, and em- 
phasizes her assets when she wears 


|a sweater in a college rah rah song- 


Rhythm of the sort popular down | _ — es ae oe 


point—she makes it positively illegal. 
Later, in the closing and asinine 
conga bit with the entire cast, she 
highlights her chassis in a_ sleek 
j}evening gown which pictures how 
'a dame can look nude_ though 
all dressed up. Incidentally, this 
lis what most of the male patrons 
|come in to see. so it must be taken 
las a measure of talent, but in panto- 
mime. 
| As for Frankovich. he’s co-m.c. 
| with Lolly, but the latter does most 
|of her work sitting behind a desk, 
reading last minute news bulletins 
and turning ona set smile. Franko- 
vich does his best to be enthusiastic, 
as, for instance, when he introduces 
| the newswoman for the first time. 
| He’s almost screaming the startling 
| fact that ‘here she comes—here she 
| comes.” In the college scene he does 
|a play-by-play of an _ imaginary 
| football game. It comes out of no- 
where and means nothing. And in 
the finale, when they all come on to 
conga, it’s clear that all of them have 
also missed plenty of dancing les- 
sons. 

It might not be a bad idea for the 
State to make a special announce- 
ment after every performance of 
the stage show, to wit: If you want 
talent. come next week and see So- 
| phie Tucker, Harry Richman. Joe E 
| Lewis and the Chandra-Kalv Dan- 
cers. Scho. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Oct. 23. 

Leon Errol, Judy Starr, Chuck and 
| Chuckles, DeMay, Moore and Martin, 
Monroe Brothers, Genevieve Mc- 
| Naughton, Peggy O'Neill House Line 
| (12), Charles Kaley House Orch 
| (12); ‘Mexican Spitfire Out West’ 
| (RKO) 

Biz being what it is. a modest au- 
dience greeted Leon Errol’s opening 
appearance at the Gate this week, 
but what was lacking in numbers 
was made up in enthusiasm. Frisco 
fans like Errol, who’s here for the 
second time within a fortnight, the 
previous occasion being the preem 
of ‘They Knew What They Wanted’ 
(RKO). Perfectly at ease, comedian 
chats with the customers on what- 





Hill is a 300-pounder, which is the Kany. 


ever comes into his head, the story 
of how his English character in ‘Spit- 


; chanty on ‘I Want to Go to One of 


‘up and ringing in freak props, in- 
‘cluding a 30-foot pole flying a midget 
‘flag, boys mix considerable fun with | 


Acro openers this week are the 
Monroe Brothers, tumbling in a 
spring net. Working in hobo make- 





neat flipping. Bandleader Kaley’s | 
solo is in deuce spot this time, break- 
ing into vocals with bit of violin | 
added. Quips it’s the first time he 
has fiddled in 15 years. DeMay, 
Moore and Martin, two boys and a 
girl, follow with acrobatic adagio and 
jitterbug routines. Femme gets ter- 
rific tossing about. 

In the middle are Chuck and} 
Chuckles, sepia lads who do some 
mean stepping and tear off a torrid 
xylophone bit. Sheer exuberance as | 
much as anything puts them across | 
for nice returns. Next-to-closing | 
(aside from Errol's one-day shot) as- | 
iened to Judy Starr, ‘85 pounds of | 
dynamite’ recently with Mickey | 
Rooney and before that with Rudy | 
Vallee. Sells three numbers on tor- | 
rid side. 

Working with house line for finale | 
is loosely-clad Genevieve McNaugh- | 
ton, tapping ballerina, somewhat lost 
in the confusion. Line's opening | 
routine has novel twist, right ankles | 
being chained together. Nothing to} 
indicate what this means, but it calls | 
for precision stepping, which the gals 
deliver. Wern. 


FOX, DETROIT 





Detroit, Oct. 25. 

Elsa Maxwell, Mary Beth Hughes, | 
Marjorie Weaver, Kay _ Aldrich,! 
Mary Healy, Peter Lind Hayes, | 
Shyretto Trio, Staples and Cernay, | 
Maurice and Betty Whalen, Max 
Leib House Orch (14); ‘Public Deb. 
Neo. 1’ (20th). 





After nine weeks without a stage 
show, the Fox provides a _ largish 
Elsa Maxwell in liberal portions this | 
week both on the screen, where she 
is getting top billing in ‘Public Deb. | 
No. 1,’ and on the stage. Following 
the pattern of other celebs who come 
out of Hollywood, the notable party- 
giver is bolstered by eye-filling girls 
and her entourage includes Mary 
Healy, who can sing, and Peter Lind 
Hayes, Who can get a bite in his im- 
personations. Troupe is reviewed 
more extensively under New Acts. 

However, astute management here 
hasn’t left the brunt of the enter- 
tainment to the Hollywood party, 
but has tricked out the show nicely | 
with standard vaudeville’ turns| 
working on the new pit stage. House 
orchestra sets up the whole thing 
prettily with a medley from ‘Show | 
Boat,’ which gains immensely from 
the warbling of a handsome pair, 
Staples and Cernay. 


The Shyretto Trio, as good as they 
come on the cycles, seemed twice as | 
impressive working out over the 
audience on the closer stage and got 


ja big pay-off for their clinching | 


dance on tall unicycles. Maurice 
and Betty Whalen follow right after 
with a balancing act, but the way 
the show sets up, with the Maxwell 
party reserved for the flash spot, 
there seems no other way to avoid 
this bad spotting. 

Hayes went over sharply with his 
Satirical impressions of the film 
crowd, working alone, but in his 
mimic parade of Hollywood folk 
lending interest to the ones the audi- 
ence was there to catch. He has a 
devastating knack, taking off such 
singers as Allan Jones, ‘Nelson Mac 
Donald’ and Carmen Lombardo, 
breezing through Laughton, Boyer 
and Lionel Barrymore before wind- 
ing up with a pleasing ‘Beguine’ of 
his own version. 

Miss Maxwell, naturally, works 
easily in front of the mike, bringing 
on Mary Beth Hughes, Kay Aldrich, 
Mary Healy and Marjorie Weaver 
for some palaver about man-hunting. | 
It is slow stuff with room for local 
cracks, such as that of Miss Maxwell 
to the statuesque Miss Aldrich: ‘That 
chassis ought to get the Fisher body 
for you.’ 


The show perks up considerably 
with Miss Healy taking over to sing 
‘Argentina.’ She was pounded back 
to do ‘Only Forever.’ She really has 
plenty to offer and registers the best 
of the troupe with Maxwell. Latter 
comes back with some interesting 
gab about how to throw parties, get- 
ting off plenty of names on her last 
one on the Coast, which the crowd 
seemed to like. She also lets them 
know there’s $500 in awards for the 
best party ideas Detroiters could 
provide. It made ears click to at- 
tention. 

Miss Weaver does a song in a thin 
voice but vivacious manner, Miss 
Aldrich models across stage, Miss 
Hughes come off all right with her 


Elsa’s Parties’ and they all get to- | 
gether on ‘Sorry for Myself,’ 
strengthened with the trained voice 
of Miss Healy. : F 

Local management is working in- 
dustriously to display the nice-ap- 
pearing troupe to the best ad- 
vantage, and before the end ef the 


| week the material probably will be 


more effective although this audi- 
ence was receptive to what was of- 
fered. Biz at opening show was 
big. Pool. | 





MUSIC HALL, N. Y._ 


Paul Gerrits, Henrietta Sch 
George Meyer, Selma Kaye, Music 
Hall Glee Club, Leon Fokine, Joan 
McCracken, Muriel Gray, Gail Grant 
Nelle Fisher, Music Hall Rockettes’ 
Corps de Ballet, Music Hall Sym. 
phony Orch under direction of Erno 
Rapee, Richard Leibert at the organ: 
‘The Westerner’ (UA), reviewed in 
Variety, Sept. 25. 


umann, 





Russell Markert this week comes 
forth with a five-part presentation 
which he appropriately labels ‘In the 
Mood.” It is a prettily produced unit 
on the lighter side, has color, good 
pace and has been nicely staged, 
costumed and lighted. Principal 
draught is the Gary Cooper name in 
the film, but business Thursday (24) 
night at the first show, when caught, 
was nothing to ruve about. 

Markert’s unit is -_receded by a 
piano solo of ‘Concerto in G Minor’ 
by Henrietta Schumann, who has 
been here on and off. Her stint on 
stage is in conjunction with the 
orchestra overture. Displaying fine 
technique at the ivories, Miss Schu- 


mann is more or less drowned out ° 


toward the finish by the orchestra. 
An effective drop representing piano 
keys backgrounds the soloist’s ap- 
pearance. 

Also previously here, Paul Gerrits 
is in the top spot, next to the finale, 
with his talk, acrobatics, juggling 
and rollerskating. He's slick on the 
latter and through his running chat- 
ter sells himself for maximum re- 
sults. 

Opening of the show is ‘Spiritual’ 
and features an adaptation and ar- 


'rangement of the song ‘Let Me Be 


Born Again’ by Anthony R. Morelli. 
The glee club, led by the voices of 
George Meyer and Selma Kaye, for- 
mer in the pulpit of the impression- 
istic Negro church scene, gives a 
stirring performance. Number got 
a rousing hand. 

The glee club also figures in the 
final portion of the show, singing 
‘Drums in My Heart.’ The drop used 
is that of a huge drum, lower rim 
of which comes down into place with 
the Rockettes aboard. Theirs is a 
clever military tap and for the close 
the glee clubbers are exposed in the 
center of the drum, playing drums 
which they carry for a_ patriotic 
finish. 

The story of the characters Pierrot 
and Pierrette, upon which the ballet 
sequence is based, brings out the 
toe line in a cleverly executed 
routine. Leon Fokine, Joan Mc- 
Cracken, Muriel Gray, Gail Grant 
and Nelle Fisher are featured. 
Fokine, as Pierrot, is on singly and 
also in brief routines with the four 
ballet girls who fet billing. Finish 
of the number, with the ballet lasses 
falling inio a diagonal line down the 
stage, tops a number that has much 
charm. 

Richard Leibert at the organ coii- 
stitutes the rest of the stage program. 

Char. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 26. 

Madelyn Killeen, Stone and Lee, 
Bobby May, Lathrop Brothers and 
Virginia Lee, Sixteen Rhythm Rock- 
ets; ‘Kit Carson’ (UA). 

This one is just straight vaude—a 
singer, juggler, comedy duo and tap 
trio—with the line on fore and aft 
Juggler Bobby May and the tapping 
Lathrop Bros, and Virginia Lee hold 
‘em nicely but the rest of the goings- 
on just fills time. Even the line had 
an unexplained attack of the giggles 
at show caught which didn’t help 
much, 

The lift this week comes with the 
overture, Maestro Sam Jack Kaut- 
man working the boys through a 
roundup of Indian operetta ditties, 
using Lynn Allison, attractive local 
NBC soprano, and pit guitarist Lew 
Davis for effective solo and duet 
vocalizing of ‘Indian Love Call’ and 
‘Pale Moon.’ 

For no explained reason, show 15 
titled ‘Off the Boat,’ which gives line 
a phrase to mumble in tempo as 1t 
trots out for softshoe rhythm num 
ber in sailor suits. Madelyn Killeen 
also is introduced as ‘an American 
singer who caught the last boat from 
England.’ Blonde has capable so- 
prano and does a workmanlike job 
with four pops. 

Stone and Lee take over next, 
bespectacled, felt-hatted guy conver- 
sing with ‘manager’ via phone re ‘act 
is clean, in fact it’s washed up.’ Both 
also doubling up on the talk. Trom- 
bone solo and song ’n’ dance by the 
gal can’t undo the harm alrea:ly 
done 

Bobby May follows, bouncing ow! 


|im red sport shirt and grey flannel: 


for fast succession cf balancing anu 
jugglery. He's agile und works wiih 
an effective undertune of comed/ 
that never quite breaks through. 


| Plates, Indian clubs, tennis balls, 


hat-and-cigar, cigaret-and-match all 
lead up to finish, standing on head 
atop table lamp while bouncing ten- 


|nis balis in tempo on snare drum 
, Act builds steadily for solid wina- 


up. Lathrop Bros. and Virgin:a Lee 
click as usual with their smooth taps. 
working as trio start and finish, anc 
featuring attractive gal’s kicking tap 
solo and brothers, in slick tap stru. 
Line precedes act in top hats, ta! 
and canes for so-so precision tap. 
Biz at show caught bad. Craiy 


ear, 
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FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 





ee Sparks, Steve | S°Mg around in the spotlight. 
Dale, Thr 4 | must be more subtle ways of promot- | 


Pad Don D’Arcy; Frank Conville| 
unny 
ing Andrews Sisters (3); Shorts} 


and Newsreels. 





is currently yr hg 
ayout than those of the last 
a oeks. It's headed by the An- 
drews Sisters trio, Joe Venvti's in- 
consistent band, two laugh turns and 
an effective dance trio. Laughs are 
heavy, with both the Steve Evans 
and Frank Conville_ acts being 
Joaded with humor., Booking both 
such acts on the same bill would 
normally throw a show out of bal- 
ance, but the work of these two isa 
tonic. " R 
Joe Venuti’s aggregation, a one- 
sided outfit unnecessarily heavy on 
prass, supplies the musical back- 


ground. 


Flatbush 


| 





It's made up of four trum-| 


ets, two trombones, four sax, and) 
three rhythm, the number of Drass | 


ing it topheavy. With six brass 
eked against the rest of the make- 
up there’s almost 
Band’s best points are in the rhythm. 
Latter dishes out solid tempoes, most 


of it being due to the steady work | 
of the drummer. He’s all over his! 


setup in ensemble or solo and is 
never too heavy. Something could 
be built out of Venuti’s group. It 
seems to have some pretty good men. 
What it needs more than anything is 
rehearsal. 
generally. 

Band's arrangements are another 
drawback, few impressing as being 
better than stocks. Venuti himself 
handles introes all through and gets 
off one lone fiddle break, of which 
show could use more. Anything by 
Venuti could be substituted for the 
outfit’s late specialty. In this vari- 
ous men give out with licks which 
are labelled ‘Beer,’ ‘Scotch & Soda,’ 


‘ yays le | . 
always a, blare iteadliner, Estelle Taylor, to top the 


It works very sloppily | 


| 
' 





etc. At the finish they’re all down 
front each playing his particular 
licks though no one is related to any 
Means nothing. 

Kay Starr and Don D’Arcy are the 
vocalists, the former proving very 
acceptable. She does nice work on 
‘Memphis Blues,’ ‘My Blue Heaven’ 
and ‘Nobody’s Baby.’ D’Arcy has a 
deep voice, the type that is open to 
plenty of kicking around by the 
house’s bad p.a. system. He does a 
jive tempoed ‘Home on the Range,’ | 
n.s.g., and a better ‘Old Man River.’ 

Unison taps of the Three Sparks 
get the show going. Trio prove 
themselves better dancers in chal- 
lenge stuff than as unison workers. 
Latter style is not done well enough. | 
March-tempoed taps get ’em off. 
They’re liked 

Comic Steve Evans, from pictures, 
is a click. He does a flock of im-| 
pressions, aping Mussolini, Lon 
Chaney as the ‘Hunchback,’ tosses 
gags, but socks over for best results 
an imitation o* a drunk. It’s packed 
with solid giggles and got him off to 
a strong hand. Plenty of his stuff 
could be cut to shorten the bill's 90- 
minute running time, and he’d still 
be clicko. 

Frankie Conville and Sunny Dale 
are other laugh-getters. He starts 
out weakly but gathers speed toward 
the finish and winds up standout 
with a socko imitation of Charlie 
Chaplin, using Miss Dale as a foil 
for his zanyisms. Another giggle- 
getter is his takeoff on burlesque 
Strippers. His turn could also be cut 
considerably. 

Andrews Sisters close and are an- 
other of the many headline acts 
who've cost this house heavy cash | 
only to have their stuff ruined by | 
the bad p.a. system. Trio start out | 
with usual ‘Ferryboat Serenade.’ | 
then go‘into ‘Pennsvlvenia-6-5000,’ | 
‘Rhumboogie.” ‘Beat Me Daddy,’ and 
close with ‘Hit the Road.’ They're 
hits, Wood. 


— .._._____ 


KEITH’S BOSTON 





Boston, Oct. 24. 
Fast-moving, baffling and colorful 
is Blackstone’s revised magic unit. 
Since last caught the production as- 
pects of the unit have improved, with 
the addition of assisting girls and 
ancy props. 
lackstone’s stage presence is okay, 
though some of his patter is corny, 
and the featured tricks are well exe- 
Cuted all the way. Since last caught 
here the Hindu rope trick has been 
added, Although smartly presented. 
It follows too closely the ‘floating 
Princess’ stunt, giving the customers 
too much opportunity to mull the 
mechanics of these two _ illusions. 
e ‘enchanted flower garden’ opens 
€ show, and this is new to the 
repertoire. if memory serves. This 
Sa colorful opening, with the magi- 


Clan plucking }t ; 
bouquets of flowers ms 
| stands on own feet, though, as capa- 


Tom all over the stage. 
winning a girl in two with elec- 
th ~powdered equipment is about 
1€ most sensational trick. but the 
fee entrance of a horse vies with it 
ned op honors. Disappearance and 
ee rane of a girl in & stack of 
trick: — other illusions involving 
oxes and cases are produced 


with a fine flair and nice sense of | 


showmanship. 

al etween changes of sets for the big 
S. Blackstone fills in with inci- 

woe ny Suet like paper and cloth 

je ees y anishing rabbit and canary. 

h Td manipulation and the 

mndkerchiet,’ During one of these 
erludes he plugs a song he wrote. 


‘production numbers. 


| and lighting. Lord and Janis, mixed 


suggesting that the customers ‘re- 
quest that it be played on your radio 
station.” To embellish the plug he 


Venuti Orch (14) with Kay; has Larry Flint, the house band 


leader, wave a sheet copy of the | 
There 


ing a commercial sideline. Another 
incongruous element in the Black- | 


a stone show is the batch of plugs for | 


tires, beer, candy and bread. All 
these are used as props, but the pay-»+ 
off plugs give a seedy impression. To 
be consistent, the plugs should be| 
extended to the rope, costumes, horse 
fodder and electric juice. 
Good biz on opening show. Fox. 


ALVIN, MPLS. 


| 
—_— } 


| outfits and use dumb routine 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26. 
Jack Leonard, Line, (16), Bernice 
Frissel, Lord and Janis, Bob Atter- 
bury, Beverly Clark, Paul Allen, 
Rich and Gibson, Estelle Taylor (2); 
‘This Man Is News’ (Par). 


For the second successive week, | 
this house has brought in a name 


vaudeville around which the flash 
production numbers with the line. 
(16) and parade girls are built. The | 
layout once more represents con- | 
siderable show for the moderate ad- 
mission scale, 

Jack Leonard, corpulent comedian, | 
satisfactorily m.c.s but might im- | 
prove by the omission of his fre-| 
quent comments on the customers’ | 
mild laugh response to his sallies. A | 
fast chorus dance number gets the 
show off to a lively start. Then 
Bernice Frissel, a member of the 
line, comes through with a meritori- 
ous acro and contortionistic terp. 

Jack Atterbury’s best feats on the 
slack wire are rope-jumping and a 
drunken swaying bit along with a 
jump over a chair. Beverly Clark, 
holdover songstress, contributes, 
among other numbers, the _ street 
song from ‘Naughty Marietta.’ Paul 
Allen, house tenor, warbles during | 


Rich and Gibson, dancers and 
musicians, are on twice. They dance 
to their own xylophone accompani- 
ment the second time. A flash pro- 
duction rose ballet number is note- 
worthy for its costuming, staging 





dance team whose work runs largely | 
to spins and twists, are utilized in 
production numbers besides doing an 
act alone. A spin with the man} 
whirling his feminine partner above | 
his head copped applause. | 

Leonard landed laughs with his | 
gags and impressions of W. C. Fields, 
President Roosevelt, Mussolini, et al, 
while the manner in which he totes 
his 300 or more pounds about as a 
hoofer set him further into the 
customers’ good graces. He’s far and 
away the show’s outstanding per- 
former, making sufficient amends for 
all previously meniioned m.c. de- 
ficiencies. 

Miss Taylor, with her own pianist, 
puts over her vocal numbers well. | 


| Her voice is heard to advantage in} 


‘Beguine,’ a ‘Show Boat’ medley, “The 
Breeze and I’ and ‘T'll Never Smile | 
Again.” An _ attractive personality 
also serves her in good stead. 

The line girls get hot in a swing 
and jive Mexican finale number 
which shows a goodly amount of un- 
draped femininity. The gals not only 
dance neatly, but they’re young and 
lookers, teo. 


A nearly filled house at the lasi 
Friday (25) performance. Rees. 
ADAMS, NEWARK 

Newark, Oct. 28. | 

George Hall Orch with Dolly 

Dawn, Sidney Miller, Ben Yost’s 

Varsity Eight, Lowe, Hite and 


| Stanley, Two Hollywood Co-Eds, Joe 


| manner. 
| good voices, and good bits of busi- | 


| 


| 


| 
| 
} 


House Orch; ‘Girl 


(Rep). 


Fecher’s from 


Havana’ 


Another neatly balanced variety 
bill has been booked into the Adams 
this week, with satisfactory reaction | 
by the customers. 

“More or less customary jam ses- 


sion has George Hall orch dishing 
out swing tunes to good hand. 


Maestro m.c.s and his gang remains 
on stage as background for rest of 
acts. Dolly Dawn, localite, handles 
singing assignment effectively, click- | 
ing with straight version of ‘Back to | 
Sorrento’ in Italian. 

Ben Yost’s Varsity Eight registers | 
solidly, peddling series of new and 
old songs in the musical comedy | 
Octet of male singers has | 
ness and arrangements build interest. | 

Sidney Miller, from films, plugs 
friendship with Mickey Rooney, and 
sings ‘Love Ain’t Got Nothin’ on Me,’ | 
which he and Rooney wrote. He 


ble comedian. His impersonations of | 
Hollywood stars and general gagging 
have authority and polish of much 
older performer. 
Lowe, Hite and Stanley are midget, 
giant and normal-sized guy who milk 
considerable fun from effect of their 
respective statures. They clown, 
dance and scrap in pantomime, keep- 


ling things moving at fast pace. 


| 


} 
| 
i 


‘ghost | 


'show Saturday (26) 


Two Hollywood Co-Eds are nicely- 
costumed gals who offer some new 
pattern in tapping and acrobatics. 
In duo and singly they pick up good 
hand. 

B.o. good when caught pore 
Cent. 


| gendered 


LYRIC, INDPLS 


Indianapolis, Oct. 26. 

Laurel and Hardy, Darlene Garner, 
Lew Parker and Maxine Conrad, 
Cass, Owen and Topsy, Danny Dare 
Girls (10); ‘Melody and Moonlight’ 
(Rep). 

Laurel and Hardy, making their 
first trip to this town, prove that 
comedians can be as funny in person 
as they are in their pictures. 
their closing 12-minute skit of their 
own revue, in which they have a 
mixup in getting Hardy a driving 
license, they wear familiar picture 
¥ “h 
has the audience in stitches all the 
way through. 

With them is a talented company 
which puts on a well-rounded 50 
minutes. Lew Parker is an amusing 


7 


and capable m.c., using his act for | 


laughs through run of bill, and tak- 


ing a spot of his own with stooge | 


Sid Gold for a couple of songs and 
fooling further down in bill. 

Danny Dare Girls (10) are look- 
ers and handle the dogs neatly on a 
song introduction to open, a Beatrice 
Fairfax parody in middle of which 
they quiz audlence and ‘Three 
Musketeers’ routine to close. Darlene 
Garner apvears in a counle of srots 
for taps. Maxine Conrad sinss ‘No- 
body’s Baby’ and ‘Can’t Resist You’ 
to good hand, also joining ‘Mus- 
keteers’ to handle lyrics of song 
which takes a crack at unions. Cass, 
Owen and Topsy do some frenzied 
muscle work, with two girls le‘ting 
the tendons go for antics with man 
who joins them in a few of their 
tricks. 

Many times, top names neglect the 
rest of the bill, apparently in an 
effort to cut down expense. But 
Laurel and Hardy have surrounded 
themselves with a company which 
would have a good show without the 
principals. With the film comedians 
as a marquee draw, it’s a cinch for 
good business. Unit is nicely cos- 
tumed and well lighted. 

Biz good at fifth show Fridav (26), 
opening day. Kiley. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 26. 
Valentine and Day, The Redding- 
tons, Guy Lauren and Ginger, Lester 
Harding, House Line, Herb Six 
House Orch, Patsy Laird; ‘Argentine 
Nights’ (U). 


The week’s bill comprises regula- 
tion vaude acts cOmbined with the 
house steadies, but this one gets into 
a bit of a mood and is lifted some- 
what over the average run. ‘Intimate 
Revue’ label is borne out in the set- 
ting, costumes and the line numbers, 
and tempo is good throughout the 40 
minutes. 

Work of the line is being enhanced 
these days by the director, Mary 
Graham Minor, and the girls are 
given something to do besides kick 
and file in order. On the opening 


they juggle trays and then tap on| 


them. In the center line number a 
quartet backgrounds Lester Hard- 
ing’s vocalizing of ‘Cecelia.’ Also in 
the finale the group toasts the audi- 
ence with genuine wine. All 
which means the house production 
staff went to work this week. 

Standard act of Valentine and Day 
opens the route of imported turns, 
showing a comic ballroom terp en- 
with considerable panto- 
Harding then contributes his 
chore, doing ‘Only Forever’ and 
leads into the middle line number 
with an encore on ‘Cecilia.’ 

Stage is then given over to the 
Reddingtons with their bouncmg 
acrobatics. Turn is condensed nicely 
and off the stage while still 
going good. Amateur turn is a Span- 


mime, 


gets 


ish dance offered by Patsy Laird, a} 


teenish youngster who knows her 
maneuvers but whose execution is 


delayed. 

Closing spot handed to musical 
act of Guy Lauren and Ginger, latter 
being a blonde looker who squeezes 
the accordion to Lauren’s novelty 


playing of score of instruments. His 
best bit is a garden hose with regu- 
Jar clarinet reed and funnel, but his 
‘St. Louis Blues’ on the regulation 
clarinet is choice. Quin. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 
‘Don’t bother saving us from air- 


Just save us from air- 
They're getting just 


plane attacks 
plane pictures. 


|as deadly.’ 


That must be the plea of news- 
reel patrons everywhere. The reels, 


always aware of interest in planes, | 


apparently hold the belief that noth- 
ing but bombers and pursuit ships 
in the air, on the ground and in the 


;making are the only things on the 


The dose 


average American's mind. 


is terrific. And when it’s not air- 
planes, it’s anti-aircraft. 

Boring quality of the entire show 
at the Embassy this week, in fact, 


results from lack of variety in sub- 
jects. There are nine separate clips 
(from Paramount and Fox) that deal | 


with air fighting, mostly bombing, 
n addition to a two-reel March of 
Time on the R.A.F. Every one of 
1e clips is from official sources | 


In | 


of | 


and each is a repetition of what has 
been previously seen in the recls or, 
at least, in a series of newspaper 
| pictures, 
| When the audience 
war abroad, it gets defense at home 
via five clips ‘(Paramount 
Metro). "“.aey’re likewise somewhat 
repetitions of newspaper 
| but well-treated and don’t quite give 
j}the impression so strongly that 
| everything’s been seen before. Stick- 
ing in the war vein are pix of Aus- 
tralian troops marching (Pathe). 
-*residential campaign accounts for 


prime minister to Hyde Park, which 
is on and off in a flash. 

Foothall counts for five more clips. 
one of them a resume of heroes of 
past years by Par. It’s brief and 
| reasonably entertaining, as are shots 
|of fcur of the previous Saturday’s 


|games by Metro, Fox, Pathe and 
| Par. 

| All the rest of the news in the 
world is covered in half a dozen 
clips. They include interesting 


| ° 
| scene of 20,000 Jews making a new 


home in Shanghai (Pathe), a tool- 
| renting workshop for amateur hob- 
| byists (Pathe), ice ballet at the Cen- 

ter theatre, N. Y., on which Fox’s 
| photography is rather poor because 
of technical conditions under which 
it had to work, rodeo in a western 
prison (Par) and some uninteresting- 
ly done shots by Paramount in a toy 
store on the theme that ‘Christmas 
Is Coming.’ 

Just one clip raises the show from 
the class of the humdrum—and what 
a clip! Probably one of the best 
humgn interest sequences the reels 
have had a shot at in years, the Par 


country talking to their parents in 
Britain by radio from NBC in New 
York. Their apparent lack of real- 
ization of the roles they hold in the 
tragedy of the world and the glee- 
‘ome spirit, as though it were a 
lark, with which they. talk to their 
mothers and fathers, make the scene 
doubly touching. Sniffling was 
plenty in evidence at this catching. 
March of Time and Information 
Please complete the bill. Herb, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Oct. 29. 

Twice a year a worthy person is 
elected to our Good Samaritan Club. 
A choice this year is Fred Smith, 
congenial manager of the Hotel Sar- 
anac. During his past 20 years as 
manager of the colony’s leading ho- 
tel he has taken considerable time 
to aid the less fortunate. Therefore 
the Good Samaritan Club has handed 
Fred Smith a life membership in the 
organization, which holds only mem- 
bers who have been philanthropically 
inclined towards the needy of the 
theatre. 


Elinor Parina, after an okay from 





the Will Rogers, goes to her home 
in Staten Island to resume mild 
ozoning and light work. 

During the 23d annual Hospital 


Standardization conference held in 
Chicago among its 1940 list of 2,806 


hospitals in the U. S., Canada and 


several foreign countries, the Will 
Rogers Hospital got a rating as top 
Jack Altree, ex-theatre-manager 


from Milford, Mas 
bration, one his natal day, 
his good-report-day. 

Thanks to Maurice 
Arthur Holmes, C°rmen 
Boston for their greetings 
to the colony, ditto for 
Vicks. 

Harry Martin has organized a 
string orch at the Rogers. Assisting 
are Eddie Dowd, Joe Bishop, Victor 


, had a dual cele- 
the other 


Langerman. 
DiCostio of 
and aid 
Tommy 


Rockiter, Dickie Moore and Iris 
Gabrille. 

Senator Kernedy shot in from Al- 
bar to ogle his brother, Dan, who 

doing okay, and then took time 
out to mitt and bedside Margie Re- 
ran at the Roge 

Tomm Shea, from Port Henry, 
N. Y., has been added to the Bryce 
Lavign orch He manages to take 
time out to greet and serenade thi 
gang. He bullfiddies and m.c.’ 
| Ben Schaffer states he is taking 
| up Spanish so that he can overcome 
his dialect. 

Thanks to Jack Hirsch for his | 
timely gifts to the inmates of the 
Will Rogers. He I!s leaving for 
Washington, D. C., for another try 


at the U. S. air corps. 

Joe Bishop, who corneted with 
Woody Herman’s orch, is anewcomer 
at the Rogers, and holding up okay. 
* Jack D'Agostino, pix-operator from 
Bayonne, N. J., back home with an 


absolute good-health okay. 
Rufus Weathers mastered. the 
phrenic operation. Vivian Vaughn 


has added too much poundage after 
a similar operation. 

Bart Miller, who once batoned his 
own orch in New Orleans, here for 
a general checkup. Boy pretty i! 
and would like to hear from friends 

Write to those who are ill. 


is filled with | 
and | 


coverage, | 


| 

ae 

| considerable additional footage, all | 
;from Metro. Another presidential 
|angle (Par) is visit of the Canadian 


release shows English kids in this | 





© 15 YEARSAGOe 


(From VaRIEeTy) 








Weber and Fields walked out of 
the Broadway Palace when they 
were spotted second to Marie Dress- 
ler, though the reason given for the” 
stroll was the fact that Joe Weber 
was ‘ill. Yvette Rugel and May 
Irwin were substituted. 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ was eclipsin2 all 
records for a non-musical p-oduc- 
tion with its approach to its 1,467th 
performance at the Republic theaire, 
New York. The previous record 
for a straight legiter at a single s.and 
was for ‘Charley’s Aunt’ in London, 
and that was 1,466. 


Pat Rooney, co-starred with his 
wife, Marion Bent, elaborated on a 
vaudeville act and turned into 
a legit production, ‘Daughter of 
Rosie O’Grady’, which was a hit in 
its debut at the Bronx Opera 
House. Rooney was also producing. 


it 


Maurice Costello, the biggest film 
star in the early days, was coming 
back to the field, but as a director. 
He was to handle the reins for a J. 
Stuart Blackston production for 
Warner release. Costello’s daughter, 
Dolores, was to be featured. 


Joe E. Brown, chief comic in 
|Shwab and Mandel’s ‘Captain Jinks,’ 
\filed a complaint against the pro- 


|ducers with Equity, alleging breach 
|of contract. Brown said he was to 
ibe featured, but this was violated 
| when the producers inducted Ada 
|May to supplant Louise Brown, and 
made her the star of the show. 


‘Abraham Lincoln’ won the Gold 
|Medal film award for 1924 as the 
| year’s best pic. 





Metro was preparing to road- 
show ‘The Big Parade.’ J. J. Me- 
‘Carthy was handling the arrange- 
;ments for the film, which was to 
open at the Astor, N. Y,, Nov. 15, 
when the Loew interests were to 
|take possession of the house. 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 53 























Yvonne Moray | Hartzell's 
Nadine & Charles | Berni & Jovanna 
Boweryettes (12) Marie Hollis 
Johnny King Sammy Dibert Ore 
Chas Carlisle . To 
Benny Resh Ore » Palm Beach 
i} Johnny Ray 
Blue Lantern | LeBrun & Campbell 
Bert Nolan Eve Ross Dane (6) 
Perry Twins Paul Burton Ore 
Burton's Birds Carlos Vesta 
Sigfrid Fox ’ 
: : Huck’s Redford Inn 
Skippy Little 3 Ry 
: : Mac McGraw Ore 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Lee Walters Ore | Club Royale 
Corktown Tavern | Slyvia_ Froos 
Ilal Heeney | Paul Rosini 
Ellen Kaye |} Fay & Wellington 
Frank Reynolds | Preston Lambert 
& Vesters i Joyee Reimer 
Eddie Bratton Ore | Royalettes 
Roberta Costello J Burkharth Ore 
Don rye Statier Hotel 
Jerry Wright ie ae Team 
Don Andre Ore nals a ilo 
Lina Romay 
Hund’s Migue o Valdes 
3 Old Timers Raul & Eva Reyes 
Sun Valley Adel Mara 
Serenaders Xavier Cugat 
London Chop House | San Diego 
Jane Churchill Carles & Chita 
Ruby Ore Bill & Ide haw 
Mar-Jo June Davie 
George Presnell 
R; Patterson Al Alexander Ore 
Ray Carlin Ore ° 
w Verne’s 
‘ c 
rocce Everett & Conway 
Jay Jasor Shandon & Margo 
Di Barry Marcia Hasting 
Ci rmen Duke Dewey 
Viars et Andrews Harry Collet Ore 
Will Henderson Ore 
sehen ecg Whittier Hotel 
- Nebiolo's (Gold Cup RFeom) 
1 G vanni 
lack & Polly Vocalions (4) 
- ‘ o me © Wonder Bar 
Ae 4 rh, - | Petro Tye eon 4) 
" ywnard Seel Ore 12 a R WRUCOrS 
Northwood Inn Rett y Ve . r ; 
t i Paddy La Bato 
CLEVELAND 
Alpine Village Hotel Sterling 
5 Anton | Marty Lake Ore 
1) es | Marion Bowen 
mye Dawn Art Cutlip 
j 
] rrow | 


Hotel Hollenden 
Hob Copl XR 
Otto Thurn Ore ; 


Wi ns Or 


Rex Weber 


College Inn | Floretta & Boyette 
| Sigrid Dagnie 
Hiv Baron Ore sh 
Eddie, Sid & Val | Hotel Statler 
| Freddie's Cafe ioe Morand Ore 
’ a llat aa _ | Roman Armengod 
| Art Lackey Ore Catalina Rolon 
Gloria Gayle 5 
Burns & White | Jack & Eddie's 
Tip Top Gis | Rubertino, Roberts 
Renee Larks | Rabe Sherman 
Eddie Barnes ' Arlene Rice Ore 
Gourmet Club La Conga Club 
FE Robinson Ore | Ramon Arias Ore 
lee Bartell Lindsay's Bar 
. ? hett« | 
Four Bobbettes R Raysor 
J Lo nan ludv Preston 
Wotel Allerton I’ DeLucea 
Grant Wlison Mound’s Club 
Ma yn Maynard {2 Prussia Ore 
Hotel Cart a 
| " arter : 
-_ Thirty-Seven Club 
Versatilians P 
Bob Upitz , Mary Stanwyck 
. Frances Paul 
Hotel Cleveland Pat Dennis 


P Ore » ag ft ree 
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Plays Out of Town 


The White-Haired Boy 





There just aren't enough laughs to 
lift the story to a level equal to the 


Two like a ‘duchess’—you imagine 
} how it was accomplished.) 
' Chatterton wins her audience com- 
pletely as- the snippy little flower 
|gir!. Her refusal to allow Eliza ever 
'to become completely the duchess, 
even outwardly, however, dissipates 
Eliza’s impact in acts two and three. 
Barry Thomson's interpretation of 





} 


|} Duke; 


Plays on Broadway 





CABIN IN THE SKY 


ey lored cast musical comedy in two acts, 
Bs at the Martin Beck, N. Y., Oct. 
25. "40, by Albert Lewis in association with 
Vinton Freedley; book by Lynn Root; 
Ivries by John Latouche; music by Vernon 
Ethel Waters starred; Todd Duncan, 
Dooley Wilson, Rex agen, see 
red; staged by Ge ~ 

a costumes designed by 


| chine; settings and 

Boris Aronson; $3.30 top. 
Georgia Brown. ...sseess Katherine Dunham 
Dr. Jomes......e0+: error? Louis Sharp 
Rrother Green....-. 1. Rosamond Johnson 
Bi. se naseunseheseees ...Georgia Burke 
Petunia JackSoOMm......ee+eee08 Ethel Waters 
fascifer, JP....¢- weeded sear ene Rex Ingram 
‘Little Joe’ Jackson. ....+++- Dooley Ww ilson 
f Archie Savage 
Jieno Moxzer 
eT ery j Rajah Chardieno 
, |.Alexander McDonald 
Lawd’s General...........--.Tedd Duncan 
Fleetfoot......ccecee++++e-Milton Williams 
John Hemry....c-ccececses J. Louis Johnson 
Pde. c cccccccccccoceosncoseosessesd Al Moore 
| Firet Henchman........-++++: ° Earl , Sydnor 
Second Henchman........+++ Karl Kdwards 
Third Henchman.............Maurice Ellis 


Comedy in three acts, by Charles Martin ' score sult is that audience be- , - “aby <2 “i es 
and Beatrice Kaufman; directed by George oo pence during numerous —— = tgp gy + Bi, magi Ree 
Abbott, with setting by Donald Oensiager. a a nd has a tough velops im as a eli ere e s - 
Presented by George Abbott at Plymouth, verbal pres egg atio Aleck rather than as merely a 
Boston, Oct. 28, °40. » ©. McDevitt tame oe f wd yoyo ‘thoughtless professor, further min- 
aes Tisch... cccccccecss 7 >. of the fine _ nang ‘et - d ‘iselt i imizing the emotional undercurrents 
Reto cclcci sp aiasees erey Wit Lee | @long. Play does not lend itseit and entirely ruling out the film's | 
Earle Be ant a os ow Polan| particularly hilarious _ situations, | ojinax—Higgins’ romantic capitula- 
Delivery Man........0m. . i lRobert Griffith | thereby placing the laugh burden on | tion—even by implication. Eliza's 
Bessie Bloom........+.sccecees Betty Garde the lines. These lack sparkle until | triumphant 7 Pe to set herself up 
on orgy > PER la Philip Loeb | late in third act, which is too tardy. | 2, 4 rival phonetics teacher estab- 
Miss Stevens........csseees aith Van Cleve; Humor is not meant to be of the | jiches her as a person to be respected 
Joe Kaporis........+secee ....Keenan Wynn | bellylaugh variety, but more than in Higgins’ eyes, but he never loved 
Anne.. eT TeTTeTrerTeT; ye Tol Frances Reid an occasional chuckle is needed to ' anybody in his life—and you gather 
a dhe Semen. . >siccesetocen _ "y sen? weld the dialog to an excellent score. | he jsn't about to start. 

Sianey Field. re ee eee Wyrley Biren | As is, the reverse is true, with the | Chatterton dominates the stage 
BEG. FOR. 5005s cn cvcccesecegs Fleming Ward music holding together a_ rather | throughout, to the extent that there | 

Porothy Darling........4+- Sonya Stokowski | flimsy script. In respect to writing, is a distinct letdown during her in- 
Me ee ee eed ae Leigh's lyrics far surpass his comedy | frequent absences. Thomson, within 
Sumner Allen """"Marshall Rradford | dialog. ‘Night’ is an adaptation of ‘the character as he conceives it. is 
MEG POMPTNs c ives sevecacanen Flornez Ames “Tonight or Never,’ in which Helen | excellent, Richard Temple makes 
Ancil = cece oredeseosees Richard Odlin Gahagan appeared on the stage some everv laugh count 95 Alfred Doolit- 
oe ew nla laa Madhortric ee ee hekie years ago and Gloria Swanson <Gid tle, Eliza’s papa, s2lf-styled ‘member 
Stanley Schneebacher........-.. James lane; the film version. lof the undeserving poor.’ Dennis 
ENS Robert J. Mulligan In his first stage effort since Yoey, as Col. Pickering: Margaret 
M Mulaney. ph teennee -Ralph Mor: h use coming to America last April, com- | Moffat. as Mrs. Pearce, Higgins’ 
he oy et abet = aa . — ea poser Robert Stoiz (Viennese refu- housekeeper, and Alice John... as 
Third Girl Scout... --+--- "Blaine Elis gee) has done a capital job. His Mother Higgins. head. the rest of the | 
Fourth Girl Scout.....+..e+- Theresa Keane vunes are not only melodious, but | letter-perfect, if uninspired, support- 





they are excellently conceived in 
the mood of the production, Vari- 
ous songs are used not only vocally, 
| but also are prominently injected as 
It’s too much to musical backgrounds for a number 

The technique, 
is off the beaten 


George Abbott faces a tough test 
in making his production of ‘White 
Haired Boy’ a hit. 
expect, but he might make it count of spoken scenes. 
with fundamental rewriting and some though not new, 
recasting. At any rate, the piece | 


: : Score gives out a nice aria, ‘My 
needs more rehearsing and playing 


in the show, a 


‘path of the straight musical. | 


to give it the speed and freshness 
usually associated with Abbott shows. 

He has brightened it with a few 
nifty sight gags and skillful direc- 
tion of farcical situations, but in the 
main the whole production strains 
for effect and some of the actors 
seem to be impersonating other ac- 
tors they have caught in previous 
Abbott comedies. The writing of 
Charles Martin and Beatrice Kauf- 
man serves up some gems of satire 
and cynicism, but their’ chief char- 
acter is too grimly fatuous. Their 
redundant caricature of an unortho- 
dox playwright dazzling his satellites 
with flamboyant egotism is bitter and 
boring. There is sufficient evidence 
to support the rumor that they are 
poking Saroyan and Odets, both 


| Loved One,’ early 
‘number that offers good vocal op- 
portunities for two femme cast top- 
pers, Marjorie Gainsworth and 
Helen Gleason, supposedly com- 
peting for an operatic role. A peppy 
| ditty titled ‘Chiquitin’ is dumped 
;}onto the stage without rhyme or 
| reason, as it has nothing to do with 
\the general proceedings. Theme 
'song, ‘Tonight or Never,’ represents 
nice writing. Two hit possibilities, 
'*The One Man I Need’ and ‘Without 
| You,” fail to register their best due 
|to vocal angle, former requiring 
transposition into a higher key, 
{latter suffering from ineffectual 
voice on male rendition. Score in 
general should make the rounds re- 
gardless of what happens to the pro- 
' duction itself. 





ing cast. 

Two maior sets, Higgins laboratory 
and Mrs. Higging® drawing room. are 
well appointed, Craig. 


Yiddish Play 
SUNRISE 


Musical romance in two acfs and 








prolog: 


shinsky; staged by Ludwig Satz; stars 
Sats, Ola Lilith, Edmund Zayenda; features 


Esther Field; lyrics, Isidor Tillian: dances, 


| 


|} assistant director, Irving Honigman. 
| viewed at the Yiddish Folks theatre, N. 
_ 27, °40; $2.75 top. 


: £e 


| Prolog 

| Pharoah's Daughter.....Charlotte Goldstein 
PRS hs 28 be046 604s on Goldie Pomerantz 
L DOGMOVOE, ccccceccccce ey Esther Field 
fT URN 66046-0448 vhenebarnaes Marietta Alva 


Rabbi Itzikel Irving Honigman 
Chief Rabbi Michael Wilensky 
Count Cari Edmund Zayenda 
PCC cksnedaueee eu enacaueeesd Paul Klida 
Moishele Ludwig Satz 





wrapped up in 2ne package, and it’s Helen Gleason, as Nella, displays | Countess Julia............ Rose Greenfield 
obvious that they are annoyed DY a fine voice in the upper register, to Ph 26866 Geb ek Snes Dawes Tillie Rabinowitz 
some Hollywoo big shots, but the | which her numbers should be con- | jimchBrrss steerer reese oe ener oie 
audience suffers most. _ (fined. Also shapes up promisingly | Count Andrush..” a eens Mumba 

All action transpires in a flossie| from thesp angle and looks at- | Martha..................Charlotte Goldstein 
New York apartment set, with | tractive. Marjorie Gainsworth, | T2!rele...+.-se+eeeeee- see. on te 
Keenan Wynn as the dizzy genius; though in excellent voice, gave a | 27@Pir trstterrer eee va 
feeding on his vanity and the cash of | mechanical performance that was we 


his devoted cohorts, the ‘Theatre of | unconvincing. Following the preem, | 


Freedom.’ An 18-year-old Hollywood | Miss Gainsworth’s role was taken | 


femme star chases him across the| over by Martha Errolle, who gave a 
country and her producer-boss chases | more animated interpretation of the 
her. The clash between the genius | part and whose vocal talents were 
and the film executive is far below | satisfactory. Marguerite Namara, 
expectations. | playing an operatic has-been, regis- 
Wynn is out of his element in the | ters nicely in songs and repartee, 
serio-comic starring role of Kaporis,| but impresses as being too young 
the genius, but if the funny side were | and attractive for an ‘ancient’ whose 
stressed both Wynn and the show | years require an 8:30 curfew every 
would look more like winners. Betty | evening. John Lodge, though weak 
Garde sells like a million when she | vocally, has a nice personality and 
has a smart line for her sharp-| polished delivery. 
tongued character of the worldly ac- | 
tress: and Sonya Stokowski is equal- 
ly commendable in the contrasting 
part of the sweet film star seeking 
romance in the diffused aura of her 
hero-genius. Philip Loeb, Marshall 
Bradford and Edith Van Cleve rate 


Robert Chisholm, as a count, and 
Harrison Dowd, Nella’s accompanist. 
Frank Hornaday is on briefly with 
a pleasing vocal rendition and : 
boy-and-girl team, Jack Blair and 
Melissa Mason, provide a show-stop- 


ita 








praise for their work in thankless | ping bright spot with an eccentric 
roles. Oenslager’s sets okay. For. | dance Production looks to have 
| been handled inexpensively, which 

is one thing not in its favor, but 

NIGHT OF LOVE | Watson Barratt has managed to 

} create some attractive sets. Light- 


Tew av . 24 . 
New Haven, Oct. | ing is particularly good and staging 


Musical play in turee acts (eight scenes) | ._ avy n a; : « : : is bs eB t i 
ees by Rowland Leigh from a play by | is okay, considering shortage of ma- rushes and his subsequent adoption 
Lili Hatvany, Staged by Barrie O’Daniels; | terial. Bone. by Phafaoh’s daugher when she finds 
music, Robert Stolz; lyrics, Rowland —-* the babe, forms the partial basis of 
——: settings Ww ee, ee | the modern story. The latter deals 
ornest schraps; orchestré Ss, reorge rt © 1477] ric 
Lessner; orchestra conductor, Joseph Lit- | PYGMALION ee eee cemen Sb een 
tau: features Helen Gleason, John Lodge, {infant by a Hungarian noblewomen 
Marjorie Gainsworth, Marguerite Namara; | (RUTH CHATTERTON) for her idiotic child and the reper- 
presented by Messrs. Shubert at the Shu- | ; 'cussions that arise when both grow 
preeen New Haven, Oct. 24-26, °40; $3.30 | Washington, Oct. 29. ; Ss A . g 
top. : ’ nee Revival in three acts of comedy by George © man od. | 
Madi Rie. . .svseees a ee ne Bernard Shaw; starring Ruth Chatterton; The leading roles of the two babes 
Rudig g% coos owes .:+..Harrison Dov presented by Harold J. Kennedy in associa- grown to manhood are handled ex- 
Stage Hand. ..c.cccceses ----George Speivin | tion with Jus Addiss and Hayden Rorke: ae ie 
Count Albert De Gronac...Robert Chisholm | qirected\ by Auriol Lee: sets’ by Lemuei cellently by Ludwig Satz, as the im- 
Nella Vago.. ae — x Bl on | Ayres At National, Washington, Oct. "28, becile, and Edmund Zayenda, as the 
An 2 Rae a ping Macon | 405 $2.75 top. young baronet who ultimately learns 
ogee is alah : Marguerite Namara | Clara_Eynsford-Hi .....Eleanor Wilson | Of the heritage that permits him to 
Young Man......ccccccccscsces John we a . natord-Hil pass Myrtle Ts nnehill| wed his Jewish sweetheart. 

EIT cco cee ean te ceccsceccegeecscs Jann Moore | first Bystander. Mortimer . Weldor lin : . . , = 
Waiter..... ‘Noel Cravat | Sarcastic Bystand . Arthur Gilmour |, It’s all done in the typical Yiddish 
+ arte Frank Hornaday | Freddy Eynsford-Hill Hayden Rorke |lachrysmal vein, with occasional 
F 7a Deswetie Ruth Chatterton | laughs as inserted by Satz. The lat- | 
eaten olonel Pickering -Dennis Hocy|ter’s performance is : g=his 
. : ‘ ’ te we pe s é Ss among his 
7 » sha avbe Henry Higgins.......... Barry Thom: : : 

ses _— manee SP ~ = definite Mrs. Pearce..... Margaret Moffer | best. The portrayal is one that could 

ategorv — some finite | Mra. Pearce....c.coc gz ffia ; : POUL 
ee ef AR ; i . : my sider Alfred Doolittle............ Richard Temple | @aSily be overplayed, but in Satz’s 
assets, It's going to require CONSIGEYr=- | Mrs. Higgins..........++.e:-. Alice John | hands emerges with the proper shad- 
able skill to build them into success- | Maid...........cceceeeeess ..Vilma Royton|ing. Latter has interpreted the role 
ful entertainment. Although the | Tommy Atkins............. Richard Bowler > 7 2 


foundation is too brittle for smash | aa 
possibilities, this latest Shubert mu-| Ruth Chatterton drew herself a 
sical try can be developed into |S°lid hand on her return to local 
pleasant, if not exciting, diversion. | ¢sit in a revival of Shaw’s ‘Pygma- 
It is lower floor fare, appealing to lion’ here last night, but applause was 
the sophisticates, particularly from |!4rgely a_personal welcome-back to 
the music angle, and can hope to |@ Star. Enthusiasm for the produc- 
survive only on the ‘intimate’ basis. | ton, slated for transcontinental tour 


A, : age was guarded. 

Several things require revision be- Audi bvi 
Se eat get bal — an +. | compare shéur to the highly aun 
Eirst, tp the, manner of selling it | Wendy  Hiller-Leslig ‘Howard fim 
with empHasis on this pvint. Psy- | Version, ms — — tendeci to 

ladion - . |give pic the edge. aw’ ious 
chological result from an audience | Teenee sckteiae ‘midal oe —— 
standpoint is a decided letdown | lity’ stj “ing middle-class mo 
when play evolves with only a small | bat Mong ah ae 
cas:, no chorus line and a single | Be : a sa 
dance routine. A. better approacli re pone pete DE vtog d mene 
would be to sell the play angle and | ang tenderness which eeve the ate 
let patrons feel they are getting a | it; "emotional > ich gave the pi 
baker's cozen by having some nice | also locks th fA 7 cro 
Music 2nd vocalizing thrown in a ee ae Ene Seanee Of Eien 

oP at ag angst estan : jspeech lessons, among the choicest 

Its outstanding weakness at the /bits in the film. (In Act One she 
moment is in the dialog department. | speaks like a ‘guttersnipe’ and in Act 


Cast supporters who do well are! 


segit versicr | 


It’s been some seasons since Yid- 
‘dish legit has had a musical of suffi- 
cient zest to command attention, but 
in ‘Sunrise’ Second avenue has come 
up with one of its more sprightly 
,tenants. Aided by excellent Joseph 
|Rumshinsky music, some of which 
can vie with his best, and an im- 
aginative libretto by Abraham Blum, 
this first production by the Yiddish 
Folks Theatre emerges as one of the 
boxoffice successes of the season. 

Blum’s transition of the story of 
Moses with one of modern-day Hun- 
garian aristocracy has had its varied 


se eee heard s kaeee Stokes 
Messenger Boy Wilson Bradley 
Domino Johnson Dick Campbell 
J. Rosamond Johnson Singers. 


Devil's Messenger 


Musicals have been the strength of | 


the season so far on Broadway and 
| the latest, while not up to the earlier 


arrivals, looks good enough to be 
rated among the better diversions. 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (first called 
‘Little Joe’) is colored cast fantasy, 
a sort of musical ‘Green Pastures,’ 
but ‘Pastures’ was 
comedy, but the giggles are only 
laughs. New show is_ essentially 
here and there. Resemblance is in 
a messenger from hell and his op- 
ponent, ‘the Lawd’s general,’ who 


| eventually wins out. 
Strongly in favor of ‘Sky’ is the, 


hook, Abraham Blum; music, Joseph Rum- | 


Marietta Alva; settings, Michal Saltzman: | 


Re- | 


stellar Ethel Waters, songstress, 
comedienne and now also a dancer. 
Her foil is Dooley Wilson, whose 
smile is infectious. He was a sing- 
ing drummer who developed a dra- 


matic flair, playing Little Joe, 
|erap shooting sinner, sometime 
\lover of Georgia Brown. Miss 
Waters is his good wife, Petunia, 


|in the first act. 


whose prayers to heavens yank Joe 
from the great beyond after he is 
cut to ribbons in a gambling room 
row. 

Miss Waters’ warbling of ‘Taking 
a Chance on Love’ aroused first- 
nighters to enthusiasm. Their 
‘Cabin in The Sky’ is almost as ef- 
fective, both numbers being spotted 
Later they tickled 
the house with a comic lyric, ‘My 
Old Virginia Home on the Nile.’ 

Joe becomes a model man after his 


| narrow escape until Lucifer, Jr., the 


I 


forms of telling, but Blum’s writing, | 


Rumshinsky’s music and the splen- 
did cast headed by Ludwig Satz, Ola 
Lilith and a newcome to the Yiddish- 
American stage, Edmund Zayenda, 
ishroud the oft-told story with its 
poignant drama. 

A prolog that tells of Pharoah’s 
command to slay all newly born He- 
brew infants, the subsequent conceal- 
ment of the infant Moses in the bull- 


more in the comedy vein, though the 


part in script keynotes the tragic ele- | 


ment. As such, he gives the musical 
| necessary comedy without which the 
entire production would suffer. 


| Miss Lilith, as the.Jewish sweet- 
|heart of Zayenda, contributes her 
usually fine performance, while Za- 
yenda, formerly a star on the Polish- 
, Yiddish stage, and in this country 


i 


most promising matinee idol 
Second avenue has produced in many 
|years. His acting is agreeable and he 
ililts a tune engagingly. His dark 
‘looks should win the femmes. Other 
; fine performances are turned in by 
|Esther Field, Abraham Lax, Tillie 


only a short time, emerges as the | 
that | 


Rabinowitz and Rese Greentield, | 
among cthers, 
Satz has ‘staged and kept the show 


moving at a drisk pace, while Michal 
Saltzman’s settings, showing a mode- 
rate outlay, are consistently imagi- 
native, Kahn. 


man from hell, lures him back to the 





blessed with, 


| 


arms of Georgia Brown by selling} 


him a ticket on the favorite in the 


Play Sveadl 


MUJERES 
(‘Women’) 
Madrid, Oct. 15. 


comedy (13 scenes), by Clare 
Boothe; adapted by Samuel Ros; 

by Maria Paz Molinero Company; pro- 
duced by Herrera and Valeriano Leon; 
staging, Burmann, At the Alcazar, Madrid; 
$1 cop. 





Three-act 


PPR at cekssensass Maria Paz Molinero 
Silvia... ; Monserrat Blanch 
Crystal ORs ciccesctcwecec cs ee sane 
BEGIth . wcccccvoccceccesecccsse mechs Delgado 
PESO: 05608005 06006060000058 Carmen Diaz 
ENON S S66 608s oe00000s00eds Carmen Medina 
2 Sree ery ere Carmen Alcoriz 
Skt iccaccavabeuses .-Consuela Artigas 
Py BERTUING. cvisatevncess Carmina Moron 
Countess, teeeeesesss-Manolita Rosales 


Mrs. Morehouse..............Maria Frances 


The Madrid newspaper, Alcazar, 
writes...°"As in many 
Americanism has defrauded us in the 
theatre.’ This obvious reference to 
‘Women’ was to be expected and 
would have been only too just had 





| 


Irish sweepstakes. The white wuni- 
formed missionary from heaven can't 
do much about it and in the last act 
Joe and Georgia Brown are cele. 
brating in John Henry’s cabaret and 
dice joint. 

Into the place comes the goodly 
Petunia, now dolled up and raring 
to go. She’s intent on getting her 
half of Joe’s sweepstake boodle and 
to have a good time. In the first act 
the audience buzzed when Miss 
Waters did some stepping, but here 
the rejuvenated Petunia goes to 
town in a big way. After singing 
‘Savannah’ she steps with Archie 
Savage and it just about captured 
the house. 

In this interlude, too, Katherine 
Dunham, the high yaller Georgia 
Brown, does her stuff. Miss Dun- 
ham’s dancers form an odd group, 
In a hell scene they contort in the 
manner of dervishes, but in the 
cafe scene they are in action first 
with what is billed ‘lazy steps’ and 
then the better known ‘boogie 
woogie.’ 

There is a fight in the cafe and 
the bad man, who slashed Joe be- 
fore, shoots him and Petunia. That 
arouses the fury of the Lawd’s man, 
who calls upon heaven to destroy 
the place. A hurricane does the 
trick and in the final scene white- 
robed Little Joe and Petunia ap- 
pears ready to ascend the stairs to 
the pearly gates. Joe’s record shows 
him in the red, but somehow a 
credit betters his record and he's 
two cents to the good. That part of 
the story weakens, but there ap- 
pears enough diversion before then 
to make ‘Sky’ worthwhile. 

Miss Waters is the show’s real 
standout, with Wilson the runner-up. 
Todd Duncan, as the Lawd’s general, 
and Rex Ingram, as Lucifer, Jr., are 
the warring men from beyond, sup- 


posedly invisible. J. Rosamond 
Johnson, as the parson, is mostly 
confined to the first act; Milton 


Williams and J. Louis Johnson are 
okay as bad men. Miss Dunham, in 
addition to her odd hoofing, gets 
something out of ‘Honey in the 
Honeycomb.’ 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ is a novelty, has 
some good performers, several at- 
tractive numbers and is quite ani- 
mated in spots. Ibee. 


"TIS OF THEE 


Revue in two acts (24 scenes), with Ivrics 
by Alfred Hayes; music by Alex North 
| and Al Moss; sketches by Sam Locke 
choreography by Esther Junger; additional 
music and lyrics by David Greggory, Peter 
Barry and Richard Lewine: settings by 
Carl Kent musical direction by Alex 
Saron; production conceived, directed and 
presented by Nat Lichtman. At Maxine 
Elliott, N. Y¥., Oct. 26. '40; $2.20 top 

Cast: Sherle Hartt, Jane Hoffman, 
| Vivian glock Virginia Burké, Esther 
Junger, Jan Zerfing, Susan Remos, Saida 
Gerard, Laura Dunean, Cappello and 
| Beatrice, Mervyn Nelson, Paul Roberts 
Jack Berry, Arno Tanny, Alfred Haves, 
tay Harrison, Daniel Nagrin, Bram Ven- 
denberg, Al Moss, Frank Rogler, Jerry 
Munson, Van Kirk, George Lioyd, Alfred 
ind Reese, 


other things, |+*Ti; of Thee’ are familiar to Broad- 


| 


presented | 


From Camp Unity, where the In- 
ternational Ladies’ Garment Work- 


|} ers Union members spend their va- 
| cations and where that organization's 


the product as presented been the } 


handiwork of Clare Booth. 

The truth is that it isn’t another 
example of Americanism that is dis- 
appointing, but what has been done 
to the original play is. It is quite 
obvious that it could never have 
been presented in its original ver- 
sion. Samuel Ros, in adapting it to 
Spanish audiences, had to bear in 
mind the Spanish temperament, the 


| summer 


Spanish censorship and the Spanish | 


church. 
mental whole in which goodness tri- 
umphs over evil. As presented, 


The result is a sweet senti- | 


it is | 


not a cynical, hard-boiled-get-your- | 
man-at-any-cost-theme, but another | 


argument against divorce. 

Maria Paz Molinero and Maria 
Frances, as Maria and her mother, 
are the only two competent actresses 
in the cast, but the fault here lies 
in the makeup of the Spanish the- 
atre. Here, never-changing theatri- 
cal companies give plays, and unlike 
the American, French and British 
theatre, it is next to impossible to 
get an all-star cast. The result is 
that each company boasts of a good 
male and a good female lead while 
the remainder is just fill-in. This is 
true of the Molinero company as it 
is of other companies. All the young 
ladies with the exception of the two 
nentioned lack stage presence, and 
at moments are decidedly awkward. 
Carmina Moron is fairly good as 
Maria’s baby daughter. 

The play was well received by this 
audience. It is overlong, but should 
have a run of a few months, which 
is about the limit any good play runs 
here, Ravo. 


|} edge and bite. 





‘Pins and Needles’ 
this new intimate 
Thee.” Except for its 
this show has nothing 
‘Pins and Needles’ or the ILGWU 
It’s similar to ‘Pins’ in manner and 
style, however, and also somewhat 
along the lines of ‘Strawhat Revue,’ 
a summer camp creation of last 
season, 


Few of the people connected with 


was born, comes 
revue, ‘Tis of 
birthplace, 
to do with 


way. Most of the material and cast 
appear to have been gathered at 


Camp Unity, but, in an effort to bol- 
ster the show, a couple of numbers 
have been added from other sources. 
Two are from the intimate revue, 
‘Two Weeks with Pay,’ which was 
tested at White Plains, N. Y., last 
and had been announced 
for Broadway. Also a dance team 
seen around the New York night 
clubs, Cappello and Beatrice, has a 
Single spot, which, though badly 
staged, is one of the better bits of 
the show. 

Like all semi-pro revues, ‘’Tis of 
Thee’ lacks sharpness and _ finish 
Several of the songs come near to 
nit standards, but miss. Some of 
the sketches also approach profe 
sional level, but they invariably lack 
In the same way. 
there is something appealing about 
the freshness and eagerness of the 
young company, but they are not 
talented or experienced enough to 
put across such light and wavering 
material. 


Some of the better song numbers 
include ‘Whait’s Mine Is Thine.’ 
‘After Tonight,’ ‘Noises in the Street,’ 
‘’Tis of Thee,’ ‘You’ve Got to Have 
Something to Sing About When You 
Sing’ and ‘Tomorrow.’ ‘’Tis of 
Thee,’ which provides a_ rousing 
first-act finale, could be turned into 
an inspiring radio number, as was 
‘Ballad for Americans,’ from the 
WPA show, ‘Sing for Your Supper.’ 
Jane Hoffman gives point to a skit 
about a Helen Hokinson-like lady 
prison reformer; Jack Berry am 
Mervyn Nelson add emphasis to 
sketches about sports outfitters and 


| Life mag’s photo stalwarts; George 


(Continued on page 58) 
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ner goes into same house week of | 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ | = 
Lyceum, N. Y., claimed during the 
layoff week occasioned by the pass- 


| with Lee Tracy topping prior going 

‘heading cast. Cornelia Otis Skin- | 

| 

Matter of salaries for the cast of joy 
ing of Berton Churchill, will be put 
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More than the usual number of 
the managerial combinations are 
noticed this season, some recognized 
producers who have been putting on 
attractions solo having teamed up 
for one or more ventures. In addi- 
tion, there is an increased number of 
young showmen identified with sum- 
mer stock who are invading the 
Broadway field. 


The list of straight plays due dur- 
ing the late fall is taking definite 
form. Most managers appear to 
have steered clear of serious scripts, 
—— drama being regarded as 
; | dubious stage fare because nothin 

_ Chicago, Oct. 29. | the stage can offer could match the 

Oscar Serlin, producer of ‘Life intensity of events in the war zones. 

With Father,’ last week okayed re-| Indications are that most of the 


newal of the lease on the Blackstone plays and at least one musical to 
until June 1, 1941, ,;come are based on some phase of 














Gilbert Miller who usually pro- 
duces on his own, is interested in 
at least two attractions with others. 
He owns a 50% interest in ‘Twelfth 
Night’ (Helen Hayes-Maurice Evans), 
which opened out of town to high 
promise and which is billed as pre- 
sented by the Theatre Guild in asso- 
ciation with Miller. He will partici- 
pate similarly in ‘Delicate Story,’ a 
Ferenc Molnar play, and in that in- 
stance the billing will be Gilbert 
Miller ig, association with Vinton 
Freedley. Miller is listed to do ‘Peep 
Show’ without a partner. 

Freedley, who also usually solos as 
a manager, is also in two combina- 
tions, the other being a three-way 
partnership with Horace Schmidlapp 
and Richard Krakuer. The trio are 


to arbitration. Sam H. Harris, who 
produced the Kaufman-Hart comedy, 
contended that the sudden death of 
the actor was an act of God and 
that there should be no salary lia- 
bility due to the enforced postpone- 
ment of the premiere. Equity insists 
death from natural causes is not so 
classed. 

Although the council ruled against 
the manager it assented to the arbi- 
tration. Amount involved is around 
$2,500. 


Tense Politico 





LUNTS TO DROP 
ROAD AUDITIONS 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
who go on tour next week with 
| “There Shall Be No Night,’ will dis- 
continue their regular talent audi- 
| tions while on the road. 





|sume it when they return. 
Sessions are usually held once a 


Acting | 
, couple have been carrying on such | 
| work al] the time they have been | 
playing in New York and will re- | 


This means that the show here will 


probably have a run of 18 months, | 


thereby breaking the record held by 
‘Lightnin’,” which stretched for 63 
weeks almost 20 years ago. ‘Father’ 


|opened here last February. 





Little Shubert 
Production, But 
Plenty Buy-In 


| Hollywood background 


| show business or amusements. Nine 
| or ten such shows are so identified 
,and the count may go higher. Back- 
|} grounds are Hollywood and Broad- 
| way, while two straight plays are 
; concerned with night spots. This is 
true of ‘Pal Joey’, the Rogers and 
Hart musical being readied by 
George Abbott, while ‘Nicht Noc- 
| turne’ has to do with a jiiterbug out- 
| fit spotted near a Jersey airport. It 
is slated to be presented by Kermit 
'Bloomgarden and Elia Kazan. 
Among the plays with a definite 
is ‘Beverly 
| Hills’, to be presented by Lawrence 
Schwab and Otto Preminer at the 
Fulton, N. Y., next week. Brock 
| Pemberton’s ‘Morality Clause,’ open- 








Ran | |ing out of town as ‘Glamour Pre- 
week at whatever theatre the stars | ferred’, has to do with Coast people, 


Cam Se | 
paign ell are using (currently the Alvin). | but confined within a house there. 


| Beginners or young players who| The Shuberts have been anything 7° Spewacks’ ‘Out West It’s Dif. 


H as it have not won Broadway recognition | but prolific in producing this sea- ferent’, which starts Max Gordon's 
urting Legit 
| 





in on ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ colored 
fantasy which opened at the Beck 
Friday (25). At least two others, 
Albert Lewis and Martin Beck, are 
in on that show. 


The young Cincinnatian Schmid- 
lapp has another producer setup, 


are permitted to select their own | son, but are believed to be inter- season, also has a picture back- ‘ 
material and, with or without other /ested in one way or another in more ground, as has ‘Quiet Plezse’, pro- 
players (as they wish), audition for | independent production than here-' duced in Los Angeles by Jesse Lasky 


consisting of Joseph M. Gaites and 
Lee Shubert, for the presentation of 
new plays at the Copley, Boston. 
First play, ‘Boyd’s Daughter,’ opened 
and closed quickly on Broadway. 
Second Copley show, ‘Return En- 
gagement,’ opens at the Golden, 
N. Y., Friday (1), while the third, 
‘Here Today,’ opened in Boston Mon- 
day (28). 
mer stock and only one week of re- 
hearsal was required. It is really a 
revival. 

One of the newest combinations is 
Lawrence Schwab and Otto Prem- 
inger, who start with ‘Beverly Hills.’ 
Others include Alex A. Arons and 
Robert Ritchie, who will do ‘Hi, Ya, 
Gentlemen;’ Phil Baker and Leonard 
Sillman with ‘All in Fun;’ Kermit 
Bloomgarden and Elia Kazan, who 
have ‘Hot Nocturne;’ Day Tuttle and 


Play was put on in sum- | 











In former years show business was 
jittery during presidential campaign 
years, with boxoffices distinctly 
dented. Up to this week there was 
no such reaction, but the pyramid- 
ing intensity of the current election 
drive is expected to affect attend- 


ance during the final phase. That | 
was indicated Monday (28), when 
President Roosevelt made his first 


speech in New York in several years. | 
Address at Madison Square Garden | 


starting around 10 p.m., was radioed 


| throughout the country, as was Wen- | 


dell Willkie’s, which followed short- 
ly thereafter. 


Most of Broadway's leaders did | 


not seem to be affected, but attend- 
ance in other theatres dropped ma- 
terially. The President will be on 


the air again tonight and Friday (1) | 


Richard Skinner with a revival of | and it is figured that business will 


‘Charley’s Aunt’ (current); 
Louise Elkins and Clarence Taylor 
with ‘Blind Alley’ revival (current). 





Gertrude Lawrence Won 
Golden Dispute By One 
Vote In Record Hearing 


Something of a record in the 
length of time devoted to a contract 


dispute was set by Equity’s council | 


in a windy session last week, when 
the difference between 


termination of her contract for ‘Sky- 
lark’ was decided in her favor—by 
one vote. Significant that four coun- 
cillors are in the play—William 
David, Glen Anders, John Emery 
and Edith Gresham. 

Argument was that if three weeks 
notice was required from Miss Law- 
rence on Nov. 15, it would mean that 


, 


much more playing time for the | 
‘Skylark’ players. But the star had 
contracted to report to Sam _ H. 


Harris for rehearsals of ‘Lady in The 
Dark,’ Moss Hart-Kurt Weil musical, 
by mid-November. Council, in dis- 
cussing the matter, balanced the 
added time for the ‘Skylark’ com- 
Pany of around 14 players against 
that of ‘Lady,’ in which more than 
70 persons will be engaged. 
Affidavits were introduced from 
KRarris, Hart and Golden. Latter 
averred that he would turn over all 
his profits for the involved three 
weeks to the British Relief Fund, for 
Which Miss Lawrence is one of the 
most active workers. Hart set forth 
the fact that the star’s contract with 


Golden was discussed in detail and | 
that he counted on getting the pro- | 


duction started in November at the 
latest because of Hollywood con- 
tracts. It was further stated that 


Golden was invited to participate in | 


‘Lady’ and that Miss Lawrence was 


to be billed ‘by courtesy of John | 


Golden.’ 

That was mentioned to indicate 
that the Nov. 15 finale was generally 
agreed on by all concerned. Date 


falls on Friday, but the show will | 


not conclude until the next night in 


Marie | 





! Shall Be No Night,’ 


Gertrude | 
Lawrence and John Golden over the | 


be off to a greater extent. He is to 
make a final address Monday (4), 
election eve. Election nights for- 
merly brought capacity audiences to 
theatres, but with the polls in New 
York open until nine o’clock, show- 


| men anticipate no boxoffice surge. 


This is the final week for “There 
closing to vir- 
tual capacity at the Alvin, where it 
is in its 23d week, bi-sected by a 
summer layoff. ‘Tis of Thee,’ a re- 
vue from the sticks, opened at the 


Elliott Saturday (26), then disap- 
peared. 

Premiere of ‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th 
Street, is this week’s highlight, 


other debuts being ‘Suzanna and The 
Elders,” Morosco, and ‘Return En- 
gagement,’ Golden. Due next week: 
‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton, and ‘White 
Haired Boy,’ Biltmore. 


TITO ‘SCHIPA MISSES 
SAN FRANCISCO STARTER 


San Francisco, Oct. 29. 





Bad weather in Havana caused 
Tito Schipa to miss his first sched- 
uled operatic appearance this sea- 
son in War Memorial Opera Mouse 
Monday (21), Flying up from South 
America for role of Don Octavio in 
Frisco preem of ‘Don Giovanni,’ 
tenor was grounded in Cuba and got 
in day late. Alessio de Paolis sub- 
stituted. 

Opera also proved an ordeal to 


Armando Agnini, stage director, and 


| Jack Heavey, prop master, everyone 
backstage being unfamiliar with the 
| piece and giving the boys a rough 


| workout. Opening went off okay, 
however. Ezio Pinza sang title 
role. 





, . 
2d ‘People’ Swings South 
Hollywood, Oct. 29. 
Second edition of ‘Meet the Peo- 
| ple,’ stage revue, closes its local run 
' Sunday (3) and goes out on a tour 
| of the southern states. 
| First edition, which opened here 
46 weeks ago and later moved to 
San Francisco, is now in Chicago, 


| Miss Fontanne, who sits out front | tofore. 


Their evident idea is to as- 


and Henry Duffy. It is due soon on 


| with several experienced members sure tenancy of as many of their’ Broadway and will reintroduce the 


| of the Lunt troupe. 


Actress gives coaching, sugges- 
tions and advice to those she thinks 
|need and warrant it and, 
‘show signs of promise, 
(urged to do further practicing and 
ito return for later hearings. Those 
who show sufficient talent are given 
letters of introduction and recom- 
mendation to managements, authors 
and directors of the Lunts’ acquaint- 
ance. Stars also use as many of the 
youngsters as possible in their own 
| shows, several in 
No Night’ having been cast that way. 

Although they have been doing the 
auditioning for months, the Lunts 
|have not publicized their activities 
in that regard. Principal motive in 
that is to avoid being mobbed by 
aspiring thespers. 


‘Mpls. Dailies Nix ‘Road’ 
Paid Ads When Catholic 
Women’s Group Beefs 








Minneapolis, Oct. 29. 


The Minnesota Council of Catho-| 
lic Women here tried in vain to in-| 


duce the inayor to prohibit “Tobacco 
Road’ this week, but it did succeed 
in getting the Jocal newspapers to 
refuse the play’s advertising starting 
(26), the day before its 
opening at the Lyceum. Strange 
part of it was that the one St. Paul 
Sunday sheet the ad, al- 
though the show has been unable to 
St. Paul because of city offi- 
cials’ taboo. 

‘Road’ got a break in one respect 
because the Mpls. Sunday Tribune 
drama _ section already had been 
made up before the ban’s establish- 
ment and it contained considerable 
publicity. There also had been other 
advance newspaper publicity and ad- 
vertising in both newspapers here 


Saturday 


carried 


play 


In order to bring the show to the 
town’s attention, the theare manage- 
sound truck and 


men is utilizing a 

sandwich men Engagement’s  re- 
sults will be watched with much in 
terest, however, to determine the 
amount of injury to the boxoffice 


from lack of current newspaper ad- 
vertising and publicity. 

Show here twice be- 
fore, including last season, to big 
business and without interference 
from the authorities or trouble with 
the newspapers. Last season it re- 
ceived much Tribune front page 
publicity as the result of Merle Pot- 
ter, Tribune critic, playing the Jeeter 
Lester role for five minutes on a 
‘dare’ at a regular performance. 
This season Potter in his column was 
offering $25 to any person here, a 
non-professional, volunteering and 
being accepted to perform the same 
stunt. This, of course, 
abandoned unde? the circumstances, 
Advance mean for the show here was 
Carlton Miles, long the drama edi- 
tor of the old Minneapolis Journal. 


has played 


if they | 
they are) 


‘There Shall Be 


| Yokel); 


had to be! 


look promising in the formative 


period. 

Firm has been particularly busy 
in guaranteeing salaries of indie pro- 
duced shows. That does not require 
the use of cash, however, Shuberts 
being among the older showmen who 


are exempted from depositing secu-' 
|rities or bonds with Equity as sal- 


ary guarantees. Their letter pro- 
tecting the casts of other managers’ 
shows is all that is necessary. 
Among the shows guaranteed by 
them are: ‘Horse Fever,’ first called 
‘Money Makes the Mare Go’ (‘Alex 
‘Elmer the Great’ (Aldrich 
& Myers); ‘Fledgling’ (Otis-Chat- 
field-Taylor); ‘Second Helping’ 
|Bachelor & Proser); ’Tis of Thee’ 
| (Nat Lichtman), and the series of 
| plays tried out at the Copley, Bos- 
}ton. They are known to have loaned 
coin or invested in ‘Helping’ and 
| ‘Thee,’ the former being taken off 
'the boards after two tryouts, and 
| the latter stopping after one per- 
formance last Saturday (26). 
Aldrich & Myers had a successful 
|season during 1939-40. It is under- 
| stood that the Shuberts wanted an 
interest in ‘Elmer’ on the strength of 


|its summer stock showings and 


atres. Not certain whether they will 
be concerned with another of the 
A. & M. shows, the recently ac- 


quired ‘Last Judgment,’ which has a 
new title, ‘Cue For Passion.’ Play 
was released by George Abbott be- 
cause the latter could not present 
it until after Jan. 1, being occupied 
with ‘White-Haired Boy’ and ‘Pal 
Joey.’ Doubtful if the Shuberts are 
taking exceptional risks in guaran- 
teeing players of other managers. It 


| is assumed that when the shows play 


their houses, the Shuberts stipulate 
that they get first money. 

Aside from the Copley venture, 
J. J. Shubert appears to be more ac- 
tive in a production way. He han- 
dled the musical ‘Night of Love,’ cur- 


rently |in Boston, and initiated a sea- 
t 


mn of musical stock in Detroit, start 
there being under expectations. Shu- 
berts’ ace attraction is ‘Hellzapoppin’ 


(Winter Garden,’) second company 
of which is being readied. They 
are participants 


also 


house operators 


in the musical successes, ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ (Imperial). ‘Hold On to 
Your Hats’ (Shubert), ‘Boys and 
Girls Together’ (Broadhurst) and 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ which scored 
at the 46th Street and is now at the 
Royale. The 46th Street gets the 
highly touted ‘Panama Hattie’ to- 
night (Wed.). 


Helprin, Boretz Casting 


Morris Helprin and Alan Boreiz 


are currently casting ‘The Hard 
Way,’ Boretz’s comedy which the 
pair will produce. They intend 


starting rehearsals Dec. 4 and open 
in Baltimore Dec. 25. 

Show will probably go to Wash- 
ington after Baltimore, under pres- 
ent plans, with a New York open- 


| ing shortly after that. 


ithe Booth, N. Y., Friday 


it | 
will play one of their Broadway the- | 


| Broadway houses as possible, and presenters to the theatre. 
‘also to buy in on such shows that! 


‘White Haired Boy’, being pre- 
sented by George Abbott at the Bilt- 
'more, N. Y., next week has to do 
about a personality playwright, who 
may be William Saroyan, Ben Hecht 
or Clifford Odets. ‘Five Alarm 
Waltz’, virtually set by Jed Harris, 
who is returning to Broadway, is 
said to be similarly concerned. ‘Re- 
turn Engagement’, which opens at 
(1), has a 
summer theatre background. ‘Every 
Man for Himself’, which will bring 
back Lee Tracy, has to do about a 
scenarist. 

Among the dramatic works due is 
‘Mr. Big’, which will be presented 
by Dwight Deere Wiman and Lee 
Shubert and details a murder in a 
theatre. ‘Conquest in April’, being 
produced by Louise D’Andelot Du- 
pont Carpenter, has a screen actress, 
stranded in Norway during the Nazi 
invasion, as the central character. 
Other dramas include ‘Fledgling,’ 
dealing with a mercy killing, and 
‘The Corn is Green,’ latter show 
being prepared by Herman Shumlin. 


Equity Council ‘Clears’ 
Maida Reade for Giving 
Repubs Its Maiting List 


Surprise and comment 
Equity when it first was 
that Maida Reade ‘borrowed’ 
mailing list for Republican 
dential campaign purposes quickly 
died down when details became 
known. Equity leaders, while affirm- 
ing the association’s course in keep- 
ing free of politics, felt that Miss 
Reade’s move was unimportant be- 
cause comparatively few actors in 
New York or on the road register 
their votes. Only a small percentage 
of Equity’s membership takes ad- 
vantage of absentee voting privi- 
leges. 

No investigation of the use of the 
mailing list was necessary. Miss 
Reade promptly arose before the 
council and explained her intent, 
aying that if the others wanted her 
thrown out of the council she stood 
ready to take the slap. She is a 
taunch rooter for Wendell Willkie, 
and said that if her action won only 
two votes for the Republican candi- 
date she'd be satisfied. 

Had Miss Reade been less active 
on behalf of Equity she might have 
been disciplined rather than given 
a formal reprimand. She devotes 
most of her time to activities of the 
association and is head of the unem- 
ployment committee. She used only 
the New York portion of the list, 
using the addressograph only cnce 
for the campaign stunt. 

When the matter was disposed of, 
several proposals were made in ref- 
erence to the mailing list. One was 
that the list should be loaned Rep. 
William P. Lambertson, who charged 
councillors with Red activities. It 
was voted down, being the only re- 
cent reference to the Lambertson 
| charges. 
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Opera Free of ‘Coach-and-4-Hundred 
In Streamlined Form at Carnegie, N.Y. 


A tentative but provocative be- | 


ginning toward the ‘streamlining’ 
of grand opera is due this winter at 
Carnegie Hall, New York. In a part- 
nership between the National Or- 
chestral Association under Leon 
Barzin and the recently organized 
Group Opera it is proposed to pre- 


sent four operatic works under 
unique conditions. Solo singers will 
double as choristers on occasion. | 


Settings and libretto will be mod- 
ernized and, if suitable, anglicized. 
Finally, anything smacking of a 
‘star’ system is strictly not wanted. 

Just now the auspices of the Car- 
negie Hall venture are being con- 
servative, speaking of their work as 
‘music plays’ rather than opera. But 
they are consciously carrying the 
pennants of that body of opera- 
lovers in New York who frankly 
deplore the ‘coach-and-four hun- 
dred’ domination of the Metropoli- 
tan opera with its Julliard-NBC- 
Sherwin-Williams paint tie-ups. The 
significance of this winter’s try is 
not judged in music circles in rela- 
tion to any immediate expectation of 
revolutionizing American opera, but 
rather as a modest but significant 
effort to get away from the ‘politics 
and closed doors of the Met.’ 

The National Orchestral Associa- | 
tion under Leon Barzin has given 
annual concerts, but its main pur- | 
pose in the past has been to train 
talented students for actual member- 
ship in symphonies. From some 1,337 
students since 1930 it counts 153 
alumni in the 30 chief philharmonic 


,;and a new opera 


| 


aggregations of the U.S.A. The mer- | 


ger with the singing group repre- 
sents an extension of activity. 


. Associates 


Barzin’s allies are Josef Turnau, 
formerly of the Vienna State Opera, 
and a prominent stage director, and 
Karl Kritz of the Berlin State Opera. 
During the past two years they have 
formed a group of young American 
Singers ranging in age from 20 to 
30, who have been trained for op- 
eratic performances. Barzin, Tur- 
nau and Kritz agreed with the cry | 
in this country, of the lack of train- 
ing in essential roles from which 
the average American singer suffers 
through no fault of his own. 

Carnegie Hall project is to be 
launched Dec. 9 with a revised per- 
formance of ‘Pagliacci.’ It is 
tended to modernize operas in stag- 
ing and settings and to present them 
as far as possible in the same 
manner as a Broadway play. 

The star system, the bane of opera 
since its inception, will be com- 
pletely eliminated with stress being 
laid upon the ensemble work, Voice, 


| seph M. Gaites and Lee Shubert, co- 


| 


will be commissioned to compose | 
'‘Folies Bergere’—El Capitan, Holly- 
| wood, 


solely for the American stage, using 
American backgrounds. 
Wherever possible also, the ac-| 
tual staging of the opera will be 
brought up to date, both in the sets 
and the costuming, which is being | 
handled by Constance Hess and Ann 
Benz, wives of a tenor and baritone 
of the group, respectively. 
The Four Choices 


The four operas to be presented | 
are ‘Pagliacci,’ ‘Sister Angelica,’ a | 
little-known work of Puccini, ‘Gian- | 
ni Schicchi,’ by the same composer, 
written around 
theme now be- | 


a South American 
ing composed for Barzin, at the | 
conductor's request. The operas will 
be presented on the second half of 
programs, which will include Pola | 
Frijsh, William Hain, Lydia Sum- 
mers, and Mack Harrell as the guest | 
artists in recitals devoted to leider. ' 


| The opera group is now so trained, 


that its solo singers in one perform- 
ance are able with equal facility to 
Sing lustily as a chorus in the next | 
presentation. 

First actual unveiling of the abili- 
ties of the Group came Tuesday 
(22), when a quartet from the group, | 
including William Hess, tenor; Ham- 
ilton Benz, baritone; Camille Fisch- 
elli, dramatic soprano, and Eleanor | 
Knapp, contralto, presented a pro- | 


| gram at the Bentley Studios, Car- | 


negie Hall, which included Mo- |! 
zart’s ‘Litaniae Laurentanae,’ writ- | 
ten in 1774, but never before pre- | 
sented in the U. S. 


‘TODAY’ PRODS. BATTLE 
OVER PIC RIGHTS COIN 


} 








Revival of ‘Here Today,’ which | 
opened Monday night (28) at the 
Copley, Boston, was threatened last 
week b: a dispute over the screen 
rights. W. Horace Schmidlapp, Jo- 


| 
presenters, were given a slice of the | 
producer’s share, but the Dramatists | 


| Guild refused them a portion of the | 


in- | 


|abandon the venture, 


author’s end. After threatening to | 
they finally 
went ahead with it. 


Comedy by George Oppenheim 


|and George S. Kaufman was pro- 
|duced some years ago by Sam H. 


| Harris. 


| give 
| bring 


acting ability, stage presence, and | 


figure all will be of equal import- 
ance. Translations into English will 
be made wherever possible. 
American and refugee 




















Megt.: 


LOU CLAYTON 


























GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
OPENING IN NOVEMBER 
IN 
“HELLZ-APPOPIN, JR.” 
ca 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 

















SAMUEL FRENCH 
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Plays for Stage, Screen and Radie 
25 West 45th Street, New York 
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| 





| theory that a new production might | 
| stimulate 


Later, | 


composers | the possible film price. 


; split of 
agreed to give them a third of his | 
| end. 


strawhats in it the last couple of 
summers and, under the Schmidlapp- 
Gaites-Shubert sponsorship, was to 
it a road break-in and then 
it to Broadway. Show was 
never sold to pictures, but on the 


Hollywood interest, the 
new co-presenters wanted a share of 


Original production was under the 
old minimum basic agreement, giv- 
ing the producer and author a 50-50 
the picture sale. Harris 


However, the Guild stuck to its 
minimum requirements and refused 
to permit the authors to split their 
half-share. 

Sponsors have asked the Guild 
council to reconsider the matter, but 
it’s figured improbable that a waiver 


| will be granted to allow the authors 


' doesn’t spoil. 


| 
| 


| Broadway competition, even at its 


to give away any of their portion. 
Guild has never consented to any 
such arrangement. There is under- 
stood to be a Hollywood bid for the 
rights in the offing. 





Plays on B’way 


Continued from page 56 


’TIS OF THEE 


Lloyd provides pungency to a 
couple of morbid routines about 
neuroses and, with Virginia Burke, 
puts across the slim ‘What’s Mine Is 
Thine’ song. 

Mervyn Nelson and Sherle Hartt 
have a funny sketch about what 
killed vaudeville. Laura Duncan, a 
Negro rhythm singer, handles ‘After 
Tonight’ nicely, and Cappello and 
Beatrice offer the only show-stepper, 
two spectacular ballroom routines, 
which even stupid presentation 
Except for that num- 





Ruth Gordon has toured the | 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 28) 





| ‘*& Night of Love’—Shubert, Bos- 
| ton, 
‘Elmer the Great’ (Joe E. Brown) 


} 


|—Bushnell auditorium, Hartford, 
‘Conn. (30); Shubert, New Haven | 
(31-2). 


‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon)— 
Copley, Boston. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son )—Ford's, Baltimore. 

‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 
—Locust, Philadelphia. 


‘Life with Father (Lillian Gish)— | 


Blackstone, Chicago. 


‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) | 


—Civic Repertory, Boston. 


‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) | 
Or- | 


—Orpheum, Quincy, Ill. (28); 
pheum, Springfield, Ill. (29); Lincoln, 
Decatur, Ill. (30); Fischer, Danville, 
Ill. (31); Virginia, Champaign, IL. 
(1); Majestic, Peoria, Il. (2). 

‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Ame rican, St. Louis. 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
lor Holmes)—Mishler, Altoona, Pa. 
(28); Cathedral, New Castle, Pa. 
(29); Capitol, Butler, Pa. (30); Union, 
New Philadelphia, O. (31); State, 
Cambridge, O. (1); Weller, Zanes- 
ville, O. (2). 

‘Meet the People’—Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 

‘Meet the People’ — Music Box, 
Hollywood. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ 
Hepburn )—Cass, Detroit. 

‘Pins and Needles’ — Playhouse, 
Providence (28-30); Erie, Schenec- 


(Katharine 


tady (31); Masonic’ auditorium, 
Rochester, N. Y. (1-2). 
‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 


National, Washington. 
‘Quiet, Please’ (Jane Wyatt, Don- 


ald Woods)-—Biltmore, Los Angeles. | 


‘See My Lawyer’—-Lafayette, De- 
troit. 

‘Skylark’ 
Melba, 
Austin 


(Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Dallas (28-29); Paramount, 
(30); Texas, San Antonio 


(31); Majestic, Houston, Texas (1-2). | 


‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow- 
ling) —Erlanger, Chicago. 


‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Lyceum, Minneapolis. 
‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 


Maurice Evans)—Colonial, Boston. 


‘White Haired Boy’ — Plymouth, | 


| Boston. 





Legit Cues 








Robert Ardrey arrived east over 
the weekend and is staying with 
friends at Bedford Village, N. Y. Has 
| anew play in mind, which he'll start 
on at once. 





| J. Richard Jones out of ‘Charley’s | 


| Aunt’ with strep infection. Oliver 
Thorndike, understudy, replaced. 





Betty Field, currently making ‘Lit- 
tle Shepherd of the Hills’ on loca- 
tion at Big Bear, Cal., for Para- 
mount, finishes shooting Nov. 15 and 


planes east to start rehearsing in 
| ‘Flight to the West’ for the play- 
| wrights. 








Carol Bruce Loses 








| Carol Bruce received a sharp set- 
back from Equity yesterday (Tues- 
day) in her dispute with producer 

B. G. DeSylva over her right to dou- 
ble from his musical, ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ at the Imperial, N. Y., into the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., and the 
Ben Bernie radio program. Singer 
| was ordered to discontinue her out- 
| side engagements, unless she receives 
| written permission from DeSylva to 
fulfill them. In addition, she 
| fined $500. 

Ruling by the Equity council was 
based on a clause in the standard 
Equity contract giving the manage- 
ment exclusive services of any actor 
in his show, but is first time in many 
years that it has been invoked, 


was 





Cossacks Find Haven 
Detroit, Oct. 29. 





ber, the dancing in the show is com- 
monplace. Staging throughout lacks | 
incisiveness, but Carl Kent’s ultra- 
simple settings are fairly effective. | 


| Despite the youthful eagerness of | 
| the company, ‘’Tis of Thee’ seems | 


too thin to get by in the tough | 


obviously modest nut. Hobe. 


(Taken off after first performance; | 


| printed for the record.) 


tention here of becoming American 

citizens en masse, ‘ 
The preliminary papers have been 

filed, it was said, and shortly the 


° o > | 
entire chorus of White Russians, who 


have been homeless since the revo- 
lution and touring the U. S. for many 
seasons, will take up their new citi- 
zenship. 


Don Cossack troupe announced jn- | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


For some time Equity has dropped a list of ‘accredited’ physicians for. 
merly carried in its monthly magazine, some doctors formerly inserting 
‘professional cards’ in the publication. Such practice is forbidden by the 
N. Y. County Medical Association. Equity also has discontinued recom. 
mending physicians to members and it was stated there are no longer any 
‘Equity doctors.’ 

Matter came to attention recently upon the sudden death of Berton 
Churchill, whose passing set back the opening of ‘George Washington Slept 
| Here,’ Lyceum, N. Y. Dr. H. A. Coveler, who has offices in the Sardi 
Building, was called in when Churchill was found unconscious in his room 
at the Lincoln hotel. Doctor at the time said he was on Equity's list of 
physicians, which was refuted around the association’s office. 

Equity representatives who stepped in to aid Churchill’s family burned 
| up when Dr. Coveler set his fee at $100 for attending the actér. It was 
known that more than $700 was found in Churchill’s clothes. The doctor 
attended Churchill at the hospital on the evening his condition was dis- 
covered, actor dying the next morning. 








N. Y. Critics Circle, which recently had its annual election, appears to 
have decided that metropolitan daily and weekly reviewers alternate as 
presidents. Joseph Wood Krutch, of The Nation, is the new president, suc- 
ceeding Burns Mantle, News, who followed George Jean Nathan, who has 
| been tovering for periodicals, John Anderson, Journal-American, is vice- 
president; Sidney Whipple, World-Telegram, treasurer, and Louis Kronen- 
berger, PM, corresponding secretary. 

Latter’s election to the Circle came when Robert Rice, drama reporter 
of the same sheet, resigned. Rice joined up after some controversy last 
| season when on the Telegraph. He then switched to the new afternoon 
| tab as d.r. and is not the first-stringer. Two new members are Wolcott 
| Gibbs, of the New Yorker, and Oliver H. P. Claxton, of Cue. Former 
took over for Robert Benchley, who is spending most of his time on the 
Coast. Critics organization was supposed to consist of first-stringers only, 
but, with reviewers on weeklies now in, the qualifications for member- 
ship appear to be elastic. 


| 





George Abbott, who in the past has been financed by Warners, is pro- 
ducing with his own coin this season. Picture firm bowed out at the end 
| of last season, having backed five productions for Abbott during that time. 
| Two of the five were successes, ‘Too Many Girls’ and ‘See My Lawyer,’ 
| former also being sold for pictures. Three which failed to pay off were 
‘Ring Two,’ ‘The Unconquered’ and ‘Goodbye in the Night.’ Film outfit 
made a slight profit on its entire season’s investment with Abbott. It 
also backed several other productions. 

With Abbott again using his own coin, there’s considerable Broadway 
speculation about the two shows he so far has scheduled for this season. 
| Currently in rehearsal is ‘The White Haired Boy,’ and according to mem- 
| bers of the cast it is one of the funniest scripts the producer has ever had. 
| ‘Pal Joey,’ with a book by John O'Hara, still has no score. Rodgers and 
| Hart are now at work on it. 


| 








| Along Broadway when extra space ads for run shows appear it is as- 
| sumed that there has been a letup in attendance, but there are exceptions. 
| Case in point is ‘Life With Father,’ which is passing a year’s run mark at 
| the Empire, with business maintaining a capacity pace. Last week a 10- 
inch double column ad was inserted in the dailies for the purpose of build- 
ing up mail order sales. 

Oscar Serlin, who produced the play, explained that customers applying 
| for tickets in advance will be assured locations which are not immediately 
| available. Tickets are on sale eight weeks in advance, it being impractical 
| to handle sales beyond that period. However, applications for later dates 
| are kept on file and mailed out when tickets are received, money orders 
| for such requests being segregated. Three girls are assigned to handle 
advance mail orders only. Advance sales will be similarly stimulated in 
| Chicago and Boston, where the engagements of ‘Father’ are also due to 
| continue indefinitely. 





Horses of mounted cops assigned to duty on 44th street and vicinity 
have been a source of annoyance to audiences in the 44th Street theatre 
for years. During lulls in policing traffic in the evenings officers have 
been in the habit of parking their nags in the theatre alleyway. Noises 

| from the animals were heard in the theatre and there were other objec- 
| tionable results. The parking idea was abruptly stopped recently. Man- 
| agement of the Gilbert and Sullivan rep company, which closed at the 
house Oct, 19, including persons closely connected with the police 
| department, telephoned complaints to headquarters which brought a 
prompt order that the cops keep their pets out of the alleyway. 
Sometime ago at a 44th Street premiere a showman excitedly claimed 
that someone was doing a buck and wing-in the alley to intentionally 
disturb the performance. Upon investigating, it was discovered that the 
| horses were stamping their feet, 

For more than 35 years, Nixon, at present Pittsburgh's only legit spot, 
has been strictly a one-week date. Shows have come back there for re- 
turn engagements but never stayed more than six days at any one time 
except on rare occasions. However, shortage of road attractions this sea- 
son and with tryout prospects pretty dim, Nixon management and UBO 
have decided to break tradition and give several productions at least 

|a fortnight’s stand in Smoky City. Among the two-week bookings already 
set are ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ and ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ result of latter play’s record-breaking biz year ago on seventh 
| visit to Nixon. There will likely be added time for at least couple of 
| Others. Indicative of Nixon situation is fact that house got its latest start 
| in years two weeks ago with ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ last week had ‘Time of 
Your Life’ and had nothing set after that until ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
Nov. 11. 








George M. Cohan’s name and his monologue beginning ‘Life is a funn. 
proposition,’ were included in a recent address on The Catholic Hour over 
some 95 NBC red stations by Father James’ M. Gillis. Cohan was coupled 
with Shakespeare, Ibsen, Eugene O'Neill, Hardy, Schopenhauer, Twain, 
Aldous Huxley, Haeckel, Freud, Aristotle, Sophocles, Socrates, Seneca, 
Kant, Spinoza, Thomas Aquinas and other famous men déwn through the 
ages who have sought the answer to question of life, its meaning, and th« 
future life. 
Father Gillis, early in 20-minute talk, referred to Cohan as ‘The best 
| known and best liked playwright and comedian of the American stage 15 
or 20 years ago, who after dancing and singing and waving a flag all eve- 
ning would answer a curtain call with a monologue.’ 





Bill Fields, who is in advance of ‘There Shall Be No Night’ with the 
Lunts, which is in final Broadway week at the Alvin, N. Y., has gotten out 
a neat route booklet, prepared for use of the show’s cast, bookers of the 

play and railroads which will transport the production. First date out is 

| next Monday (4) in Ottawa for one night, balance of the week to be played 
in Toronto, 
Season of 25 weeks will conclude with a two-week date in Philadelphia 
starting April 14. During that period, 42 stands will have been visited 
| Coast to Coast tour will have covered 11,664 miles. 





Sam H. Harris is first manager to visit Florida this autumn, having gone 
south late last week. Principal object is to lamp a new house he is build- 
ing at West Palm Beach. Manager will return in a couple of weeks to 
supervise production of ‘Lady in the Dark,’ drama with music which wil! 
star Gertrude Lawrence. It will be his second production this season 
First is ‘George Washingion Slept Here,’ Lyceum. No other new show 





are definitely scheduled. 
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All Chi Shows Doing Well: ‘Father’ 


Fine 17G, ‘People, 126, ‘Animal,’ 116 





Chicago, Ma ag : 
nger turned on the lig as 
night (Monday) for ‘Time of Your 
Life,” which has the fancy of many 
jegit-goers in Chicago as indicated 
by the fine advance sale. It’s the 
second on the American Theatre So- 
ciety subscription list and will easil 
top ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ whic 
encountered a flabby initial session 


e. 

Oost the People’ has settled down 
to a profitable pace in the Grand and 
will stick until the week before 
Christmas. ‘Male Animal’ continues 
at a good gallop in the Selwyn. 
Blackstone has been leased by Oscar 
Serlin until June, 1941, which tells 
the story of ‘Life with Father’ in its 
35th week. 

In the offing is ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ which is dated to start in the 
Grand on Dec. 26. The Ballet Russe 
opened in the Auditorium last night 
(Monday) and will be here only one 
week, an unusually short engage- 
ment. Chicago Opera this year will 
present its own Ballet Theatre 


starting Nov. 3, giving 12 all-ballet | 
performances during the regular six- | 


week Opera season. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone | 
34th week) (1,200; $2.75). Week after | 
week it continues at a sensationally 
profitable pace. Last week gross 
jumped $2,200 and went close to | 
$17,000. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (7th week) | 
(1,000; $2.75). Holding its own and | 
going along on the right side of the 
ledger at $11,000. 

‘Meet the People,’ Grand (4th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Revue has 
made good with Chicago audiences 
and will stick for six more weeks. 
Came through again last week for | 
$12,000. 





OLD SHUBERT, B’KLYN, 
SUES FOR A LICENSE 


The Subway Circuit Theatres, Inc., 


has filed an application with the 
N. Y. supreme court to force Paul 
Moss, commissioner of licenses of 


N. Y. City, to grant it a license for 


its theatre, the ‘Old Shubert,’ in 
Brooklyn. 
The theatre ‘thas been used for 


theatrical performances for the past 
20 years and an application had been 
made for a license on Sept. 5 and re- 
jected by Moss on Sept. 13. No rea- 
son for the rejection was disclosed 
by the plaintiff. 


Block-Sully’s ‘Lawyer’ 
Also Comeback for Lane 


‘See My Lawyer,’ which opens as 
a pop price, rotary stock attraction 
at the Lafayette, Detroit, and which 
Bives Jesse Block and Eve Sully a 
fling at legit, also provides a stage 
reappearance of an oldtimer, Harry 
Lane, formerly of Equity’s office 
staff in New York. It is Lane's first 
part in 20 years, his last appearance 
having been in ‘Experience.’ Last 
season he was retired from active 
duty and is on pension by Equity. 

Play is the first of a string of 
shows to presented by Wee & 
Leventhal, who have a string of mid- 
western stands as formerly. At pres- 
ent the W. & J. ‘circuit’ has five and 
one half weeks, with a Chicago house 
probably to come. Detroit date for 
‘Lawyer’ is two and one half weeks, 
other spots to be played including 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Louis. 
C. E. Wee and J. J. Leventhal re- 
cently reunited after operating indi- 
Vidually and plan a 10-city circuit 

Block and Sully, from vaude, de- 
butted in legit last summer, appear- 
ing in the rural showshops in ‘Law- 
yer.” Their arrangement with W. & 
L. calls for a substantial guarantee, 
Considering ‘the $1.10 top scale for 


h é 
the show. plus a percentage of the 
gross, 


be 





‘Gentlemen’ Gets Going 


‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen,’ the musical 


comedy to be produced by Alex A. | 


Aarons and Robert Ritchie, with Max 


Baer and Sid Silvers the principal | 
comics, is slated to start rehearsals | 
de- | 
layed over girl trouble, new man- | 


today (30). Show had been 
agerial team being puzzled over se- 
lecting a femme lead. Early this 
week Audrey Christie was selected 
for the part. 

Bobby Connolly, who will stage 
the numbers, issued a final call for 
the ensemble yesterday (Tuesday). 
Book is by Fred F, Finklehoffe, John 
Monks, Jr. and Silvers: tunes by 


Johnny Green and lyrics by Harold 
Adamson, 








‘SAROYAN’S ‘LIFE’ GETS 
BIG $16,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. 
‘Time of Your Life’ is in for a big 
season on the road if biz here last 
week at Nixon is any criterion. Twin 
rize-winner opened tour here fol- 
Owing return engagement of month 
on Broadway and clocked estimated 
$16,000, biggest gross Saroyan show 








where else. As big a surprise local- 
‘ly as it was to Eddie Dowling and 
| the Guild, “Time’s’ sponsors. 
Played here at $2.75 top under 
TS subscription auspices and 
| opened to just moderate figures, but 
'shot into high within 24 hours when 
fhe raves came out. Dowling him- 
self did a lot of good exploitation 
| work for the play, too, appearing at 
| flock of banquets and luncheons 
| talking about ‘Time,’ Saroyan, etc. 
Nixon is currently dark and will 
be until Nov. 11, when Lunts arrive 
in ‘There Shall Be No Night’ under 
ATS. Unusual that in first three 
weeks of season house will have ful- 
filled half of its commitments to 
subscribers, 


Bela Blau’s Death Major 
Loss to Legiters; Was 
Promising Impresario 


| 
} 








Sudden passing of Bela Blau, who 
died of a heart attack in New York 
last week at the age of 44, was a 
major loss to legit theatre people. He 
was of the up-and-coming younger 
showmen to whom Broadway looked 
for productivity in the theatre, hav- 
ing several solo productions to his 
credit and three in association with 
Mare Conneliy. 

Blau had virtually completed ar- 
rangements for the production of 
‘Viceroy Sarah’. Show was budgeted 
for $35,000 and all but $5,000 had 
been raised. Connelly, 


of the unassuming Blau, announced 
that he would proceed with the pres- 
entation of ‘Sarah’, As a managerial 
duo their most successful presenta- 
tion was ‘Having a Wonderful Time’, 


| which scored a run at the Lyceum, 


N. Y. They were not so fortunate 
with ‘Two Bouquets’ and ‘Every- 
where I Roam.’ 

For the past two summers Blau 
operated summer stock in the Deer- 
trees theatre, near Harrison, Me., at- 
tracting a number of guest stars to 
that country playhouse. Ordinarily 
showmen from N. Y. are not cor- 
dially received by New England 
localites, but Blau was popular in 


who publicly | 
|}expressed admiration for the talents 


has ever had, in New York or any- | 


HAYES - EVANS 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen’—Alex A. 
Aarons and Robert Ritchie. 

‘Horse Fever’—Alex Yokel. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (road) — Shu- 
berts, Olsen and Johnson. 

‘Glamour Preferred’ (‘Morality 
Clause’)—Brock Pemberton. 

‘Fledg lin g’—Otis Chatfield- 
Taylor. 

‘The Corn Is Green’—Herman 
Shumlin. 

‘All in Fun’—Leonard Sillman, 
Phil Baker. 

‘Beverly Hills’ —Laurence 
Schwab, Otto Preminger. 














BIG $21,000 
IN HUB 


Boston, Oct. 29. 


| ‘Panama Hattie’ wound up its 
| three-week tryout Saturday (26) in 
|a blaze of glory, taking all the busi- 
i ness that could be jammed into the 
Shubert and also attracting trade 
into town for other shows. Helen 
|Hayes and Maurice Evans were 
strong last week in the first stanza 
|of their ‘Twelfth Night’ tryout. 
‘Pins and Needles’ did okay trade 
and ‘Life with Father’ continued 
strong in its fourth week. Three 
| openings here last night (Monday): 
| ‘White Haired Boy,’ by Charles Mar- 
tin and Beatrice Kaufman, presented 
by George Abbott 








a two-frame testing; and ‘Night of 
Love,” the new Shubert musical, 
with Helen Gleason, John Lodge and 
Marjorie Gainsworth. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Panama Hattie,’ Shubert (3d wk) 
(1.590: $3.30). Sock of the town, 
drawing maximum number of 
standees allowed by law, filling ex- 
tra chairs, seats and stools and turn- 
ing away,scores. Smashed through 
with $26,500 on final week. 


‘Twelfth Night,’ Colonial (1st wk) | 
(1,643; 3.30). Helen Hayes and 


Evans lauded by press. Shakespeare 


for one week; | 
‘Here Today,’ with Ruth Gordon, for | 





3 DET. HOUSES LICHT 
UP; ‘YOURS’ N. 6. $6,000 





‘Crazy With the Heat’—Kurt : 
Krazner, Detroit, Oct. 29. 
‘Conquest in April’ — Louise Unparalleled since the booming 
Carpenter, Adelaide Finch. 20’s, Detroit this week saw three 


legitimate theatres go into operation. 
| Opening Sunday (27) at the Wilson 
| was Shubert revival of “Too Many 
| Girls.” Dark for a week after the six 
weeks’ runs of ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ the Cass opened same night 
with Katharine Hepburn in ‘Phila- 
delvhia Story.’ 
dark, relights tomorrow (Wed.) with 
Wee & Leventhal’s ‘See My Lawyer’ 
at pop prices. 

Second-final week of ‘Unfaithfully 
Yours,’ Shubert musical version of 
‘DuBarry.’ dropped to an approxi- 
mate $7,000 following opening week 
of n.g. $8,000. Show closed here 
when nixed for Chicago, where it 
was scheduled for a fortnight at the 
Grand Overa House. 











‘Folies Bergere’ Hits 
Big 166 First L.A. Wk.; 
‘Quiet’ to Sim $6,000 


Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 
Hollywood is flocking to Clifford 








C. Fischer’s ‘Folies Bergere’ at El 
Capitan, but by the same _ token 


| Hollywood is manifesting but slight 
interest in Jesse L. Lasky’s ‘Quiet, 
| Please,’ now in its third and final 
week at the Biltmore before it goes 
| to New York. 
| ‘Folies’ came here direct from the 
San Francisco Fair and on a two-a- 
night and three matinee policy piled 
|up a substantial gross on its first 
week. ‘Meet the People,’ second 
edition, leaves the Music Box, Holly- 
| wood, Nov. 3 and will take a whirl 
on the road. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Folies Bergere,’ El Capitan, Holly- 
wood (R-1,560; $1.10) Geared at 
two performances nivhtly and mats 


fared not so well in the opinions, but | Wednesday, Saturday anc Sunday, 

the boxoffice did. Big $21,000 for |‘undraped’ revue ground out big 

initial week. One more stanza. $16,000 on first of what will be a 
‘Life with Father,’ Kepertory (4th | three or four-week sojourn here. 


wk) (965; $2.75). Another great week 
for this one, with prospects of a 
record stay. Last week’s takings 
quoted at $15,600. 
‘New Pins and Needles,’ Plymouth 
(2d wk) (1,480; $2.75). Okay on bal- 
cony biz, but scanty downstairs. 
Finaled with satisfactory $10,000. 
‘Return Engagement,’ Copley (2d 
wk) (1,038: $1.65). Only so-so on 
the draw, with Bert Lytell and Mady 
Christians helping overcome tepid 
word-of-mouth. Got $3,200 
leaving for New York. 


Harrison, so much so that a mile of | 


bad road leading to the Deertrees 
was rebuilt by the town authorities. 

On the day of his death he lunched 
with John Byram, former dramatic 
editor of the N. Y. Times, now head 
of Paramount's eastern script depart- 
ment, and Gilbert Gabriel, former 
critic, there being no indication that 
he was ill. 


‘PHILLY STORY’ TERRIF 
$25,000 IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Oct. 29. 

Katharine Hepburn in ‘Philadel- 
phia Story’ rolled up smashing esti- 
mated $25,000 in seven performances 
at a $3 top, at the Hanna last week. 
Biz was nearly double what Hep- 
burn drew on her last visit in ‘Jane 
Eyre,’ with emergency seats set up 
in side aisles at every show. 

Walloped by a lack of touring at- 
tractions, house is going dark again 
until Nov. 18, when ‘There Shall Be 
No Night’ arrives. Opening night 
for latter already sold out. 





Lady Ia Waiting’ Fair 
$9,000 In Ist Philly W’k 


Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 

Brock Pemberton’s ‘Lady in Wait- 
ing’ wound up its first week at the 
Locust with approximately a fair 
$9,000 at the till. Patronage for the 
comedy started slowly, but increased 
toward the end of the week after 
good word-of-mouth. 

‘Twelfth Night,’ with Helen Hayes 
and Maurice Evans opens next Mon- 
day (4) at the Forrest with Monday 





and Tuesday of the second week 
bought out by the Philadelphia 
' Forum. 


‘Love’ 6G in New Haven 


before | 


‘Quiet, Please,’ Biltmore (C-1,656; 
$2.50) (2d wk). 
wood to attract much favorable at- 
tention. Second of three-week run 
brought another slim $6,000. Piece 
i closes here Nov. 2 and opens at the 
| Guild, New York, Nov. 11. 


Foxes’ Fine $16,800 
In Torrid St. Louis 


‘The Little Foxes,’ with Tallulah 
Bankhead in the top role, finished a 


one-week stand at the American 
Saturday (25) with an estimated take 
New Haven, Oct. 29. a 

of $16,800, fine, for eight perform- 

Shubert has had a busy season tO | ances. House was scaled to $2.80. 

date with at least one attraction | Heavy purchases by the Playgoers of 

weekly since opening in September.| st QPouis. Inc. plus raves from the 

This week spot has last half with! crix of the three daily rags. offset 

Joe E. Brown in ‘Elmer the Great’ | the midsummer temperature on tap 
(31-2). Next week comes road show | throughout the date 


of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ with Billy House 


and Eddie Garr. 


Last week’s break-in of the musi- 
cal ‘Night of Love’ drew friendly 
but not enthusiastic press, resulting | 
in around an estimated $6,000 


four shows; not too good. 








on 


‘The Man Who Came 
began a two-week stand 
(Monday). 


Ladies’ 1636 in Wash. 


to Dinner’ 
last night 


Washington, Oct. 29 

” Pa | ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ second lo- 

Toughies cal ATS subscription play, got fine 

business here last week at approxi- 

L_____ Continued from page ! mately $16,500, around $2,500 more 

his mustache shot away by the out-| than first ATS offering, ‘Suzanna and 

law. = the Elders.’ 

Current is first full week’s engage- 

iment of Ruth Chatterton in ‘Pyg- 

Baddies Get a Break | malion”’ Next week (4) brings 

Hollywood, Oct. 29. Brock Pemberton’s new” one, ‘Gla- 

Baddies get a break over goodies | mour Preferred” and following 

in the next few months of shooting week (11) will bring Shuberts’ new 
on the picture prairies. New en- | musical. ‘Night of Love.’ 


tries in the Six-Gun Derby are ‘Bad 
Men of Missour:,’ to be directed by 
Raoul Walsh at Warners, and ‘The 
| Outlaw,’ a Howard Hughes produc- 


‘Skeviark’ 5 \, G, Memphis 


Memphis, Oct. 29. 


tion for 20th-Fox release, dealing Gertrude Lawrence grabbed ap- 
with ‘Billy the Kid.’ | proximately swell $5,600 in three 
Another ‘Billy the Kid’ yarn is | performances of ‘Skylark’ within two 


coming up at Metro with Robert 


Taylor as the gunster. 


Dalton Boys are still galloping on 
the screen and ‘The Trail of the 
Vigilantes’ is oiling up its shootin’ 


irons. ‘Belle Starr,’ a female baddie 
from Oklahoma. is ready to ride, and 
studios are saddling 


several other 


their steeds in the same general en- 
| deavor. 


Universal’s | 


days here last week at Ellis Audi- 
torium. Municipal showhouse _ re- 
ported one of best openings in re- 
cent years for legit season, with sec- 
ond day’s business much better than 
opening night. 

Local press did nipups for Miss 
| Lawrence and balance of cast. It 
| was Miss Lawrence's first Memphis 
' appearance. 


| (110th 


, (st week) (M-1,214; $3.30). 


The Lafayette, years | 


| 
| 


B'way on Even Keel; Jolson, Wynn 
$28,000 Each, ‘Geo. Wash.,” $15,000, 
Tce’, $35,000, La. Purchase’, $34,000 


+ 





on 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 


‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (4th week) (R-1,412; $4.40). Ed 
Wynn’s looks like one of season’s 
musical good things; started off to 
big business and has maintained 
virtual capacity pace; $28,000, quoted. 

‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck 
: Opened 
Friday (25); some highly favorable 


notices; others mixed; colored cast 
musical claimed capacity second 
night (Saturday). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Royale 


(47th week) (M-1,047; $4.40). Fair 
gross in new spot, where capacity 
considerably under that of 46th 
Street; rated around $17,500. 
‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
(Ist week) (C-1,004; $3.30). First 
full week quite promising; quoted 
bettering $14,600, which is not mate- 
rially under capacity; accumulation 
through postponement of opening, 
but reported good agency call. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
week) (R-1,671; $3.30). In- 
coming musicals have not affected 


'attendance of long-staying laugh re- 


Too close to Holly- | 


Mog which was quoted around $30,- 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(7ih week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Jolson’s 
starrer another musical standout of 
the new season that has been draw- 
ing big trade since opening; shaded 
ee theatre party, but big $28,- 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (3d 
week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Rink revue 
getting good grosses, but could draw 
much higher; house maintenance 
plus operating costs heavier than for 
legit attractions: $35,400 quoted. 

‘Johnny’ Belinda,’ Belasco (6th 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Although 
some improvement claimed, has been 
sticking by grace of wealthy backer; 
rated around $6,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (51st 
week) (C-1,095: $3.30). Nearing 
year’s run mark and indications are 
for another season’s stay; quoted at 
$18.800; over capacity. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (22d 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). List’s front 
runner’ holding to great attendance 
figures, with the gross quoted over 
$34.000 again. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Musie 
Box (54th week) (C-1,102; $3.30). Is 


now slated to stay until after first 
of year; holds to excellent profit 
level. with gross last week bettering 


$16.000., 
‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (M-1,347; 


$4.40). Presented by B. G. De Sylva; 
book by him and Herbert Fields; 
score by Cole Porter; rated a sure 


thing in Boston; opens tonight (30) 
at $8.80 top. 


‘Return Engagement,’ Golden (C- 
789: $3.30). Presented by Horace 
Schmidlapp and Joseph M. Gaites; 


written by Lawrence Riley; tried out 
in Boston; opens Friday (1). 
‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). 
holdovers that is 
profit; been 
and better weekly. 
‘Suzanna and Elders,’ Morosco (C- 
939: $3.30). Presented by Jack Kirk- 
land; written by Lawrence Langner 
and Armina Marshall; favorably re- 
ported out of town; opened Tuesday. 
‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(T)-1.434; $3.30). Final and 22rd week; 
has been steadily jumping towards 
canacity: got $19,000 last week and 
will probably top that level for final 
performances; tours; next attraction 
Hi Ya, Gentlemen.’ 
‘Tis of Thee,’ Elliot. 


(31st 
One of the 
turning weekly 
averaging $11,000 


has 


Opened Sat- 


urday (26); drew doubtful press; 
immediately taken off; one perform- 
ance. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (286th 


week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Has been ad- 
vertising last weeks for months; still 
to be making some operating 
bit over $4,500 estimated. 
REVIVALS 

‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor (2d week) 
(CD-873: $2.20). Attendance under 
expectations following fairly favor- 
able press: under $4,000. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (2d week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). First full week 
promising for old time laugh show; 
quoted around $$,000 and should 
stick. 

‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (8th week) 
(CD-865; $3.30). First revival of fall 
continues at profitable gait and may 
stick into winter period; over $10,000 
quoted. 


appears 


profit; 





Mex. Usherette Suicides 


Mexico City, Oct. 29. 

Sharp disappointment at ascertain- 
ing that she would never make an 
actress, her life ambition, prompted 
Varia Teresa Hernandez, 23-year- 
old usherette of the Palace of Fine 
Arts (National Theatre) to leap ten 
tories to death from La Nacional 
Building. 

Skyseraper is across from the Pal- 


,; ace, 


ane 


ee 


eee dren series. 
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Fun in Paris, or the Nazi Runaround 
To American Correspondents Abroad 





Attitude of the German conquer-,;over for two hours on his way to 
ers toward American correspondents Vichy. When Mangan arrived in 
in Paris is one of ‘maddening polite- Coimboa again next morning, Portu- 
ness,’ declares Sherry Mangan, Time- guese police asigned a secret service 
Life-Fortune correspondent in the man to follow him during the rest of 


former French capital, who was his stay. 

asked to leave by the Nazis and In Portugal he received a cable 
recently returned to the United from Life asking a full story on his 
States. “His experiences in Paris and experiences He typed out 4,000 
jn getting to Lisbon are similar to words and took them to the cable 
those of many another correspond- office. They said no-could-take un- 
ent, but take on an added tinge of less typed on their blanks. Each 


blank. Mangan found, held 12 words. 
Retyped, he once more took his mes- 
sage to the cable office. Couldn't ac- | 
cept it this time, they said, because 
words were x'd out. Once meee | 
“ : Mangan retyped the 4,000 words, but 
wising up that they were being ith one finger to avoid mistakes. 
ae ath ~_.» He had just arrived at his hotel after 
ays wes 8 meow of self-defense * delivering the final version to the | 
it seems when Nazi oticers leet cable office when the phone rang. 
core age = cron ld eval It was the wire chief. ‘Do you really 
with: ‘Cavt. Sc , speaking. 2 - eee er, — one 
Hitler.’ Timeman evened things by Heated this —s he inquired. vou 
, ‘ now it will cost a lot of money. | 
answering: ‘Sherry Mangan speak- 4+ 9 3 m. Mangan found the mes- 
ing. Wintergreen for peoqenent. isage still hadn’t been transmitted. | 
‘German politeness took the form Censor was trying to unscramble the 
of never saying no to anything the Time language. 
—— ee | Mangan’s next permanent assign- | 
on Se. ~ ‘ “7. > is Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
going to take care of things for you. ar Pa Bi New York in aMfout two 
But somehow the necessary Official pean 
was always out for the afternoon, 
had just gone to Berlin, or some- 
thing similar to that. The polite- 
mess was maddening, and we just! 


. ») , 
couldn't get encoun \Spondent, shifts to Cairo within a 
Some Concessions week or so, as the anticipated new 

New press club formed by the 15 powder keg in Europe's turmoil. | 
American correspondents remaining his js a compromise by Reynolds, 
in Paris has succeeded, by present- who nixed Collier’s managing editor | 
ing a united front, in winning some Charles Colebaugh’s invitation to| 
concessions, Mangan said, including ¢ome back to New York for a rest, 
issuance of press cards and holding the writer choosing not to desert 
of press interviews. Club, successor what he calls the greatest story of 
to the Anglo-American Press Asso- 4)! time. 
ciation, is tagged ‘United States of As result of some of the stuff he’s 
America Press Association in Paris." been sending back, including the re- 
Prez is Alex Small of the Chicago cent letters published in Variery, 
Tribune (he earned the nickname Reynolds has been cabled by WOR 
‘Human Albatross’ from the other for a broadcast deal, and Bennett 
correspondents, because whatever Cerf, head of Random House, cabled 
town he went to was bombed within him an offer to write a book. 
two hours of his arrival). Mangan Incidentally, Herbert Matthews, 
was v.p. and Glen Stadler of United longtime N. Y. Times man in Rome, 
Press is secretary-treasurer. who was ordered out of Italy by 

What the club was unable to do | Mussolini, will probably be persona 
was get the Germans to allow the | grata again soon, after some diplo- 
correspondents to receive cables. | matic red tape is unravelled. Mat- | 
From the time the Nazis invaded |thews is in Berne, Switzerland, 
Paris until he left, Mangan was com- | meantime, covering the situation by 
pletely out of touch with his Ameri- | remote control and also working on 
ean headquarters. As result, he|a Random House assignment of his 
didn’t know until much later that | experiences in Spain and Italy, cov- 
the cable cffice in Paris was accept- | ering those sectors in recent years. 
ing his stories with the usual German . 
politeness and transmitting practi- 
cally none to New York. | 


humor as a result of the hulking 
Bostoner’s sense of fun. 

One of the things that may or 
may not have been responsible for 
his being kicked out is the Germans 


} 


Quentin Reynolds to Cairo 


Quentin Reynolds, Collier’s Paris | 
and now London roving corre-'| 





Havas Employers’ New Unit 
, , , Ten former American employees 
With an extensive build and a’. New -~ ke of Bavas rane wire 

: in New York Havas, > ire 
mustache, Mangan was being con- wt the 2 Ration te ly agieeahaagiecees 

; ‘ et fer : service, have formec Dj Ww 1S 
tinually mistaken for a Nazi officer |~~ we Sy : : ; ; 

2 organization. Tagged Atlantic News 
and saluted on the street, much to houmee it te hantod te Tees Otel 

‘ P r P Agency, i 1S é m JNiai- 
his disgust. Heel clicking so got on ‘ sf : 


: A ley, former North American cable 
his nerves that one day, after linger- “& es 

a . editor for Havas. Virtually all 

ing too long and too well at the | 4) onic. mployees of Havas were 

press club, the guard at his hotel |7““*?esn employees 0 dae rte 


A let out when France capitulated to 
got an answer from Mangan to | ice Waele | 
tii iNvc iS. 


military salute. Mangan showed he “ ‘i a , 
. . 4 New outfit is acting as New York 
could click his heels, too, and did— : tar eng = 


11s 


: ; a bureau for a number of papers 
y jumping in the air like a Russian : , < 
by jum} ne the air like a throughout the country, feeding 
dancer. Sentry was so dumbfounded, | 4; te oa - 
; t 4] : h tt al F lem feature stories and covering 
J je nroug 2 nanua 0 = 
1e wen rough 1e m spot news. They also hope to be- 


arms and ordered the correspondent 
to pass. 
56-Hour ‘Hit the Road’ 


come the American office of another 
foreign wire service. They are now 
servicing papers almost entirely by 


Mangan was never given a reason | mail. 
for the 56-hour notice to get out of | —-— 
Paris. He had to leave a home and | 3d Winchell Suit Xayoed 
. + . ; 2) 7 k- > } : 
furniture, but was permitted to take Suit of Minnie Smith for $13,105 
thateve -Ou] -arriec That . Y “Winel NRC! 
whatever could be carried. 10 against Walter Winchell and NBC 
would have been okay were there | ,,... dismissed for the third time in 
awic + > ms ne sporta- ry ye 
taxis or other forms rd ‘“ porla- | N. Y. supreme court last week by 
ne ano: c val =" =) > vever vea9 7.97 wre ni 
tion. Mangan «= ; of a ee oe Justice William Collins The court 
tting ¢ ¢ tul C f 1 4} i] 
in g¢ tting quite a load o _ us *° | found the plaintiff had failed to ac- 
aha , ecine Ds romor-nv Yy 
the station by tossing a going-a\ yY | curately state a cause of action 
party with what was left of hi Suit claimed libel, and asserted 
: 7» ‘ aving everybody ’ “ae Pate — cane ae 
liquor and then having everybody that Winchell in a broadcast in 
carry something to the train. January, 1939, declared that there 
Transportation difficulties in Ei were 12 Minnie Smiths listed at the 
rope the correspondent compared | came addre in N. Y. The plaintiff 
: al aqaaress 1 iN. ° ] ialntl 
= ‘ . 1ACce shtmarec where pay . 
with ‘one of those nightmares where claimed the result was that she lost 
you want to run, but your legs are $3195 in rent when tenants moved 


so heavy you can hardly move them.’ 
them.’ 
One of the things that annoyed 


and she was continually disturbed by 
men soliciting her on the phone. 


-- 





him about the Nazi soldiers, aside 

from their perpetual apologizing to Prompt Rejoinder 

the French, was their habit, if four; Bennett Cerf (Random House) 
of them were going to the corner for | broke up Alfred Knopf's political 


a beer, of falling into step. Their , point at ‘21,’ in New York, the ether 
continual choral singing also proved day, when the latter expostulated 
an itch. As for their fighting spirit, |on the merits of the presidential can- 


he declared, ‘it would surprise and |didates by drawing this analogy, 
discourage you.’ }‘All I know is that I have Willa 

Visa difficulties in Portugal landed’) Cather under contract and_ she’s 
Mangan for two weeks in a town ‘surefire to sell 75,000 books, and | 


called Coimboa where it was 167 in | while a new author might sell twice 
the sun and 107 in the shade. He /as many, wouldn’t I be foolish to let 
averaged 50 miles an hour through | her go in favor of a new contender?’ 
mountains the first night there in| To which Cerf interpreted, ‘And 
training to Lisbon to meet Frank |all I know is I’d run like aitch to 
Norris, m. e. of Time, who stopped !sign up Willa Cather.’ 


| served 


Sue Kable News Co. For $8,595 

Brookwood Publishing Co., 
publishers of Speed Comics, filed a 
'N. Y¥. supreme court action yester- 
day (Tues.) against Kable News Co., 
its distributors, seeking damages of 
$8,595 claiming the defendant failed 
to pay an agreed upon amount for 
copies of plaintiff's publication. Suit 
charges breach of an agreement 
made June 7, 1939 and covers a pe- 
riod from October, 1939 to May, 1940. 

It is claimed that during that pe- 


riod, 2,489,571 copies of the plain- 
| tiff’s magazine were given the de- 
'fendant at 5!4c each, but that the 


full amount due was not paid. 
LITERATI OBITS 
Arthur W. March, 68-year-old pub- 
lisher of the Amherstburg Echo, one 
of Canada’s oldest weeklies, died 


Oct. 23 of injuries suffered in auto-. 


mobile accident near Amherstburg, 
Ont. He was past president of the 
Canadian Newspaper Ass'n. 

Major Douglas Eppes, 63, racing 
columnist of the Toronto Globe and 
Mail, died in Toronto from a heart 
attack on Oct. 24. Authority on rac- 
ing and show horses, former cavalry 
officer and _  fiction-writer, Eppes 
in the Boer War and was 
decorated by Lord Kitchener. 


Inc., | 


ne 


Paul Fitzpatrick, 34, sports editor | artifice of course, but let's not get 


a brief illness. 
ter and sister survive. 





CHATTER 
| Dalton Trumbo’s new yarn, 


‘The | There should be art. 


of Newsweek, died in a White Plains) confused there. It is artifice for the 
(N. Y.) hospital, Monday (26) after | extension of truth, not for the disin. 
Widow, son, daugh- | tegration of it. 


Wants Frequent Play Changes 

There should be no seeking to ft 
'a lot of pieces together into a hit, 
The only play 


| 


Remarkable Andrew,’ published by | that should run for years is the play 


Lippincott, 
17. 

‘What Made Sammy Run”’, 
posite Hollywood novel, the 
written by Budd Wilson 


dom House. 
| Margaret 
| PM 
Understood she was a bit too expen- 


Bourke-White 


sive for the daily in view of limited | 


use that could be made of her out- 
put. 


Dynamiters,’ is in the November- 
December issue of Story mag, is 
John Toldy, who wrote original 


story of Paramount's current ‘Arise 
My Love.’ 


novel, ‘Bucharest Ballerina 
ders,’ was purchased by 20th-Fox 
last week, leaves Nov. 11 to work 
on the screenplay. 
la week for six weeks. 











‘things which hinder the theatre are 


the same things which have hindered 

everything else 

couple of hundred years. 
Profit and Loss Hinder 


Loss and profit hinder the theatre, 
or rather the constant hallucinatory 
possibility of loss or profit. Your an- 
swer is, no doubt, ‘That’s nothing 
new, buddy. We all know that.’ My 
reply is, ‘Even so.’ 

Look at it this way. If this, at best, 
is to be a world of misers, O.K., 


carry on—let the possibility of profit | 


or loss vitiate or exalt your living 
and your art. It’s O.K. by me. 
pretty sure, however, that the op- 
posite of miserliness is what is de- 
sirable for the living and for the 
world. Whatever rules may be valid 
at the time, I must say that I will in 
all probability continue to muddle 
through—which does not inpress me 
as anything like a triumph, consider- 
ing the competition. 

If I can’t borrow $15,000 from the 
Chase National Bank for the pro- 
duction of a play which I feel very 
strongly 


feel quite confident that, if the worst 
came to the worst, I could win the 
money betting on the horses. 

And, on the other hand, in 
event that I lost $15,000 betting on 
the horses instead of winning that 
much, I know I could write another 
play in a weck, sell it, have it pro- 
duced badly, and with the profits 
pay the people I had, one at a time, 
borrowed the money from. Which is 
nonsense, and the kind of wretched 
calculating now operating all over 
the world. Very ipid. I would 
like to avoid it. 


-4 
Sit 


Theorizing 

Loss or profit, I’m trying to say, 
should not weigh down on human 
potentialities so heavily. You under- 
stand of course that I am referring to 
material loss or profit, or what we 
imagine is material. The cut of my 
clothes, I think I should point out, 
has not improved since I have be- 
come a money-making playwright. 
| Neither, for that matter, have my 
|manners, which are and always have 
been sincere and honest. I suppose I 
could put fabulous sums of money to 
good use, but the labor of accumu- 
lating fabulous sums of money is not 


my idea of a pleasant way to pass 
the time. Unfabulous sums of money 
constitute for me nothing more than 
a couple of extra dollars in the 
pocket. 

What I’m interested in is living 
and writing. At the present moment 
my interest in writing is in writing 


for the theatre. I am very fond of 
the play form, both as a medium for 
writing and as a medium for living 


cral-and-pantomimic expression— | 


|with a stage, an auditorium 
seats, an audience, curtains, 
lights, props, and music, 
the theatre a lot of good. I can re- 
store it. I can write plays, 1 mean, 
| and I mean plays, plural. I don't 
mean a play. I mean many plays. 
|I can make theatre. But I can’t rent 
/a theatre, hire the help I need, and 
'all that stuff. I could of course, but 
I might have to stop being a writer— 
|which I know would make many 
i people very happy. 
Not Bragging 

You probably imagine I’m bragging 
again. On the contrary. In a coun- 
try as large as this there must be a 


with 
sets, 
I can do 


jlot of writing talent that goes back 


Saroyan Sounds Off 


Continued from page 1 


I'm | 


|art because the business 
|They don’t create. 
might 40se money—which, | 


| nevertheless, I am very eager to see 
on the stage as it should be seen—I | 


the | 








to sleep because the Broadway situa- 
tion is too tough to fool with. 
back to sleep. Wrong again. I've 
put it badly, that’s all. It’s 
much like going back to sleep as it 
is making an adjustment in the 
wrong dimension. It is 
wrong for a good writer to adjust 
his writing to outside circumstances, 


|just as it is always a misdemeanor 


for a bad writer to fit right into out- 
side circumstances. 


I myself know of at least a dozen 


young playwrights who would really | 
be writing if they had any assurance | 


that their work had a chance of sim- 
ple, unpretentious presentation, apart 
from real estate, high finance, pres 
agentry, and similar malarkey. 


It’s the same old story of course 
You've got no art because you don’t 
allow it. You prohibit it at the be- 
ginning. You've got an imitation of 
men who 
write don’t create, they fit together. 
They fit. They 
are tailors. And any new writers 
who make the grade also become 
tailors. So where’s your theatre go- 
ing to take place? In living, that’s 


where, Where nobody’ll notice it 
Where it’s free and therefore un- 
| noticed. 


You're not going to have any art in 
the theatre until you separate what's 
pertinent from what's impertinent. 
You've got to ditch all the financiers. 
the real estate men, the tailors, and 
the hangers-on. You've got to ask 
the real estate men to fill their thea- 
tres with their own plays. What 
does anybody own a theatre for who 
doesn’t enjoy theatre, who doesn’t 
write plays, who doesn’t care what 
a play is just so it appears to be 
something that will make money” 

Why don’t I own a theatre. for 


instance? Or why isn’t the use of 
one given me? Is it because I have 
bad manners, or because I have 


=) 


plays, or because I like theatre 


Ol 
because I believe I can give people 
some real entertainment? Hell, no. 
My manners aren’t so bad. It’s be- 
cause I haven’t got enough moncy. 

Do you want an American theatre 
or don’t you? Do you want some art 
or don’t you? And to go one fur- 
ther, do you want to have fun or 
not? Do you want living in general 
to be more interesting and rich and 
tragic and comic or don’t you? That's 


all. The living of the living is never 
greater than the art of the living, 
because living is sprawled out end- 
lessly in time without emphasis 


5, cOn- 
centration, pace, balance, significance. 
and so on, whereas in art, living is 
In there with the long half-hour: 
days, weeks, years and centuries cut 
out for the attention of the statistical 
historian, . 

Maybe you want to say, ‘Well, the 
people like the theatre they've got 


then ditch the people, too, and bring 
In a new ensemble of public iden- 
tity.” But the truth is the people 
don’t like it so much. I have never 
been able to understand who the 
people are who go year after year 
to the plays that keep running on 
Broadway forever and then go on 
the road in five different directions, 
but I’m sure they’re all nice and 
| would, if exposed to it, be delighted 
with some real theatre for a change. 
I refuse to believe that the people 


‘prefer or demand the spurious in 


art any more than they do in life. 
I don’t believe it’s natural, Art is 


com- 
first 
Schulberg, 
due for January publication by Ran- 


leaving 
to return to Life’s photo staff. 


‘John Pen,’ whose latest yarn, ‘The 


Van Wyck Mason, whose mystery | 
Mur-, 


Well, | 
worthwhile for a talent like that, you say, should go’ 


not so! 


always | 


} 


|ter what our years are, 


5 ,? , . 1 . 
now.’ The answer to that is. ‘Well, | collapsing 


| discontented 


hits the bookstalls Nov. that just naturally happens to be 


jthat great. The rest should run for 
a week, two weeks, or a month. 
There should be activity all over the 
place. Writers, directors, players, 
people in the audience. Projit and 
loss should be out of it. Either that 
or you'll go on having this theatre 
that you've got, this business the- 
atre, except that it will get worse 
and worse, with a very bad play 
arriving every five years or so, that 
seems to be great, by comparison. It 
won't be great at all. It will be 
very bad. I know how bad a play 
‘The Time of Your Life’ is, awards 
or no awards. I know. Nobody can 
tell me. I can tell them how good 
it is, but I know how bad it is. I'm 
trying to suggest that it’s possible to 
have a real theatre if you want it. 
/'The only way you can get it is to 
| produce plays. Forget the business 


He'll get $1,000  theatre—what are you going to do 


| with all that money? What is any- 
body doing with all that money? 

What’s it for? Where does it go” 
What does it do? If you meet the 
,man who possesses the money you 
never know it to look at him. All 
he does is breathe. Am I asking 
for a revolution? I’m not asking 
for Willkie. 

They’ve got everybody murdering 
,each other over bread, I believe it is 
We'd better straighten out some- 
where. If there’s got to be murder, 
,it had better be for something more 
|difficult to create than bread. Wait 
till they start writing about this war. 
Wait till the returns come in, Wait 
till the sowing stops and the reap- 
ing begins. I’ve got important plays 
in manuscript. 
| Take a look at Broadway. This is 
the year of the new big war. 

‘Amateur By Choice’ 

I don’t need any advantages, either 
in order to write or to have it out 
among the people. In art I am an 
amateur by choice, but in the world 
1 am a professional, both by choice, 
when I choose, and by necessiis 
when I don’t. I’m talking about very 
fundamental things. There is an old 
retired professor of philosophy in a 
hut in New England somewhere 
who is going to understand what I 
am saying, and his name is not going 
to be the name of one of our New 
York newspaper drama critics. Our 
drama critics are going to laugh and 
say, ‘Oh, well, what do you expect? 
It's Saroyan. After all. Ha ha ha 
And then write brilliantly 
about what a fool and nuisance he is 


He writes a play every morning, 
ha ha ha. He turns down prizes. 
He’s a showman. OK. Don't pay 
any attention to Saroyan. Pay a 


little to yourselves. You've had time 


enough in which to make a theatre 
and what have you made? Well 
take a look at Broadway. Take a 


look at it straight through 39 years 


That theatre is now obsolete 


Watch what happened this year and 
know for sure how obsolete it is 
Comedic, song and dance nosialgia 


will endure this year, but next yea! 
they will be obsolete, too. The old 
personalities carrying on will be 
O. K. this year, too, but not nex! 
year. And next year is the yea! 
everybody’s got to be thinking about 
Roosevelt will be in office and that 
will be the best possible politica! 
circumstance we may enjoy, but the 
pressure from all around, elsewhere 
in the world, will be very great and 
the old forms will be finished, i 
things other than art, but in art, too 

What I say is, for the good of 
everybody, art had better be in there 
trying, because if it isn’t, nothin; 
else will be, excepting the worst 
which is always available and 
always energetic and always trying 
A time of war, a time of confusio1 
of spiritual trauma, of despair—i 
he trying to tell us that that is th 


time, also for art? That’s exact! 
what he’s trying te tell you. 
Many of us are getting along i 


years. We're getting old. Well, man; 
of us had better get young, no mat- 
A lot of 
is going on. A lot oi 
restoring has got to take place. A 
excellent place to lick Hitler and 
other malignancies is in yourself. A 
most incredibly appropriate area i: 
which to destroy assassins is in your 
own work if you are a writer. 

This is not idle talk. I was in New 
York myself for seven weeks and ! 
nave been in the world going on 3% 
years. Many of us had better be 
with the world and 


‘with ourselves and with our work, 


‘and we had better get young and 


work very hard and if possible re- 
move irrelevent profit and loss fron 
our lives and our art. That’s all 
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Broadway 
Pathe News celebrates 30th anni on 
Nov. 11. 


Hal Matson, literary 10%er, laid up 
all last week with grippe. 
Arthur Freed _ in town lining up 
Latin talent for Metro filmusical. 
Henry Koster, Universal, due in 
New York this week on vacation. 
East on a 10-day vacation, Lee 
Bowman has returned to the Coast. 
Sam Friedman out ahead of 
Dante. In Philly this week. 


‘Quiet Please,’ current in Los 
Angeles, may be booked into the 

ild. . 
OCharlie McDonald celebrating 20th 


anni with RKO tomorrow (Thurs- 


me 
Obert Bayard Swope wrenched 
knee but was at Empire track Sat- 


rday. 

Sak (Jack) Yorke company man- 
ager of ‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Martin 

k). 
Sol Jacobson, Shubert p.a., in Har- 
risburg most of last week following 
death of his mother. 

Muriel Dickson, Met soprano, 
starting this week on three-months 
concert tour. 

Earle Larimore back from Adiron- 
dacks, reported recovered from pul- 
monary disorder. 

Universal employes tossing a Hal- 
loween dinner and party Friday (1) 
at Holland House. 

Rogers Corner, which was Jack 
Dempsey’s 8th avenue cafe, due to 
open around Nov. 20. ; 

Ziegfeld Club holding first cocktail 
affair of season at Whirling Top 
this (Wed.) afternoon. 

Jessie Dimond, actress-wife of 
stage manager Eddie Dimond, visit- 
ing her parents in Illinois. 

Mark Hellinger feted by Banshees 
at luncheon last week. Also by Joe 
Connolly, King Features prez. 

Charles Butterworth in town from 
the Coast to make a commercial pic- 
ture for Paramount at Astoria. 

Bill Doll agenting Brock Pember- 
ton’s ‘Morality Clause,’ opening out 
of town as ‘Glamour Preferred.’ 


Joe Philipson, who’s leaving the 
J. H. Cooper circuit in a few weeks, 
is making a final swing of the chain. 

Warner Club, Inc., is tossing its 
inaugural Thanksgiving dance and 
party Nov. 23 at Hotel Commodore. 

Milton Berle to the Coast Friday 
(1) on his 20th-Fox film assignment. 
Brother Frank precedes him, driving 
west. 

Benny Leonard back in cafe biz. 
Will take over former Dave’s Blue 
Room. Dave has new spot on West 
58th. 

Jane Froman back from Miami, 
where she went to recover from 
laryngitis. Opens soon at the Ver- 
sailles, N. Y. 

Two gals staged a fight at the Par- 
amount Monday (28) over Roosevelt 
and Willkie during the showing of 
the newsreel. 

Bricktop may depart the class 
nitery room atop the Coq Rouge, re- 
cently opened for the Harlemesque 
Frenchwoman. 


Mort Blumenstock, Warner Bros. 


eastern ad-publicity chief, back from | 


two weeks’ vacation in Florida sport- 
ing a coat of tan. 
Group of 25 newspaperfolk went 


up to Albany to take tht train ride | 


back on Saturday (26) with Cecil B. 
DeMille and Gary Cooper. 


Will Whitmore, Western Electric 


assistant advertising solicitor, bedded | 


by a recurrence of painful eye trou- 


ble which keeps him in a dark room. | 
Joe Forest has resigned as assist- | 


ant to Milt Silver of National Screen 
Service to go into the theatre adver- 
tising and printing business for him- 
self. 

Christine Marston, former Mrs. 
Irving Aaronson, wife of the maestro, 


has taken over a West 57th street | 


dramatic studio which she will ope- 
rate. 

United Artists hosted a_trade- 
press luncheon for Louella O. Par- 
sons yesterday (Tuesday ) 


week, 

Script agent Bill Dozier cocktailed 
eastern story eds, agents and pub- 
lishers at Hotel Ambassador Thurs- 
day (24). He returned to the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday X 
_Brother Billy Stein’s leg amputa- 
tion is doing nicely now, everything 


Considered; hence Jules C. Stein } 
(MCA) and his wife left for the 
Coast over the weekend. 

Ellen (Mrs. Irving) Berlin, elec- 


tioneering for F. D. R.. got into the 
public prints twice with news squibs 
of her political activities, due to 
Wall Street heckling, etc. 
Flossie Freedman, English 
matic coach, just arrived in 
York has left for the Coast where 


she is scheduled to tutor several | 


film players on voice, diction, etc. 


John W. Considine, Jr., on the way 

ack to the Coast, via stopoffs at 
Washington and Omaha, latter to 
discuss with Father Flanagan ‘Men of 
Boys Town,’ 
broduce. 


Claire Trevor, currently in New | 


ork, is d 


ickering for a Broadway 
show. 


; If it doesn’t jell she'll leave 
In about two more weeks for the 
Coast. She’s a freelancer and has 
no picture commitments. 

Eddie Sherman, on way to Coast, 
met Carole Landis boarding same 
Plane in Chicago. Her good health 


Surprised the vaude booker, who | 


out of a date on her plea of illness 
via phone to N. Y. 

Bob Weitman is being called the 
benefit king, what with arranging 
shows on the cuff Thursday night 


ning for the annual Par dinner-dance 


ema Lodge. 





Reno 


By Leola McDonald 





anniversary with Larry Kent and 
his orchestra 


Inglis Fletcher, author of ‘Ra- 
leigh’s Eden,’ best seller here to 
speak to clubwomen. 

1940 Ice Frolics, direct from 


Golden Gate Exposition with Char- 
lyss and Girl Revue, at The Dog 
House. 

Georgia Drake, all-American 
model, sightseeing in Reno en route 
across continent in personal appear- 
ance tour. 

Whitney Bourne Griffis divorced 
Stanton Griffis here Oct. 23. No ali- 
mony and maiden name of Helen 
Whitney Bourne restored. 

The Town House, Reno night club 
with cowpuncher atmosphere fea- 
turing Jim and Bill Donaldson, billed 
as ‘direct from Roxy theatre, New 
York.’ 

Nevada resident, Major Fleisch- 
man, sold to the Government his 
218-foot motor yacht Haida 


purposes in southern waters. 

Reno’s No. 1 divorcee at the mo- 
ment, Constance Bennett, is staging 
Civic Auditorium for benefit of Ref- 
chance on $1,500 fur coat with every 
ticket. 

Leslie Curtis (Mrs. A. L. Kitsel- 
man), author of the first published 
Reno book on divorce, ‘Reno Rev- 
eries’ closed her Pyramid Lake dude 
ranch to winter in Palm Springs. 
Will author a book on famous old 
Piper Opera House of Comstock 
days. 

The George Palmer Putnams and 
Armine Von Tempski, author of 


selection for November, to spend 
Thanksgiving at Flying Flapjack 
Ranch at Winnemucca, Nev., where 
book was written. Alfred Ball, Hol- 
Iywood scenarist and husband of 
Von Tempski, also will be a mem- 
ber of the party. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











s Plenty of | 
social fol-de-rol for Lolly’s gang all | 


dra- | 
New | 


sequel which he will | 


El Patio ballroom celebrated 12th 


a variety amateur show Nov. 15 at} 


ugees of England. Will give away a | 


‘Born In Paradise,’ Literary Guild | 


| 


London 


Jr.. 





Bud Flanagan, is with the 


(24) for The Pioneers, following eve- | George Black production office. 


Henry Sherek abandoned his Cri- 


and Saturday eve (26) for the Cin- | terion Revue after signaturing Claire 


Luce, Hermione Baddeley and Wal- 


iter Crisham. 


| 





to be | 
heavily armed and used for patrol | 


Elsie Carlisle lined up her new | 


vaudeville unit for the sticks, ‘Car- 
lisle’s Express,’ with entire action 
taking place in train setting. 

George Reynolds, for over 20 years 
with the Stoll organization, and one 
time manager of Alhambra, has 
joined the Jack Hylton office. 

Norma Dawn, 


vet’ at Hippodrome, 
Lieutenant - Commander 
Hart. 

Clement Butson, head of Black- 
pool Tower Co., would like to re- 
ceive word occasionally from the 


engaged to 
Paterson- 


many American acts who’ve played | 


for him. 

Paul Stein dickered for to co- 
direct Leslie Howard’s ‘Mister Pim- 
pernel,’ in which Howard stars as 
well as directs. Will be distributed 
by Anglo-American. 

Paul Stein turned down directing 
job of first picture of new ‘Saint’ 
series which Bill Sistrom is doing 
for RKO-Radio, with Leslie Fenton 
as most likely replacer. 

Jerry Freeman, managing director 
of Anglo-American Film Corp., has 
formed production unit to produce 


|three Edgar Wallace films, with 
|David MacDonald directing, and 





Eddie Blaine has quit acting for | 
| keeps to sell insurance. 


Mrs. Pat Notarianna, 
Knox exhib, has just 
daughter. 

Lois Miller pulled out for Atlan- 
tic City again to organlog at National 
Dairy Show. 


wife of the 
cradled a 





tor’s lad, now on the road as a 
checker for M-G. 
Al Kavelin used a local femme 


vocalist, Flo Parker, during his Auto 
| Show engagement. 

| Ann Grace quit the Virginia 
Manch dancers at the Yacht Club to 
organize her own line. 

Songwriter Herb Magidson rushed 
from the Coast at receiving word 
father was seriously ill. 

Dorothy McGuire joined ‘Time of 
Your Life’ here as general under- 
study for all femme roles. 

Bob Finkel, son of Southside ex- 
&ibitor, playing lead in Playhouse’s 
opener, ‘See My Lawyer.’ 


AAFC releasing. 


Evening Standard devoted its en-| 
tire editorial space (one column) to, 
laudatory comment on ‘The Mortal | 


Storm’ (M-G), declaring it to be the 
finest and most effective propaganda 
film ever produced. 

Jack Doyle and Movita are split- 
ting, both maritally and _ profes- 


sionally and Doyle is trying to book | 


himself to Australia, claiming his 
wife has to return to America to see 
her parents who are ill. 

Vic Oliver performing for the first 
time with his wife, Sara Churchill. 


| Started tour in sticks, opening Black- 


pool, in revue which comprises sev- 
eral sketches from Noel Coward re- 
vues, besides doing his act. 
Lillie co-stars. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








The Silver Shield, 
County nitery, shuttered. 
The ‘Ice Follies of 1941’ booked 


St. Louis 


| for a five-night stand at the Arena, 


starting Nov. 5. 
Curt Jones, oldtime blackface 
comedian, is a projectionist at the 
Criterion theatre. 
Paul Beisman, 


manager of the 


| American theatre, back after a plane 


Chuck Steinhauser, the radio edi- | 


| Shirley Heller at Villa Madrid, op- | 


| position spot to her brother Sol Hel- 
ler’s nitery, the Yacht Club. 

| Jim Lindsay, for three years tech- 

nical director at the Playhouse, has 

joined Harris publcity départment. 
Dixie Fassnacht, ex-Southland 

Rhythm Girls, has opened her own 


cafe, Dixie’s Bar of Music, New Or- | 


leans. 

Gene Kelly back to New York to 
begin rehearsals in ‘Pal Joey’ after 
visit with folks here following Mex- 
ico vacation. 

Bill Fields in ahead of the Lunts, 
but goes back to NI York in two 


K New 
weeks and will p.a. 


John Pollock 


‘There Shall Be No Night’ tour. 


Philadelphia 





Frankie Richardson has purchased 
a piece of Montgomery’s Cafe. 

Sonny Saunders and Kay Allen, 
new vocalists with Joe Frasetto’s 
WIP house band. 

Elsie Jones, nitery warbler of 


| prohibition era, making a comeback 
at Drury Lane Rhythm Bar. 

Ed Kramer, former maitre at Jack 
| Lynch's, now holding down similar 
| chore at Evergreen Casino. 

Joe McGrath, one-time member of 
the Arcadia and Anchorage staff, 
now banquet manager at Club Bali. 
Bill Lang, KYW gabber, back in 
harness after recuperating from an 
operation, Ditto 
lon. : 
Carroll's, Wainut street nitery, Is 
switching to a sepia policy after 
month’s experiment of a production- 
type show. 
3 Boland and Bickley Reichner 
held a ‘preview’ party last Sunday 
(26) for their new Mask and Wig 


Only the previous day had let her ' tunes for the social set. 


| 





WPEN’s Joe Dil-| 


trip to New York. 

The Mummers will give four per- 
formances of ‘Mr. Pim Passes By’ 
in their penthouse theatre. 

Henry King and orch, featuring 
Donald Novis, began three-week 
stand Thursday (24) at the Chase 
Club. 

Helen Olheim, songbird of the 
New York Met, was first of the fea- 
tured artists of the Concordia Semi- 
nary Lyceum programs. 

Robert H. Schulman, publicity di- 
rector for the United Charities, Inre., 
composed ‘Jchn Doe’s' Marching 
Song,’ published locally. 

Marguerite Grace and Mrs. Fred 
G. Carpenter directing membership 
drive for St. Louis Little theatre. 
Goaling for 2,000 members. 

Helen Traubel, native songbird, 
paused here to aid local sympnh so- 
ciety’s membership drive. She will 
appear later in season as a soloist. 

John F. Kiburz, vet flutist with the 
St. Louis symph orch, has been suc- 
ceeded by his son. The elder Kiburz 
is retiring after 41 years of service. 

Viadimir Golschmann, recently 
naturalized, back in town and prep- 
ping for his 10th consecutive 
son as baton-waver for the St. Louis 
symph orch. Season starts Nov. 1 

Arnold Berger, manager of the 
Drive-In theatre, DesPeres, Mo., per 





mitted conscriptionees showing reg- 
istration certificates to see show 
cuffo. Theatre closed Sunday (27) 
Bill Zalken making bow as pro- 
moter Will present the ‘National 
Barn Dance’ radio troupe Nov. 16 
and Jeanette MacDonald the follow- 
ing day. Zalken also is publicity di- 
rector for the Municipal Theatre 
Assn. and St. Louis symph society) 
Mi li 
By Les Rees 
Ethel Shutta into Curley’s night 
club. 


Bob Long, M-G home-office audi- 
tor, off to Kansas City after brief 
stay here. 


Freddie Fisher’s ‘Schnickelfritz’ 
band rounding out five months at 
Happy Hour nitery. 

Moe Levy off for Coast on first 
lap of nation-wide tour of 20th-Fox 
exchanges as S. R. Kent drive} 
leader. 

Harold Kaplan, co-owner and 


manager of the St. Louis Park thea- 
tre, 20 pounds lighter as result of 


dieting. ae 
Orpheum has set George White’s 
‘Scandals, Gere Krupa, the Ink 


London nudist re- | 
cently in George Black’s ‘Black Vel- 


Beatrice | 


sea- | 


Spots and Major Bowes’ ‘1940 Prize 
Winners.’ 

‘Doc’ Howe of National Playgoers 
Guild in from New York for con- 
ference with Minnesota stock com- 
| pany heads. 

Will Osborne orchestra, with Ly- 


|dia and Joresco, into Hotel Nicol- | 


| lett’s Minnesota Terrace, succeeding 
| Bernie Cummings. 
Glen Gray orchestra flew in from 
, Buffalo, closing there Thursday night 
(24) and opened here at Orpheum 
the next afternoon. 

Ben Blotcky, Twin City Variety 
‘club Chief Barker and Paramount 
branch manager, under doctor’s care, 
| but sticking on job. 

Hotels and night clubs completely 
sold out and turned ’em away last 


| week end as result of Minnesota- 
|Iowa homecomin football game 
| crowds. ¢ 


Cocoanut Grove, one of city’s big- 
gest niteries, closed for more than a 
year, reopening with local bands, but 
_for only two nights a week, Fridays 
/and Saturdays. 

Charlie Stofiet, M-G’s North Da- 
_kota salesman, won trip to com- 

pany’s ‘Victory Dinner’ at Detroit, 
| gold watch and $100 in cash for best 
| Sales record in his division. 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 





Margo to Hollywood after a sum- 
mer sojourn here. 

Arcady Boytler, pic director and 
exhibitor, taking flying lessons. 

Sai Shoki, Korean dancer, giving 
recitals at the Palace of Fine Arts 
(National Theatre). 

Eva Liminana (Mrs. Jose Bohr) 
has opened a hotel at Acapulco, his- 
toric Pacific port-resort. 
| John Gunther, the ‘Inside’ author, 
to Guatemala after gathering Mexi- 
can dope for his ‘Inside America.’ 
Adriana Lamar, screen actress, 
' studying warbling at radio station 
| XEQ here with a view to air per- 
| forming. 
| Mexico’s veteran matador is Pepe 
| Ortiz. Fifteen years in the blood 
}and sand game and only a few 


| scratches, and a fat bankroll, to 
show for it. 
Emilio Azcarraga, owner and 


| Operator of the select Cine Teatro 
| Alameda and local radio stations 
| XEW and XEQ, back from treatment 
| at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. 

| There are some American tourists 
; here, but in numbers that are dis- 
|appointingly small. Looks pretty 
black for the night spots unless 


more customers come from the U. S. | 


Amalia S. Cardenas, Mexico’s first 
lady, was Metro’s guest at a privat: 


» 


showing of ‘Gone with the Wind’ at | 


the Cine Iris. President-elect Gen. 
|! Avila Camacho was recently simi- 
larly guested. 

Dolores del Rio scheduled to ar- 
rive here during Christmastide to 


play the lead in a revival of ‘Santa’ | 


(‘Saintess’), the original of which 
was Mexico’s first talker, produced 
in 1930 by Antonio Moreno, 





Deen Aires 


| By Ray Josephs 
; United Artists completing plans for 
first South American sales conven- 


tion. 

Yamandu Rodriguez signed for 
five-year writing pact by Lumiton 
Films. 

Revue based on film ‘Rebecca’ 
opened at Casino with Carmen 
Lamas. 

talian operetta company directed 
by Paride Grandi opened series at 


Theatre Smart. 

New show at Ta-Ba-Ris. No. 
vaude night club here, includes the 
Herbert Taylor Dancers, Harry Fleer, 
baritone, and Virginia and Edward. 
dance team, 

Commision Nacional de Cultura has 
accepted new play by Edmundo 
Bianchi Uruguayan author, to be pro- 


duced next season at the Teatro Na- 


cional de Comedia. 


‘Gone,’ closed 


at the Broadway 
continues at the Ideal. ‘If I Had My 
Way’ and ‘The Big Guy’ at Rex: 
‘Sidewalks of London’ and ‘Great | 
McGinty’ at Normandie; ‘Shop | 
Around the Corner’ at Ambassador: 
‘Dr. Cyclops’ at the Opera. 
* 
Memphis 
By Harry Martin 
Variety Club flinging Hallowe’e: 
party Saturday night (26). 
Folks finally gettiy round to 
rhumba and conga in these parts. 


| Civic Theatre preems season tonight 


(Wednesday) with ‘Warrior’s Hus- 
band.’ 
| Clint Bolton of Paramount in to 


peat drums for deMille’s 
Mounted.’ 

Night football a show biz head- 
ache. Even the freshman games are 
pulling crowds. 

Palestine Mitchell, Jackson (Tenn.) 
singer, joins George Olsen show at 
Rice in Houston. 


“Northwest 


Ted Weems’ orch in Friday (1) to’ 


replace George Hamilton in Skyway 
at Peabody hotel. 

Dick Aldrich planed in and out for 
quickie visit with frau, Gertrude 
Lawrence, here two days in ‘Sky- 
| lark.’ x 
| Howard Waugh gifting local press 
}with pigeons re ‘Dispatch From 
| Reuter’s.’ Lads confused on getting 
' Waugh bird. 


‘ | 


Hollywood 


| Rebert North recovered from flu. 


| William F. Rodgers confabbing at 
' Metro. 


George Raft back from an eastern 
vacation. 
| Judy Garland went for a tonsil 
| snipping. 
W. C. Fields to Saboba Hot Springs 
| for a rest. 


| David Sarnoff and Tim Whelan to 
| Del Monte. 
Sid Shaw recovering from an ap- 


| pendectomy. 


| Ned Brown operating his own lit- 


erary agency. 
Hal Roach to the hospital 
stomach treatment. 


Town is flooded with gags about 
that nitery incident. 

George ‘Gabby’ Hayes hospital- 
ized for observation. 


_ Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., back after 
six weeks in the east. 


Leon Schlesinger resting at home 
under doctor’s orders. 


John Joseph to Carmel for his first 
vacation in three years. 

Natalie M, Kalmus returned from 
her Massachusetts farm. 

Lew Seiler reading scripts while 
vacationing at Arrowhead. 

Rosalind Russell to Kansas City 
for a child welfare benefit. 
| Bill Lyon back to work after re- 
| covering from auto injuries. 

Edward Everett Horton back for 
pictures after a year in legit. 

Buck Herzog writing a series of 
film yarns for Milwaukee Sentinel. 

Bert Wheeler reported at Para- 
mount after an eastern stage tour. 

Meyer Schine looking over prod- 
uct for his New York theatre chain. 

Susan Fox drew three-month leave 
of absence from RKO to go into legit, 

Rose Joseph opened publicity of- 
fice with David Alison as associate. 

Tyrone Power and Annabelia back 
— a tour of the southwestern des- 
erts. 

Irving Wallace in town after hunt 
for story material in Japan and 
China. 

Louis B. Mayer bought two Aus- 
tralian-bred colts for his racing 
stable. 

Merian C. Cooper returned from 
a month in New York and Wash- 
ington. 
| Don Dickerman checked out of 
| the Pirates Den and is heading for 
| Florida. 

Arthur Doyle succeeded Dell Good- 
man as Far Eastern manager for 
| 20th-Fox. 

The Joe E. Browns adopted a 
Pittsburgh infant, named him Joe E, 
Brown II. 
| Masquers gamboled Lambs in 
| Hollywood, with Willie Collier toast- 
| ing and roasting. 

Billy Mann, the last of the Yacht 
Club Boys in Hollywood, joined the 
Lew Irwin agency. 

Mickey Rooney and Lewis Stone 
doing a short for the national Com- 
munity Chest drive. 

Richard J. Brenner arrived from 
| Chile for studio huddles at Metro 
|on South American releases. 
| Pat West and frau wrote a new 
song, ‘Stick to Your Guns,’ .to be 
sold for the benefit of British war 
| relief. 

Martin ‘Moe’ Snyder was freed in 
Superior Court on charges of shoot- 
ing Merle Alderman, mate of Ruth 
Etting. 

Bill Boyd is celebrating his sixth 
year aS a cOwboy this week and his 
52d western picture with Harry 
Sherman. 

Frank Morgan filed $78,000 damage 
suit against a tire company for in- 
juries sustained in a motor crash 
last December. 

Blake McVeigh engaged by Monroe 
Greenthal to handle the Charles 
Chaplin picture, ‘The Great Die- 
tator,’ during its run at the Carthay 
Circle in Los Angeles. 





for 








Kansas City 


By Jehn Quinn 


Resident theatre opened season 
with ‘Margin for Error,’ in for two 
weeks currce/ tly. 

Chick Allison partied by radio peo- 


ple before departing to his new as- 
ment at WLW. 

Jimmy Nixon, Music Hall chief. re- 
ported greatly improved but till 
confined after his recent auto crash. 

Monroe Rubinger in town from 
Chi and spending some time at the 
Warner exchange getting out copy on 
‘Reuters.’ 

Betty Grable made a-one-day 
stop to visit her sister, Mrs. Dave 
Arnold, before going into Chi for a 
personal. 

John McManus, Midland theatre 
manager, out of the hospital but still 
giving an infected knee the benefit of 
the doubt. 

Phil Spitalny brought his ‘Hour of 
Charm’ orch show to the Music Hall 
for a Sunday night net broadcast on 
behalf of charity 

Leo Carrillo signed by the Amerie 
can Royal to lead the parade and 
m.c. the coronation ball at the open- 
ing of the annual stock show Nov. 9. 
| Charles Laughton did a quickie 
ip.a. at the Orpheum for manager 
| Lawrence Lehman on opening day of 

‘They Knew What They Wanted’ 
'(RKO), 


< 
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HUBERT WILKE 


Hubert Wilke, 85, retired light 
opera baritone who once appeared 
with Marie Tempest and Lillian 
Russell, died after a two months’ ill- 
ness Oct. 22 at his home in Yonkers, 
ae 

Born in Stettin, Germany, Wilke 
studied voice at the Leipzig Conserv- 
atory. He made his debut in the 
‘Pied Piper of Hamelin,’ and later 
received a medal from Emperor 
Franz Josef of Austria for his per- 
formance in ‘Tales of Hoffman.’ 


OBITUARIES 


‘Accused,’ 
!*Poison Pen’ and ‘Action for Slan- 


Syn,’ ‘Four Just Men,’ 


der.’ 





CAPT. JOHN PETERS 

Capt. John Peters, for years an 
animal trainer with,the Barnum & 
| Bailey shows, died Oct. 21 in Santa 
| Rosa, Cal., where he had been re- 
|siding for a number of years on a 
farm owned by a friend. 

Santa Rosa knew the aged man 
'as ‘Old John.’ It did not know his 
background of sawdust and spangles 
and, in later years, film acting. 





He distinguished himself at the peters came to America from Ger- 
famous Ring theatre catastrophe in| many 50 years ago and hired out 


Vienna where more than 800 persons | 
were burned to death on Dec. 
1881. 
and guided some of the audience 


, 


through exits just before the roof/t, have been their last night with|died in his New York apartment 


fell. 


Wilke came to America in 1882! after the accident but retired ac- | tack. 


largely through the efforts of Hein- 
rich Conried, who later became di- 


rector of the Metropolitan Opera) in wild animal pictures and as a star been a reporter for the Jewish Daily 


Co. After making his first American | 
appearance at the old Thalia theatre, 
New York, he later played with Lil- 
lian Russell in ‘The Grand Duchess’ 
and was seen in ‘The Fencing Master’ 
with Marie Tempest. He also had 
parts in ‘The Typhoon,’ ‘The Climax,’ | 
‘Cinderella Man,’ ‘L’Aiglon’ and ‘The 
Oolah’ with Francis Wilson. 


A member of the Friars and The 
Lambs, he is survived by a son and 
two daughters. His wife died last 
year. Funeral services were held 
last Thursday (24) in Yonkers and 
eremation followed. 





MICHAEL A. SWITOW 
Michael A. Switow, 76, operator 
with his two sons of a string of mo- 


Wilke jumped from the wees | 


|the U. S. and Canada. 


with the Barnum shows as an ani- 
mal man. Twenty years ago in Chi- 
cago he saw his wife, a high trapeze 
worker, plunge to her death. It was 
the show. Peters worked his lions 
cording to plan. 

In Hollywood, he did some work 
double. He was badly mauled by 
a wrestling bear some years back. 
A son survives. 





FLORENCE O’CONNOR 

Florence O’Connor, eldest of the 
six singing O’Connor Sisters 
vaudeville, died Thursday (24), in 
Toronto, It was the first break in an 
act that reached the top a couple of 
decades ago when the six girls 
played all the major circuits across 
At first, there 
were only four of the O’Connor girls 
in the troupe and then two younger 
ones joined the act, 

Surviving are her husband, Co- 
roner Dr. W. J. O'Hara, Toronto; 
two sons, Feter and John; a daugh- 





tion picture houses in Kentucky and 


William 





Indiana, died last week in Louisville. 
Opening his first picture house in 
Jeffersonville, Ind., he expanded to 
New Albany, Salem and New Bed- 
ford, Ind., and opened houses in 
Frankfort, Lexington and Louisville, 
Ky. In all he launched 33 houses, 
many of which he sold after they 
became successful. Switow had been 
in failing health since he suffered a 
stroke six years ago, and was strick- 


| 
| 


en with cerebral hemorrhage, which | 


caused his death. 


A native of Warsaw, Switow be- 
came a salt mine worker in Hun- 
gary at the age of 18 and later made 
his way to Germany, where he la- 
bored in the construction of the Kiel 
Canal. At 27 he migrated to the 
United States, where he engaged in 
various business endeavors, including 
the bakery business, and became in- 
terested in the late Carl Laemmle’s 
picture house in Chicago. Purchas- 
ing a projection machine and chairs 
from Laemmle, Switow set up his 
first motion picture show, from 


which he later expanded until he | 


controlled his Kentucky-Indiana 
string of houses. 

Surviving are his widow, three 
sons, Samuel J., Harry R. and Fred 
T: Switow, all associated with him in 
M. Switow & Sons; two daughters 
and 13 grandchildren. 





ATHOLE STEWART 

Athole Stewart, 61, actor and di- 
rector who appeared continuously 
on the stage and screen since 1901, 
died Oct. 22 in Buckinghamshire, 
England. Since the outbreak of the 
war he had been attached to the 
British Foreign Office. 

Stewart made his debut in Eng- 


ter, Eileen; a brother, John; her five 


| 4 
01 } 1S | Widow, daughter, four sisters and 
|a brother survive. 
| 
} 


sisters, Mrs. Ada Woods, Montreal; 
Mrs. Michael Orben, New York; 
Mary, Kathleen and Vera, Toronto. 





SOLOMON 
Solomon 


JACOBSON 
Jacobson, 80, retired 


| Buffalo theatreman, died in Buf- | 22ncing. 


falo of a heart ailment after a 
short illness. He was president of 
the old Olympic theatre, Buffalo, and 
later president of the Lafayette The- 
atre Co. in that city. He was also 
president of the Rochester Theatre 
Co., which owns the property now 
under lease by Loew’s, Rochester, 
ie + 

Jacobson was the last of a group 
|of Buffalo businessmen who became 
| successful theatre operators in the 
| 1920s, and who, after building for- 
tunes as first-run exhibitors, lost 
| practically all of their theatre hold- 
|ings during the depression. 








BEVERLY T. WHITE 
Beverly T. White, 76, died suddenly 
of heart attack in Chicago on Oct. 24. 
White was ene of the real old-time 
circus press agents, and dated back to 
the early days of the century in the 
| outdoor show business. He was as- 
| sociated with practically every one 
|of the big circuses and carnivals. 
Before going into show biz White 
had been a Chicago newspaperman 
and was a reporter on the Chicago 
Record and Chicago Tribune. 
Funeral arrangements handled by 


| cago. 





ELMER A. SHARD 





ager of the Monte Vista and Emery, 
|nabe filmeries in Cincinnati, and long 


of | 


the Showmen’s League of America | 
and burial in Showman’s Rest, Chi- | 


Elmer A. Shard, 53, partner-man- | 


—. 





; set, and even danced before the Pope. 
He travelled extensively through Eu- 
rope and the Far East and was spon- 
sored in New York by Lady Astor, 








Continued 





CLARENCE HERITAGE 


Clarence Heritage, whose family 
name was Clarence Gibson, died 
Sunday (27) in New York of old) 
age. He had been on the stage 60 
years. 
| Heritage began his theatrical 
|career as a member of the Walnut) 
'Street theatre, Philadelphia, and 
|played with Mary Anderson and in 
|Bartley Campbell’s ‘Matrimony’ at 
the Standard theatre, New York, in 


which Variety has obtained from 
the Government's Office of Reports, 
New York, with contracts amounting 
to $601,000,000 and California (air- 
plane and shipbuilding industries) 
with $408,000,000 lead the sectional 
allocation. Other states to which ar- 
mament and industrial orders have 
beer given in excess of $100,000,000 
are Connecticut, Illinois, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jer- 








$7,800,000 B. O. Hypo 


from page 1 





boats being spent in Bayonne 
the variety of expenditures by the 
Governmentis amazing. There's a 
sewage disposal plant in Stockton 
Cal. ($35,750); mechanical clocks 
from Thomaston, Conn. ($24,345): 
trailers from Bradenton, Fla. ($29. 
197); intestinal clamps from Chicago 
($6,433); cable for ocean mines from 
Marion, Ind. ($138,000); helmets 
from Davenport, Ia. ($34,368); serge 


NJ, 








1880. For several years he acted with 

|Mme. Modjeska, and with Rhea. 
|More recently he was in ‘Seven 
Days Leave’ on tour, and in ‘The 
Garden of Allah.’ 
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LEON HOFFMAN 
Leon Hoffman, 40, for the past 18 
years, press agent for Maurice 


‘Schwartz, Yiddish actor-producer, 


‘Sunday night (27) of a heart at- 


1940. They total $7,900,000,000. 
and $5,000,000,000 additional will be 
months. 


Prior to joining Schwartz's Yid- 
dish Art Theatre group Hoffman had 














Contracts have been let by the Federal government for military and 
industrial supplies as a part of the national defense program amount- 
ing to some $10,000,000,000, distributed in various sums to every state, ter- 

ritory and island possessions of the country. 
The tabulation herewith represents only the contracts let since June, 
It is estimated that between $4,000,000,000 


placed during the winter and spring 

















performer, who appeared in a com- 
edy act known as Weber and Elliot 
a  eryeony ago, died of a heart at- 
tack at his home in Laurelton, L. L, 
Oct. 23. More recently he had been 
a teacher of elocution, singing and 


John Lewis’ Opinion 

Vast slack which is to be taken up 
in unemployment is shown in the 
estimate of CIO labor chief John L. 
Lewis in his radio speech last Fri- 
day (25) evening. Looking at the 
subject through the darkest possible 
| glasses, Lewis admitted that unem- 
ployment will shortly be down to 
5,000,000 persons. This compares 

JOSE (PEPE) JUNCO with 1930 when the American Fed- 

Jose (Pepe) Junco, 49, one of the | eration of Labor gave as an official 
|best known of Mexico City vaude| figure 4,770,000 unemployed. The 
|and revue impresarios, died of| number mounted to 13,723,000 in 
ltyphoid at his home in the Mexican | 1933 and was more than 8,000,000,000 
capital, Oct. 24. Widow and two}! in 1937, the best year since the de- 
|young children survive. pression and an excellent one for 
| Homage in the form of dead sil-| show business, 
|}ence was paid him in several thea- Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
\tres the night he died, in Washington predicted last week 
that business and industrial activity 
in 1941 should expand to take in at 
least 2,000,000 more persons. ‘Cou- 
pled with conscription,’ the bureau 
said, ‘that should reduce the nation’s 
unemployed—who are placed at be- 
tween 8,000,000 and 9,000,000—by 
about 2,500,000.’ 

What the boom means to one com- 
munity alone is exemplified in 
Brooklyn, where the Navy Yard now 
has a daily payroll of $110,000. 
There are 15,500 workers at the 


| 





Surviving are his widow, Theresa, 
; and three brothers. 











WILLIE NIMKIN 

Willie Nimkin, about 50, died Oct. 
24 of a heart attack. He was a veteran 
stage manager and had been at the 
Music Box, N. Y., with the ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ show since its 
opening. Previously, he was stage 
mgr. at the Paramount, N. Y., for 
four years, 





LINCOLN G. DICKEY 

Lincoln G. Dickey, 54, who headed 
the Cleveland Exposition and was | 
associated with Billy Rose in the 
Aquacade productions, died  sud- 
'denly Oct. 25 of a heart attack in| 
New York. 

Further details in vaudeville sec- 
tlon, 





Constructing one battleship alone, 





are 4,250 men employed. 
Some idea 


can be gleaned from _ contracts 
awarded in one day (Friday, Oct. 
25) by the Army Quartermaster De- 
pot in Philadelphia. They included 
8,079,000 pairs of tan cotton socks, 
4,600,000 yards of twill uniform ma- 
terial and 1,800,000 yards of duck 








EMLYN THOMAS 

Emlyn Thomas, British band leader, | 
died in London recently, after a 
short illness. His was the first of 


Yard, plus 1,200 on WPA payrolls. | 
the 35,000-ton North Carolina, there | 


of what the defense | 
program means to private industry | 


Forward. The allocation by states foliows: 
AIADAMA. cc ccccccscccccccoeses $9,000,000] New Mexico. ....ccccccccccece 154,000 
ERNWAY L. BEYEA Asien 285.000 | New York. cain Pubs ae eNSSGAN SA 601,000,000 
, P PAS ee eet Wer te a Seeeh ORPONINE. .00s608eeceave 27,000,000 
Ernway L. Beyea, 59, died Friday j Arkansas ...5seeeeeeeeeeeeees 700,000 | an Wade. t tte er 80 008 
(night (25) of a heart attack in New | California jebeponusessenseees 408, 000,000 | Ohio ...- pieaseiwiesebsenadnae 171,000,009 
Sect : gu, | COIOMRAO a cccccccccccccrccccs 5,200,000 | BEOMR ascccrstvecsesvcess 2,500, 
York. He was a junior executive in | MemnneMOUt cc. ccccccsencvnes SIR MN | CHOBE. ivos.iacesceveecvercede 1,400,000 
| the theatre accounting department of | Delaware pibaahea dees sass kad 21.500, 000 Pennsytvania Reet Ee te 819,008,089 
; PIorida .cccccccccccvcscccecce 23,000, BOGS BMG cccccccccscocess , ‘ 
|Paramount at its home office and! Georgia (fT 21,000,000] South Carolina......:..++.++« 49,500,000 
i|had been with the company since | Idaho ........cceeeeeeseeeeee Pe oid cue South PER iwineiacte Sexes 11.9 
} j CRUE. nv 0000 oseaeescnse seus 85, q WURONNBR cevccccccccccvecece 000, 4 
| 1923, when he switched from South- | {!inols. escebne ese eeakhenoes TE NE gon kcsascccnescnetecses6 50,000,000 
;ern Enterprises, which was taken{| Iowa .........+.seeeeceeeeeee . CTE. cic lvcaterad bite ceeukyts 7,500,000 
u ; TEAMGRD scccccvcceevccceseces S,000,000 | Vermont c.cccccccccccccccces 290,000 
over by Par at about that time. ie eee 4,000,000 | Virginia ..c..cccccocccccccces $20,000,000 
Leaves a son and daughter. Burial! Louisiana 11.2.2... 2 eee cece 7,000,000 Washington yccuuiirensssss 161,000, 000 
i on cs caugeuiseanheseeaen 52,000,000} West Virginia..............0 ,150, 
= Alfred, N. Y. DEREVIONE o.cicccdcvcccvecsoses 140,000,000 | Wiscongin ...cccccccccccccece 18,000,000 
Massachusettes ..cccccccccece 293,000,000 | Wyoming ...ccccccccccccccce 8 oe yond 
EEE. cute Gh ote-avev ice ee ES Me Wiig. ou yh ho 4000s eeeensd 7,600, 00% 
BENJAMIN J. SEAMAN MRMEEie "....-cccsccteccenes SDE MIE, 5c coc oucveccencneses 20,000,000 
Benjamin J Seaman 59 Youngs BEMMRatipRl .cccccccccccececse 400,000 | Canal Zome...ccscccvcesevcoce preys 
ee ° ’ ee hn. ee aaeleaedee bene ee ree 3,500, 
town, O., musician, and secretary Pats RRR aa setae: tee Comte a Dive eeensoas ee0nees ery 
the local musicians’ union for 25 Nebraska ...cscesccccccccsce 5, 800, 04 IrMin IT. cwsccccesesevccccocs 100, 
“ DEEL. “kde s05546 60000 e002806 58,500] Cuba ..cccseeccccecscerercces 631,000 
years, died of heart trouble Oct. 22! New Hampshire. 02222222223 50,000,006 ——— 
™@ after a year’s illness. He was a | New FJOTHEY occ rcccseccesecccs 273,000,000 Total ..cccsscccccceccecsers $7, 900,000,000 
_charter member of the Youngstown pelemeainntanepapyien ms < 
be dened ee in which he sey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia; caps from Louisville ($1,795); floor 
—> a and Washington. | wax from Baltimore ($552); freight 
Angle of the defense appropria-| elevator in Boston, $18,000; gasoline 
tions of chief interest to showmen is| storage building in the Virgin 
the billions that will be distributed | Island ($537,000); dredging channels 
CHARLES WEBER in wages among workers in hun-|in Hawaii ($1,250,000), etc., etc. 
Charles Weber, 54, former vaude| dreds of non-military industries. Profiting most from defense con- 


tracts let during September was the 
Middle Atlantic region, comprising 
New York, New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania, which holds 33% of all 
contracts. New England is second 
with 18%. States along the south- 
lern part of the Atlantic seaboard 
|are third and the Coast is fourth, 


MARRIAGES 


Mary Meyer to Denis Green, in 
Burbank, Cal., Oct. 19. Both are legit 
players. 

Baroness Lucie Von lLederman- 
|Wartberg to James K. McGuinness, 
\film writer, Oct. 27, at Las Vegas. 


It’s the second for him. 
| Vincent Palmeri, scripter and an- 
{nouncer at WELI, and Rose Arena, 
;}non-pro, Oct. 26 in New Haven. 

Mary Ellen Coady to George Wil- 
liam Fuerst, in San Francisco, Oct. 
19. He’s KPO-KGO (Frisco) traffic 
manager, 

Gladys Clark to Hal McIntyre, in 
San Francisco, Oct. 7. He's KYA 
(Frisco) announcer. 

Bertha Rowland Denham to Ken 
Maynard, in Yuma, Ariz., Oct. 22. 
Both are trouping with Cole Bros. 
circus. 

Helen Mack to Tom McAvity, Oct. 
|} 23 in Santa Barbara, Cal. Bride is 
film player; he’s radio exec with 
Lord & Thomas. 

Verone Walther to Harry Levin- 
|son, in Detroit, Oct. 21. He is De- 
| troit RKO office manager and she is 
candy girl at the Michigan theatre 

Margaret Alice Page to James F. 
Sharkey, in Detroit, announced Oct. 
21. He is RKO branch manager. 








| 








land in 1901 in “The Second in Com- | active in indie exhibitors’ associations 
mand,’ and thereafter his engage-| of that city, died Oct. 24 in the Good 


ments were so numerous as to fill) samaritan hospital there from pneu- | 


three columns in the British ‘Who's monia after an operation. He helped 
Who in the Theatre.’ Stewart came! form and operate one of Cincy’s pio- 


the English jazz bands. He was 
formerly musical director at the 
Chiswick Empire. 

Survived by widow. 





uniform material. In addition, bids 
were taken the same day for 300,000 
feather pillows, 600,000 wool serv- 
ice coats, 940,000 khaki neckties, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Alex Evelove, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Oct. 25. Father is 





to New York on two occasions. In 
1926 he directed the Broadway pro- 
duction of Frederick Lonsdale’s ‘On 
Approval’ and four 
staged the same playwright’s 


ton theatre. In the latter play he 
also appeared as one of the four 
characters. 


Other plays which he either di-| 


rected or in which he had roles were 
‘The Eternal Spring,’ ‘Jane Eyre,’ ‘A 
Man’s House,’ ‘No More Ladies, 
Right of Conquest’ and 
Things Happen at Sea.’ 


‘Worse 


years later 
‘Ca- 
naries Sometimes Sing’ at the Ful- 


| Rudolph Valentino, da 


}a Buenos Aires hospital following a! press department, succumbed Oct. 23. pockets 
’ ‘By | leg amputation. 


Stewart, | break in Paris when he won an in- 
who entered pictures in 1930, was|ternational dancing competition 40 
seen in such films as Edgar Wal-| years ago. 


lace’s ‘The Speckled Band,’ ‘Dr. ‘there, was adopted by the foreig 


|neer poster exchanges before getting 
{into the theatre end of pic business. 
| For the past sev 
Survived by his widow, Lilly; a 
| Son, Elmer, Jr., and a sister, 








CASIMIRO AIN 
Casimiro Ain, who taught the! 
Argentine tango to Lady Astor and | 
ied recently in| 


| 


Ain, born a milkman’s son, got his 





He opened a night club | 
n | 


eral years he was a | 
director of Variety club, Tent No. 3. | 


580,000 wind-resistant cotton jackets, 
420,000 water-resistant jackets, 500,- 
000 pairs of woolen gloves and 1,- 
500,000 barrack bags. 

Same day the Boston Quarter- 
master Depot bought 2,347,000 pairs 
of shoes. This was not an excep- 
tional day at either Depot, which 
gives a small idea of the size of the 


| job Uncle Sam has laid out for him- 
Margaret M. Samuel, mother of| self and the tremendous way in 


Milt Samuel, head of NBC Frisco; which it’s going to put into the 
' of his nephews and nieces 

Survivors include another son and! coins which are sure to jingle on 

two sisters. many a boxoffice sill. 

Aside from such contracts as $3,- 

C. Allen Taylor, head of the ward-| 335,000 covering construction of the 


HENRY C. WALL 

Henry C. Wall, owner of Rich- 
mond and Little theatres, Rocking- ! 
| ham, N. C., died suddenly Saturday 
| (26) at his home in that city. He 
was a manufacturer and educator. 

Operation of his houses is to con- 
tinue. 














a film publicity man. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Turner, son, in 
Oakland, Cal. Father is on KLS 
(Oakland) production staff, 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Pray, daugh- 
ter, in Oakland, Cal., Oct. 18. Father 
is technician at KYA, Frisco. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shugrue, son, 
in Hollywood, Oct. 23. Father is in 
Metro’s camera department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Kingston, daughter 
Oct. 25, in Hollywood. Father is & 
film agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Swanson, 
daughter, in New York, Oct. 29. 
Father is account exec on Lux prod- 





robe department at Warner Bros.,| Army camp at Fort McClellan, Ala- | 
died in Los Angeles, Oct. 24. ibama, and the $6,000,000 for torpedo | 


ucts with the J. Walter Thompson 
agency, 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





British Ambulance Fund 
London, Oct. 14. 

i VARIETY: 
y with you so much for Vari Y 
for Aug. 14 which has just arrived. 

The response to our appeal to the 
theatre personnel of the States is 
coming in now by every mail from 
all parts. We have already received 
sufficient to buy whole trailer ambu- 


lances from Gilbert Miller, Fred | 


Astaire, Sam Eckman, Jr., Laura and 
Irving Asher, Lou and Bernie Hy- 
man, William Morris and from sub- | 
scriptions raised through his agency. | 

We have received donations from 
10c, upwards and I wish I could | 
comehow convey how grateful we 
are to all the kind people who are | 
sending in their dollars from all 
corners of the States. 

It would be more than generous 
if you could publish this letter as_ 
it would give me an opportunity ad 
say ‘thank you’ to all the members 
of the theatre who have already sent | 
their donations and to those who 
are going to do so, as the number 
now coming in make it impossible 
to write a personal letter to each 
although each one is acknowledged. 

So much is happening over here 
every day and all night that I feel 
that never before have these dollars 
been so well spent and I would like 
to assure all donors that every cent’s | 
worth is being obtained from every | 
cent. 








, Barbara Blake. 
(Mrs. Francis S. Blake, 2d, Honorary 
Sec’y, American Artists Ambu- 
lance Ass'n, 16 Old Bond St., Lon- 
don.) 





Ruby Church’s Appeal 
Frederick, Md. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I am an old time vaudeville per- 
former and in a bad way. Need 
some help. Am in the hospital for 
the third tim: this year. My part- 
ner died several years ago and I 
have lived here in retirement ever | 
since. I have been sick one year the | 
10th of next month. Stomach | 
trouble and intestinal ailment and | 
it has taken all I had to go on. I 
still need to stay here for further | 
treatment, but it takes money to, and | 
if I go home I still need aid. My | 
doctor is fine, ever since I cannot 
pay him anymore and he is a good | 
doctor. 

We were known in vaudeville as 
Jack Springer & Ruby Church. 

If you would put a little appeal in 
your paper for me I am sure some- 
one would see it that has known us | 
and respond. I have not any rela- 
tions living at all, and depend on | 
strangers to care for me 4nd they | 
are very kind. I cannot get any | 
clippings or programs for you as I} 
do not want others to go in my 
trunk, and I cannot write anymore. 
Am too weak, but hope you will do 
this for me. 

Ruby Church Pollarine. 

Frederick City Hospital. 





{ing the book.’ 


made without knowledge of the 
course, ‘Writing for the Motion Pic- 
tures,” which has been presented for 
regular credit by the English depart- 
ment of Dartmouth College since the 
| academic year 1938-39. It is only 
| because we take such pride in Dart- 
| mouth’s pioneer work in this field 
| that I call your attention to the over- 
| sight in your story. The script-writ- 
ing course at Dartmouth is being 
sponsored by a number of motion- 
picture leaders in Hollywood, par- 


| 
| 


larly even though it is two or three 
weeks delayed. It is extremely valu- 
able in keeping me in touch with 
what is happening in the radio 
world, both in the U. S. A. and Can- 
ada, a connection which I do not 
want to lose as I have hopes of re- 
turning after all this nonsense is 
finished, 
E. L. Bushnell, 


jizer, British Broadcasting Corp. 
Sainte = 
For Theatre Culture 
New York. 
Editor, Variety: 
The venture described by Valerie | 





ticularly Mr. Walter Wanger, an Leigh Hunt should be a tremendous | 


alumnus of Dartmouth. 


paring material for the course. 

In connection with its motion pic- 
ture course Dartmouth possesses the 
Irving Thalberg Memorial Library 
of Motion Picture Scripts, one of the 
best and largest collections of its 
kind in the country. Great assist- 
ance in the asesmbling of this collec- 
tion was given by Miss Norma 
Shearer, for whose husband’s mem- 
ory the library is named. 

Charles Widmayer. 





(Robert Gessner, instructor in 
NYU’s film course and authority for 
VARIETY’s statement, maintains that 
he was correct. He declares he was 
informed by Prof. Pressey that the 
Dartmouth course includes short 
story and one-act play writing, while 
NYU’s is a full year of nothing but 
training for screen scrivening. It is 
labeled ‘Writing the Screen Treat- 
ment.’—Ed.) 


—_— 


K. K. K. Payoff 
Baltimore. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

Your news story titled ‘Helen Mor- 
gan Not Paid Off by Ku Klux Klan’ 
was accurate with the exception of 
the paragraph which states: ‘Rest of 
the talent were all ‘small’ acts 
booked by Cole, in Baltimore, Some 
of the teams and trios were supposed 
to get as little as $15 and $25 plus 
paying their own expenses, but, from 
what Miss Morgan could hear back- 
stage, it didn’t appear as though 
anybody was being paid.’ 

I should like to correct this, as it 
is entirely false. While it is true, 
the promoter, an Al S. Cole, disap- 
peared at intermission, I paid each 
act their entire agreed-upon salary, 
and the average single salary ex- 


| actors for interviews and autographs, | Cayuga romp to an easy win. 





| 








nerable group to approach. They 
taunt theatre managers, pleading for 
reduced rates on tickets, annoy | 


and attend opening nights as ‘stare- | 
atters’ (to snatch a better phrase | 
from Cornelia Otis Skinner). The 
mass confusion will simmer down at | 
the birth of a lecture program; stu- | 
dents will begin to respect theatre 
artists as individuals whose business 
is concerned with the theatre, not as 
the fresh vibrant ingenue or the 
dashing Rcemeo whose glamour on- 
stage magically transposes them into 
idols away from the footlights. 

Surely the results should produce 
a new and interesting audience in 
the theatre. 

Alison Rogers. 





(Several other letters from stu- 
dents and teachers also expressed 
approval of a ‘Cultural Arts Sym- 
posium’ plan.—Ed.) 


DODGEM CORP. GETS 
GARDEN PIER, A. C. 


Atlantic City, Oct. 29. | 


After turning down several offers, | 
city officials Monday (28) leased the} 
Garden Pier to the Dodgem Corp., 
which closed this week at the N. Y.| 
World’s Fair. Finance’ director 
Daniel Bader announced the terms | 
agreed upon will give the city a 
three-year rental of $8,500, plus a) 
percentage of gross receipts over a! 
certain figure, yet undecided. 


The city rejected an offer of $10,- | 
000 a year from a corporation headed 











ceeded $15 per head, and I paid all | by Fred Fradkin, whose down pay- 


expenses, 
National Theatrical Agency. 
(By Leonard E. Trout.) 


‘Hold Onto Your Billing’ 


Editor, VARIETY: 


In your current issue, an article | 


titled ‘British Writers Flock to 
B’way,’ you menticened the fact that 
‘Guy Bolton wrote the original story 
for ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ with 
Eddie Davis and-Matt Brooks revis- 
Well, just to keep the 
records straight, the original idea and 
story were mine, with Bolton and 
Brooks doing the revising, in asso- 


Oscar Straus Delayed ; ciation with me. 
Sites Yasue New York. In all fairness to both Bolton, who 
Perhaps cae ents tea deta takes credit not due him, and 
about the Reetaah ama pr ‘ie myself, I thought I'd write you this 
famous Viennese composer, O : _ | and let you know. He's a grand guy 
; poser, scar} and a great writer, and it was a 


Straus, which libretto I have writ- 
ten, It is a comic opera entitled 
‘Bozena’ and was accepted for the 
first production in the Staatsopera in 
Vienna a few days before Hitler 
entered in Austria. Then Straus 
and I went to Paris and the opera 
was accepted by the Grand Opera 
in Bordeaux and Opera Comique 
in Paris,. ..and again came Mr 
Hitler! Now Straus will start his 
work in WU. S. A. The plot is a 
Czechoslovakian one. 

It is remarkable that the well 
known composer en route for New 
York is kept back by the Spanish 
authorities on the Spanish-French 
border in spite of the fact that 
Straus some months ago directed a 
sreat concert in Madrid with great 
Success, It is still uncertain in 
Which way the composer of ‘Choco- 
late Soldier’ and ‘Last Waltz’ will be 
able to continue his travels to the 


USA 
Alfred Gruenwald 


Dartmouth’s Film Course 
Fd; Hanover, N. H. 
ttor, VARIETY: 
Oct nyn just come across in the 
stati issue Of VARIETY a news item 
Ha that the screen’ writing 
se recently established at New 
ion University is the only regular 
ourse of its kind, other than that 
= at the University of Southern 
alifornia, for which credit is given 


ly F : 
= Ey American college or univer- 
This 


statement apparently was 


pleasure, an honor and ‘a course in 
playwriting’ working with him. 
Eddie Davis. 


| 


New York. | in 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


P. S.—Mention ‘Hold On to Your | 


Hats,’ 
usual. 


popular-priced matinees, as 


Harlem’s Quiz on Show Biz 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
An organized movement is now on 
foot in Harlem to determine what’s 


| arms. 
| Adams, 


actually wrong with the Negro per- | 


former in show business, and then 
to find an immediate remedy 6&0 as 
to return him to the status he once 
enjoyed in former years. 

We are printing a series 
subject. 


on the 


Dan Burley 
Theatrical Editor, 
N. Y. Amsterdam News 
‘After Nonsense Is Over’ 
London. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I was most grateful to you for the 
publicity you gave to me on my de- 
parture from Canada to take up a 
position at the B.B.C. Needless to 
say we have,had a very interesting 
time since my arrival here. Produc- 
ing programs in such an atmosphere 
is something entirely new to me, but 
in spite of all difficulties we man- 
age to get along quite well. 

I hope you have the opportunity of 
listening to some of our shows, and 
a word or two occasionally about 
them 

I see your publication quite regu- 


ment called for only $1,000. An- 
other offer came from Emerson L. 
Richards, former senator of Atlantic 
County, who said he represented a 
client interested in purchasin& the 
pier property, who at present was 
California. 

The pier, which suddenly aroused 
interested prospective leasing clients, 
includes a theatre, ballroom, boxing 


stadium, and concession’ spaces. 
For a number of years, there was 
talk of the city taking over the 


pier for unpaid taxes, but it was not 
until a few weeks ago, that this was 
done. 


Adams-Watts’ Rodeo 


Scrams Pitt, But Fast 


Oct. 29. 


Pittsburgh, 


Wild West rodeo, jointly sponsored 
by Fraternal Order of Police and 
Islam Grotto for its pension funds 


and charities, quit town in a hurry } 


last week in the early dawn and a 
considerable portion of the 
townspeople who were creditors and | 
holders of unused tickets were up in | 
Rodeo, owned by George V. 
‘Texas cattleman,’ and pro- 
moted by C. E. Watts, of Cleveland, 
also left behind a trail of attachment 
writs. six cowboys and unpaid beauty 
contest winne! 

Sheriff’s office reported wri al 
been filed against Adams 


its had 
2 and Watt 
for $602 


Others, it was understood, 


lare being handled by constables 
Islam Grott ind FOP representa- 
tives hurriedly : red creditor: 


ito the 
|rodeo men could be found 


was 


they would be paid off in full. 

Bad weather here was blamed for 
the collapse of the charity venture. 
Postponed for two days because of 
cold and snow, it was scheduled to 
have had two more performances 
last week. While sponsors were 
scurrying about issuing communiques 
) public, none of the actual 
Adams 
had folded up his and de- 
parted for parts unknown and Watts 
either. 


horses 


nowhere to be found 


Only one around was Tex Sherman, 
|p.a. for the rodeo, and he knew 
nothing about nothing, he said. 
iSherman was guilty of over-state- 


!ment, claimi! 
would be extremely helpful. | 


g rodeo had sold $60,- 
000 worth of tickets as against $20,- | 


000 expenses. 


North American Program Organ- | 


! 
| 
! 


| Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 


i 





Boston College—Manhatian 
Herb Kopf.and his Jaspers are no 
| matches for the powerhouse Eagles 
| of Boston College. 

Bucknell—Temple 
| Here’s a traditional affair, with 
Temple’s passing game figured to 
‘outscore the Bucknell Bisons. 


local | 


California—Oregon State 
California is inconsistent but Ore- 


It is taught push for goodwill in the theatre. | gon State is sound and has proven 
| by Professor Benfield Pressey, who With a plan like ‘A Cultural Arts 
'spent half a year in Hollywood pre- | Symposium,’ students furnish a vul- 


its right as the favorite. State to 
win. 
Cornell—Columbia 
This will not be as close as last 
year’s affair, as the boys from Lake | 
Duke—Georgia Tech 
Tech’s attack is still baffling, but 
it’s weak defensively, while Duke is 
potent enough to win. 
Duquesne—Marquette 
Duquesne is a topheavy favorite 
because Marquette has been flound- 


| cannot compare with that of George- 
town. Georgetown should keep its 
record clean. 
Tennessee—Louisiana State 
Louisiana cannot stop the Tennes- 
see avalanche. 
Texas—Southern Methodist 
Texas is cooled off while the Mus- 
tangs have yet to reach their peak, 
S. M. U. should get by this one in 
good shape and remain in the bat- 
tle for the southwest crown. 
Texas A. & M.—Arkansas 
Arkansas is stubborn, but the 
Texas Aggies are too talented in all 
departments to take the grief here. 
Texas Christian—Baylor 
Here’s a dogfight, with T. C. U. a 
slight favorite. But we like Baylor 
to emerge victorious. 
Tulane—Clemson 
Tulane’s offense is nil. Its pre- 
seascn high hopes have fizzled. Clem- 
son’s unbeaten and has as good a 

















Probable Football Wi 
(And Proper Odds) 
GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Boston College-Manhattan .........Boston College ............. 5-1 
Bucknell-Temple .......... co ccees ‘Temple .......000. eovevccee . $-l 
California-Oregon State ........... oe rr er 8-5 
CUE, gi cect ce cecdaceae Seer errr? rere . 5-1 
PURO -CIOOGRED TOON .onccceccesces (A ah anes s 60600) oeserbeked 2-1 
Duquesne-Marquette ............ sO. 66066020 002008008 « 1-2 
Fordham-North Carolina .......... ERR Sy een 11-5 
Geergin-AGbarn ... ni csccscccccses PD Sv es eeseris eed eneses 8-5 
FEBEVETE-FPINGOIOM Conc coseccees co ee Ore ee 11-5 
Holy Cross-Colgate ............+... ED S06 recut ate oe iene ee 6-5 
Te CeT Tee eT eer ert. BOWS 5 occe peatethed eee bares 8-5 
Kentucky-Alabama ..............:> PR oe ane adadesaKPaee es 8-5 
SS ee &e ree Missouri ...... Saks ee ekee eae 4-1 
Northwestern-Minnesota .......... PIO. 0.5.0 586056 00 000085 60 7-5 
Ohio State-Indiana ................ ER ee ere 12-5 
Oklahoma-Nebraska .............0 Pe ee rT eee eee 9-5 
I 8 iris a ogee sap rad aaa ees NENT, 5 a Nip dG Bible Kea tee we ON 12-5. 
Syracuse-Georgetown ............. ONY G74 esa e sad x0 . 11-5 
Tennessee-La. State ............... IN, 5'5 a s-eehied dens oe 5-1 
Texas-So. Methodist .............. ene COS Suaei debe sea san 7-5 
Texas A & M-Arkansas ........... i kc bs awa ee 5-1 
eee Se site on ao Sie Paw goddam ath 5-7 
Tulane-Clemson .......... 6. bc cas nealeaeeda ces Even 
Army-Notre Dame .......... Ge See Kb ecko wa oa ewer 5-1 
U. C. L. A.-Stanford Cae ee oheae oe epee ees ae eg 1245 
Vanderbilt-Mississippi (CD: «2 <eaenes aden oo ee 11-5 
Wisconsin-Illinois .......... (+s cetne eds dees awd 8-5 
Yale-Brown ........... b 4 songs a a Rare a-eidraceadnere Even 
Soxscore to Date: 
Right, 82; Wrong, 29; Ties, 7; Pct. .739 
(Ties not counted) 
ering. The major upset looked for, team as any in the south. The lat- 


here as Marquette finally realizes on 
its potentialities. 
Fordham—North Carolina 
Overconfidence beat the Rams last 
week, but they'll bounce back to 
overcome the Carolina passing and 
win impressively. 
Georgia—Auburn 
Georgia is sophomorish while Au- 
burn is one of the south’s strongest 
outfits. Only an accident can pre- 
vent an Auburn victory. 
Harvard—Princeton 
Harvard may show up for the 
game but if it does, it will only be 
to watch Allerdice throw passes all 
around it. Princeton will have a 
picnic. 
Holy Cross—Colgate 
The Crusaders still have no punch 
and Colgate should prove this con- 
clusively by outsc-ring them. 
Iowa—Purdue 
Purdue is only fair. Iowa should 
bounce back from its Minnesota 
beating by getting a close 
over the Boilermakers. 
Kentuck y—Alabama 
Kentucky has a good record, but 


decision 


ter to win. 
Army—Notre Dame 

Here’s plenty of headaches for the 
Soldiers as Notre Dame shows New 
Yorkers how it’s done. The Irish 
have yet to hit the zenith of their 
power, but they won't need it this 
week, 

U. C. L. A.—Stanford 

Stanford’s the powerhouse of the 
Coast and is on its way to the Rose 
Bowl. The Indians will scalp U. C. 
ba 

Vanderbilt—Mississippi 

Here’s a tossup, with Ole Miss 

having a slight advantage. 
Wisconsin—Illinois 

The Zuppke team is always dan- 
gerous but according to form Wis- 
consin has more scoring power and 
that should give it the shade. 

Yale—Brown 


Yale’s back in its own class, but 
even this competition is too tough 
for it. Brown should trip the Bull- 
dogs. 


Fake ‘Accident’ Proves 


it hasn’t played anybody really for- Too Real for Aerialist 

midable. ’Bama on the long end 
Missouri—N.Y.U. Toronto, Oct. 29. 

M uri is not the team of a year A fake accident that went wrong 

avo. but neither is N.Y.U. This game | 4/most cost the life of Bernice Stan- 

‘at Missouri, so New York's chances | kevich, star aerial soloist with Bob 

are very remote Morton’s Circus, now lying in Wel- 

Northwestern—Minnesota lessley hospital here with concus- 

The supremacy of the Big Ten is | sion and spinal injuries Routine, 


settled here as the Gophers of Min- 
nesota keep their unbeaten record. 
Ohio State—Indiana 
Indiana is just a Passing team and 
State’s all-around power should give 
it the shade. 
Oklahoma—Nebraska 
A Big Six Conference game that 
might decide the title. Nebraska is 
well-manned at all posts and should 
win. 
Penn—Navy 
The Sailors have a big, good squad 
But Penn is also two deep and has 
more finesse. Class will tell here as 
Penn gets a close one. 
Syracuse—Georgetown 
Syracuse is mediocre and its line | 


| tached to her ankles. 


which she had been doing for three 
months calls for a leap from a 64- 


| foot platform, the missing of a swing- 


ing bar 15 feet below, and then the 
plunge which ends 20 feet from the 
floor when halted by thin wires at- 
Coupling of 
the wires slipped and girl crashed to 
the concrete of Maple Leaf Gardens. 

Several performers rushed _ to 
break her fall but were unsuccessful. 


Many women in the crowd of 13,000 
fainte 1, 

Girl, whose home is in Trenton, 
N. J., will recover. After the girl 


| was carried away, trapeze perform- 


ers in each of the fhree rings carried 


on the show 


‘hchopiaeaiiatetineatliitiitea pee 
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‘HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN’??? 


Fellow Members of Local 802, A. F. of M. 








JAMES C. PETRILLO 


Pres. of American Federation of Musicians 
(From American Mercury as reprinted in Readers 
Digest of November, 1940) 


SAYS: 
“PETRILLO is a man of strong enthusiasms. 
In 1936 he was pro-Roosevelt. ‘I contributed 
$8,000 to his campaign,’ he says, meaning that the 
local did. ‘I THREW ANYBODY OUT OF 
THE UNION WHO SAID ANYTHING 
AGAINST ROOSEVELT.’ ” 


VS. 


WILLIAM GREEN 


Pres. American Federation of Labor 
(New York Herald Tribune, Oct. 27, 1940) 


SAYS: 
“True to its non-partisan political policy, the 
American Federation of Labor refrains from 
bringing pressure to bear upon its members to 


support a candidate for President of the United 
States or a political party.” 





MR. ROOSEVELT 
(In His Radio Speech Oct. 23, 1940) 
SAYS: 
“For the American people as a whole—the great 
body of its citizens—the standard of living has 
increased well above that of 1929.” 


VS. 


(OFFICIAL JOURNAL, LOCAL 802, JULY 
1940) (in discussing WPA Jobs) 
SAYS: 
that “Although the quota of playing musicians is 
495, the actual number employed is usually be- 
tween 430 and 440,” who, the same Journal states, 
“certainly would be much happier if PRIVATE 
INDUSTRY could absorb them, for which they 
would receive union pay instead of an average 

of $22.00 weekly for 30 hours work.” 

The April, 1940, Journal says: “ . .. not a single 
musician (WPA) has been absorbed by PRI- 
VATE INDUSTRY AND THEIR PLIGHT 
IS AS SERIOUS TODAY AS IT WAS AT 
THE START OF THE DEPRESSION.” 





MR. ROOSEVELT 


(From radio speech Oct. 23, 1940) 
SAYS: 
“ seeeeesLhrough many government agencies 


...-N, Y. A. and others....many millions of 
youths have benefitted. ...by jobs.” 


VS. 


(Official Journal of Local 802, August, 1940) 
SAYS: 


“The Music Division in the N. Y. A. (National 
Youth Administration) at present employs 280 
(Local 802) musicians who receive $22.00 a 
month....” 


(WELL! WELL!) 


‘““YOU PAYS YOUR TAXES — AND YOU TAKES YOUR CHOICE’’ 








TRY THIS ON YOUR FIDDLE! 


802 is the largest local in the American Federation of Musicians. From its Official Journals pub- 
lished since January 1, 1940, we learn the following facts: 

In 1935, the local paid $151,368.72 for relief of its members; in 1936, $499,520.91; in 
1937, $558,081.26; in 1938, $548,081.43; and in 1939, $637,997.48. ‘ 


AND BROTHERS—THAT AINT HAY! 


These figures undeniably show that the plight of thousands of musicians is terrible and becoming 


steadily worse. 





‘— 


Let’s look at some more figures taken from the same source— 


A total membership as of June 30, 1940, is quoted as being 21,169. The same source states that 5,000 members are 
steadily employed in their jurisdiction; that 440 are on WPA relief; that 280 are on N. Y. A. relief; and that an average of 
1,990 are subsisting on union relief. Let us add to this total 1,733, who, by actual count, live more than 50 miles beyond 
this jurisdiction. Let us add an additional 744% or 1,588 as an estimate of members not active by reason of health or 
age. This gives us a grand total of 11,031. That leaves us a balance of 10,138 or approximately one-half the total member 
ship of the local. For the sake of convenience, we will take off another 138 and use the figure 10,000. 


Back to the Local 802 Journal again— 


We find that the total amount of money paid to members durif& the first six months of 1940 through the Collection 
Department was $1,035,796.44. (It may be here noted that every single engagement job must clear through this union Col- 
lection Department.) If the total of $1,035,796.44 is paid out over a period of six months, that must amount to $39,838.32 
per week. 

Now, you figure out what that amounts to per member for the 10,000 who are dependent upon outside engagements 
for a livelihood. Divide $39,838.32 by 10,000. You will find that the average expectancy for those musicians not on a 
steady job is 


LESS THAN $4 PER MAN PER WEEK 


This is a worse condition than that which prevails amongst the 1,990 mentioned above of our members who are on 
union relief. They at least receive about $5 weekly. Does that sound like “HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN?” 


If Mr. Roosevelt’s “standard of living for the American people as a whole” is not better than that prevailing among the 
musicians of Local 802, as a whole, Pll take vanilla. 


Only better general business conditions throughout the country can create more work for the musician. I sincerely 
believe that Mr. Roosevelt has hamstrung business and industry. This is the true key to your present misery. Them’s my 
sentiments brother and it is only one of the many reasons why I shall not vote for the Third Term candidate. | and thousands 


of other musicians want WENDELL WILLKIE. 








Fraternally yours, 
_ ARNOLD JOHNSON, 
Member of Local 802. 











(This Advertisement is paid for by the Non-Partisan Theatrical League) 
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